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"' To hold our columns, for (0-morrow, in
@eserve for the accommodation of our adveritsing
@nd commercial friends, we present in supplement
Jorm, the iteresting debate in CORGTess,
sepcal of the embargo and non-importation acts.
As'the nature of the debale forbids abridgement or
curtailment, w ¢ give it whole and entire, leaving
 gut readers to make their own remarks and draw
"heir own conclusions. |

 HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATIVES.

'WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6,
Mr. Beall of Ohio, and Mr. Ingham

=

¥

of Pa. obtained leave of absence from | of the restrictive system, it ought to

Monday next. |
" Mr. Bradley of Vt. presented the pe-

tition of David Stone and Josiah Bel-

lows, praying relief from the penalties
of an infraction of the non importation
Jaw—referred. |
-~ Mr. Lattimore of
‘petition of
praying the am .
Gustavus Campbell—referred.
'Mr. Wright of Md. submitted the fol-
Jotving resolution, which was read and
 erdered to lie on the table. |
Resolved, That the following rule be
added to the rules of this house: * That
no amendment by way of rider be re-
ceived to any bill on its third reading.”
"On motion of Mr. Jennings of Ind.
ordered that the committee of the whole
be discharged from the further conside~
ration of the bill to define more expli=
citly the duties of the judges of the ter-
‘yitories of Indiana and Illinois.
" "Phe house resumed the consideration
of the report of the committee on the
petition of Thomas Claxton.
A motion to re-consider the vote of
_the house yesterday to strike “out the
 wosd “three’ and insert © two” as the

Mis. presented the
Abner and Delilah Pipes,

gompensation to be allowed per day to

the keeper of the letter and stationary

. “.office, was carried, and the house by a
 wote of 68 to 49 agreed to the said a-
~ gnendment. S
~ 7'A motion was made further toamend
the report; when

 The resolution and amendments were

on motion of Mr. Calhoun ordered to
lie on the table. |

The House, on motion of Mr. Calhouﬂl

resolved itself into a committee of the
~ whole, Mr. Pleasants of Virg. in the
chair, on the bill to repeal the embaigo
~and non importation acts, and the bill
%0 prohibit the exportation of specie.
_The first mentioned bill was first ta-
ken up ; and the first section having been
read—
Mr. Calhoun of 8. C. (the chairman
of the committee of Foreign Relations)
‘yose to speak to the merits of the bill.
In order to judge of the propriety of the
measure it embraced, it would be neces-
gary to go back to the nature and cha-
racter of the war in which this nation
is engaged. It was, as it had been em-
‘phatically and correctly stated, a war
for Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights:
and, such, Mr. C said, must be the cha-
yacter of every war which this nation
is engaged. We are o far removed
from the Buropean contest, that we shall
pever enter into the struggles for con-
tinental power in that quarter of the
world. Not that we should be indiffer-
ent spectators of the events in Europe,
because the changes there may have a
‘considerable bearing on the affairs and
interests of this country: but the inte-
~ rest wefeelin these events is not of such
4 character as to make us a primary
party in any of these contests. But one
‘¢ircumstance alway
European struggles, will more or less
involve the rights of this country in
them. Of such a character is the Bri-
tish eommercial or maritime policy,
which in its effect tends to destroy the
free trade of this country and also to
infringe the rights of our seamen. In
this point of view itis a matter of eroat
fmportance that we should duly reflect
“en the character of the present contest,
to decide what part this country ought
" o act, and what principies should now

govern our conduct. The policy of
Britain, which is to contract and limit

“neutral rights, and which, if not resist
ed. would annihilate them, will always
have a strong bearing on the United
States. But that policy will not stop
here ; it will affect the interest of eve-

ry country in Europe, and place them

iore or less on the side of this country
in resistance to the commercial policy
of England. It then becomes a matter
of policy to unite those countries, inter-
ested in the cause of free trade, in the
struggle which we are obliged to make
‘against the usurpations of our enemy.——
' In this point of view the most liberal

_ and generous policy ought to be pursu-.

