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 OF the Committec appointed on the Wienty torrd

it NGV "-29-—6—_1{,55;3,(1 and Cﬂi‘hﬂii&éa to aénrﬂ-—
. gnittee of the whole House on Monday, tht'__-

. The Committee charged wlt'h an enquiry ;g&
intirnately concerning the character of admin-

of September laft to enquire into the Gauscs
and Particulars of the Invasion of the Gity

. af Washingion, by the British forcesy tn the |

" smonth of August, 1814+

19th of December next.
Gemes T L RIBPORT,

iftration, the sensibility of the nation, and the

_henor of its arms; as the caufes of the succefs
 of the énemy in his recent enterprizes againit
~ this metropolis, &c. have endeavored to coni-

 bine dispatch with effet, in the manner. in

. Proceedings of the Gvbinet of 7(15 yilrig',; 1814
. Previously to the 2d of July, this city com-
' " pofed a part of military diftriét No. 5: Early
. in June laft, the secretary of war furnifhed the
. prefident, at his requeft, with a general repor't

~which they have colleéted the fats and *ﬁ;wsl

~prefented in the following ftatement §

of the firength of the regular troops and mili=
¢ia then in the service of the United States, a_n'd
¢heir diitribution 3 which was submitted to thé

heads of departments by the president on the |

4th of June. The secretary of the navy had

 §urnifthed the president with a similar esttmate

of our naval forces ; that which was applicable

~ ¢o the limits of military diftrict Mo. 10, will

_ hereafter appear. _
gnate of the land forces it appearsy that the ag-
gregate number of troops

By a reference to the eftr:

stationed in diftrict

" Wo s, oni ke yth of June, amounted to 2 208,

~ of whichthere wer: 2 154 effeétives ftationed
~as follows ¢ At Norfolk, 224 artillerifts, the
goth, 35th and 1ft battalion of the 38th regi
ment of infantry, amounting to 912 j at Balti-

' synore, 11¥ artillerifts, ad battalion of the 38th
v giment of infantry, amounting to 316, sea

Gagit - fencibles 173 ; at Annapolis, 4o arti lertts at

' Fort Walhington, 82 ditto; St. Mary’s 36th

regiment of ‘nfantry, 350. ‘The meeting of

“the cabinet on he 7th, and the eftimates of
~ Jand and naval forces, had no particular relas |
‘tion to the defence of any part of military dis-
 ¢riét No. g5 but for measures generally, and.

_particularly in regard to the campaign on our

territorial frontiers in the north and northweft.

 Nor does it appear that this city had excited
. more than ordinary attention at this time.

' Proceedings of the Cabinet the 1st Fuly.

ved that the enemy had the inclination and the
power to increase his military and naval forces

. 3againft the United States; and in hat event

ke believed that a variety of confiderations.

. would prefen this city as one of the prominent
 obiedts of attack. On the 26th e, de

. patches were received from Mr. Gallatin and

of June, des-

Mr. Bayard, confirming the views of the pre-
sident, which induced him toconvene the heads
of departments on the fi ft of July; at which
vime he prefented a plan of a force immediate

1y to be called in‘o the field, and an additional
force to be kept in readiness to march without
“delay i cafe of necessity

It seemed to be
his objeét that some position should be ta«<en
between the Easternbranch and Patuxent, with
¢wo or three thoufand men, and that an addi
¢ional force of ten or twelve thousand millitia
and vo unteers sh uld be heid in readinefs in
¢he neighboring ftates, including the militia of

the diftriét of Coulmbia, and that convenient-

depots of arms and military cquipments fhould
be eftablithed. The measures suggefted were
approved by the heads of departments 5 or, in
‘other words, it does not appear that any dis-
sent was expreéfled.
Correfpondence of the Secretary of War and
General Winder.

The next day, July the 2d, by a general or-

der of the war department, the roth mi'itary

Aiftrict was created, to embrace the ftate of

Maryland, the diftrit of Columbia, and that
part of Virginia lying between the Rappahan.

