
J u l y 24, 1920 THE. JEFF' <UAN, TOWSON, MARYLAND. 

READ FORMER JUDGE BURKE'S 

LETTER AGAINST NEW CHARTER 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 
'.S< States I t Will Introduce Confusion, In­

efficiency and Dissntisfactiin. 

Issu^e Ougrlit Not Be Par t i san Question. 
Writer Is Persuaded That a Clear 
Exposition and Understanding Of Its 
Provisiins Will Lead To Conclusion 
It Should Be Rejected. 

I 'All Towson Shares Our Success $ 
Not only does our plant afford pleasant and healthful employment for $ 
hundreds of Towsonites, but everyone in Towson is benefited by the 
additional money that is brought to Towson. 

This money comes from all over the United States, and from many 
foreign countries as well. A considerable portion of it is spent in 
Towson, contributing largely to the general prosperity. 

This is money which is brought into Towson from outside, not merely 
the circulation of money that is already here. 

THE BLACK & DECKER MFG. CO. 
• "The Good Will Plant" 

Makers of Electric Air Compressors, 
Portable Electric Drills and 
Electric Valve Grinders 

General Offices and Factory . 

TOWSON HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 

!i i fUf^ T T > A f^ f A D C EXCLUSIVE AGENTS FOR BALTIMORE 
£f l l l V / 1 lVrVlw/ l. V J 1 \ 0 AND ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTIES. 

8-16 H. P. and 15.30 H. P. 4-Cylinder. 10-20 H. P. Titan, 10-20 Mogul. 

McCORMICK Mowers, Rakes, Binders. 
IRON AGE Potato Planter and Sprayers. 

Full Lines Garden and Field Seeds. Glowers of "WISDOM" TOMATO 
Recognized by the leading truckers as being the best ever grown. For 
quality and quantity it is unexcelled. We are growers in a large way of 
all the leading varieties of 'J omato Seed as follows: Kelly's Red, "another 
one of our origination," Bonny Best, Chalk's Jewel, New Stone, Red 
Rock, Matchless, Greater Baltimore, etc. 

WISEMAN-DOWNS COMPANY, Inc. 
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, SEEDS, 

FERTILIZERS, GASOLINE ENGINES 
34 E. PRATT STREET 

Near Light Street Baltimore, Md. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
county shall be thereby repealed. 

By the second section of the Article 
the duty was imposed upon the Gen­
eral Assembly, a t its first session after 
the adoption of the amendment, to pro­
vide a grant of express powers for 
such county or counties as might there­
after form a Charter under its provis­
ions. The General Assembly "of 1916, 
which was he firstt session after the 
adoption of the amendment, failed to 
discharged this duty , 'but by the Act nl 
1918, Ch. 456, which will be- presently 
noticed, did undertake the dischai;-';j 
of that duty. This section also |pro­
vided that such express powers as 
might be granted to the counties; 
should not be enlarged or extended by 
any charter, but such powers might be 
extended, modified, amended, or re­
pealed by the General Assembly. 

The third section declares that every 
County Charter shall provide for "An 
elective legislative body" in which 
shall be vested the law making power 
of the county. I ts powers asl a law­
making body, by the express provisions 
of Article XI-A, under which it is cre­
ated, are subject t n the Constitution 
and Public General Laws of the State 
and is expressly confined to the enact­
ment of local laws for the county, in-* 
eluding the power to repeal or amend 
local laws of the county enacted oy the 
General Assembly upon all matters 
covered by the express powers •which 
the General Assembly might grant. 

The County Council, however, is ex­
pressly forbidden to enact laws or 
regulations for any incorporated town, 
village or municipality in the county 
on any mat ter covered by the powers 
granted to said town, village 0 r muni­
cipality by the Act incorporating it, or 
any subsequent Act or Acts amend 
thereto. The County Council, for the 
purpose of enacting local legislation, 
is not permitted to "sit more than one 
month in each year," and all legislation 
s,hall be enacted during ihe month so 
designated for tha t purpose in the 
Charter, and all laws and ordinances 
so enacted shall be published once a 
^veek for three successive weeks in at 
least one newspaper published in the 
county. 