ed by us as to the other powers of Eu-
rope, and particularly to the great mor-
_ghern powers of Sweden and Russia.—
But it might be said our past measures
“contradict this leading principle of po-
‘licy. Mr. C. thoughtnot. The restric-
‘$ive system sprung from an unusual
state of things: it was a pacific policy
arising from the extraordinary state of
the world at the time we embarked in
it—and of course was a temporary Ta-
~wher thanapermanent policy. * On look-

. jng back to its origin, gentlemen would
‘find it to be such as he had stated. It

-

on the |

power §

the amoant of a pension due to

| rope was still occluded to British com-

s accompanying the

 otiginited at 4 fnoment when every |

power on the continent of Europe was
arrayed against Great Dritain, and no

one country in Europe was then inter-
ested in the support of défénce of neu-

tral rights. There was scarcely a port

in Europe, which, at the commence*

‘ment of our restrictive system, was not
occluded to British commerce.

. In this
state of things, the United States, in
order to avoid war, not having taken the
resolution at that time to declare war,
resorted to the restrictive system-—re-

sorted to it because the extraordinary

state of the Kuropeon world presented
a prospect that the strong pressure of
this systein on Grreat Britatn might save '
the nation from a war into which we
have since been reluctantly drawn.—
Such was the character of the embargo

‘measure, originating from the pbsture

of the world at that day, when it was '
resorted to without the prospect of pro-
ducing an impression on any neutral

er : for there were then no neutrals.

Gentlemen might say, that in this view

have terminated at the commencement
of the war. LA ) i .
To be candid, Mr. C. #aid that was
hig opinion; and when a motion was
made by 4 gentleman of Massachusetts |
to that effect, he (Mr. C.) had advocated
it on the ground that the restrictive po-
licy was opposed to war. - That motion
was not successful, but it was reject-

| ed by a majority of one vote, so many

members of the republican party agree-
ing with him in that opinion as almost
to have carried the question at that
time. But why was the system mot
then fermirated? The reasons would be
obvious to all who revefted to the cir-
cumstances of that time, The state of
the world whicli originally induted the
system, which give great energy to it,
continued in its priétine vigor. All Eu-
merce; the war between Russia and
France had not broken out-——Russia had
not then opened her ports to British
commerce. 'This was then the govern-
ing motive which prevented the repedl
of that system. Had the state of the

world then been what it nowis ; had all |

the Faropean world, France excepted,
been open to British commerce ; had
there existed neutral nations on the
continent of Europe, of very greal pow-
er and influence ; Mr. C. said, had this
state of things then existed, there was
the strongest reason to believe, from
the small minority against the resolution
of the gentleman from Mass. to which
he had alluded, the restrictive system
would have veen terminated by the war,
As to his own views of that system,
Mr, C. said he thought it ought to have
terminated in war earlier than it did=~—
In this respect he had disagreed with
centlemen on the other side of the
house, with whom he had then voted,——
They wished for neither war nor Té-
striction, But, said Mr. C. let us now
attend to the present s :
What is the condition of England? As
between us and G. Britain, there are
many nations of great jus/er now in a
neutral condition. Russia, Sweden, all
Germany, Denmark, Russia, Spain, for
even she may be considered neutral—
and perhaps Holland. Under the entire
change in the circumstances of Europe,
ought not the restrictive system then to
torminate? Indubitably——indubitably, he
said, because all the reasons which jus-
titied and recommended its continuance
had ceased. It was criginally resorted
to as a pacific measure; having declar-
ed war, as a War measure it was conti-
nued, and was a forcible measure, be-
cause all Europe was shut against our
enemy. All Europe being now open to
her, that reason has ceased, Suppose
we were to persist in the measure-——
Does any one believe that England will
feel the measure as she did when the
continent was shut ? Certainly not. But
in addition to that consideration, the
fact is that we are now contending for
free trade, and ought to propitiate as
much as possiblg every nation which has
the same interest as ourselves in 1its
maintenance. In one word, it1s our in-
terest to attach the friendship of Russia,
Sweden, Ifolland, Denmark, and of all
nations who have a deep interest in free
trade, to the cause of America. Mr C.
felt a strong impression, that if we open-
ed our ports to them, and the maritime
usurpations of Britain continued, they
would in time make common cause with
America ; that in time their weight
would be thrown into the scale with us
to counteract the policy of Britain. 1t
would not be decorous or wise for the
U. S. standing up for the freedom of
trade, to pursue acourse of policy calcu-
lated to irritate those nations with whom
we may have a common cause. What
had the Emperor of Russia said in rela-
tion to our war with Britain, when ap-
prised of it? He had expressed his soli-
citude for trade with América, and re-
gretted that our difference with G. B
would interrupt it. This sentiment he
had expressed at a moment when all
France and her allies marched against
him, and he did not know how soon
France would plant her standard in his
capital. That sentiment must have still |
greater influence with him now, when
“his enemy is repelled. The same feel-
ings which ‘governed the KEmperor of
Russia in this respect, must in & greater
or less degree govern every nation on
the continent of Ilurope, whose interests
ave the same, In the proposition which
had been made to France on the:part
of the allies, a solicitude had been e-
vinced on this subject, which, if thds
country shews a disposition to extend

