.

calamities of my country:
- tionm,

. ernment,
~megotiation offered by Lingland had been acceed.-

‘norant of the ties: which bind me to my con.-

and will be watchful o

of the Advice of that gentleman—he will nei
“Eher receive (heur (hanks or mine for the trouble
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~ CONGRESS.
DEBATE ON THE ARMY BILLS
B IN THE |
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVS.
| MONDAY, JAN. 17,
My. Stockton’s answer to Mr. Ingersoll.
Mr. Chairmgn —It was not my intetition to
have added any thing to the observations which

- 1 made on Saturday against the bill on the ta-

ble—<~And if thé committee had seen fit to have
permitted e ol that évening to have made a
short reply to the very extraordinary atfack
made uponr meé by the honorable gentléman
from Philadelphia, I #holld have restéd con-
tented—But as that privilege was denied me
by the majority, | ami under the necessity of
doing a s+rvice now whi¢h 1ardently wished to-
have performed thén. 1 was accused by that
gentleman, in terms not to be misundetstood,
of the “ monstrous’’ crime of réjoicing at the
I deny the accusa-
I have neither the heart to conceive nor
a tongue to utter such a sertiment.

What I said, was tiot hastily—but on full ad-

~ visement, and now gn thature consideration [

atilladhere to it. I said that the administration

3 meant to abandou the ostensible grounds on

which the war js conﬁnued-—-an'd therefore that

. the enormous expenses about to be incurred
- would be an useless waste of public money.—

This was no vissionary conceitof mine—but an
irressistable conclasion to be extracted frura_ the
public documents, and the conduct of the gov-
I relied on the factthat the basis of

¢d to herey, and lingland Bating causeq us dis-
finetly to know that she would negetiate now
on no terms other than those she had always
off ered—One of two couclusions presented it-
seM and was irresistable—either the questions

~ af ¢ free trade & sailors rights’® were given up
aor the intended mission was deceptive—in-
ténded only

to delude the people and squan-
der their money. Not feeling myself authoris-

¢d to assert the last I adopted the first, 1 re-

tract not a word, I am willing to place it upon
the record—There let it remain and be remem-
Bered—time wnll test ¢, Not a letter in any
treaty of peace to grow out of this negotiation
will be found Mmpairing maritime rights as

imed by Great Britain—the subject will ej-
%Ii:r never be mentioned or put upon the shelf ad

- veferendum. 1added (and this it was that ex-

cited the gentleman’s patriotic warmth) that

. the administratron had struck s flag and that |

rejorced at it. Sir, I do rejoice at it. l re‘joice
at it beécause, as I then stateds I see in it the

. first dawning of the day.star of peace—some

protpect, however faint and distant, that an

_end will be put to the evils which afflict my

country. |
~ But tHe gentleman made me to say I rejoie-
ed thatmy country’s flag was struck—1 deny the
assertion and cansafely appeal to every honor-
able nan who heard me.
No siry 1 gan never rejoice that the flag of
my country 1s struck-—the national flag—that
Jlag of my country which was painted by the
immortal | Washinglon on the rampart of in-
dependence—those stripes which yet wave tri-
umphant on' the ocean are most dear to me—
this was not the flag 1 allud:d to—the flag of
which I spoke is the flag of the ministry~that
Jiag of error andmisrule—the false, alien party
HAag which has beguiled and deluded the people
and conducted us from peaceand happiness, to
war and misery. No, sir—the good old flag of
America s cherished by me with tender affec-
tion-—and for reasons as powerful as can oper-
ate on man, My stake in this community cov-
ered as it is by this flag is great and interesting
—not 1n money and goods, fleeting and worth-

.‘Ie‘iﬁ. but in eluldren and in lands. 1 have one

gallant son now on the ocean fighting under
that flag—who would prefer it as a shroud, ra-
ther than witness its base surrender. I have
other sons equally gallant who will defend it
with their lives whenever it shall be unfurled
in the cause ofjustE:e or thelibecties of this na-
tion, And I, sir, 9gldas1 am compared with
the gentleman from Philadelphia—although the
frost of fifty years is now pressing over my
head; even I, sir, am yet able to defend it, |
should hope with at least as much firmness
and constancy as that gentleman. Why, then,
were my evident meaning and expressions per-
verted ?—Was it part ofa plan which seems to
be maturing to put down opposition. Vain and
hopeless project | Opposition, sir, can mever
be put down wiilst the constitution or one
phred of it remains. A