By section four the General Assemb­
ly is) prohibited from passing any lo­
cal law upon any subject covered by 
express powers granted to the county, 
and by section five it is provided that 
no amendments of any provision of 
the Charter, no mat ter how necessary, 
urgent and imperative, can be made 
except at a general or congressional 
election. 

The at tention of the voters is* 
specially called to this language con­
tained in section six of the amend­
ment, sc far as it l elates to 'he coun­
ties of the State, as it will occupy an 
important place in the discussion: 

The power heretofore conferred upon 
the General Assembly to prescribe the 
number, compensatiin, powers and 
duties of the County Commissioners in 
each county, when expressly granted 
as hereinbefore provided, are hereby 
transferred to the voters of each coun­
ty; and provided further that this Ar­
ticle shall not be construed to author­
ize the exercise of any powers in ex­
cess of those conferred by the legisla­
ture upon the counties. 

Section Steven simply defines the 
word "Petition.' used in the amend­
ment, and is of no importance in th is 
discussion. 

The Constitutional Amendment. Ar­
ticle XI-A whose provisions insofar as 

relate to this; Charter, I have set 
out. is 'he supreme law upon in • sub­
ject of all 'County Charters, and any 
at tempt to confer upon the County 
in contravention of the Constitution, 
or to invest the County Council with 
powers forbidden by the Constitution 
or the Public General Laws of the 
State, or to authorize-\it to exercise 
powers in excess; of those expressly 
and constitutionally granted by the 
General Assembly is simply nugatory 
and futile. 

The Act Of 1918, Cli. 45«. 
This is the Act by which express 

powers were granted to any county 
which might adopt, a Charter. Prior 
to the passage of this Act the General 
Assembly by Public General Laws, 
passed at various sessions and codi­
fied in Art. 25 of the Code, had granted 
to the County Commissioners! of the 
countv broad powers relat ing to coun­
ty administration and imposed upon 
them most important duties with re­
spect to a variety of s'ubjects—bridges, 
public roads, aichools, &c. Baltimore 
teountv "has also a body of local laws 
which are well adapted to the needs 
and habi ts of the people, and with 
which in the main they are fairly fa­
miliar. These laws have been codified 
by Judge T. Scott O'ffutt, and constitute 
a volume of about one-hundred and 
seventy-five pages. Immediately upon 
the- adoption of this Charter all our 
local laws inconsistent with its pro­
visions are at once repealed, and the 
icounty will thereby be left in a con­
dition of doubt and confusion as to 
what laws or par t s of laws are in 
force, and what are repealed. Such a 
condition would not only be deplor­
able, but would be the fruitful source 
of all kinds of annoyances and lit iga-

Tlie Act provides that upon the adop­
tion of the Charter the following ex­
press powers shall be exercised by 
the county, which are granted m sub­
sti tution for and in extension of the 
powers codified in Art. 25 of the Code, 

(A) Local Legislation. 
To enact local laws for such county, 

including the power to repeal or amend 
local laws thereof enacted by the Gen­
eral Assembly upon the mat ters cover­
ed by the expresa powers in this Ar­
ticle ' granted; to provide for the en­
forcement of all ordinances, resolu-

, tions, by-laws and regulations adopted 
I under the authori ty of this Article by 
fines, penalties and imprisonment, en­
forceable according to law as may be 
prescribed, but no such fine or penalty 
Shall exceed $100.00 for any offense or 
imprisonment for more than six 

TB)" County Proper ty and Franchises. 
To provide for the protection ot 

county property; t o provide for the ac­
quisition and condemnation of prop­
erty required for public purposes in 
the county; to dispose of any real or 
leasehold property belonging to the 
county; to dispose of any real estate 
or leasehold property belonging U the 
county, provided the same is no longer 
needed for public use or any r ight or 
franchise in relation to any h ighway 
street, road, lanes, alley or bridge , „ 
a period not longer than twenty-five 
vears and then only upon such terms 
and compensation asl said corporation 
mav deem proper, and after such dis­
position or grant shall have been ad­
vertised one! a .week for three suc­
cessive weeks in one or more news­

papers of general circulation publish-
in said county, s ta t ing the terms there­
of and the compensation to be received 
therefor, and giving opportunity for 
objections thereto. 