 the beneftls of commerce to the Kure+

[

forget, Mr.

ject, he hoped

‘we may carry

| be ten votes 1

ernments or mern.

{1 mnatc, &c.

bk &ohtiient, vt have Weight inthe
British ¢abinet. . We ought névér to

ma,int&in our neutral poaition and ﬁ.*ﬂj tfy

the benefits of neutral tradeé, we had for
years cloged our eyes against the aggres-
sions on the part of the enemy: Sufter-
ance on our part had provoked only
further injury, which had forced us to
arms in defence of neutral rights aud
free trade. Under this view of the sub-
this committee would du-
ly appreciate the necegsity of concihat-
ing those nations whose  interests were
now the same as ours, with whom we
have now some frade,aiid in future may

expect it to be greatly extended. But
it might be said Englind would not per-

mit this trade. 'To what situation, Mr.
C. asked, would she then be reduced ?

To an alternative the most.aukward and
perplexing. She must either keep up

her present mere cruizing or paper
hlockade of our seacoast, to prevent the
entrance of those neutrals, or modify
her system of paper blockade in favor of
all neutrals. Will riot a persistance in
her present

capture at sea of neutral vessels, destin-
ed for the United States, irritate and vex thofe
nations, and detach them from  the caufe 'of
Great Britain ! If on the other had fhe modi-
ges her blockade iu their favor, Mr. C. faid,
on a lucrative trade to the
continent of Europe not beveficial to England,
but very much fo to the United States. The
very option which will be thus prefented will
embarrafs the Britith Cabinet, and have a
fironger tendency to produce peace than ten
years continuance of the prefent fyftem » when
the profpect of its producing any preflure has
become fo very faint. Mr: C. faid he would
ask of gentlemen of the fame fide of the houfe
with himself, whether if the reftrictive fyftem

‘were now off, that there would be ten votes
“in the hoaufe in favor of putting it on ? He con-

tended there would not. If it were to ex-
pire on the tenth of the month, would theve
in favor of its renewal ! He believ-

ed not. If the houfe would in neither cafe em-

bracepit under prefent circumitances, there was |

the fttrongeft reafon to prefume that in 1ts
judgment the reftrictive fyftem is not now o-
perative and wife. What then asked he was the
objection to repealing it ? A regard to confif-
tency. He knew, he {aid, that regard otight
always to be had to that valuable trait in gove
But it was not the duty of
men to regulate their conduct without any re-
gard to events. True wifdom confifts In
propérly adapting your conduct to circum{tan-
ces. Two things may change ourconduct in

