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OU know, boys and girls, when a guy gets in trouble, generally

his first thought is: “Boy, I wish there was a cop around to get
me out of this.” And if there is a cop around, the chances are he can
get you out of almost any sort of jam in the world. The police are
called on at all hours of the day and night, to do everything from
straightening out a family argument, to catching a cat that's crawled
up a tree and won’t come down. But here’s the story of a bunch of
boys who couldn’t call on the cops when they got into trouble. In
fact, it was the cops who were making all the trouble for Frank Zap-
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Not that Frank had done anything to deserve all that attention from the

] ‘ : YOO WWOO | S 1 > Thil uf | = New York police department, All he was dolng was irying to get to New

” L P g . Ey MESCAL ' TO O ER A '_ R e e \ | Jersey, There are some funny laws on the statute hooks. 1'1 admit, but there

= | & Tha - - — | ‘ | | Isn't any against going to New Jersey, so Frank was entirely within hig rights

when he tried to dig up the half buck he needed to get through the Holland
tunnel,

But things were happening around New York, that night, that Frank
and his friends didn't know about. Old Lady Adventure was setting the

stage for big doings—and she used the cops for actors in the drama
she staged with Frank in the leading role.

trank and his friends started out one September evening for a ride In a
car that belonged to one of the fellows' dads. They had the ear—but doggone
little money. There was only twenty cents in cash in the whole crowd, and they
wanted to go over to New Jersey to see some friends they had over there,

Boys Would Rather Be in Jersey—So Watch.

Going to Jersey, though, cost fifty cents—the price of admission to the Hol-
Iand tunnel, So Frank suggested that one of the other lads—a fellow named

FINNEY OF THE FORCE By Ted O'Loughlin ' s Jim—sell an old dollar-and-a-half watch that he ecarrled. Jim was agreeable
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NOULDRY - was working there, and they offered the wateh to him. He didn't want it, but

Go To JAL be talked to the boys for a while, And then—suddenly—things began to happen,
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the street going about sixty-five miles an hour. About ten seconds later, another
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“Don’t Shoot, Mister—Don’'t Shoot.”

. one followed It, going even faster than the first. Both cars disappeared arouna
another corner before the hovs even had a ehanee to get a good Jook at them.,
The street cleaner ran for the eorner to get a last look at them, and the four

. boys climbed back Into their own ear,

Jim got in front and took the wheel, Frank was in the back seat
with a lad named Charlie. While Jim was starting the motor, Frank
turned to Charlie and said: “What luck we've got. We can’'t even sell
a watch!”™ And then he saw Charlie’'s hands go up in the air—heard
him cry out: “Don’t shoot, mister—don’t shoot!”

Frank sat gazing, spellbound, past Charlie and out Into the street. Two
men were standing there—detectives, they looked like—pointing sawed-off police
rities into the back seat of the car. Twe uniformed police came up then, and
one of the detectives opened the doer and yanked Charlie out of the car. An-
other poked a rifle into Frank's midriff and told him to elimb out, too. And
up ahead, the two boys In the front seat were also being pulled out onto the
pavement,

It Begins to Look Like They're Public Enemies,

By this time there were eight pelicemen and detectives clustered around
the car. A couple more were Inside, going through it with a fine-toothed comb.
i _ | “Where are the guns?” they asked Frank. "“Where are the other two fellows?"
| All four boys said they didn’t have any guns—didn’t know anything
BRONC PEELER A Scion of Richard the Lion-Hearted By FRED HARMAN about any two other fellows—but they couldn’t convince the cops. A
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A # . ' the police kept asking them. And their answer: “Parked on a corner down by
the Dattery” was not good enough.

Street Cleaner Cleans Up Their Slate.

Then Frank thought of the street cleaner. If the cops could only find him,
he could back their story. Frank told the detective captain, and the captain
sent a4 man out te bring him in. He got there about fifteen minutes later,

“Did you ever see these boys before?” the detectives asked him,
“Sure | did,” he replied. *“| was talking to them for twenty min.
utes, just before the police cars came shooting around the corner.”

And that was all the cops wanted to know, But for a half hour or so, it
gure looked to Frank as though four guys were going to jall for the helnous
crime of trying to get to Jersey City.
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