~ noc and Potomac, under the command of bri

gadier gen. Winder, who being then in Bali-

~ more, was advifed of the fact by a letter from

the secretary of war of the same date. On
the +th of July, a requisition was made on

~certain ftates for a corps of 93,500 men, defig-

nating the quota of eath, with a requefl to the

execurive of each flate to detach and hold in

readinefs for immediate service their refpective
detachments, recommending the expediency of
~fixing the places of rendezvous ' ith a due re-

~ gard to points the importande or exposure of

which would moft likely atrraét the views of
¢he enemy. Of thatrequisition, 2000 effedt
ives from the quota of Virginia, 5000 from
that of Pennsylvania, 6cco0, the whole quota
“of Varyland, and 2009, the eftimated number
of the militia of the diftri€t of Columbia, were
put at the isposition of the commanding gen-

eral, as hereaf er appears, moking the aggre-
- gate number of ¥5000, exclusive of the regular

Lroops, viz. the 36th regiment, one battalion
of the 38th, two troops of dragoons, two com-
sanies of the roth infantry, ene company of
the r2th, and two companies of sea fencibles,
supposed to amount to 1000 men, besides the
artillerifts composing the garrisons of forts M¢
Henry and Weshington.

~ On the gth of July general Winder, in a

~ letter to the secretary of war, on the subject of

the duties which devolved upon him as com-
ynander of the 1oth military district, a previous
conversation 18 alluded to as having taken
place between them, in consequence of the re-

~quest of the sccretary in his letter of the 2d of
~ July. Gen Winder appears to have understood
the intention of the secretary of war to be, that

~¢he militla force proposed for the 1o h military |

district should be drafted and designated, but

¢hat o part of it should be called into the field |

until the hoftile fquadron in the Chefapeake
fhould be reinforced to such an extent as to

render it probable that a serious attack was

‘contemplated ; ftates the difficulty of colleét
2ng a force 'in an emergency, fufficient to re-

- tard the advance of the enemy ; and {uggefts
' the expediency of calling out 4.00 of the mili

tia, with a vi w to ftation them in equal pro-
portions between Sou'h River and Washing-
ton, and in the vicinity of Baltimore. '

On the 12th of July the secretary of war;

in a letter to general Winder, encloses a circu-

- Jar addrefled to the governors of certain flates,
requiring a body of militia to be organized, e-

~qupped and held in readiness for future ser- |
- vice, and authorises him, in case of actual or
“mmenaced invasion of the difirict under his coms |

geand; to call for a part or the whole of the

Ty

; quota assigned to the state of Maryland ; and

in another of the 1yth of July, the sccrefary

_authorizes general Winder to draw from Vi

Advertiser. |

ginia 2,000 men, from Pennsylv nia 5,000

men, and informs him- that the whole of the"

militia of the diftr &t of Columbia, amounting

to about 2,000, was in a difpofable ftate, and
{ubject to his order ; making, together with the |

six thoufand from Maryland, the eftunate o

15 000 militia. On the 15th of July the se-

i eartridges for the eightecn’s could be sent

down if ordered ; that he had long since direct-
ed soine grape shot to be prepared for the 18
b, columbiads; that a takle and f4li to mount
the gunsin the block house should be prep:-
red ; that captain Marsteller had just inform-
“ed him, that a good takle and fall were ai the

cretay of war advifed general Winder, that }

the arrival of the van of Cochranes fleet at

‘Lynhaven bay, ahd . that the agent a: Point
) Look out had reprefented that 3 seventy fours,

3 frigates, an armed floop and brig afcended
the bay at half paft 5§, p. m. on the 14th . that

| he considered it proper to call into fervice the
brigade of militia which had been for fome time
held in readinefs at Baltimore, and not knowe

ing whether general W nder was at Baltimore,
or Annapolis; he had infiructed the major ges
neral inder whose orders they were organized,

{ tb call thém outs - | , ) ¥
 Gen. Winder, in 2 letter of the z6th July to

the sec. of war, among other things, expreffes
his embarraflment in relation to the situation of
Anngpo. and givesit as his opinion thata large

~general Porter had communicated the faét of |

fort when he left it; and that the platiorm was
upwards of 20 feet wide, Geperal Winder, in
a letter of the 26th" July, from Piscataway,
advises the secretary of war, that the enemy
had descended boih the Potomac and Patux-

ent rivers ; that he expected him up the bay,

“and should not be surprised to find Annapolis
his object, which he feared would fall be fore