any particular point ; a change of our own 0«
pinio *y or of exterior circumitances, which en-
tirely cange tte reafon of our former conduct.
Men cannot always go ftraight forward, but
muft regatd the obftacles which impede their
courfe. Inconfiftency confifts in a change of
couduét when there is no change of eircum-
ftances -to juftify it. Thofe who adapt their
conduct to 2 charge of circumitances,»act not
inconfiftently but otherwife. = “They would be
inconfiftent if they perfifted in a courfe of mea-
fures after the reafons which called for them
had fo changed as to require a courie directly
the reverfe. Mr. C. faid he refpected the firm-
nefs of many frieids atound him, becaule it
indicatedtheir determination to perfevere in any
fyftem and adhere to any meafures which they
believed the interest of their country to require.
But, according to the view which he had tak-
en, he did not view fuch a perfiftence In the
reftrictive {yftem to be the dictate of wisdom
or found policy. There were many other ob-
(ervations which he might make on this fub.
ject, which be fhould at prefent forbear to urge.
As to the manufacturing intérest; m regard to
which fome fears have been éxpréfled, the re-
folution voted by the houfe yefterday was a
firong pledge that it woula not sufler the ma
nufaccurers to be unprotected in cafe of a re-
peal of the reftrictive fyftem. Mr. C. faid he
hoped at all times-and under every policy
they would be protected with due care. A?;
further remarks he referved u. til he fhould hear
the objections to the bill. -
Mr. Webster of N. H. next took the floor.
He was happy he said, that it had fallen to
his lot to be present at the effice which they
were now about to perform, of reading the fu-
neral obfequies of the reftrictive fyftem. He
rejoiced in moderation, he felt a temperate ex-
ultation, that this fyftem, which he conceived
?rnicious as to ourfelves, and imbecile as to
oreign nations, was about to be configned ‘o
the tomb of the Capulets. He congratulated
his friends, who had predicted this end, that
that they had-lived to see its existence ter-
. He went on to speak figuratively
of the refirictive fyftem, which he faid, was
something like afyftern of faith, te be acted,

not to be deliberated on ; it seemed to have |

been believed to be effential to our political fal-
vation, and any departare from it as leading
certamly to political perdition—and he did not
believe that any Saint in the Calender ever
had a set of followers lefs difpofed to trouble-
ome enquiry, than the followers of this restric-
tive fyflem. 'I'he authors of this system how-
ever had well underftood its object 3 the ©ppos
fers of it alfo underftood it—and that it had
failed to effect its object, the late meflage of
the prefident fufficiently proved. ‘I'he charac-
ter of the fyftem, like that of many other
things, would not be very well known or ge-
nerally underftood unul it was defiroyed. It
was now passing off with general execration 3
its true features would now be diftinctly feen,
its true characer correétly underftood. The
opponents of this [yitem had always told its
friends that it was not a {yftem of policy truly
American. The house had now been told this
was a fyftem of meafures connected with the
the affairs of Europe, which fhould fluctuate
and rife and fall with the politics of that coun-
try. This had been frequently faid by its op-
ponents, but never before acknowledged by
ts friends. On what ground was the fyfiem
now propofed to be given up but this—'1 hat
that the flate of things created by the predomi-
nance of French power on the contuent
of Eurcpe has ceaf=d, and the fyftem which
‘depended on it ought to ceale ‘alfo ~———
That, in fact, no effect could be expected trom
it but by its cosoperation with the views of
France. Mr., W, said he should not now go
tnto a view of the coincidences which might
he traced, or take this occasion to shew that
the first embargo was laid at the commence-

ment of the continental system in Europe — |

Fiom the nature of things, however, the mea-
sure could have no effect but from such coinci
dence. [Tow wasit to operate on Britain ? By de-
nying %o her a market for her manufactures,—.

\ ' ' | - W |

. C. said, the reason -which
had forced us into war. Anxious 1o

illegitimate blockade; and

Wt aianticg of British manofagtiires did W
{ annoually consume? To what amount, soto
speak; did we refpsea mark et to her manufacg-
tives? Inthis poing of view besaid, we consum-
ed about oneswwellth of her produce, or one-
sixth of her export, though the amount had been
estimated much lower. Could it be supposed,
that by refusing to purchase this small amount
of her whole manufactures, we coald compel
her to comply with our terms? It could not
be supposed, that we could, whilst we at the
same time deprived our own citizens .of the
market for the whole of their surplus produce.
The truth however was now aeknowledged ;
the system had been. introduced 3s a system of
co-operation with France.
asked what the gentleman meant by co-opera-
tion ? In one sense, he himsélf had not used
it, and now denied its application.] .M. Web-
ster said he did not allude to. the gentléman’s
speech particularly, but to say that the effect to
be expected to be produced by the restrictive
systemy was from its pressure operating at the
same time and in the same manner with cir-
cumstances in Europe. That was what he call.
ed co-operation, viz. the denial of our market
to England, operating with and depending ffor
its success on the French policy prevailing
in Europe. Now, Mr. W. said, he objected
to a system of policy depending on the ﬂ,uctu.
ation of affairs on the continent of Europe,—
Let me ask,said he,if the people iof this coun.
try, from the first iutroduction of this system
to this moment, have been apprized of this cir-
cumstance. On the contrary, how much angry
declamation had been heretefore caused bythe