(C) County Inst i tut ions. 
To erect, establish, maintain and 

control hospitals, almshouses. pest 
housed or other similar insti tutions 
within such county, and make all regu­
lations for the government and con­
duct of the same; to establish, main­
tain, regulate and control county jails, 
and county houses of correction or de­
tention and reformatories, and to regu­
la te all persons confined therein; to 
make proper provision for female and 
juvenile offenders). 

(D) Advertising and Pr int ing. 
To provide for county advertising, 

print ing and publishing, including tha t 
of, all ordinances, by-laws or resolu­
tions adopted by the County Council 
and of annual s ta tements of expenses 
of the county Government. 

(E) Audits and Claims. 
To audit the accountsi of all county 

officers, assisting the State Auditor or 
otljer State officer clothed with author­
ity in the performance of this duty; 
t oprovide for proof of all claims^ 
against the county before their pay­
ment. 

(F) Contracts and Bonds. 
To provide for competitive bidding 

for any county work and the making 
and awarding of contracts requiring 
bonds whenever proper. 

(G) Drainage. 
To provide, asi far as necessary, for 

the draining "of swamp and low lands. 
( H ) . .Election Districts and Precincts. 

To arrange and create election dist­
ricts and precincts. 

(I) Courts and Records. 
To provide for recording, indexing 

and keeping indexed all records in the 
office of the Clerk of the Court, Regis­
ter of Wills and of the records of the 
Commissioners and County Council to 
the ' 'extent tha t such matters are not 
provided for by general law; to provide 
for designating Justices of the Peace 
who may constitute a county court, .the 
keeping of itsf records, and to fix the 
compensation of all judges thereof, 
and all officials connected therewith, 
and to require an accounting to the 
county for all fees collected in con­
nection therewith; and to fix official 
bonds and regulate fees of the remain­
ing justices in the county. 

(K) Health and Nuisances. 
To .prevent, abate and remove nui­

sances*; to prevent the introduction of 
contagious diseases into such county; 
to regulate the places of manufactur­
ing- soap and candles and fertilizers, 
slaughter houses, packing houses, can­
neries, factories, workshops, mines, 
manufacturing plants and any and all 
places where offensive trades may be 
carried on, or which may involve or 
give rise to uns|xnitary conditions or 
conditions detrimental 0' health. -

Nothing in this Article or Section 
contained shall be construed to affect 
in any manner any of the powers and 
duties of the State Board of Health, or 
any Public General Laws of the State 
relating to the subject if health. 
<L> Highways, Bridges and Streets. 

To provide for grading, shell i ag, 
graveling, paving and curbing, or for 
regrading, reshelling, regraveling, re-
curbing 'and repairing any street, road, 
lane, alley, footway, bridge, culvert, 
highway or public place within said 
county, or any par t thereof, now or 
hereafter condemned, ceded, opened, 
widened, extended or straightened as 
public property; and for assessing- the 
cos:, of any such work upon the assess­
able basis of the county; to' compel by 
fine or penalty the owner or possessor 
of any lot t° grade, regrade, pave, re-
pave or repair he footways in front 
thereof; to regulate the opening of 
sti eot surfaces. 

(J i ) L ive Stock. 
To regulate the conditions under 

which dogs, cows, sheep, pigs, cattle 
and live stock of any and every kind 
may be at large, or may pass over- the 
streets, roads, alleys, lanes, bridges, 

ays and public places. 
<-V> Fish and Game. 

'Co pass local lislh and game laws. 
M (OJ Fences. 