500 men ; and that he should return to Marl-

‘borough as soon as he could ascertain the
movements of the enemy. On the 27th of
July, general Winder, in two letters to the

wecretary of war from Piscataway, siates the

force under general Stewartat 800 ; colonel
Beall’s regiment at Port Toboceo from 300 to.
350 infantry, and 40 dragoons ; colonel Bow-

en’s regiment at Nottingham at 300; and the

detachment of reglulars under command of

lieutenant colonel Scott, was also at Notting-

~ham ; and from general Winder’s letter to

force and many ' additiofial works would be

necessary to defend it against a serious attack
by land and water ; states its importance to
the enemy, and the case with which it might

be meintained by them with the corimand by

yd riis protected by baiteries ; represents Fort

Madison as exposeéd, and unhealthy in the

months of Adzust and September, provided
@ith two 50 lo. cclunbiads, 2 twenty-fours, 2

{ zighteens, 1 twelve and 1 tom, which might

betur.ed with succes. ag-inst fort Severn ;
that these gans should be removed and ar-
rangements made toblow u the fort, and
represents 'he importance
town if the means could be obtained ; states
the gavernor of Maryland and council had
taken’the necessary steps to comply immedi-

defending the

ately with the requisition of the general go- |

vernment. On the 7th July, a letter from
general Winder to the secretiry of war states

ordered the detachment of reguiarg to Not-
tingham, had sent ouit the alarm to assemble
a miiitia force, and suggests the propriety of
sending to that place the maritime corps and
all the militia that could be procured from
the district of Columina. The secretary on
the same day acknowledges the receipt of the

| above letter, and s aies that the marine corps
was not under his commaid ; but had sent Lhe
request to the president, and, as the suthority |

to call the militia was vested in the cornman-

| | ding general, he had transmitied his requisi-

_ But soon after, certain intelligence being

 yeceived of the coimplete ~uccess of the allies in.
- .the subjugation of France, the President helie-

tion upon the district to general Van Ness |
he also reminds bim that the two regiments
near Baltimore had been called into actual
service, and expresses the wish of the presi-
dent that not less than two nor more than
3,000 of the drafts, under the requisition of
the fourth of July, should be embodicd and
encampe | at some middle point between Bal.
timore and this city,

From the letter of general Winder, of the

20th July, it appesrs that the enemy proceed-

ed up the Patuxent to Hunting creek, landed
and committed some depredations in Calvert
county, and retarned down the river Three
companies of city volunteers had marched
from this district,in obedience to the call of.
general Winder, which he had halted at the
Wood yard, end the detachments of the 36th
and 38 h regiments at Upper Muiboro, while
he proceeded to Annupolis, to arrange with
th: governor the calling out the Maryland
imilitia ; which he sta'es will be immediately
artended to by the governor. He states that
he had called for the largest number directed
by the nresident, viz. 3000, cxpecting thereby
to-get 2000, (he lowest number ; thut he for-
bore to di=mantle fort Madison, as it migh

alirm the p ople, ind produce disagreeable
scnsa‘ions; prefercing rather to risque it in
case ofattack, On the 23d of July, g:neral
W inderinforms the secretary of war that the
governor of Maryland ha¢ issued bis order for
calling out 3000 of the drafts under the re-
quisition of t' 4th of July, and had appoint-
e Bladensburg as the place of r ndezy us sc-
cording to his sugge tion In acother letter
of the same date, general Winder infurms the
secretary of war, that he had leemed i expe-
dient to direct captain Davidson with the city

volunteers, to return to the city of Washing-
ton, from the two fold consideration that the
acility with which they could tuin ou' ani

procecd to any peint, rendered th m nearly
as eff-ctive asif kept in the field, and theim

portance to thom individualiy of attending to
their private concerns, That therifles: u-ed
hy captain Doughty’s company w re very de-

fective, and that ca; tain Bu'ch’sartillery were
withou: swords, He recommends that the
camp equipage should be 1-ft in charge of the
company officer: to facilitate their march,

