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Correspondence.
Urrer Mu.;;;m’, Dee. 16, 1853.

Dear Sir : As Chairman of the Committee
appointed last evening by the Waverley Soci-

ety, | have the pleasure of communicating

to

you the thanks of the Society for your able,

argumentative, and eloq
a copy of the same for pnblication.

‘ .~ Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,
GEORGE C. BROOKE.

Bowik.

To Georce C. Brooke, Esq.,
Chatrman of Commillee:

uent Address, and to

It has been said that ““there are difh-

culties both in the Word and Works of
oo (God.”” And in the pursuit of thaf know-

ledge which men expect will atford to
thewm certain and unerrinz guides in un-
ravelling these difficulties, some have
been led to scepticism and atheism,while
others have been more thoroughly con-

vinced, not only of the existence of
- God, but of the wisdom and justice of

' His moral and religious government.

It may be truly said that the Mind of

‘Man is wonderfully made. So compl-
cated is the machinery by which it per-
forms its functions—so various in its

Dear Sin: Your letterof this morning,com- modes and habits of thought—and so

mucricating the thanks of the ““Waverley Lite- liable to be affected from external causes
rary Society,”” for the Lecture 1 had the honor

of delivering before them last evening, and re- |

questing a copy of the same for publication,

has just been received.

say that the lecture was prepared with no view
whatever to its publication, but [ can urge no
Just objection to a compliance with the wishes
of the Society, and therefore enclose it to you

to be placed at their disiosal.
pleased to accept my thanks

You will be
for the flattering

manner in which you have communicated the

wishes of the Society.

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv't,
THOMAS F. BOWIE.

INEQUALITY OF MINDS:

A LECTURE

Delivered before the ‘““Waverley Society."" ‘
opposed, It seems to me, not only to

principles of common reason, but would
strike at the very existence ot that per-

Upper Marlbore’, Md., Dec. 15, 1553,

BY
THOMAS F. BOWIE, Esaq.

Mr. President and Gentlemen
of the Waverley Sociely :
I feel very sensibly the honor vou have
conferred on me by your invitation to

deliver a public lecture before the So-'

clety.

Had I consaited, or even felt at liberty
to consult,my own personal conventence.
or had I been disposed to minister, in
any degree whatever, to a natural repuz-
nance on iy part to assume a public
position of this character, I should, at

once, have vielded to my own conscious |

mability to discharge the obligations vou
have imposed upon me. But my respect
for this Society, and my high apprecia.
tion of the talents and literary acquire-
ments of its members, superadded to a
desire on iy part to mamniiest my own
thankfulness for the compliment bestow-
ed, have induced me, at the hazard of

being thought tedious and dull, and even

g, to make, at lexs,
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I

are endowed by nature with equal

tal capacity? and I have attenipt-
ed to maiutain the nerative of this pro-
position, in opposition ta the op:inions

'

. been

-men

by which it may be surrounded, that it
'1s not at all to be wondered at, that men,

In reply, I can only ! whilst in the exercise of their highest

mental powers, form not only differen:
‘opinions in reference to the same sub-
ject-matter of thouzht, but even come
to contrary and opposite conclusions
from the same premises, whether they
be of facts admitted, or of principles
universally established. Indeed, to ex-
pect entire sameness in the thoughts
and opinions of men,.as a necessary re-
sult of our notions of perfection n the

"work of the Great Fabricator Himself

in the production of Mind, would be

fection 1tself, which all nght thinkmge
have attributed to the works of
God, wihether they be of Mind or Mat-
ter. It 1s no just ohjection whatever
against the perfection of the works of
(zod, in either the matenal or immate-
rial world, that all things are not one and
he same. Tis world of Matter which
we before us, and this world
Mind, the existence of which we per-
ceive, and are conscious of, are not less
perfert, because all matter 1s not the
same, or all mind the same. On the
countrary, they have much higher claims
to periection, because of this very want
of physical and mental sameness, The
wisdom displaved in the adaptation of
means to ends; the principles of au en-
larged and umiversal benevolence, to be
found in the order, arrangement, and

SOe of

. harmonious action of all the works of

Deity, so conducive, by reason of their
diversity, to the happiness of man, would

- Hdad
- — _..._1.._;

- =

na

presented but a sad and melancholy
spectacle of barren and choatic rude-
ness. 1he waters would mnever have
divided from the earth. There

‘el.' ""F entertained by the most ‘.'r would have been no sun to shine h}'

writers on the subject. Toe question s
one, to be sure, of a meraphysical na-
ture, dul! and tedious in 1ts detatls, and
therefore not likely to be iuteresting to
any portion of the very respectable an-
dience that | see before me. And al-
though I do not expect, or even hope,
to add anything by way of iustruction,
or to impart either pleasure or edifica-
tion to any portion of my audience, yet

I trust, sir, that you a2nd the members of

this Society, will regard and receive my
contribution on this occasion, as a con-
summation, on my part, of that desire
which 1 sincerely feel, of doing any-
ing, and evervthing in my power, to
mote the success and prosperity of
the “Waverley Society.”