Doomed we may be to sit here and attend
olectures learnedly prepared to graduate the
vights of majorities and minorities—to deter-
mine what is rightful—what a factious oppo.

gition—but such schemes are visionary and fan- {

tastic. ‘I'he case admits of no limit but the
constitution—No remedy even for abuses but
that to be found in the people. 1t is the prero-
gatwe of the majority o act—the privilege of
the mnority to protest. The constitution is
theonly himit of action or obstruction. What

majority (its members being the Judges) was |

ever in the wrong? What minotity other than
factious in the opinion of the majority? |
would recommend it to gentlemen to leave
this matter as they found it, 5l

‘T'hus much, sir, for explanation.

I shall now claim a few moments to reply to
other remarks in which the gentlemen from
Fhiladelphia thought proper to indulge him-
self. That honorable member thought it ne-
cessary to take me 2nd my constituents into his
rmportant keepinig. From the eaalted eminence
which he occupies in the great metropolis of
Pennsylvania, he cast his eye over the small and
humble state of New Jersey. He was pleased to
survey both the people and their member. Me
the unworthy faifthfess representative of the
sentiments of the people, be reminded of my
dependance on that people for political exis-
tence. - ¥lem he exhorted, or seemed disposed
Yo exhoit, to punish me (as they had already
punished a refractory Governor) for political
heresy. [ /lope, sir, that I am not entirely ig-
stituents. [ know that they are not ignorant of
their rights—neither
the constituenis or the member stood in need

he has taken, The obligations which the con.
fidence of my fellow citizen: have impo e
upon me I shall never overlook, The trust
shall never be betrayed. 1 will defend what |

cpnscientioulﬁf beheve to be their right and |

interest at all hazards, My constituents shall
never be misrepresented by mewsthey kilew me
before they elected me—they took me as [ was.
Such as I was 1 still vemain, 1

-

concealed my opinions 6 made fulse preten-

sions to cheat them of their suffrage. They

knew { I repeat it) wheh they elected me—they
khew that I was no Court Sycophant—no
Ghangeling—that I had never been up at the
maerkel—they elected me without solicitation.
Had I solicited them they had rejected me———
They have conuded in me and shall not be de-

“ceived—and however the gentleman may sup-

pose that he is in their secrets;, I ecan te!l him
hat] yet speak their sentiments—yes, sir, the
district which I together with my venerable
colleaytie represent, yet contdins amajority of
true patriots of the Washington School. To
represent such a district is no common honor
in times hke these. I cherish it as such ; and
it shall console me udder every occurrence.

preserving that i'egaﬁfé for,his person and in-
dividoal feelings which I did not depart from

on Saturday, SR L
‘The point between us, as he states it, isa
point of consistency ; and I cannot forbear
reminding him that on this discussion of na-
vonal hostilities, offensive or defensive, he him
self assumes the attitude of offence, and res-
tricts me to merely defensive considerations,
He assails rhe, as hesays himself, after consi-
deration and reconsideration,when, where and
how he choses leaving me no opinion but
that of defensive resistance, suddenly resorted
to without the opportunity of reflection, and
sustained against all the advantages which
greater talents and preparation afford. 'The
means of annoyance and of victory are thus

have neyer {

But, sir; he judyed me by himself, if he sup-
poses; as he seemed to suppose, that I am anxi-

| ous to retain my seat here. He is greatly mis-
| taken.