On the 25'h of July, general Winder, ina

|etter to the secretary of war, dated at War-

narton, near fort Washington, represents that
fort in several respec's to be incomplete in its
preparation for defence ; enclescs a represen-
tation of lieutenant Edwards on the subject ;
makes a requisition of ammunition and re-

battery more effectual. The report of lieute-
nant Edwards spraks of the necessity of
mounting heavy artillery inthe Block house ;
s ates that the 18 [b. colunbiads were not

| mounted, and thatthe g rri:on wanted means

o mount them, being destitute of gin and ta-
kle ; represents the width of the platform,
which ought to be 21 feet, to be only 14, and
that the heavy gans at their first discharge
would tecoil to the hurtois. and.on being hea-
ted would run over it; that five excelient long
18’s were mounied on the water batiery,
which would be very useful in case of attack ;
but there was not a single pound of ammuni-

tion tor them, and that some of the gun car

ringes in the fort were quite oul of order.
This statement of licutenant Edwards was
referred upon its receipt to colonel Wads-
worth, with orders tosupply what was wan-
ting ac the fort, of which the secretary advised
general Winder, bearing date 28th July ; and
col. Wadsworth, in a representsiion about
¢ e same date, states, that two hands had been
order-d from Greenleaf’s point on the Mon-
day previous, to execute the necessary repairs
of the gun carriages ; that the platform as well

‘as the parapet was too marrow, but pot :0
{ narrow as lieutenant Edwards had stated, for

it was directed tobe made 20 or 22 feet wide,
and that the disadvantage of too mnariow a
platform could be obviated with no great dif-
fica'ty, by means of an elastic handspike in-
troduced between the spokes of the wheels,
which would prevent them from turning, and
thus check the recoil of the piece. Fuarther

§ states, that two hundred rounds of shot and

quests that colon-1 Wadswerth may cause the
platform to be enlarged <0 as te make the

| that information, that he deemed credible, }
was received that the enemy was ascending
the river in considerable force ; that he had

the secretary of war ofthe 1st of August, from
Port Tobacco, it appears that he had the de-

tachment under lieutenant colonel Scott, at

Piscataway. P sk i
Cortespondence of gemeral Winder, with the
- governor of Pennsylvania, -

In relation to the quota of Pennsylvania un-~

der the requisition of the 4th of July, and

‘more especially as it regards the 5000 men

subject to the «all of general Winder, and as-
signed to hiscommand, it appears that gene-
ral Winder wrote tothe governor of Pennsyl-
vania, on the 6th of August advising him that

the secretary of war had destined a part of

that quota te act under his command, in de-

fending the country embraced in the 10th mi-
litaty district, and requesting that he might

be inforined of the place orplaces of rendez-
voas which would be fixed for such troops, and
recommending places most contiguons to the
cities of Waust.ington and Baltimore. On the
8th of Aug. Gen. Winder writes again to the

governor of Pennsylvania, stating that since | 4th, and enclosed to the secretary of war the
{ gencral orders issoead by the governor of Vie- |

ginia on the 22d of June, placing inreadiness |

his first communication he had read a letter
from the secietary of war, dated the 17th of

! July, which bad pot reached hkim at an ear-

lier period in consequence of his haviig been
in constant motion since that time ; which
informed him that of the quota of militia of
Pennsylvania under the requisition of the 4th
of July, 5000 were destined for the 10th ni-

litary “district, subject to his call as com-

manding officer, and requested that as great
a proportion of the detachment as possibie

should be rilemen, |

On the 11th of August, secretﬁry Boileau,

| under the direction of the governor of Pen.

nsylvania, in answer to general Winder,
atates, that in consequence of the deranged
state of the militia system, great difficulties
occurred to the executive in relation to the
quota required to be held in readiness for the
service of the United States. "T'he only ef-
fort that could be made towards a compliance.
with the requisition, was to _have ordered =
designation for the service of the requisite

| troops, under the militia law of 1807, and

before the expiration of that law :  which or-

“der had been issued by the governor, and

was in a course of execution; that the militia
law of 1807, expired on the 1st of Aug. and
that all commissions, under it became void,
except of such officers as might be in service
on that day; snd that, by an oversight in the

legislature, no complete-organization of the |

militia could be legally madeinPennsyivania,
antil the 4th Monday in October, when a
classification was to take place, '~