-~ Mr. President, The Study of the Hu-
man Mind calls into action our highest
intellectual faculties; and when pursued
with proper feelings, lays the best foun-
dation for the highest degrees of moral,
religions and intellectual improvement.

The Human Mind i1s that

day, nor moon to give light by nicht.—
No stars to gild the firmament of Hea-
ven—no fowls of the air—no fish of
the sea—no beasts of the earth—uno tre
for tuel or shade—no herb for man or
beast—no flower for field or garden,—in
fine, no Mau, to govern and brinz all
into subjection to his will. If change
and diversity had not been the original
plan of the Creator’s desizns, the mould
i which choatic sameness was made,
would have been thrown away, and chaos
remained the sole result of Ihis handi-
work. It is this difference in the struc-
ture of the material world—this change
of form 1n the organization of the parti-
cles of matter, fashioned by the wisdom
of am all-wise and Omnipotent Creator,
in such manner as to prodace periect
harmony in their relations to and depen-
cies on each other, that constitute the
highest degree of perfection which can
be ascribed to a Great First Cause. So
it is with the immaterial world—the

portion of world of Mind. There can be no rea-

man which thinks and feels and wills.  5ons, drawn from our notions of the
It is something distinct from the body, justice and perfection of God, why me-
and is not affected or destroyed by the quality and want of sameness should
loss or destruction of any of the organs exist in the formation of matter, and
of sense. It has been defined by some vet not exist in the formation eof mind.

to be the living or vital principle; h“ti Both are equally and alike the works of
this definition seems to me to be 100 an all-wise and just God. I will not

narrow, as it would embrace the |i"iﬂgj stop here to prove this proposition.

A

or vital principle, as contradistinguished | self-evident proposition, we are told,

m matter, which is also found to exist ,ceds not to be

_the bt_'ute cr?ati_on. It 1s, to be sure, 2 3 God, the Founder and Builder of all
ﬂ_wmg, vital principle, but one which 1s things both material and spintuoal, 1s es-
regulated and controlled by thought, sen- taplished beyond all cavil or doubt. The

proved. That there is

sation, and volition ; and in the human | ;r60f of this, is drawn not only from the

Aframe, cannot be said to exist, indepen- |ight of Reason, but from a principle of

dently of them. In this respect it dif- jpexorable Necessity, which will admit

fers from the vital, living principle In of no other idea.
he brute creation, but in this respect no God, or Great First Cause, then, in-
; for in the brute creation, the vital geed, would there be no mind or matter
e, 1s equauy distinct from either: since both mind and matter are

equally free from liability by the cffects of causes.

If. indeed, there be

And the re-

to be affected or destroyed by the loss g,1t would be, that at the very moment

sense. You may, for exam
or mutilate the organs of sight or he
ing, in a brute, and yet not affect the

than the same
mutilation would affect or destroy the

or destruction of any of their organs of of time when we are contemplatinz the
, destroy existence of God, itself an act of the
ar- mind which proves its own existence,

we should be forced to admit that we

of the evidence furnished by our con-

vital, living principle, in a human being. | geiousness, in the very act of coutem-

When we speak therefore of the Human
Mind, we mean that vital, living princi-

ple within us,which is capable of thought, |

volition, and sensation ; qualities and at-
tribates of which we are conscious, and

which imply the existence of something
which thinks, and feels, and wills. This

something is what we call the Human
Mind.

To what extent, and in what degrees,

the Omnipotent Author of all things

\

plation itself: and non-existent, because,

according to the hypothesis, of the want sometimes advanced, that to suppose

of a Great First Cause. But this, you
perceive, is an absurdity, and all absur-
dities are the antipodes of Truth,
Matter and Mind, then, are both equal-
ly the Works of God. In respect to
matter, we kmow that variety, change,
and inequality, do exist, We know this
as a matter of fact, and not as a matter

has | of theory. We know it from experi-

bestowed this capacity of thought, voli- ence, from- actual observation and the
tion, and semsation, upon man, and concurrent testimony of all the senses.

whether he bas thought

it wise and good, We can see it, and feel it, and hear it,

to give to all men alike, an equal and in every department of the material
exact share of this capacity, are ques- world. The sturdy oak of the forest
tions which have given rise to much exceeds in size, and strength, and dura-

metaphysical eontroversy, and on which

 bility, the puny shrub of the garden.—

many conflicting opinions have been| The eagle overpowers the sparrow. The

rxpressed.