Highly as | estimate the honor confer-
red upon me, the acceptance of it wis a sa-
crifice of interést; of habit and of feeling. I
can lay my hand upon my heart, and in all sin-
cerity say, that the day which shall finish my
political course and restore me to my family and
friends, I shall hail as the happiest of the year.
The hon. gentleman, after satisfying himself
with New Jersey and its Representatives, re-
curred 1o objects vastly more important— He
returned to fumself and Pennsylvania. He told
you that he was in favor of the war—that the

| people of Pennsylvsnia were in favor of the

war—and that he should remain in its favor
unless indecd, (recollecting himself) the peo-
ple should change their opinion, and then, said
he, I shall change mine, |

Tothe Jatter part of the gentleman’s pro-
position I beartily subscribe—it js doubtless
correct—he has once before obeyed the voice
of the people by changing—and he will most
anquestionably charnge again when the like
temptation is presented. If, Mr. Chairman,
some ten years ago curiosity or accident had
taken you to the great city of Philadelphia,
and you had cast an inquisitive eye over its
political hemisphere, perhaps a youth might

have been pointed out to your netice, a youth of

small stature but gigantic talents, with a mind
stored with all the treasures of classic lore, an

exterior adorned by all the accompltshments of

foreign travel, had you enquired what was the
political charaeter and conduct -of that youth,
you would have been informed that he was aq
Federalist, a federalist warm, intemperate and
imprudent, exerting from time totime his far
famed literary talents to write down old and
early members of the republican party ; what,
siry, would be your surprize now to recognize
this stripling in the present honorable mem-
ber from Philadelphia, Yes, sir he was once
a federalist, or pretended to be one, but the
storm came and he changed his garments; he
perceived in good season the road the mighty

~crowd had taken, he sawthe course the current

would pursue, he scized the happy moment,
launched his httle bark on the boisterous ele-
ment of popular opinion; he committed him-
self to the waves; and the wind and the tide
have wafted him into /s seat.  But the gen-
tleman from Philadelphia could not leave us
without the benefit of his political creed, made
up in the form. of instructions to the present

and all future chief magistrates : he gave us
the points to be gained by the pen or thesword ; -
and intimated that if this President did not se.

cure them, arotker must be found who would.
Precious legacy! full of practical wisdom !
He wauii first cause to be altered the
British doctrine of blockade, a doctrine perfect.
ly settled before and since the Orders in Coun-
cil, resting on the public law of Europe, and
not even complained of by this government
until 'it was made a matter of moment by
KFrance. The doctrine of the English admiral

ly courts the gentleman knows to be, that no

blockade can exist without a complete force to
enforce it.
and substitute perhaps the new code in its place
—the enormous list of contraband of war he
would next reduce; this list settled by treaties
and the usage of nations for half a centuiy he
wills to be curtailed and cut up, and last o f all
theie must be no search for ¢¢ persons,”’ of any

description, « and a very limited one for goads;”

all this must beaccomplished or the war must -

rage, or the President goout, Ifthese are the
terms imposed on the President his lease must
expire, He should receive notice to quit, Great
as his talents are he will never accomplish one
solitary article dn the list, The gentleman had
better lose no time in providing a successor.
Who can tell on whom the choice may fall! A
lew ‘more exhibitions of patriotic paroxisms
may point out the man—then indeed would the
ceuntry rejoice—then again this stricken, false
and alien flag might be unfurled from the top
of the palace, and free trade and sailor’s rights
become once more the order of the day.

Mr. Chairman 1 have now done with the
gentleman from- Philadelphia—our account is
settled, If I have in repelling a most improper
attack uttered an expression unworthy the dig-
nity of this place, 1 hope to find My excuse in
the occasion. 1 hopel shall be pardoned. 1
promise never again to trouble you on such a
subject. The gentleman may seek me out

again if he pleases— nothing which heshall say
shall extort a reply,

MR. ANGERSOLL’S REPLY TO MR.
| STOCKTON, R

¢ Mr, M¢Leanjof Ohio having risen immedi-
ately after Mr. Shipherd, (who followed Mr.
Stockton) Mr. Ingersoll of Pa. asked M. Ms
Lean toindulge him with the floor for a few
minutes, to which Mr, M¢L. assenting, Mr. I.
proceeded :

The gentleman from Ohio has the goodness
to give me the fleor.—1I rise, Mr, Chairman,
to rejoin to a part ofthe replication of the ho-
norable gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
Stockton) and to plead guilty to the residue—
and put myself on my country fos trial.