Tg^e^n la te the making and keeping 
^ • • ^ ^ ^ / .md provide for ttie 

pr^Bj-A'Sji-jBlf ' the r ights of the 
^ B W v ' v W or repairs made by 

an V | j )L in default. 
< l')^BWBWnWiits, Levy and Collection 

of Taxes. 
To direct the class or sub-class of 

nt% on land and personal 
property which shall be made subject 
to the county tax levy, and to provide 
for the levy thereupon and upon the 
value of land in accordance with Ar­
ticle 15 of the Declaration of Rights 

e Constitution' of Maryland as 
amended, of any sum which may be 
necessary to pay and discharge the 
principal and interes t ' of any loan 
which may hertofore have been ob­
tained, or which may hereafter be ob-

! by such county, according to 
law, and to create a sinking fund to 
meet the liabilities thus incurred, and 
levy upon the property so subject to 
taxation from time to time s<uch sums 
as may be necessary to provide there­
for; as well as to collect from such 
prope.rty so subject to the levy such 

as may be necessary for the sup­
port and maintenance of the county 
government. 

To provide for the prompt collectiin 
of all taxes due the county, and for 
the sale of real estate, as well as lease­
hold and personal property, for the 
payment of the same. 

To rectify errors in the assessment 
of property; to provide for the reduc1 

tion or abatement of assessments im­
properly made, and for the reimburse­
ment of moneys paid in consequence 
of such errors. 

jo gaauapfAQi J O SOJIOH Cb) 
Indebtedness. 

To provide for the borrowing, on the 
faith and credit of the county, and for 
the corporate uses of the county, of 
any sum or sums of money not ex­
ceeding in the aggregate with any out­
standing bonds seven per centum upon 
the assessable basis of such county, 
and to issue bonds or other evidences 
of indebtedness for the same, in such 
'fums and payable at such times as may 
be prescribed; provided that any bond 

* issue or borrowing of money in any 
one year in excess of one-fourth of 
one per cent, of the assessable basis 
shall be submitted to the voters of the 
county for approval under regulations, 
to be prescribed. 

(R) County Officers. 
To provide for the appointment and 

removal of all county officers except 
those whose appointment or election 
is provided for by the Constitution or 
Public General Law, and to establish 
a merit system, if deemed desirable, in 
connection with the appointment of ail 
county officials and employees not elec­
ted or appointed under the Constitu­
tion and the" Public General Laws; to 
fix the qualifications and term of office 
of such county executive authori ty as 
may be established, and to fix its com­
pensation. 

(S) Protection of County Credit. 
To prevent the credit of the County 

in any manner being given or loaned 
to or in aid of any individual, associa­
tion or corporation. 
(T) Amendment of County Charter. 

T 0 pass any ordinance facilitating 
the amendment of the County Charter 
by vote of the electors of the countv 
and agreeable to Article XI-A of the 
Constitution. 

The foregoing or other enumeration 
of powers in this Article shall not be 
held to limit the power of the Countv 
Council, in addition thereto, to pass all 
ordinances, resolutions or by-laws; of 
the State, as may be proper in execut­
ing and enforcing any of the powers 
enumerated in this section or else­
where in this Article, as well as such 
ordinances as may be deemed expedi­
ent in maintaining the peace, good gov­
ernment, health and welfare of the 
county. 

Provided, that the powers herein 
granted shall only be exercised to the 
extent that the same are not provided 
by Public General Law; provided, how­
ever, that no "power to legislate shall 
be given with reference to licensing, 
regulating, prohibiting or submitt ing 
to local option, the manufacture or sale 
of malt or spirituous liquors. 