tiger prevs nupon the nnsuspecting heifer,

T JECI T Ot nass « fg “
the material world would have, indeed,

.: altbe wanting, if Nature had been formed
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|
i
1
|
[

|

|
i

‘observed in the whole animal kingdom, ' the innate existence of mind.

and in respect to the physical organiza-
tion of the Human Family, nothing s
more certainly distinguishable than (if |
may so express mysell’) this unitorm
want of uniformity. Indeed, in the whole
range of physieal nature, it 1s 1mpossi-
ble to find any two objects that are, n
all respects, alike. Then why should not
the same variety and mequality exist n
the formation ol nnmaternial substances:
The idea 1s certainly not repugzpant to
reason, but 1s helped by analogies de-
rived from other departimments of nature,
and s stnctly in accordance with ob-
servation and experience, so far as they
can be brought to our aid, in the devel-
opement of mental phenomena, or In
tracing the leading laws of our tellec-
tual frame.

It i1s certainly observable, then, as a

matter of experience, that all men do

not secem to have the same powers of

mind : some are deficient in judgment—
some i memory, and some in imagina-
tion, while others excel 1n some '
of these faculties of the mu l.
shows conclusively that, 1in poiut of faet,
there 1s a seeminz mental mequality,
matter how we mayv differ as to the true
causes of it, or attempt to account for it.

To attnibute this mmeqguality to the in-
fluences of education and example, or

Or al
T ins

[10)

to impressions made upon the orzans of

sense by external cguses, 1n accordunce
with the general law, that seusations a:
produced by what affects the orrans of
sense, as some writers have done
l‘f‘ﬂﬂilll}' h{‘ lllli:ltjﬁf‘ili'fflr}' iu Tl’! * )=
stances, where the teachinzs of edoca-
tion and example have been 1d ™
Hllt! \'t'hF‘I"F_‘ Fl!rrnuuti:n: external conses
Liave been the same. Suc!
necessarily tend to the production ol
like impressions.  That the mund 1= 1m-
proved and strengthened by exercise ay
example, and also enhightened by eda-
cation, and even by unpressions ma
upon the organs of sense, | am free to
?ll!ll‘llf. !illl this 1s the
with anv decoree of certamnty. \WWe are
not at llbf‘]”l}' hl'“ cver, 1o :I:I;'. MR
that education and the force of precepi
and example, or the infiuence ol _
stons {rom external causes, hnve
other agency or effect in their o
Lions upon the human mind, than a Dro-
gressive one, of bringing 1t from a state
of comparative darkness to one of Lhight
and mprovement. The Joniginal ques-
towed on each of his €reatures,
how far He has thought it wise and zoed
to impress on this portion of His Crea-
tion the same variety and inequality
which are found to exist in His
Universe, 1s altogether independent ol
the admission, which eoncedes th

of example, education, and exteina
circumstances, and 1s wholly unali |
by it

"Those who attribute this ine
which as a matter of fact, we 1o
actuall_r know to exist, to causes Jrst
enumerated, and who deny that there s
any original meqguality of mund whatev-
er, argue you perceive, from an observ-
able state of facts, to an opposinz one
of theory and conjecture altogether.—
That is to say, they reject the evidences
of things as they actually appear to ex-
i-.-.;t. and endeavor to account for such
appearances upon grounds of probable
conjecture. Now, in the first place, |
say, that this mode of reasoning 15, to
say the least of it, entirely hazardons,
and therefore not hikeiv to lead to satis-
factory conclusions. We kuow, for in-
stance, that the Earth is round, and we
infer from this fact, that 1t has neverex-
isted in any other form. Our knowledge
of its present form, dernved as it is from
anmistakable evidence, makes it difficult
for us to believe, that instead of beinz
round, it was formerly, as some of the
ancient astronomers and geologists main-
tained, in the shape of a square, or ol
an extended plain. In fact, no argu-
ment could convince us that this was
true, which did not impress us at the
same time, with the idea, thatit must be
true, from necessity. For we should be
unwilling to reject the testimony of our
own senses, 1n a matter so obvious, un-
less we were forced to admit, that they
must, by necessity, deceive us. So, |
think it should be, with those who deny
original inequality in the formation of
mind. With the fact before us, of a
present inequality, they must prove the

T 9
: ‘.'LJH;,ll

] CANLSTS MUt

MOost we Ccan san

-

lliilllll-r

;-' Ttl’ll!'

necessily of original equality, or their

opinions are little else than unsustained
theory or improbable conjecture. But
no such argument can be drawn from
Necessity, without calling in question
the Omnipotence of the Great Author
of Mind, Himself. If the minds of all
men were formed originally equal, upon
the hypothesis, that they must, by neces-

vital, living principle, in it, any more \ere both self-existent and non-existent sity, have been so formed, then, the

process of destruction or|a¢ the same time. Self-existent, because Creator’s ability to have made them oth-

erwise, is denied, and this, at once, de-
stroys the force of the argument.
Fqually unfounded is the argument,