It will be recollected, sir, that on Saturday,
when one of the army bills was in a stage to be
reported as agreed to, that gentleman arose, and
taking a lead in opposition to it, declared his
hostility to the measure, for reasons which
he then assigned—which he has now reiterated
and acknowl dged, though with some attempt
at qualification—-and of which, actuated by the
feeling ofthe moment, 1 expressed my disap-
probation. It was however the pri ciples I
attacked, not thejperson ofthathenorable mem.

| ber. lam much mistaken if I uttered a word

incompatible with his personal privileges, or
that regard for decorum which I hold equaily
due to him and to myself,

In reply to such observations, the member

from New Jersey has bespoken the house to

public character, lotting loose upon me a strain
of sarcasm whicth«=if I were inclined to retort,
as | might—| should pronounce to bethe re.

day with an angry attack on my person and

sult of a Sabbath’s vindicative Jucubrations.—

which 1 should find no difficulty perhaps in
turning with greater severity on himself. But
I have no such disposition. Idid pot before
betray a temper of that sort: morshall I be
provokedto it now by any thing he has said,
Though the hon, gentleman concluded his in.
vective with a declaration that he should ne-

- ver again notice what I might say, I shall not

follow his example, either in recrimination or
silence ; but continue to combat his principles
wheaever hemay repder it necessary, always

”

But this doctrine he will abolish |

altogether in his hands ; and might be employ-
ed, I should think, without the ungenerous re-
inforcement of abuse.

With this inconsistency in his own conduct
the honorable gentleman accuses me of a
change of politics : and not very gentle lan-
guage 15 exercised in the animated—to vse no
stronger an expression—the aumated appeal
of my accuser.

Mr. Chairman, to this charge I plead guilty ;
and, as [ have said already, put myself on the
country for tiial and judgment.

It was my fortune —good or bad as it may be
considered—to be placed at a seminary for edu-
cation in the village inhabited by the honora-
ble gentlemen from New Jersey ; where, du-
nng the memorable yeas 96, 7 and 8, [ was
impressed with opinions which on better and
riperinvestigation, | have deliberately rejected
and publickly disavowed. After receiving an
education, of which that honorable gentleman
has spoken, perhaps ironically, without cen-
sure, 1 was sent on those travels in Europe, to
which also he has been pleased to allade, Then
it was that I was enabled to survey, with bet.
ter means of observation than can be enjoyed
at this distance—what I had previously been
taught te regard as a model of political perfec-
tion—-the British constitution, Thereit was
that I learned, from the dictatesof my on hum-
ble capacity, to look upon that gonstitution as
the most stupendous monument extant of in-
congruity and human absurdity, Thence it was
that I returned to my own country, convinced
of the errors of early education and habit. The
member from New Jersey is mistaken when
he draws (in the Judicsous colors he thought
it becoming to employ) a youth to be seen in
Philadelphia, after his return from Europe,
wielding the pen of federalism, and writing

down the strongest of its antagonists,  What-

ever my personal attachments and social inti.
macies may bave been, may politicl creed was
settled in Europe. Abundantly satisfied of its
rectitude, I have no hesitation in avewing it.
Instead of the pain which the honorable gen-
tlemanfrom New Jersey may have flattered
‘himself he would inflict on me by this expla.
nation, he has afforded me a pleasure—the gra-
tification of asserting whatl have no wish to
deny or conceal—what I am proud to avow &
rejoice at, | |

. 1leave without reluctance to that honorable
gentleman ali the pride of consistency—al] the
merit of adhering to established errors—of be.
g the advocate of vigorous offensive war in
time of peace, and of peace in time of war
all the honor of expressing his pleasure at the

surrender of his country’s flag, His attempt
this morning is a most insufficient one to ex-

plain away such adeclaration by referring the
flag to the administration, instead of the coun-
try. Whatever that gentleman may think of
it, it is still the flag of the country,