On the 17th of Augusi, general Winder
makes a requisition on the Governor of Pen-
nsylvaaia, for one regiment, to march forth-
with to the city of Washington; and on the
day following, in consequence of large rein-
forcements of the enemy in the mouth of the
Patuxent he calls for the whole 5000 Pennsyl
vania militia, by virtue of his previous «uiho-
riy. 'The 5000 were ordered out, to rendez-
voas at York, in Pennsylvania, on the 5th of
September; of course, not in time to give
any aid on the occasion for which they were
ca.led, nor was general Winder’s letter of
‘be 18/ h received by the governor of Pennsyl-
vania until the evening of the 23d.
Correspondence of the secretary of

general Winder:

On the 13th of Aogusi, general Winder,
ina letter to the secretary of war, states, that
in consequence of the acceptance of the 2d
regiment drafted from general Smith’s divi-
sion, under the requisition of April, for part
of the requisition of the 4th of July, the im-
practicability, besides improgriety, of calling
any portion ofthe drafted militia from theeas-
tern shore of Muryland, and the necessity of
leaving all the men immediately upon the
bay, and lowdown on the rivers of the west-
ern shore, for local defence ; the remaining
portion of the Maryland drafts to be assembl-
ed at Bi:.densburgh, instead of being 3000
would not much exceed as many hundred—
yet he would require the governor to order
out all the drafts that could possibly be spared
from the 3 lower brigades on the western
shor ; but 4s the whole number drafted on the
western shore, exclosive of the brigade drawn
from general Smiih’s division, did not a-
moun: to 1500 men, he did not expect more
than 1000 under the second order of the go-
vernment, that of the 4th of July. The most
imme:diate and convenicot resource to supply
this deficiency, was to take the militia drawn
out under the state authority and assembled
at Annapolis, to the amount of 1000, into the
service of tre U.States, and to call on Pennsyl
vania for one regiment, which would make
his militia between 2 and 3000 men, besides
the 2 regiments from’ gen. Smith’s divisien,

In answer to this letter, the secretary of
war, in a letter of the 16th of August, autho-
rises general Winder to take into the service
of the U, S:ales, the Ma yland miii’ia then
at Annano'is, orelsewhcre, that had been cal-
led out under the state authority, as part of
Bhﬁ; quota required by the order of the 4th of
; u_ y. ‘ \ " V. q
Correspondence of the secretary of war with.

the governors of Maryland, Pennsylvania

and ¥V rginia.. | '

On the 27th of July

war and

the governor of Mary-

‘land states, in a letter to the secretary of war,
that in conformity to the request of the presi.

dent of the U. States, communicated in the
requisition of the 4th, a detachment of 5,500
infantry and 600 artillery was directed te be
organized and held in readiness to move at
the shortest notice; and in order to comply

‘with the requisition of general Winder, for
-~ calling into the field 3000 drafts ofthe Mary-
‘land militia, by dirze ion of the president, the
-whole of the drufts from the western shere,
-about 3500 infantry, had been ordered to em-
“body. He speaks of theexposed situation ‘of
the western shore, bordering upoen the bay, |

and’ presumes that the drafts from that sec~ |

land informed

t_-ion_.af the country would not not be drawn

away, antl expects Baltimore will be unwil-

ling to have any force withdrawn Fffom that

lace, by which any aid might be expected.—
"Pl’he'ée considerations had induced the order
bodied and moved on the shortest route to

was abeut 900 men, two thirdsin Baltimore,

‘it would ereate uneasiness to take from that |

place 400, the proportion, and he had sus-
pended that order until gen. Smith 'should

1 have some communicaiion with the sec¢retary
{ of war, In a letterof the 20th July, general
“Winder made the requisition on the gover-

nor of Maryland for the 3000 militia, urging

the necessity of having them assembled and

inservice with the least possiblé -delay, and
onthe 5:h of August the governor of Mary
nd iv gen, Winder, by lettei, that
his demand for 3000 drafts eould not be com-

lied with without the brigade in service at
Ealtim_ore, frem gen. Sinith’s division, that