‘an original inequality in the mental ca-

pacities of men, would be a regmach
upon the justice and goodness of God,

implving a degree of partality incon-
e - . been bestowed upon Man alone.

sistent with those attributes of perfec-

‘tion which- must necessarily belong to
With the same propriety, howev-

Him. ' ‘
er, may we reproach His Justice and
Goodness, for not having made all men

physically equal. We behold in the

in the nervous

proportions, not only

and muscular portions of the body, but
and formation of the

various members of which the body is

in the size, shape

composed. These disproportions are

indeed, T mav sav, in the whole material

— o m o  ——— ——

“man upon the same level wit
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universe of God. That they are the re-
sult of ehance or aceident, or are pro-
duced by artificial extraneous causes,
can hardly be supposed, when we con-
sider that thev wniversally exist.
untversality of these disproportions in
physical orgamzation affords the clear-
est evidence that they are the offspring
of Desien in the Great Author of Na-
ture : and as such. intended for wise and
useful purposes, in the economy of His
Government—however repuznant they
may seem to our unperiect notions of
”I'- Jil.'-li{‘i‘ :illll “nnt!!lt‘.‘ﬂ. The same
wise and useful purposes may with equal
reason be aseribed to God in the dispro-
poriions he has made in the formation
of mind. That we are unable to com-
prehend those puarposes, or to see very
clearly in what wmanner they promote the
happmmess of Hhs ereatures, or are fitted
to the He has in view as a Just
and Rirhteons Governor of the World.
1= of but lLittle mmportance: since the
same may be said of mauy other of the
woisns of God., and of most ot the dis-
pensations of H:s Providence,

Theie are a class of metaphysical
writers who mamtain, that sensible ma-

l'!lti‘

terial obects are not external to the
mind—rthat the material universe has no
existence i fact, and that all matter 1s
wieal, and consists of nnages, or impres-
stons lormed m the mind., accordme to
ceriain !’"1' . H]l!"'t I?I v ierm i':.'h".'- nI‘
At Now,. with tins class of writers,

e uotion. that ind 1s produeced and
1deas  formi ol :;: e T','-..I Impl‘i'*-*:*' ns
v e hy external obieets upon the Ore
o 0l = must be nidiculous 1n the
extreme : since if thewr theory be true,

]
Tilde o2 11 ~

no external obhwets whatever
wiich these impressions can be made

n ti
IS &eXisting

nse—=external oo-

-
e OrFans o] se¢

Oy In thie imaynation .=

A\ n the ot r hand. there are a class of
writers who mamtamn that ideas are torm-
od b n=ation alone, produced from
sious made by external elyects on
orrans ol sence. With thes class of

the th ol orizmal equality

v respect to aand, would, | suppose,
meet with tavor : smmcee. o their doctrine
be true, all men are indeed equal in this

respect, that imnately, they have no mind
it all. Wuh the first class and their
lollowers, i1s all mind, and wo matter;
whiie, with the second. it 1s all matter,

and uwo mind. The doctrnines of the
former, lead gecessarily to skepticism,
hut Hit any, better: suce th

h the birnte
creation, by depriving him of that, which
distingui=hes him alone above all other
creaingices of (God.

‘i ne .!m‘trlli(‘-i ur \If Lm*kr. concerl-

[} 7 e Oririll ol our ldl as, it seems 1o
| v bhut one deoree removed from
those of the latter class o! writers above

He reters thear n:’i-_;’ill not
1 alone, but to sensation and
uar 11!"f|f'~ nf- (‘H!-

1 1-' r i1nst il:f‘i'_—nf Hnlllil_—nf eNich-
ston, and sohdity,—ol motion, and in-
deed, of all the different qualities and
torms of matter, as it exists r\lt‘l’ﬂ:l”}'.
he relers to sensation, as derived thrnn;:h
the medium of the
On the other hand, ideas whieh
we have of aur own mental operations,
such as ideas of memory, of imagmation,
of }* sure. and of pan, ol \‘uilffﬂ'ﬂ. lhﬂ
knowledee of which we denive from con-
scionsness, as it exists internally, he re-
retllection. This doctrine, 1t 1s
true. does not lead, 0 1ts whole extent,
to the materialism contended for by the
writers :-r!'f-rrv-rl oy hu! S0 !':l!' as it mnkes
the orizin of certain 1deas to depend on
nf‘ll-ﬂ;tiiilll niunf'. Oor on illlprl‘f-ﬁiﬂn! In:lr!r*
!.:\' cxternal nl:jvr‘tﬁ on the organs of
sense, so far it necessanly leads to the
<ame results, at least i respeet to such
ideas: and these, it will be perceived,
constitute a very large portion of the
ideas nsually passing through the human
mind. Whilst, 1n regard to those which
he refers to reflection, we may suppose,
that he mtends to admit they are innate ;
since, consciousness by which they are
known to exist, and reflection to which
he refers their origin, must necessarily
be pre-existent to the ideas themselves.
For my own part, | cannot see how
these coutlicting theories, as to the on-
oin of ourideas, can have any legitimate
effect whatever upon the question we
are now discussing. It 1s a question
concerninz the capacity of the human
mind for forming 1deas, and the extent
of that capacity, and not a question as
to the origin of the ideas themsclves.—
W hether our 1deas are derived from sen-
sation aione, or from sensation and re-
flection combined, seems to me to be
wholly immaterial to the question, how