[ Mr..Calhoun here

assertion of that fact ! ‘The people had beentaught |

to believe that the enemy would be made to feel

the system by the operation of its mere pres-
sure. Yet the House was now told it was to
be abanidoned bacause the state of things which
was to render it effectual against the enemy
had ceased to exist. The great ervor of and
objection to this system w as, that it had a ten-
dency fo make the policy ef this country de-
pendent on those of Europe, to make us fluc-
tuate with the current of its atfairs. The same
reason which was now urged for the taking it
off, would prevail to cause its re-enactment if
the Allics sheuld be driven beyond the Rhing,
Prussia and Germany reduced to terms, and
the forces of Russia be again driven into her
¢ frightful climate” —these redsons [ay per.
“haps be urged for re enicting asystem which
it is mow thou ght proper to abandon. Thus
it was, that until this habit of connecting our
politics with the affairs of Enrope should be a-
bandoned, we should not be an independent peo-
ple. By the sudden fall of this system, thou-
candé wauld necessarily be ruined, as others
were in its commencement. ‘l'here was No-
thing so ohjectionablein 4 commercial coun-
try as the habit of frequent and violent chang-
es of policy. It was however a fact too noto-
rious. that there was a rlass of men in this
country to wrhom violent change was accepta-
ble ; men who loocked upon wnatever was un-
common to be wise and greal, There was
therefore no caiculating on the course of the
government-—there was not a time for the last
“Lwo years, when.any person could calculate
on the permanency of its policy for a moment
beyond the present. What made it worse, was
that the true standard by which the politics of
the government had been nanaged, bad nevei
been told to the people. On the contrary,
they had been led to believe, by thc friends and
sup; orters of the administration, that'the poli.
tics of Euarope had nothing to do with our
measuces, and the standard by ewhich others
adjudged them was declared to be unjust and
aafounded. Who could have imagined that
the restrictive system would have been aban-
doned sosuddenly ? If the people had been
told that it would be abandoned whenthe pow:
er of France was crushed,’they would have
anderstood it, and acted accordingly. Mr. W,
ceferred to the President’s messageof Dec.
last 3 to the bill which passed this (iouse for
more effectaally enforcing the non-ithportation
act by introducing a novel principle inw our
laws, and departing from all establi-hed rules
of law ; to the bill wuich came from the Sen
ate, and was mow before this House, for pro-
hibiting the importslion of any articles whieb
mig "t have come from Linglish possessions ;
to the recent decision against Paul Cuffee’s
hill, :nd aganst the transportation by water,
of lime for the use of his bouseless constiu-
ents, lest they should violate the embargo-—
Lo show how rigialy this system had been ap-
held until the very moment that thie message
came ifto the kouse recommending its repeal.
§ O adverted also Lo the Lﬂgiﬁlatixe _addresﬁes
Sow on the table approving of the measure=
and to those which thoug!. inexi-tence had not
been presented, having arrived alittle too late,
— A government ﬁllhjttt‘ to such sudden
changes was not co'mpe;!ent td manage the
a'ldirs of a great mation. There were
many other very important considerations,
connected ‘with this change in our policy
The people had been told that this
s stem had a great tendency to promote infant
manufaciures, that if it did nothing else bu*
nduce the habit of providing for ouir own wanis
by our own means, it woulé be a blessing.—
How often had this consideration been enfore
ed! And yet those who understood the system
did not hésitate to tell thé people that the mo-
meént the policy of the government required it,
the manufacturers would be sacrifice: with as
Iittle hesitation as the merchants had been :
‘hat the same Omsparing hand would pros-
trate  both that the manufacturers Aas
well as therchants would be suftered tofall with-
out remorse and without regret,  Something
had indeed been said in the message in regard
to double duties, which were to guard the ma-
nufacturvers from loss.  Mr. Woo said he ad-
monjshed évery man in the nation notto be ta-
ken in by this intimation, The double duties.
would not be continued—he did not say they
ought ; but, if not, they ought not to be held
out as likely to be continued. The proper
measure would doubtless be a regular tariff of
duties. and not rashly to double the duties on
all articles, on colfee, tea and other necessaries,
‘n order to encourage the manufacture of wool-
lens, &c. The moment the purpose of afford-
ing revenue no longer required them, the dou-
ble duties would be abolished, he repeated.——
W hat was they duty of a goveinment in respect
to its pelicy ¢ T'hat it should be regular, not
variable.  With respect to manufactures Mr.
W. thought it necessary to speak with some
precision.  He was an enemy (0 réaring ma-
nufactures or any cther interest in‘a hot-bed ;
he would not legislate too rashly in relation {o
them. All manufactures compatible with the
iterest of the country ought to be fostered ;
but for one he never wished to see a Shetfield
or a Birmingham in this country. He spoke
of the evils of extensive manufactores, &c. and
too populous towns. He wished to let the dif-
ferent pursuits of society take their own course,
and not to pive excessive bounties or neefer-
ences to one over another,  Fhe true spirit of
the constitution did not confer the poweron
government to change the habits of whole sec-
tions of the country, but to grant protection to
all sections’ of it to pursue their own avoca-
tions, which ovght to be encuraged but not
forced. Hehoped on this, as on other points,
‘to see the government returning to an honora-
ble and correct course. At the abondonment.
~ of the embargo he rejoiced ; and should rejoice