Be it my satisfaction, Mr. Chairman, that I
am one of the least important asssertors of our
great maritime rights—thatif I ever swerved
I am true to them at last ; thatif[ am a prose-
lyte, I do not stop atihe gate,but ama prose-
lyte on the convenant,

Sir, (magnos componere parvis) in finishing
his fine comparison of Cymoun and Lucullus,
Plutaich awards the palm to Cymon, because,
tho’ he erred in his youth, he improved as he
grew older, und lived to become right ; where-
as Lucullus, who was unexceptiogable in his
younger days, deteriorated in his old age. 1
do not referto this subject, sir, with any idea
of attaching the latter part of it to the hono-
rable gentleman from New Jersey : but mere-
ly that I may strengthen myself by the recol-
lection of the former. While I lived at Prince-
ton college, I learned to value the private

worth, the professional eminence, the excel.”

lent character of the member from New Jersey
—his connection with oneof the most res-
pectable families there—his being himself the
head of that connection. At that time I did
not believe that even his politics were wrong ;
and 1 bhave always since been satisfied that,
except in his politics, he is unceptionable, 1
feel alsothe difference in our ages towhich he
has alluded—feel it to my disadvantage,—
though, as regards those domestic pledges
of patriotic affections, which he has mention-
ed in his own instance, though so much
younger than the honorable gentlemen, I am
almost as powerfully attached probably as he
i8 himself. |

I can assure him, sir, and the House, that
designedly I have never treated him with dis.
repect ; thatas I trust I never have, so | never
will be guilty ofinvading the personal feelings

~of any member on this floor ; and that I am

not at all disposed to detract from whatever
may belong to his dignity and priveleges in
particular., | "

In the personal invasion he has permitted
himsclf of my feelings, he has not altered these
sentiments on my part. He has given me no
pain. In thataim he has been disappointed,
He has made an occasion I wished for, He
has made it exactly to my wishes, I avail
m yself of it to repeat once more that [ have
changed my views, and that I am not without
hopes of improving in the alteration.

CONGRESS.

IN SENATE.

MONDAY, JANUARY, 24.
Mr. Mafon fubmitted the following refolu-
tion for confideration : '
Refolved, That the Departmeut of the Trea-
fury is a principal and indifpenfable office in

the adminiftration of the government of the
United States. 4
_ That the duties of this office are at all times
important ; that at the prefent time when plans
of finance are to be devifed, taxes to be impos-
ed, loans to be obtained and large fums of mo-
ney to be expended and accounted for, thefe
duties have become more arduous, and that
the talents, integrity and diligence of a compe-
tent and refponfible officer are alone fufficient
to difcharge them. |
That by his meflage of the 7th of June laft,
the Prefident of the U. S. informed the Senata
that he had commiffioned Albert Grallatin, then
Secretary of the Department of the Treafury,
to proceed te Ruffia, and there with others to
negociate treaties of peace and commerce with
i(i}. Britain and a treaty of commerce with Ruf-
d. | | |

That j)urfuailt to fuch commiffion Albert

Gallatin departed from the U, §. in the month whic

of May laft, and hath ever fince been and flill

remains without the limits of the U, States.

That by reafon of the faid Eéﬁimifﬁoﬁiné,

departure and abfence from the U. S. of the
faid Albert Gallatin, the office of the Secretary
of the Treasury became vacant, and is now
vacaut,

That fuch vacancy in the office of the Secre-

tary of the ‘['reafury affects the public credit,
retards the current fervice, endangers the gene-

ral welfare, and ought no longer to exift.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.,
MONDAY, JAN. 24.

After the prefentation and reference of a
few petitions of a private nature— |

THE BLUE LIGHTS.