! ‘1Sl

1 |
Fe e CLion C ':I!h“"ti.

ororans

those

ers 1o

far equality exists 1n this original capa-

city of the human mind to receive im-
pressions in the one case, or to generate
reflections in the other. Tlus original
capacity of ideas, call it by whatever
name you please, is, in fact, the founda-

tion of the human mind itself—the germ

from which spring all the various com-
binations, modifications, and conditions,
of which the intellectual faculties are
susceptible. It is a capacity which has

been denied to brute animal life, and has

Ac-
cording to the right view of either of

these theories, this capacity can no more

exist, independently of the human mind,
or the human mind, independently of it,
than color can exist without light, or

physical organization of men, vast dis-  light without color. It must consequent-

ly be innate, or inherent in the human
mind. The fact of idiocy from birth is

not even an exception to the rule; and

this perhaps is the strongest illustration
that can be given, by those who deny
Idiocy
dees not disprove the existence of an

The

llt SClHse,=—

ortzinal inherent capacity of 1deas in the
mind itself. If it proves any thing, it
simply proves, that to our ordinary fa-
culties, there are apparent evidences of
some derangement, in this original ca-
pacity—some disturbing cause, by which
it has been prevented from performing
its natural and ordinary tanctions—some

mysterious, and if vou choose, to our

finite minds, unaccountable agency, of
that great and Ommipotent Being, who
not only creates but destrovs. by which,
in the practical operations of this great
machinery of the universe, he permits
the developement of mind to be some
times hindered and retarded. This 1=
the whole extent to which the 1illustra-
tion can be carried. How these super-
vening causes have occurred, by which
this original capacity of 1deas in the
mind, has been affected or diminmished in
the case supposed, 1t 1s not, at ail mate-
rnal, for us to know. If the capacity it-
seif exists, in any degree whatever,
whether brouzht into action or not, 1t 1s

|

all that we rm]niru for the purposes of

1
the arcument.

Now 1t 1s clear. that the existence of

a capacity of 1deas in the human mind,
as an origznal mherent attnibute of the
mund itself, no more implies a sameness
or general equality of this eapacity, than
the existence of ln-‘lt.[{‘r iseltl lulpiu'n an
i the varous
conditions 1in which we find

Hecause 1t 1s innate or in-
miust

M Necessariiy i‘-i'!'tl. :tml H]ik*‘. 17 :n!

equality or
lorms and
It (O eXIist,
herent. it d

sameness

wes not follow. that 1t
minds., The same mav be said of the
theory of thote who denv its innatencess,
| :I'In;t ther. ‘\.’H".;:“I' M
or a derivitive

Oor imnnerency.,

be an mhbherent. capacity,

it needs not be necessarily equal n
. nAnds. If inuate or imherent., no
reasons can be ofiered w hich “““E'i

forbid on the part of a God of Infinite
Wisdom and Justice, an unequal distri-
button, or endowment of 1t, to lils crea-
tares, anv more than an unequal organi-
zation and arrancement of matter. It
denivative only, the same great desigrn of
change and modification, not eulv In
the sensations, denived from im]tr"-.-:--m-a
made on the organs of sense by exter-
nal obyects, but even n the organs of
sense themselves, may, with equal rea-
son and proprniety, be imputed to so
Great and Omaipotent a Bewng, without
the shghtest reproach upon the perlec-

uon of any of His Moral Attnibutes.

of mind by the Great Author of Nature,

18 not repugnant to Reason, nor opposed

to any proper view of the Justice, the
Wisdom. or the Goodness of God. It
is not in conflict with a right understand-
ing of any of the received theories con-
cerning the orizin ol deas, whilst i
is sustained by all the analogies to be
drawn from the works of Nature—is n
perfect accordance with the laws which
sovern the material universe, and s
sanctioned by ail the tests which obser-
vation and experience can afford. A
doctrnine so fortified and so well support-
ed may justly challenge universal beliel.

BArkinG AT THE Moo~ !—A story s
told of the late Judee Ohn, of Vermont,
that he was once presiding upon a cer-
tain occasion in court, when a waspish
hittle lawver, full of 1gnorance and con-
ceit, who was pleading a case belore
him, took occasion, in the course ot lns
remarks, to address some very contemp-
tuous language to the bench.