The drafts from one brigadealone were under
marching order., the orders for the march of

those lying on the Chesapeaké and Potomac
having been su-pended. | ‘
~ Onthe 14th of July, Mr. Boileau,secretary
of state for Pennsylvania, acknowledges the
receipt of the communication from the war

Ll 1 1 'F

department, containing the requisition of the

14th of July, for 14,000 Pénnsylvania militia,
which wastorwarded by express to the Go-
~vernor, who was ahsent at Selim’s Grove,
with assurances that the governor would
execute with promptae:: the requisition of  he
general government. On the 25(h ‘he go-
vernor of Pennsylvania directs the secretary

‘Boileau to inform the secretary of war, that
general orders had been issued in complianee |

with the requisition of toe 4th of July ; ex-
plains, as before, the difficuities resulting
from the militia laws of Pennsyivania, and re-

lieson the patriotism and voluntary services

of the people. | ‘

On the 14th of July the depu'y adjutant
general of Virginia, acknowledged the re-
ceipt of the communication from the war de:
partment, containing the requisition of the

a provi:ional force of 15,000 men and up-
wards to repel sudden inva:ions, end for the

purpove of defence, und the peints of ren- |
dezvous designated, but not organized upon

the military establishment of the U. Staies,
nor for a lopger term than three months,
which, with other considerations, - prevented
the acceptance of any part ofthose state troops
as a comp!iance with the requisition of the
g eneral government,  The gecretary of war
was apprized in this letter also, that the

~whole of the Virginia troops, then held in

readiness, would be furnished with arms
and ammunition by the state of Virginia—
and on the eighteenth the secretary of war
inferms the governor of Viyginia that 2,
000 of the requisition upon the Virginia mi-
litia would be placed at the disposition of
gen. Winder, as commander of the 10th mi-
litary district, o Ve o it |

Having presented a condenced view of the
measures of the cabinet ; the correspondence

between the cemmanding officer and the war

department, the governors of Pennsylvania
and Maryland and the commandiog general ;
the correspondence with the goverrors of
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, and
the secretary of war, in regard to the requisi-

- tion of the 4th of July, it will now be proper

to present some facis connected with the
movements and arrangements of the com

manding general up to the revocation of his
comma:nd, -' '

Towards the close of the.month of June>
the secretary of war gave to gen. Winde; the
first intimation that it was in contemplation
to constitute a new military district, emira-
cing the country now composing the 10th mi-
litary district, and that the president intend-
ed to invest him with its commahd. On the
4th and 5th of Juiy, he received noticeof his
appointment to the 10th military district,
and the order creating it; proceeded to
Washington and called on the secretary of
war, who erumerated the regular force as be-
fore suppostd to amount to 1000 or 1200 ;
the residue of his command ‘obe composed
of militia to be drafted, and was shewn the
circular to ceriain states, making the requi-
sition of the 4th. He then returned to Bal-
timore, and after writing the letter of the th
p oceed:d to Annapolis, to examine it, and
to explore the 10th military district generally
—Theieiter of the 12t frem the secrerary of
war, wasnot 1 eceived until he went,toAnna
polis, toUpper Marlborough an- back to An-
napolis. ‘On the 17¢h, at Nottiugham, recei-
ved intelligence that the enemy was proceed-
ing up the Patuxent ; wrote to the secretary
of war, and to gen. West, advising bim to
call out the militia of the county. 'Thede-
tachment of the 36th-and 38th regts. was or-
dered from South River to Nottingham, and
3 companies of cily militia were despatched
to him promptly. On the 25th visited Wash-
ington ; and on the 1lst of August fixed bis
permanent hesd quarters at Phe city of Wash-
ington ; viewed and inspected the district
militia. The people of St. Mary’s and Charies
had become importunate for aid and pro-
tection, and in obedience to the wish of the
president, the 36th and 38th were ordered
down to unite with gen, Stewart ; but the
enemy having retired, this detachment was
encamped at Piscatavay. He undersscod by

letters from Gen. Smith of Baltimore, 'and |

the governor of Mary and, that Stansbury's
brig:dc, upon apglication of gen. Smith, had
b:en uccepted by the secretary of war, 48 part
of the guota of Maryland militia, under re-
quisition of the fourth of July. On the mor-
ning of the 18th ‘of Aug. Thursday, intelli-
gence was received from the observatory at
Point Liook Out, that on the moraing of the
17th, the enemy’s fleet off that place had
been reinforced by a formidable squadion of
ships and vessels of various sizes. 'The com-