Mr. Laaw, of Con. after fome remarks, in
too low a voice to be heard by the reporter,
called the attention ef the Houfe tothe ftory
about certain blue lights which had 'been put
in circulation, and had received countenance
by the publication of on official letter from one

of our naval officers to the Head of a Depart-

ment—and which was calculated to draw
down odium on a part of the ftate which he
reprefented. That letter to which he had al-
luded contained a charge againft certain per-
fons inp Conneéticut, not exaétly of their hav-
ing afforded aid and comfort to the enemy, but
of having afforded them intelligence, by means
of thole lights, which had the effe& of aiding
the enemy in their operations. The motion
Mr. L. was about to make, was not, he faid,
induced by any belief that the report was cor-
rect 3 for he could not believe that his native.
town contained in its bofom men {o abandoned
as to light thofe torches. = The condu& of
thofe people in proteéting the fhips of war of
the United States from thofe of the enemy dur-
ing the laft fummer, precluded the fufpicion of
fuch a charge being corre¢t as to them. Mr.
L. took a brief view of the manner in which
the ftate of Connecticut had patriotically de-
tended the U. States’ fquadron when the ge-
neral goevrnment was unable to defend it from
the blockading fquadron of the enemy. In
that fervice the ftate troops or militia had re-
mained until November, at which time the
United States had collected, as was fuppofed,
a fufficient force 'to anfwer the purpose.
The U. S. then having a garrifon in the fort,
it was prelumed the commander of that force
had kept up proper guards and patroles about
the points in the neighborhood ; and yet, in the

month of December, on thefe very points thefe

wicked lights, thefe torches of treafon were
faid to have been exhibited. He could not be-
lieve, under thefe circumftances, that thefe
lights were exhibited as reprefented, but that
fome delufion muft have exifted on the fubject.
It was proper, he conceived, that the fac thould
be enquired into, and placed on its proper foot-
Ing, as it had been alluded to frequently in this
Houfe. With this view he offered the follow-
ing refolution : |

“ Refolved, That 2 committee be appointed
to enquire whether any treafonable correfpon-
dence hasbeen held, or information by means
of blue lights or fignals by fire given from the
fhores at or near the harbor of New London in
the ftate of Conneéticut, to the blockading
fquadron off that harbor, whereby the enemy
might learn the ftate, condition or movements
of the American fhips under the command of
Commodore Decatur now in that port ; and
that the committee be authorifed to take evi-
dence by depofition or otherwife as they may
deem neceflary, and report thereon to this
Houfe.”

Mr. Mofeley, of Con. fpoke in fupport of
this motion, which embraced an enquiry that
he conceived to be due to the charaéter of the
ftate. It was clear, he faid, that unlefs there
had been fome criminal deficiency in their duty
on the part of the officers commanding at N.
London, thefe lights could not have been exhi-
bited by any private citizen on fhore. He ad-
verted to the additien which this ftory had af-
torded to the ftock of epithets about Britith

-gold, old torries, &c. of which fome gentle-
men in this Houfe were fo fond ; though he
had no objection for his part, if blue lights in-
teriperfed in a {peech were conceived to render
it more luaid or brilliant, sthat they fhould be
introduced, whether true or falfe.” He hoped
it would be afcertained, under the authority of
the Houfe, whether thefe blue lights ever have

been made, and if fo, by whom and in what
manner. ,.

Mr. Grundy, of Ten. {aid the fenfibility dif-
played by the gentlemen from Connecticut on
this fubject was moft honorable to themfelves;

and he certainly concurred with them in the

hope that upon examination itwould appearthat
no portion of the people of that ftate were capa-
ble of an aét fo bafe and dithonorable. So tl;r,
however, as his mind had been impreffed, he
differed from the gentleman who appeared to
think there was 7o- foundation for the report.
It ought to be recolleéted that the commander
of the American squadron, whofe authority
could not be queftioned, had ftated what was
his impreffion, derived from the information of
the officers, and men under his command. The
fame impreffion was confirmed in the mind of
of Mr. G. by the ftatements of newfpapers
on the pot. conduéted by thofe who differed
from him in politics, narrating the circumftance
which had been alluded to. He fhould vcte

for the enquiry, but he did not with to fee a
departure from the regular courfe. The en-

quiry belonged properly to the Naval commit-
tee, he conceived—becaufe it was the navy
which was intended to have been particularly
injured by the exhibition of thofe lights, He
moved to amend the refolution so as to refer
the fubjeét to that committee. |