Every one in covrt turned mstinctive-
lv towards the judge, expecuing a severe
rebuke would at once be admmmistered
to the wmsolent offender, but what was
their surprise to see the judge sitting
with brow serene and unclouded, guiet-
ly taking his notes, as f he had not
heard the lanzuage, or as if nothing out
of the way had been uttered.

After the adjournment as most of the
officers of the court met arounnd the
dinner table of the hotel, a friend asked

fare not ende« 11 It capacities COII“IC! —ﬁ-ild

the judge for an explanation of his

strange forbearance—why he had taken
no notice of one who so justly deserved
to be committed for contempt of court.
“I'll tell vou a story!” said the judge,
the quiet humor beaming from his eyes
the while ; ““my father once had a dog—
a mere wiffet of a thingethat had a
strange fashion of going out every moon-
light night and barking furiously at the
moon !’ Here the judge paused, and

went on deliberately eating s dinner,
as if he had finished his story. Well "

«“Well 2" said several voices, “ What of

of that?’ <O! nothing,”” said the judge,
““the moon went right on!”

— ... EE— — =

A HinT.—A cotemporary says: “There

ijs a man up in our counyry who always

pays for his paper in advance. He has

never had a sick day in s hfe—never
had any corns or tooth-ache—his pota-

toes never rot—the weevil never eats
his wheat—the frost never kills his corn
or beans—his babies never cry in the

vance:?’

i
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.The man who made a shoe fer the
foot of a mountain, is now engaged on
a hat of discourse—fter which he will

manufacture a plume for General Intelh-

gence.

In 1774, a missionar_y had a bible in  military character,
his house explaining it to a party of adieu to the armies he
pronounced it to be the the honor to command, he can only

““What,” said one of again offer,

Indians. He

book of God.

night, and his wife uever sculqs.”—-l
Reader, have you paid the printer in ad-

|
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Selected  Joetry,

THE CLOSING YEAR.

BY GEO. D. PRENTICE.

"T'is mmidnight’s holy hour—and silence now
[s.brooding, hke gentie spinit, o'er
The sull and pulseless world. Hark! on the winds
The bell’s deep tones are swelling ; "us the knell
Of the departed.  No laoerel train
[s sweepiug past; ver, on the strean and wood,
With wmelancholy hghit, the moonbeams rest,
Like a pale, spootiess shroud ; the air 1s stirr’d,
As by a mourner’s sizh: and on von cloud,
That flouts so stll and placidly through heaven,
The spints of the scasous seem to stand,
Y oung Spang, bright Suwmmer, Autumn’s solemn form,
And Winter with his aged locks, and breathe
o mourntul cadeces, that come avroad
Like the far wind barp’s wild and touching wail,
A melancoly dirge o’er the dead vear,
Gone from the earth torever. "1Tis a tine
For meinary um fOor 1ears. Withhn the d*‘"P,
=ull chambers ol the heart, a spectre dim,
Whose tones are hke the Wizard voice of Time,
Heard trom the tomb of ages, points its cold
And solemn finger to the beautiin
And holy visions that have pass’d away,
And lelt no shadow of their hveliness
On the dead waste of hite.  T'hat spectre liils
The cothn-id of hope, and joy, and love,
And. bendmy mourntuildy above the [lalﬂ
Sweet forms that slumber there, scatters dead fluwers
(Ver what has pass d to uothiugness. The year
Has gone, and, with it, many a glorious throng
(Ot hapyy dreams.  lits mark 18 on each brow,
Its shadow 1n each heart In 1= swil cuurse,
It waved 1ts scepue o'er the beantiful,
And they gre nol. It lad 1= P ihd hand
Upon the sirong man, and the haughty form
Is tallen, and the fashing eve 15 dim.
[t trod the hall of revelry, where throng'd
The beveht and yovonrs, and the tearfal! wail
(Of sty ken ones 1s heard, where erst the song
And <hout re~odnded It pas="d o'er
i, where swond and spear and shield

I"',‘ -

l-i"'. Ill 1-

F'la the hight of nndday—and the =trensth
(M sermved bosts s shauver'd, and the gFi\*!. 1
dsreeen ! m the san o Carnag®, waves abnve

e crush’d and mouldenng skeleton. It came
And Ivaded e a wreath of mi=<t at eve

Yet, ere it melted o the viewless air,

it heralded 11s o n< o thewr home

In the dim land of dreams. Rewmorseless Time —
F e spuiit of the ginss and sevthe—what power
Lan stav Lhimm s sgient ‘. Or meit