¥ -

" ostill turther when the government should pur-

"

| merican feamen 3 who, if the bill weceto |

tionable to reftriét our citizens from going 2«
R%'

‘would be carried on by the

“would scud to fea in forgign efa'-"flj’ a9 due
fert a finking fhip, S o T
o ““*nr-ému’.\

sie a petmanent System, annotncé fts policy
to the pebple, parsue measares on its owr

strenigth, and not subject  Us £o thé power and
will of foreign nations, ‘This being but a brief
ket;.':h,w emniaces the substahice o M. Webs
ster’s remarks. A ; :
The chaijian
sectich of the vili. e L4 | |
M. M Kini'of ‘Md. said he had, from the
presentation of this bill; been of lOpinion that it
¢mbt'ac¢3 twd objects which obight to be kept
separate and distinct, Besides, Some getitlengen
might be disposed tg give free stope to the in-
dustry and enterptize of the country; whd wete
averse to @ repedlof the prohibition of imposts;
He titerefore moved to stéike out the 2d séctiom
of the bill (repealing the non-importation acts.)
M. .Calhour said-he had only oné obsérva-
tion to make, e boped the provisions of thig"
bill would all go together ; that they would all
stand-_'qlf:allffall., , L SRR VT g
_Without debate, the motiont was negatived,
ay.s 3]' | y i rol V| Eedh |
" Myr. Oakley of N. Y. made two SECessive
motions, the object of which “ was to do away
all penalties. and forfeitures which ‘shall havé
been inecurred undér the dcts proposed to be ree
pealed, '+ 9 R RS Nl
These motions were supported by Mr;'O. &
Messrs. Gaston, King of Mass: and Ward ,on
the ground that the continvation of: prosecu-
tions ard collections of fines and forfeitures
would answer no end, the laws being repealed;
but to enrich informers, Without producing any
salutary. effect, as the object of penalties wae
not to'avenge but to deter from vialatian of law,
&c. and especially 1n cases of offerices which

ijrdﬁ&edeé to redd théizcbﬁhé

‘were constituted by tempokary laws ; and were

opposed by Messrs.. Wiight ef Md: and Cal-

{ houn of 8. €. on the ground of necessity of en-

forcing general respect to the government Yo
laws geriéralj,rﬂs well as of;pérrticlﬁ]ar statutesg

‘and on the argument that the magnitude and e~

vil of any wanton violation 'of liw was in no
degree lessened by the tepeal of the law violats
ed, but ought to be as rigidly punished as if the
law were still in existénce, '- 1 |
These proposed amendmen's werenégatived g |
the first by a large majority, and the second
by the following vote ! N
For the amendment
Ageinst 1t |
" Mr. Calkoun moved an améndment to the
sécond section of the bill, little more than ver#

bR
88

bal, going Lo include in the repeal se much also.