Mr. Fisk of N. Y. said he was sorry to hear
a wish expressed by the gentleman from Ten-
nessee for the proposed enquiry. When he
looked at the principle of this motion, he trem-
bled at the consequences of its adoption. What
was the principle 2 It was nothing more than
a proposition to exercise, through a committee
ot this house, the inquisitorial power to inquire
whether treason has been committed in a par
ticular instance. He hoped no such precedent
would receive the sanction of the house,

Mr. Lppes of Va. remarked that the adop-
tion of such a resolution as this would place the
House of Representatives in an awkward situa-
tion. It was unquestionably the right of the
house to enquire into all things connected with
subjects of legislation ; but, to justify this en-
quiry, it ought to be for some specific object.
He therefore proposed to amend the motion 50
asto constitutea committee to enquire into the
expediency of providing by law for the punish-
ment of persons who hold out blue lights to
the enemy, or commit other acts of a like ua,
ture not amounting to the crime of treason.

Mr. Roberts of Pa. on the ground that the
house appeared to be embarrassed by the na-
ture of this question, and not prepared to de.
cide on it, moved, that it lic on the table.

Mr, Law explained his motive for submit.

ting the motion., "It was not onaceount of jts

intrinsic importance, but from the importance

h he had attached to it by

]

. Mr. Jackson of Va.said he was tiot prepz. -

red, nor did he know that he ever .should be,
to acton this subject, and therefore he wished
the motion to be laid on the table.—Was the
touse, he asked to be erected, into a court of
enquiry or judicature for criminal offences ?
Notwithistanding in this case an offence had
been committed, as was proved by testimony
the most irrefragable—an offence which he
hoped the Attorney of the District would, as
was his daty, direct an enquiry into—Y et this
House were to be called upon to travel out of
their doty to enquire into it. He hoped time

would at Jeast be given for deciding on the pro-

priety of the proposed enquiry.
Mr. Rlea of Ten, opposed the motion to
lay the resolution on the table, because he

vote,
he apprehended would have the effect to pre-

4 its frequent in- |
| troduction and assertion on the floor of this
house. |

wished it to be decided by a direct negative
The pendency of such a motion here,

vent or arrest proper enquiry elsewhere.
Mr. Calhoun of S. C. said this was not an

object worthy the attention efthe House, be.

cause it was too diminutive. The object avow-

ed by the mover, that is, to defend the charac-

ter of the state of Connecticut from an injury
on this head, was not a suficient one for this
touse to proceed upon. Ne one had been

cruel enough to charge the act in question on

the citizens of New London, or on the state of
Connecticut, - He hoped it would lie on the
table. - |

Mr. Wright of Md. expressed his surprize at
the proposition of this enquiry from the sice
of the House in which it originated a sur-
prise which was not lessened by a recollection
of the sensibility displayed in that quarter the
other day, when a motion for enquiry ofanear-
ly similar nature, intothe conduct of Gover-

nor Chittenden, had been proposed from this
side— |

the confinement of debate to the motion
ing, viz.
table, |
- And the question was taken to lay the re-

To lay thesubject of debate on the

solution on the table, and decided thus *

For laying it on the table 89
Against it ' 42
So Mr. Law’s motion was laid on the table.
TURREAU’S LETTER ONCE MORE.

Mr. Roberts of Pen. offered for eonsidera~

tion, without preface, thefollowing resolution:
Riesolved, ‘Thatthe message of the President,

communicating a Report of the Secretary of

State, respecting the translation of a letter ad-
dressed by the late Miuister of ‘France to the
Secretary of State, bearing date on or about the
fourteenth of June, 1809, which it appears from
said repoit has been irregularly withdrawn
from the Department of State, be referred to

the committee of Foreign Relations, to investi.

gate when, by whom, and in what manner the
said translation of a letter was so withdrawn,
and when and in what mannerit came into the
possession of Alexandey C. Hanson, a member
of this Howse, and that the said committee be
authorised to send for persons and papers.

On motion of Mvr, Calhoun, of S. C. the re-
solve was amended, by a vote of 76 to 48, so as
to substitute a select committee for the ¢ commit-
tee of foreign ralations.”