-manding geneial 1inymediately made requisi-

tons on the governors of Penn'sylvania and
Maryland, varicus cfficers of militia, and the
miiiia of he district of Columbia were or-
dered outen masse

On the 1gth gen. Winder, in a letter to the

_secretary of war, subm tted several propofitions

to the prefident :—xft. Would it be expedient,
under the diretion of the navy department,
to have veflels ready to be funk in the Poto-

‘mac, at fort Wathington or other points, at 2

~moment’s warning, to obfiruét thé navigation? 1
2d. Would it not be proper to put all the }
boats, which can be propelled by ocars, that are

at the city of Wafthington, unde! the control

of the navy department at fort Wathington,to l
transport troops‘as events may require ! 3d !
Would it notbe convenient to put the marine j

corps into fervice ! at allevents, to cause them

at 2 moment’s notice; orto be applied as ¢vents

for the 3500 men ; this force wasto be em-

Bladensburg ; that the artillery of the state

»

require to any point of defence e~z th
‘That the force under Comi. Barney, may co
operate with the commanding general, in case
of the abandonment of the flotilla. On the
same day the secretary of war, in a letter, ftates
that the propofitions had been submitted to

the navy department on the subjeét of the pro-
pofitions relating to the means in that departe
ment. Gen, Winder’s call upon the militia
~en malle, is approved ; and on the same day,
“the fecretary of war, in a letter to gen. Winder,
advifes that the cavalry be pufhed into the
neighborhood of the enemy without delay, if
“he indicated an attack upon the city of Wafhe
ington, for the purpose of driving off'all horfes
and cattle, and  all supplics of forage, &c. in
| therr route., Not a moment was to be loft.
Col. Monroe, with capt. Thornton’s troop of
horse; proceeded to find and reconnoitre the e=
| nemy on Friday the 1gth ; onthe same day the
' militia of Georgetown and the city of Wafh-
ington, under gen. Smith, were muftered. On
Saturday the 20th, this and some other forces
commenced their line of march towards Bene-
di& about one o’clock, and encamped that
night about 4 miles from the Eaftern Branch
Bridge, on the road to Upper Marlboro’.  On
this day col Monroe communicated the intelli-
gence of the arrival of the encmy at Benediét
in force. Same ddy col. Tilman and captain
Caldwell, with their commands of horse, were
| ordered and dispatched to annoy the enemy,
| impede his march, to remove and deftroy for-

)

age and provifions before the enemy.

I On Sunddy morning, the 21ft, the troops

| were muftered and the articles of war read to
them. At 12 o’clock the marines under capt.
Miller joined the army; the regulars f the 36th
and 38th alfo jiined at the Wood-yard, seven.
miles in advance, to which the main body. of
our troops marched and encamped on Sunday
night Two letters from Col. ‘ionroe, on the
41ft, oné ﬂa’fing that he had viewed the 'enemy"
near Benedi&, enumerating 27 square rigged
veflels, some bay craft and barges ; the other
dated from - Nottingham, ftating the advance
of the enemy upon that place by land and wa=-
ter 3 and recommending the commanding gen.
to dispatch 500 or 600 men to fall upon the
¢nemy. Col- Monroe and Col. Beall both join~
ed the army at night, and gave an accoung
that the enemy had been viewed by them. Col.
Heall calculated that he had seen gooo, witha
out suppofing hehad seen all. Col. vionroe eftia’
mated the enemy at about 6o00: capt Herbert
joins with his troop ; col. Lavall had joinedt
with two companies of cava'ry on the day pre-
‘vious 3 the enemy remained at Notting
ham, except an advance, detachment about
3 miles from town. Monday the 22d, early
in the morning a light detachment was order-
ed to meet the enemy, compesed of the 36th
and 38th ; It. col. Scott, cel, Lavall’s cavalry,
and 3 companies from the brigade of Generall
Smith, under command of maj. Peter, viz, his
own company. of artillery, ca;t. Stull’s rifle’
corps and capt. Davidfon’s light infantry. Thig
detachmeet marched on the road to Notting~
ham, about 9 o’clock ; the remainder of the
-army marched about one wile in advance to
an elevated pofition ; the commanding generall
with his ftaff, accompanied by col. Monroey
proceeded in advance, to reconnoitre the march
of the enemy. Com. Barney had joined the
army with his flotilla men, befides the marines
under capt. Miller ; the horse preceded the ad«
vance detachment of our forces, met the enem
and retired before them “This induced the ad«
vance corps to take a pofition to impe'e the
march of the enemy ; but the advance detach-
ment was ordered to retrogade and join the
main body of the army that had remained some -
hours in line of battle, expecting he enemy to
come that route to the city,but took the road to
U Marlboro, turnin, to his right after having
come within a few miles of our forces ; apon
which the conimanding general fell bick
with his whole forces to. the Bartallon Old-
ficlds, about 8 miles from Marlboro and the
same distance from the city of Washingtons
At this time heavy explosion: in the direc'iom
o' Marlboro announced che destruction of the
flotilla under command of ¢com. Barney. The