His tron heart 10 paty Un, =il on

He presses, and forever. The proad bird,

The condor of the Andes. that can soar

Throuch h=aven s untathomabile -!F;lh‘ti_ nr brave
‘l | v 1R’ ] Th * nnovrthiern hwarry
And battle his plumage in the thunde»r's hinme,

AT

* 'l""l : = 1 = Y \-‘ r_:‘ 1-'11 :'1' | i 1"‘1 hl‘lh."d'“.tl
"o rest upon s mountan crag, —bat Tune
Runows pot the weight of slesD or weanness

And night's deen darkness has no ehain to blind
this ruslilng pinio e voiuti
(1 'er enrti, ke trompbhled visvons #er the breast
M dresngiuing sOrrow : Cilies lise and --llﬁ‘

n the witer: fiery 1=les

is SWeeD

AKe bubbdes o
rng. Iazing, irom the ocea
b eI MV ALl TS CAVEIRS 20
y heaven therr bald and biacken'd ehils, and bow
Il hi=aa- 1O he , NEW Empbires rise,

L e ""t'rl""'!_'T' 4 I Airy

. and g0 back
GHNTAINE Frear

centunes,

And rus=u down nke the Alpane avalanche,

e iartinuge 1ae nal NG the vern siars,

Y on brieht and burotne blazonry o LoD,

Glitter a w e 1a thewr eternal depths,

Toud, ke the Plewad, lavehiest of their train,
~hoot trom their glorious spheres, and pass away,
F'oo diark i in the ackless vioud vetl Time—

T um=, the tomb bmilder, holds
Dark, stern, all pitiless, 2l

his flerce carcer,
d pags=es nnl

Ninned Ll IIZHEY Wrecks thnt =trew his p".lh,
' =it and muse, 1K= other conquernrs,
| 'pon the tearful ruin he has wrought.

Tou_ching chinit:é.nﬁes ol‘_ i‘ishil_gtu.
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ceased, and the warriors
were mow to separate for ever, turning
their weapons into plough-shares, and
their camps imto workshops. The spec-
tacle, theough a sublime and glorious
one, was vet attended with sorrowful
‘eelings: for alas! in the remains of that
rallant armv of patniotic soldiers, now
about to disband without Payv, without

support, stalked poverty and disease.—

i

The country had not the means to be!

grateful.

The details of the condition of many
of the officers and soldiers of that peri-
od, according to history and oral tradi-
tion, were melancholy m the extreme,
Possessing no means ol patrimonial in-
heritance to fall back upon—thrown out
of even the penlous support of the sol-
dier at the commencement of winter,
and hardly fit for any other daty thap
that of the camp—their situation can
better be imarined than described.

A single instance, as a sample of the
situation of many of the officers, as re-
lated of the conduct of Baron Steuben,
may not be amiss.
bodv of the army was disbanded at New-
burgh, and the veteran soldiers were
bidding a parting farewell to each other,
Lt. Col. Cochran, an aged soldier of the
New Hampshire line, remarked with
tears in his eves as lLie shook hands with
the baron:

““For myself T conld stand 1t; but my

wife and daughters are in the garret of

that wretched tavern, and I have mno
means of removing them.”

“Come. come,”” said the baron, “don’t
give way thus, I will pay my respects to
Mrs. Cochran and her danghters.”

When the good old soldier left them,
their countenances were warnm with
gratitude—f{or he left there all he had.

In one of the Rhode Island regiments
were several companies of black troops,
who had served through the whole war,
and their bravery and discipline were un-
surpassed.

When the wman,

The baron observed one of:

No. 18: a3

1 secured innumerable blessings to others.
- “With these wishes and this benedic-
tion, the commander-in-chief is about
to retire from service. The curtain of
separation will soon be drawn, and the
military scenes to him will be closed
forever.”

The closing of the “military scenes’

I am about to relate.
|

~__New York had been occupied by
 Washington on the 23th of November.
' A few days afterwards he .notified the
 president of Congress, which body was
‘then in session at Annapolis, in Mary-
land, that as the war was now closed,
“he should consider it his daty to pro-
-ceed thence, and surrender to that body
the commission which he had received
from them seven years before.

! The morning of the 5th of Decem-

‘ber, 1783, was a sad and heavy one to
the remnant of the American army in
the city of New York. The noon of
that day was to witness the farewell of
- Washington—he was to bid adiew to his
military comrades for ever. The officers
who had been with him in solemn coun-
cil. the privates who had fought and
'bled in the *heavy fight,”” under his
*order.ﬂ, were to hear his eommands no
longer.  The manly form and dignified
countenace of the ‘‘great captain’” was
“henceforth to live in their memories.
. As the hour of noon approached, the
whole garrison, at the request of Wash-
Aington himself, was put in motion, and
marched down Broad street to Francis’s
tavern, his headquarters. He wished to
take leave of private soldiers, alike with
-oflicers, and bid them all adieu. His
Mfavorite light infantry were drawn up in
hine facing inwards, throagh Pearl street,
~at the foot of Whitehall, where a barge
was 1in readiness to convey him to
Powell's hook.
- Within the diming room of the tavern
~were gathered the generals and field
~officers, to take thair farewell.’
- Assembled there were Knox, Greene,
Chnton, Steuben, Gates, and others,
who had servep with him faithfully and
truly in the “tented field;” but alas!
~where were others that had entered the
~war with him seven years before? Their
“bones crumbled in the soil from Canada
to Georgia.  Montgomery had yielded
up lus life at Quebec, Wooster fell at

