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This typical North Carolina gully shows the ravages of erosion in terms

of depth,
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AAA Substitute Aimed to Hit

Fundamental Farm Problem

By H. R. KIBLER

ASSELD) as a substitute for the AAA.

the “"Soil Conservation and Domestic
Allotment Act,” signed by the President
on March 1, strikes directly at the fun-
damental national tarm problem. It
seeks to end the ternfic annual national
loss from soil erosion. In this respect,
it follows the permanent onginal inten
tion of the AAA plan.

Interest in the temporary phase of the
AAA, espeaially the immediate benefits
to be secured through evaporation ol
farm surpluses and the resulting higher
farm commodity prices had rather ob
scured this long-time purpose which had
contemplated establishment of a  wise
land use to check the drain on the food
resources of the nation.

Exhaustion of new land areas tor
farming development, a countiy-wide soil
survey, and the dramatization of erosion
by the choking. blinding dust storms that
swept over half the nation in the sunune:
of 1935, has brought ity dwellers  as
well as tarmers to the consciousness ol
the necessity for a national soil conserva-

tion policy.

National Action Demanded

The soil survey disclosed erosion had
destroyed 51,405,007 acres of land fo
turther use in crop production. In addi-
tion, it was found that practically all of
the top soil was lost from 105,540,229
acres, and a total of 513,074,201 acres
had been robbed of from one-fourth to
three-fourths of its top soil, It s esti-
mated that 3,000,000,000 tons of soil are
washed out of our fields and pastures
every vear with a loss of not less than
Ilfl,llﬂl,ihui,llnn pnulhlw ol |1lillll fnml.
The value of mitrogen, phosphoric acid
and potash lost amounts annually to $2.
N OO0 O0X),

This destruction of rich food and
fibre producing resources indecd consti
tutes a national calanmuty, It demanded
national action. "T'he new act ot Congress
deals directly wiath the problem. It seeks
to:

Preserve and improve soil  fertility
promote the economic use and conserva-
tion of land; dimimish the exploitation
and wastetul and unscientific use of na-
tional resources; protect rivers and har-
bors against the results of erosion so as
to aid flood control and maintain naviga-

bility.

And finally, it seeks to re-establish the

ratio between the purchasing power of
tarmers and of people not on farms
which prevailed during the five year pe-
nod, August 1909 to July 1914.

Individual Grants

1o accomplish the purpose of the act
there s authonized an annual appropria-
tion of not more than $500,000,000. Un-
der the terms of the act, federal aid will
be made in the form of grants direct to
mdividual tarmers to assist voluntary ac-
tion for the stated purposes of the act
until Jan. 1, 1938, After that date,
grants will be made only to states upon
subnussion of approved state programs.

Methods of checking and stopping soil
crosion on individual farms include ter-
racing, the growth of cover crops and
reforestation,  Economi
pressure has  tor  many vears  forced
tarmers to ;Il'millu' cash CTOPS that non
oanly sapped sol tertility, but exposed the

1 SOMEe  CANES,

;.IIHl to ternhie erosion lllhh{‘\._

1T he amount ot and water
Lrom various cropping svstems was ef-
lectively illustrated on test |l|ut- in the
Spartanburg, 5. C., arca, Comparative
tirures on pounds of soil lost per acre
trom these plots show that from a given
number of gallons of rainfall per acre,
bare plots lost §6,522 pounds of soil per
acre; cotton plots 37,745 pounds; corn
plots 13,152 pounds, while on lespedeza
plots the loss was 2,360 pounds and on
Bermuda grass plots only 262 pounds.

~ I'II ll'lh,‘\

Secretary Wallace Explains

L'nder the two-year or temporary plan
of the new Soil Conservation Act, pay-
ments will be made to producers for
treatment or use of land for soil restora-
Lo, CONServation or ¢rosion prevention ;
also for changes they make in the use of
their land and for the percentage of their
normal production of one or more desig-
nated commodities equal to the normal
national percentage required for domes-
tic consumption,

Secretary of Agriculture Wallace is
quoted directly on this phase of the pro-
gram as follows: “Payments will be
made for the growing of erosion-prevent-
ing and soil-building crops, of which
there-1s no surplus, rather than soil-de-
pleting cash crops, of which there is a
surplus. That is, a farmer who wishes to
put a larger proportion of his farm into
sich crops as legumes and grasses and a
correspondingly smaller proportion inte

Terraced along contours, this North Carolina land combats soil erosion and

attendant waste.