“enemy arrived at Upper Marlbors about 2 o’

clock, and remained there until late - next
day, to bejoined, it is presumed, by the de-
tachment of the enemy which had been sent
against the flotilla. PRI

The commanding general proceeded to
Marlboro, and found the enemy encamped 3
several prisoners taken, gave information that
the enemy would remain in that position une
til next day ; and after making observationa
of the enemy, till the close of the day, Gen.
W inder returned to the army. Latein the e-
vening of this day the president, with the ses
cretaries of war and navy and the attorney
gen-ral, joined Gen, Winderat the Ba!ta ion
Old Fields, and remained with him till the e~
vening of the 234. In the morning the troops
were drawn up and reviewed by the presi-
dent. The most contradictory reports pre-
vailed as to the movementsand force of the
enemy, and it was doubtful in camp whether
A nnapolis, fort Washington, with a view to
co-operate with his naval forces, or the city
of W ashington, was his ebject. Asto nuom-
bers, ramors vibrated from 4,000 to 12,000 ;
the best opinion was from 5 to 7000, Ourfor-
ces at this time at the Old Fields, are vari-
ously estimated, with no material difference,
at about 3,000 men, in the following corps 2 -
about 400 horse, under the command of the
following officers ; lieut. col. Lavall, col. Til-
man, capts; Caldwell, Thornton, He:bert,
Williams. &c. 400 regular treops, under the
command of It. eol. Scott, viz : 36th, 38ih,
and capt. Morgan’s company of tha 12th in-

_fantry ; 600 marines and flotilla men . under

com. Barney and capt. Miller, with five pie-

- ces of heavy artillery - two 18 pounders and

three 12 pounders . 1,800 militia and volua-
teers, gen. Smith’s hrigade of Georgetown
and city militia, and Maryland militia undey
col. Kramer, of wh'ch there were two compa-
nies of artillery under capt, Burch and major
Peter, with six 6 pounders each, making an
aggregate of 3,200, with 17 piecesof ariille- -
ry. The enemy was without cavalry, and
had 2 small field pieces and one howitzer,
drawn by men ; and the whole country well
calculated for defence, skirmishing, and to
impede the march ot an enemy. gt
The encmy remained at Upper Marlboro

till after 12 o’clock ;about which time, gen.

Winder again ordered tie detachment under -
It. col. Scott and major P ter toadvance and
meet the enemy if he should be found ad-
vancing, or to attack his positions. About
this time, 12 o’clock, some prisoners were
taken, and from the information given by
them and the observations of the videts, gen. .
Winder was induced to believe that the ene-

‘my intended to remain stationary for the
‘day, which induced him to think of uniting
| | with him the forces at Bladensburg, and des-
to be in readiness to reinforce fort Wathington [

patched orders to gen. Stansbury, and others,
corps at Bladensburg, to.move direct for Up

the prefident, and gen. Winder is referred to