|
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Danbury, Woodhull was barbarously
“murdered while a prisoner at the battle
' 0l G L T N Al ANl arg :

“chivalric Laurens, after displaying the
“most heroic conurage in the trenches of
Yorktown, died in a trifling skirmish in
South Carolina; the brave but excentric
Lee was no longer living, and Putnam,
like a helpless child, was stretched upon
“the bed of sickness. Indeed, the bat-
tle-field and time had thinned the ranks
which entered with him on the conflict
of mdependence.

Washington entered the room-—the
hour of separation had come. As he
‘raised his eve and glanced on the faces
of those assembled, a tear coursed down
his cheek, and his voice was tremulous
as he saluted them. Nor was he alone.
Men, ‘albeit unused to the melting
mood,” stood around him, whose hands
uplified to cover their brows, told that
the tears, which they in vain attempted
to conceal, bespoke the anguish they
could not hide.

After amoment’'s conversation, Wash-
ington called for a glass of wine., It
was brought to him. Turning to the
oflicers, he thus addressed them:

““With a heart full of love and grati-

tude, [ now take my final leave of you,
and I most devoutly wish your latter
davs may be as prosperous and happy as
your former ones have been glorious and
honorable.”” He then raised the glass
to his lips, and added, “I cannot come
' to each of vou to take my leave, baut
shall be obliged to you if each of you
will take me by the hand.”
~ (General Knox, who stood nearest
burst into teras, and advanced, incapable
of utterance. Washington grasped him
by the hand, and embraced him. The
officers came up suceessively, and took
an affectionate leave. No words were
spoken, but all was the “silent elegance
of tears.”” What were mere words at
such a scene >-Nothing. It was the feel-
ing of the heart—thrilling though un-
spoken.

When the last officer had embraced
him, Washington left the room, follow-

these poor negroes on the warf at New- ed his comwrades, and passed through the

burgh, apparently in great distress.

‘W hat is the matter, brother soldier ¢"’

line of lizht infantry. His step was slow
"and measured, his head uncovered, and

¢“Whv. Master Baron, I waut a dollar tears flowing thick and fast, as he look-

to gemhome with, now the Congress has

no further use for me.”’
The Baron was absent for a few mo-

ments, and then returned with a silver than all the rest.

dollar, which he had borrowed. |
“There, it's all I could get. Take it.”
The negro received it with joy, hailed
a slocp which was passing down the
river to New York, and as he reached
the deck, took off his hat and said—
‘(God bless you, Master Baron!”

These are only single illustrations of| cipline was now at an en

In-

the army at the close of the war.

' ed from side to side at the veterams to
'whom he now bake adien forever.—
| Shortly an event occured more touthing
A gigantic soldier
who had stood by his side at Trenton,
stepped forth from the ranks, and ex-
‘tended his hand :

“Farewell, my beloved general, fare-
;well.” ' b

Washington grasped his hand, in con-
vulsive emotion in both of his. All dis-

The aoffi-

cers could not restrain the men as they

'deed, Washington had this view at the | rushed forward to take Washington by

close of his farewell address to the army

at Rocky Hill, in November, 1793.
“And being now about to conclude

these his last public orders, to take his

‘ultimate leave in a short time of the

and to bid a final
has so long had

in their behalf, his recom-

them, “did the Great Spirit make that mendations to their country, and his

book!”’
understanding him literally. The Indian

see 2 Dutch woman make him.”’

“Yes,” replied the missionary, prayer to the God of armies.

“May ample justice be done them

‘was indignant, and said, “I believe it a here, and may the choicest of heaven's | fc _ :
lie, 1 ogto Baltimore last month, and I favors, both here and hereafter, attend|sight of in the distance.—N. Y. Jour.

those who, undcr divine auspices have

the hand, and the violent sobs and tears
of the soldiers told how deeply engrav-
ed upon their affections was the love of

' their commander.
At length Washington reached the
'barge at Whitehall, and entered it. At
the first stroke of the oars he rose, anad
turning to the companions of his !
by waving his hat, bade them a silent
adieu. Their answer was only in tears;

and the officers and men, with glistening
eyes, watched the receeding boat till the
form of their noble commander was lost

of Commerce.
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