(Soil Conservation Serviee Photo)

N R R N R LA T

SECTION

Tobacco barn near
South Boston,

Virginia.
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New Virgini:l 1 obacco Bill

Similar to liqualization Fee

< () continue  the benehits secured
'1 tor Virgima tobacco growers under
the acreage control  provisions ot  the
\AA, the Legislature ot Virgima early
m March adopted a bill creating a state
1 obacco Commssion and providing 1oy
the regulation ot the sale, marketing and
distribution of tobacco,

The new act will not become ef fee
tive untll the L‘llll;{lt“*h of the U mted
States has passed an act consenting to the
establishment ot compacts between the
gorverntents ot the varous  tobacco
srowing states, Atter such tederal recog
mton the \'lluilll.'t act becomes etfective
with respect to hire cured tobacco LM
measure

North

and South Carohina and Creorvia: with

the enactment ot a simnlan

the |l';_:|-|.'lhn'r-- of the states of

respect to burley, LYo stmitlar action in
North Carolina, Kentucky and Tennes
see s and n respect to dark ar-cured to

I'\I'!II'IIIL'-. and

baceo, Hpon  achon by
1 ennessee,
Equalization Fee Principle
1 he control method ser up in the Vi
i measure  tollows closely  the old
|;_'Il.||l+||i.ﬁﬂlnn ee IIIIIM'HIII‘, .'hhin ated na
tonally a number ot vears Ao, I jrro

vides tor the tixing ot a marketing quota

such crops as cotton, wheat, corn and
tobacco will be compensated by the gov
ernment tor so doing, Without some
compensation, many farmers could not
attord to sacnihice any ot their acreage
ot cash crops.”

How Farmer Benefits

Thus, the farmer will be benefitted
by direct payments for the development
of soil conservation practices. At the
same time, he will be building and con-
serving the value of his farm. lo addi-
tion, he will receive an increase in yield
of crops produced. The county agricul-
tural agent of Yancey County, N. (.,
has surveyed this latter possibility and
concludes that over $200,000 annual in-
creased crop income will be the imme-
diate reward to farmers in that county
resulting from the soil improvement and
conservation program. Estimated crop
increases are: Corn, 8 bushels per acre;
wheat, 5 bushels; oats, 15 bushels; to-
bacco, 122 pounds; potatoes, 50 bushels,
and hay 1-2 ton.

But the protection and conservation of
our national tood production resources.
15 Of consequence to the entire nation and

not to the tarmer alone. The stark trag-

edy of China dramatizes unmistakably
the etfect of unchecked soil waste on an
entire country.

In a final summanzation of the plan
of the new act, Secretary Wallace states:
"1 believe that under this new program,
we can do a more constructive job of
putting a firm physical base under our
civilization than has ever been done by
any great nation with a continental cli-
mate,”’

tor cach grower, I\I.!ILI'IHIL! certrhicate
tor an amount ot tobacco not excecdimg
the marketing quota tor the
which the tobacco is produced would be

tarm on

isstecd by the commmission.

.\l.'HLrtin;_r certihcates tor tobaceo sur
plus bevond the alloted quota would be
<old by the commussion tor not less than
25 per ocent ol SO ey
of the rross value ot the tobaceo.

more than cent

Producers on Commission

T he authorized Vireima  Tobaceo
Clommussion will consist of not less than
Ih'.t'r .'llhl ot 1nun e 1]1.1” SeVen HI!*IHIH'I--

the government. A ma

shall be

.I|IIIH|I'I|I'|I h

i”lll\ i\ IIH' Inrlniu'h o

:]m 'S,

T he Virginia act sets torth i detanl
methods  for marketin
(quotis lor ea § klmi ol tobacco tor

determiming

dividual farms withan the state tor eacl

vear. For cach tarm tor which a bas
tobacco production was determined by
the U mited States Department o Aer
culture, this base will be accepted atter
the In.lLln;: (il -~4H|| .ltiithilhl'llla As iare
recommiended by the local tobacco com
and state

nutteenwn approval by the

COMTITTIISSHOND,

Decay of Nations
Begins at Roots

By DeWITT C. WING
Wherever

"l th'l' Haton Ihl" Il'h*-. i
tertithity  (through water and wind
and  growing

outruns the

sl
CTrosion sotl-exhausting

restoration ot sl

Crops )
fertihiny {Tllruu;.{ll yrowing legume, IASS,
meadow and ftorage andl
and the apphication of tertilizers and

manures), the nation s decaving.

Crops trees,

The decay ol nations IH';.:ilh In _Thr
*-IIII. A Ilill'illl'l"w -Tl'i'nu[ll. 1n.lt:l“H.. endur-
ance and wealth are measured by its
avarlable sl tertility, Under the pres
sure of debts and fined charges, aggra-
vated by unprotitable prices tor farm
|'||'IH||an, rarmers,  tenants HIHI
Croppers been hiterally  forced to
abuse and exhaust the sol. Wheneyver
tarm income has decreased, the living
standards ot the masses of IH'HIIII' have
declined to deplorably low levels.

share-
have

.\Illltuilgt‘u[ land that Pavs taxes and
interest, and produces a living for farm
tamihies, 15 more likely to be turther -
povernshed than mmproved or maintained,
Debt-ridden  tarmers  can take ade-
quate care of thewr land only by work-
ing together under an effective national
land use and land conservation policy.

ln the 1923-29 penod, agriculture's
gross inconmw averaged more than 11 il
lion dollars a vear. In 1930 it dropped to
approximately 9 1-2 bilhions, In 1931 1t
wis less than seven billions and in 1932
about 5 1-4 bilhons. In 1933 it rose to
nearly 6 1-2 billions; in 1934 it increas-
ed to around 7 1-4 billions, and in 1935
it exceeded eight billhion dollars,




