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$509 an Acre Netted from Delaware Strawberry Plot

By CLAYTON A. BUNTING
Selbyville, Sussex County, Delaware

ern section of the

strawberry industry of the east
L mited States s
It 15 also n

wide, varied and interesting.

too many instances conducted on an all
tO0 \II|hhln| basis, re
-.1|ltm;_' i hietle, ot any
protit, rather than the
rather handsome $509
per acre net we real-
ized last vear trom a
rather large test plot
of the varniety Dorsett
being grown for mar-
ket,

On the Del Mar
Va Penmnsula, straw
berries h ave dechned somewhat as a crop
durmg t|u past few vears as a result of
rather than
non-existence ot good produc-
varieties, It remaimed for the U nited
States Department of Agniculture to pre
sent to growers Dorsett and Fairfax, the
two hinest strawberries tor any purpose
generation., Not until last season
under the test of market production did
| arrive at a decision as to the better of
the two—the Dorsett. So close are the
rwo vaneties it s easily possible for one
to lead, depending on the section of the
country, The fruiting season of both va-
rieties extends over a j_',luni three weeks
or longer. It 1s necessary to pick fruit
trom the plants about ten times during
the season,

the wearing out of strains
from the

rive
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Market Expansion Seen

Prior to the introduction of these two
vaneties, vareties haghly acid in content
were grown to assure shipping quality,
Flavor to distant markets was sacrificed
m tavor of shipping quality. Both varie-
ties have low acid content, yet ship well.

Intensive cultivation of land prior to
it recenving a planting ot strawberries is
necessary to realize a weed-free straw-
berry field the tollowing vear. It i1s im-
possible to grow a bumper crop of ber-
res amidst a  bumper crop of weeds.
Most any type of well drained soil can
be made almost weed and grass free
over a period of three years of intensive
cultivation to any other crop. For best
results, plan ahead for handling this
crop. Set your plants in this tvpe of soil.
(sive them frequent cultivation to keep
plants free from other vegetation.

Plant Feeding

During the war vears, due to scarcity
ot potash, this element became a torgot-
ten product for growing farm crops.
Many strawberry growers located in
poultry rasing sections, use exclusively
the almost free chicken manure. This ma-
nure contains lots of mitrogen in am-
monia form and lacks potash, a necessity
to successful strawberry culture, An ap-
plication of potash, ten pounds to every
100 yards of row should be made n
September.  Apply this along the side
of the row, being careful not to let any
it the plants, particularly if they are
damp. Cultivate in immediately, Ths
will result in a heavier root system
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Proper procedure of the top dressing
of strawberry plants s to apply a fe
tihzer analyzing 4 per cent ammonia
8 per cent phosphoric acid and 10 pe
cent |‘HH;I*~|I. Instead of h‘.'lll:}_ broadcast
i the strawberry rows in April, this ap

plication should preferably be made
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Camera Glimpses in the “Old Dominion’

Constantly learning by doing, these Vir-
ginia 4-H Club boys (above) learn to
survey through the assistance of their
county farm agent. The state's 1,293 clubs
last year had an enroliment of more than
32,702 members. Gordon A. Elcan, state
boys' cliob agent assures they're still
growing this year. Right, 4-H'ers mix
compost for a cold frame.
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from dry periods and wall  add
firmness and color to the trint, A more

sturdy root svstem will develop from the

stittoed

addition of potash.
Mulching Profitable

Viulehing with wheat straw, salt hay
or pine needles, will be tound profitable
and 1s of vital importance. It will keep
the sl cool and will prevent splashing
ot sand or other soil on the frint from
hard showers,

The package i which the frat s
shipped to market 15 important. 1t has
customary for vears to ship n a
contaimmg 32 to Ho quarts, 1The
practical package contains 16 to 24
quarts. T'he smaller package s much
casier to handle and less subject to shake
Further, the trade that

been
crat.

up and damage.
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wants  fancy  fruit stmaller
package,

I used 24-gquart crates when market
g Dorsett and Fairfax last spring and
labeled  each with an
label in color.  This served as a trade
mark and held customers throughout the
season.  |he “would-be”
were unable to get our special mark, the
result being that prices held remarkably
well even in the tace of general market
dechine,

The future holds much for the mai
ket grower of strawberries, if he will
do the Little important things and grow
the night vanieties, and right varieties
atr onar IIIHI'I' now means Dorsctt and
Fairtax after a most profitable experi-
ence growing them.
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State

When it's apple blossom time in the
beautiful Shenandoah Valley of Vir-
ginia thousands of tourists will be here
for the “Apple Blossom Festival" at
Winchester., The date for the opening
of the famous festival is announced
some ten days before the colorful evenrt
is staged. Left, above, are apple blos-
soms near Bedford. Above, these young
Virginians and their pony have their
own festival.

(Virginia State O, of . photos)

Prominent among Holstein-Friesian
dairy herds in Virginia is the Meadow
Farms in Orange County. Pastures are
considered a crop. (Below).