Mr. Fuk of N. V. said he had hoped he
should not have heard any more debate or pro-
ceedings on this famous letter. To institate a
committee to enquire by what means this letter
got into the possession of any person, would be
wasting thetime of the house on a subject not
worthy of its attention. What was to grow out
of the enguiry ? Was it pretended that the bu-
reau of state had been rifled of its regular files ?
No such allegation had been made, nor was any
such inference deducible from the report. For
his own part, Mr. F. said he wasfree to declare,
that he did not care how the letter came into
the possession of the hon. membér who was
named in the motien, and therefore ie did not
wish apy enquiry into the matter, "

Mr. Grosvenor of N, Y. said he hoped the

house would adopt the resolution, with an a-
mendment he moved in the following words,
to be added to the end of it: ¢ and also when
and in what manner the original of such transla-
tion was withdrawn from the Department of
State.” He said he was glad thatthe gentleman
from Penmsylvania, according to his promise,
was pursuing the enquiry—~which Mr. G. said
he was desirous tohave pursuedthoroughly and
entirely. When this committee was raised, he
also wished to clothe it with power to correct
the recollections of Mr, Graham, which that
gentleman had stated to be extremely faint on
these poiats, - |

Mr. King of Mass. moved to amend the a.
mendment 5o asto authorise the enquiry ¢ when
and in what manuer, for what cause, by whom

andat whoge request’the paper was withdrawn..

Mr. Grosvenor accepted this as a part of his
motion.

Mr. Roberts said he was as much disposed
as the gentlemen from New York and Massa-
chusetts could be, to prosecute this enquiry to
some practical result; but it appeared to him
that the information afforded by the report
was perfectly satisfactory on the points on
which the gentlemen wished an inquiry. It
d'stinctly stated that the letter was withdrawn
by a member of the French legation ; and as to
the time, thatit was previously to the rupture
of the negotiation with Mr. Jackson. Now,
Mr. R. said he had understood, when an en-
quiry on this subject. was first proposed, that
the most particular allegation, in relation to
it, and which was, asserted and reiterated with
great positiveness, was, that the letter had
not been withdaawn until after the dismission
of Mr. Jackson. Sufficient was now known to
prove that not to be correct ; and the probabi--
lity was, that cther assertions were alike in-
correct. - Theugh the letter was withdrawn,
the translation ought to have remained in the -
office—and it ought to be known how it found
its way thence into the possession of a meni-
ber of this® house; so that, if the department
was not under proper regulations as tothe pre=
servation of its papers, some provision ought.
to be adopted in that respect. Such was the
object of his motion.

Ir. Grrosvenor spoke in support of his a-
mendment, and in reply to Mr, Roberts.— He

said the gentleman ovght not to hesitateto ac.
cept his amendment as a part of his motion,—
'The basis of the resolution was, that the'sub- .
ject was worthy of enquiry.

Ii worthy of en~
guiry at all it was wort

examination, As to the Report, it was unsa-
tisfactory as to the principal points, The Se-

cretary himself knew nothing of it, as it took

place hefore he came into office ; his Chief
Clerk’s recollections were extremely faint on

the subject. Now, Mr. G. said, the Chief
Clerk could not know the materia)] fact of one

of the Heads of Department having beed sent’

to Baltimore to ask this Frenchman to take
back his saucy letter.  Ag to the withdrawal
of the lelter, it might have been taken back
after Jackson’s dismission, before Mr. Smith’s
conversation with Mr, Graham on the subject ;
on these points, the enquiry ought to be effi-
cient, with which view NMr. Smith himself

might be summoned before the committee, &%
Mr. Farrow of 8. C, was opposed to the

amendment and to theresolution. He said it
put himin mind of a play, the performance of
which never paid for the candles burnt during

its peri’ormance ; and in like manner the sub.:
Ject of this discussion was not worth the

cious time consumed in it,&c. o

;]

The Speaker here interposed and r'eqquiredl
pend-

y of afull and effectual

pre- .

i

i ) |