of any act or acts as prohibit the importation of
the products of British territories in neutrat’
vessels, &c.=~Agreed to. | & oy

Mr. Bradley of Vt. then moved to strike out
the 3d section of the bill (which is recited bes
low.) If he understood its object, ¥ was to
permit a eommerce to be carried on in neutral
vessels from which our own vessels were shut
up. This he believed to be contrary to the trae
policy of the coantrys | |

Mr. Calhoun opposed the motion, It was
advisable, he 3aid, as far as possible; to keep our
own seamén engaged in our own vessels or in
our maiine. | | |
Mr. Pickering of Mass. advocated the mo-
tion. He thought the section might produce
much inconvenience, by preventing our citizens
from poing out to bring home vessels detained
abroad,& but httle benefit, because t’heluw.wag.ﬂ_ !
siven by mneutrals would be no inducement
to our seamen to leave the high wages given g
our seryice. - |

M. Potier of R, 1. opposed the motion, If
the bill passed, all dur commerce would be car<
ried on with British ‘capital, though under
neutral colors ; and, if this section was struck
out, besides taking the carrying trade, the Bri-
tish would uet our seamen also. |

Mr. Mmrfrrgg of ;N C: sﬁppﬂfted the mg-
tion, principally on (he ground of the discre=
tion given to the collectors as to'passports, &e.
and the aifficulty they would find in distrimi-
mating.  This section, if retained, would pro-
hibit the exercise of the right of emigration, to
which every citizen is en! itled, and was so ob+
noxious Lo him, that, unless it were struck outy
he must vote against the bill.

Mt. Oakley moved to amend the 34 section,
which he considered it important o retain, by
inserting in it the words ¢during the contina-
ance of the war between the Un fed Statss and
Great Britain,”” this motion was agreed to.

A motion was then made to strike out the
latter clause Iofthiﬁ sectiony which goes to [Sro-' |
hibit neatral vessels from taking passengers
without pasports. _

The motion was opposed by Mr Calhoun on
the ground that this clause was necessary to
give efficacy to the preceding part of the see-
tyon. :

The motion to strike out the latter clause of
the 3d section wag negatived, e

For the mofion 57
~Against it 8%

The question then recurred on striking out
the whole of the 3d section being as amended
in the following words : -

Sec. 3. And be it further endcled, 'That np
foreign ship or vessel, dufing the present-war
between the United States and Great Britain, .
shall receive a clcarapee ot be p'ermitted to
depart from the United States; whose officers
and crew shall not consist wholy of theciti-
zens or subjects of the country to which such .
ship or vessel shall belong, or of # country in
amity with the United States : and no citizen of -
the United States shall be permitted to depar®
insuck thip or vessel without s passportor
permission therefor, furnished under the authos
rity and direction of the President of the Unie
ted States., # ¥ ,‘
~ Mr. Pitkinof Cont. advocated the motionte
strike eut this section, the provisions of which
he considered impolitie if net uncunstitutionak.
[t was contrary to the interest of our own peg-
ple, which certainly favored the covering our
property, during war, by the neutral flag, if it
was practicible, 'The seetion proposed also to
deprive the seamen of the United States of the
right of going abroad, and would operate m
the manner of impiessment by forcibly detain-
ine them in our service ; and: would alse prove
a hardship on neutral traders as well as on our
‘own citizens, | | | | ,

Mr. Fisk of Vt.said that though he should
vote for this whole bill with much reluctance
for varions reasons, yet if this section were
stricken eut, he must vote against the bill.— -
He made a number of remarks in reply to Mr.
Pitkin. He denied it to be any hardship to our
seamen to prescribe the regulations ' wnder
which foreign vessels should enter and depart
from our ports, and expressed his surprize 6
the gentleman from Connecticut to bhave be=
come so far a convert to the right of expatria~
tion, as to believe it unconftitutional or o jece
broad during war. = If thele feamen were, to"
go out they would only be subjeét to. capture
by the enemy, and increafe the number of A=
merican prisoners now in his pofleffion.. T etk

Mr. Potter of R. L alfo oppofed the motion
for firiking out the section, and made feveral
appropriate remarks againft the motion. I
this fection were firicken out, our comInerce
would not only be carried on with die capital .
and tothe profit of Britifh erchants, but

topioyment of A«
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