It muslf be evident to any fairminded 
and intelligent man that it was not the 
intention of the people in adopting 
the amendment to the Constitution to 
abolish the office of County Commis­
sioner in the various counties of the 
State. These are constitutional offi­
cers whose office is expressly recog­
nized in the Constitution, and are ex­
pressly exempted from removal bv the 
Act of 1918, Ch. 456. It is equally-
clear that such powers and duties as 
have been conferred or imposed upon 
the County Commissioners by the Pub­
lic General Laws of the State cannot 
be changed, interferred with, with­
drawn, or discharged by the County 
Council, or by any executive authori ty 
established under it. The result will 
be, if this Charter should be adopted, 
that we will still have a Board of 
County Commissioners, elected by the 
people and discharging various and im­
portant duties, which will be hereafter 
particularly pointed out. In addition 
we will have a County Council com­
posed of fifteen men exercising circum­
scribed and limited power. We will 
then have a kind of hydra-headed 
government in Baltimore county. 

In my next article I will analyze the 
proposed Charter, and will consider its 
provisions in the light of the law 
authorizing its formation, and I hope 
to show that it is not such a measure 
as should receive your favorable con­
sideration. 

Very faithfully yours, 
N. CHARLES BURKE. 

SCRAWLED BY GREAT POET? 

In the Lighting Studio 
Second Floor 

LEXINGTON BUILDING 

Gas and Electric floor lamps, 
desk and table lamps, 
piano lamps, and 
an unusually beautiful 
selection of light domes, 
gas and electric fixtures 
and light shades. 

CONVENIENT TERMS 

The Gas & Electric Co. 

BRANCHaSTORES 
Tovvson Catonsville Hamilton 

Highlandtown 
7-52w 

Signature of Will iam Shakespeare, Be­
lieved Genuine, Found on Wall 

in Hampton Court. 

The discovery of the signature of 
William Shakespeare, scrawled years 
ago on the wall of the "haunted gal­
lery" of Hampton lourt, has just been 
made in London. Shakespeare authori­
ties pronounce it authentic. 

The disclosure was made when 
Ernest Law, the court antiquarian, was 
directing the renovations. On the wall 
of the old retiring room he found, af­
ter cleaning it, the letter "S," followed 
by illegible letters, concluding "ke-
speare," and beneath the rough sketch 
of a hand and the date 1606. 

It Is a matter of history that the 
Shakespeare company visited the pal­
ace at the date set down and played 
"Hamlet" before the then King Chris­
tian of Denmark. The company dress­
ed in the "haunted gallery," near the 
great hall where the play was enacted. 

The gallery, according to ancient 
tradition, is haunted by the ghost of 
Catherine Howard, one of Henry VIII's 
six wives, who was imprisoned there. 
History tells that she escaped from 
confinement while the king was pray­
ing in his private chapel, and that her 
flight was discovered by the court 
guards, who dragged her screaming to 
the king, interrupting his devotions. 

It was long said that Catherine night-
walked the gallery, shrieking.—Toron­
to Globe. 

COCKEYSVIIiljE. 

A lawn fete for the benefit of Sher­
wood P. E. Church will be held on 
Saturday evening, August 14, on the 
ground^, of the Odd Fellows' Hall, 
Cockeysville. In addition to the usual 
at tractions, there will be music and 
dancing- in the hall, for which an ad­
mission fee of fifty cents will be 
charged. 

CARNEY, 

Henry Rudel, of Carney Heights, 
died last Saturday at his home. He 
was 53 years old and is survived by his 
widow, Mrs. Minnie Rudel. The fu­
neral was held Tuesday afternoon and 
burial was in Schwartz's Cemetery. 

Established 1865 

WM. A. CONWAY 
Jobber of 

TINNERS' SUPPLIES 
Metal Roofings, 
Painted-Corrugated, 
V-Crimped and 
Galvanized 
Double Lock 
Roll Roofing 

For Dwellings, Garages and Barns 

S t o v e a n d F u r n a c e G o o d s 
of a l l s o r t s . 

A l l S i z e s R a i l r o a d M i l k C a n s . 

