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A cluster of Dorsett berries

Eastern Shore

Growers Find

New Berries Profitable

By W. LEg ALLEN

HE 1935 strawberry crop was one

ot the most profitable Eastern Shore
growers have had tor several vyears.
Various tactors contributed to this re-
sult. There is Little question but that the
drought ot 1934 reduced the total acre-
age n some ot the middle western states
and that higher market prices resulted.
Weather conditions for producing a good
crop on the Eastern Shore wore very
tavorable. Furthermore, many growers
have made use of new and better varie-
ties and received better prices because of
having better berries,

Many ot the nuddle western states
were adversely aftected by the 1934
drought., Probably the berry crops of
Nentucky, Tennessee and Missouri are
the ones which had the most inHuence on
markets tor Fastern Shore berries. The
limited acreage and the decreased pro-
duction i those states resulted in tar
less mid-western bermes being shipped to
the eastern markets than usual.

Where strawbernies are grown on
reasonably good land and are well ter-
tilized, the main limiting tactor in pro-
duction is moisture. The fruiting sea-
son 1 1935, starting with the penod
when strawbernies were in bloom, was
one of the most favorable in years from
the standpoint of moisture. Freguent
showers throughout the period when the
plants were in bloom and the fruit was
developing made possible a large average
size and total production per acre.

At times there seemed to be even too
much raintall which s likely to make
the bernies rot, especially where plants
in the truiting row are overcrowded. It
also makes the berries gritty and de-
tracts from their appearance and value.
The practices of keeping plants thinned
to prevent excessive rotting and of mul-
ching to reduce the percentage of dirty
berries after a shower are recommended.
They will be helpful in wet seasons and
in dry seasons they will aid in conserv-
INg meoisture.

A discussion of vaneties always brings
out plenty of argument and personal
opinion. Prior to 1915 perhaps 80%
or more of the early strawberries grown
on the Eastern Shore were Missionary
and Klondyke
with the excep- : *
tion of a few
Horsey and Hef- | ‘
flinproduced
in the two Vir-
ginia counties.

Premier was in-
troduced in 1915.
On account of its
great productive-
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A quart basket of Fairfax berries

Shore growers, displacing a large per-
centage of the Klondyke and Missionary.
After a few years Premier became very
unpopular with those who shipped in re-
frigerator cars. Where shipments were
made by truck Premier was not discount-
¢d so heavily, As Premier came to be
planted in large acreages the great pro-
ductiveness of the plants resulted in a tre-
mendous quantity of these berries going
on the market in a short time. The poor
prices for Premier berries resulted from
such heavy shipments of mediocre ber-
ries have a lot to do with the ready
acceptance which some of the new va-
rieties have had among Eastern Shore
growers

The flrst and most popular of these
new early berries was the Blakemore.
Probably it 1s safe to say that no variety
ever took hold faster than Blakemore has
on the Eastern Shore, largely on account
of its vigor of plant growth, productive-
ness and especially the lhight color and
hrmness of the berries. It is unfortu-
nate that much of the early stock of
Blakemore on the Peninsula came from
stock which was slightly to badly in-
tested with bud nematode or crimps
which 1s a very serious problem in some
of the southern states. There are stocks
ot this vanety which have not been ex-
posed to this disease and many of the
larger growers are securing their new
plants from these sources.

Another fault of Blakemore is Yel-
lows. In all Blakemore fields areas are
found where the leaves turn quite yel-
low. In some cases it i1s serious enough
to reduce the crop. Scientists have not
yet deaded whether or not this trouble

will eventually destroy the usefulness of
this fiine varniety.

Bellmar is another variety with the
same parentage as Blakemore, but is even
darker than Premier in color. Bellmar,
although a fine variety, has not taken
hold much in Eastern Shore berry grow-
Ing scctions.

Still newer are Dorsett and Fairfax
which have been grown for several years,
but in 1935 were put on the market in
considerable quantit.cs. These berries
are both good shuppers, Fairfax being

_ slightly more firm

o Mg Y and Dorsett

N\ slightly less firm

\ than Blakemore.
* In size also they
are better than

other early vari-

eties. In quality

Dorsett and Fair-

fax are far supe-

ror to any vari-

4 eties yet grown in
this section, and
it is felt that this

L

Cull Piles Show
Pruning 15 Needed

Observation of the cull piles of several
packing houses both in Virginia and
Maryland, last fall, showed a great num-
ber of culls due to limb rub and me-
chamcal bruises. In some cases there
were more culls from these causes than
from insects.