WM. A. CONWAY 
626-28 FORREST ST. ' 

L Phones, Mt. Vernon 2751 or 1999 
Write Todav for Prices 4-13-20 

Here's the Little Machine That Is 
Revolutionizing Wood Cutting 

WADE'S Gasoline DRAG SAW 
Cuts 25 Cords A Day 

Has a capacity of 25 cords a day and will pay for itself in a season's work and leave you a handsome 
profit besides. 

When loaded with gasoline and water it weighs only 285 pounds. One man can move it on» log and 
it only takes two to shift it from one log to another. Don't be fooled with rigs mounted on wheels. They 
could not be hauled otherwise on account of their weight. They have 4-cycle engines of only 3 horse 
power with valves and springs. Our 2-cycle engine is compact light weight (being Vi or only 285 pounds 
complete) 4 horse power and eliminates valve and spring trouble. We furnish 6 foot blade regular; 5 or 7 
foot if desired. There is only ONE WADE and it has half a century reputation behind it. 

Cuts a 40-inch log in five minutes, about ten times as fast as two men with a cross-cut saw can do it in 
the oldfashioned way. 

It's just as far ahead of hand power as the automobile is ahead of walking—in fact, it's the application 
of the auto principle to the saw. 

The WADE SAW is equipped with a 4 horse power, 2-cycle gasoline engine, driving the saw with 
abundant power, while a safety clutch prevents the saw pinching in the cut. Saw has 20-inch stroke and 
one gallon of gasoline will cut about ten cords of wood. 

For prices, information, etc., see your nearest dealer 

Rawlings Implement Company 
11 West Pratt Street 

Baltimore 6-26-52w Maryland 

Real Estate 
LIST YOUR PROPERTY WITH US 

IF YOU WANT TO BUY 
Let Us Show You Our List Of Farms. 

Village Property, 
Also Building Lots. 

WHEELER & COLE, Inc., 
FRANK I. WHEELER) 

Towson, Maryland. 
845-ly 

PRODUCE MORE EGG! 

THEY 
CANT 
HELP 

IT 

S-* 

ITS 
BUILT 

IN THE 
MASH 

ir7s\ir?^r?s?ii?^ii?^^ir^i^ 

You can do i t easy and sure if you get away from the old-fashioned idea of feeding 
nothing bu t Scra tch Feed alone. Whi le Scratch Feed is absolutely essential, i t will no t 
make eggs when fed alone. You must furnish your birds a var ie ty of pro te in and there 
is no g rea te r mash feed on the marke t tha t will fill this requi rement as well as R E D COMB 
MASH F E E D W I T H D R I E D BUTTERMILK, and in considering a mash feed i t is well to 
s tudy the ingredients from which it is composed. I t is the qual i ty t h a t counts, not the 
quant i ty . Rich, heavy feed t ha t force eggs are most liable to injure the b i r d s ' heal th and 
breeding qualities. R E D COMB MASH F E E D is made from Dried But termi lk , Linseed 
Oil Meal, Corn Feed Meal, Meat Scraps, Whea t Middlings, W h e a t Bran, Ground Oats, Al­
falfa Meal, and not over 5 per cent, shell. These ingredients a re all h ighly digestible, and 
you can a lways re ly on Red Comb to produce na tu ra l , s teady layers. 

WHY RED COME IS GREATEST EGG PRODUCER 
IT CONTAINS GREATEST VARIETY OF HIGHLY DIGESTIBLE PROTEINS 

This is a very impor tan t point in r ega rd to the prote in contents . I t is not only the 
quan t i ty of protein, bu t the var ie ty of highly digestible pro te in t ha t encourages heavy egg 
product ion. Red Comb Mash Feed is far in advance of the average mash feed on the mar­
ket because the birds get more from the feeds t h a n from other rat ions. You ge t : 

Animal Prote in from the Meat Scraps, 

Leaf Prote in from the Alfalfa Meal, 

Cereal Pro te in from the other ingredients , 

Milk Prote in from the D R I E D BUTTERMILK. 

F o r Sale by 

RICHARD C. WELLS & CO., 
1704-1734 E. Lombard Street 

BALTIMORE, MD. 
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