This would indicate that growers
should give attention to removal of small
twigs and branches throughout the tree
in order to eliminate the causes of rubbed
and battered fruit,

It 1s always a safe rule in thinking of
prumng requirements to look over the
trees with the last harvest season in
mund, particularly the number of culls
and oft-grade fruits.

By reducing the amount of small and
poorly colored fruit, proper pruning will
make money for the grower. It will also
open the trees to better sunlight and to
better spray coverage. -

A good guide in making pruning a
profitable operation is: (1) Cut out as
little of the strong, fruiting wood as pos-
sible. (2) Remove the weak wood. (3)
Cut under instead of on top.

As trees are pruned this winter, grow-
ers will do well to be on the look-out
tor red mite, Several serious outbreaks
of this insect last summer did consid-
erable damage to leaves and fruit by
causing poor color and early fruit drop-
ping. They weakened buds for next
year,

Miscible oil spray applied in the
spring will control this insect, but the
entomologists warn that the oil spray
must not be applied too early or it will
not give proper results, as the eggs have
hard shells until near hatching time.

high quality together with their other
good points will make Dorsett and Fair-
fax rival Blakemore in total acreage as
they become better known.

John Hicks, a grower in Somerset
County, Md., reported a yield of 8,000
quarts per acre of Dorsett, in fact from
just 5,000 plants set. Many otier fine
yields were obtained from both Dorsett
and Fairfax. Equally important is the
selling price. Government reports show
out the season from this section until
some of the later berries began to come
in.

Among the late varieties there has
been no such rapid change in popular
favor. Big Joe for midseason and Ches-
apeake, Lupton and Gandy for late have
been favorites for a long time. Only
one varicty now on the horizon seems
capable of displacing these to any extent.
That variety is Catskill.

Of the new varieties mentioned, Blake-
more, Bellmar, Dorsett and Fairfax are
introductions of the U, §. Department
of Agriculture. Catskill was introduced
by the New York Agricultural Experi-
ment Station.

Cover Crop Vital

For Water Supply

The relation of cover crops to water
conservation in orchards i1s emphasized
in @ report made by . B. Hut~heson
of the Virgima Agricultural Experiment
Station. He points out that more than
400 pounds of water must pass through
the leaves of plants in order that one
pound of dry matter may be produced.

“When one considers,”” Mr. Hutche-
son says, “the enormous yield of dry
matenal in leaves, new growth and fruit,
and further considers the fact that the
unpreventable loss of water by run-off
and percolation amounts to at least fifty
per cent of the total rainfall it is easy
to grasp the fact that on the average the
amount of water falling on ‘orchards
during the growing season is insufhent
to produce large yields of fruit.”

The solution to the problem is to
store water in the soil between growing
scasons. Aside from irngation, Mr.
Hutcheson points to two ways to in-
crease moisture in the orchard soil: (1)
Prevent run-off by using cover crops and
cultivation, and (2) increase the organic
matter of orchard soill. (Organic mat-
ter may hold from 200 to 300 per cent
of its weight in water.)

Cover crops supply organic matter.
Legumes are preferable since, when prop-
erly innoculated, they have the power of
gathering from the atmosphere nitrogen
which may later be used by the trees.
Biennial clovers, cowpeas or soybeans,
and annual lespedezas are the three best
cover Crops.

Sweet clover, seeded in late winter,
sends its roots deeper in the soil and
gives a larger yield of organic matter
than does red clover. However, this
crop will not grow in acid seils and
requires liberal applications of phos-
phates for maximum production.

Cowpeas and soybeans are summmer
legumes which furnish lots of organic
matter and are well suited for young
orchards. Seed cowpeas in June, soy-
beans in May. Superphosphate will in-
crease the yield. A bad aspect of these
crops is that they require plowing of the
land which always increases erosion.

Annual lespedezas grow on acd soils
and require little plant food. Seed are
sown in March without soil preparation.
They are simply broadcast, 25 pounds to
the acre, harrowed lightly.

FARM FACTS

More homes should be painted in
1936. Paint spells beauty and economy.

Food, feed, and fertility first. When
the farmer does this he is on the right
road to better things.

Permanent prosperity is within the
reach of only the farmer who follows
good farm practices.




