THE STATE FARMER SECTION

oo

'r GO E

1
gy il

et

--1! H . r 3 .1 " -
L ] ’

W. F. Gore, Clinton, N. C., exhibits cotton harvested from test plantings

which were treated and

untreated. Treated cotton on his farm showed an

increased yield of 25.9 per cent over the untreated planting.

Copper Aids Delaware Crops Game Birds are

By J, H. SKINNER, Jr,

ECAUSE the part plaved by the so

called ncluding
copper,  mangancse, zine, boron. and
wdine, in soil  production is receving
growing attention from soil scientists, the
Agnicultural Experiment Station at the
University of Delaware was chosen by
the Crop Protection Institute in 1033
to conduct research in the use of copper
as a plant nutrient and soil amendment.
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This work has been progressing since
then under the supervision of Dr. 1. F.
Manns, of the Delaware Experiment
Station. Much of the ecarly work was
done by Rayvmond Russell, now in Cali-
forma, while Walter .. Churchiman has
been  conducting the more recent re
search,

In 1933, Dr. Manns and Mr. Russell.
working with Delaware soils. obtained
lavorable results on both corn and wheat
by use ot the Neubauer method. This
consisted of  planting samples in large
earthenware pots and fertilizing differ-
ent pots with varving amounts of the
copper sulphate mixture, Field experi-
ments that vear also showed increased
vields on corn, potatoes, and othe Crops
when varving amounts of fertilizer con-
tamming 50 pounds of copper sulphate per
ton were used

Scattered Test Plots

The work progressed during the next
two yvears, with special emphasis being
placed on research on cotton and tobacco
vields, In April, 1935, Mr. Churchman
was placed in charge of the field work.
His methods included planting test plots
i sections of North Carolina, South
Carolina and Virginia. Each test plot
consisted of several 100 vard rows. The
first four were fertilized normally and
the next tour were given the same fer-
tithzer plus copper sulphate which had
been mixed with the fertilizer in the ra-
tio of §0 pounds per ton. The next four

J. H. Wood, Skipworth, Va. found
the treated tobacco worth $18.67 per

acre more than the untreated.

rows received no copper sulphate, and
so on, At harvest time, the two center
rows in each group were harvested. sto
ed, handled, and sold separately.

While the handling methods and the
curing methods, in the ease of tobacco.
were wdentical, the produce of each group
of rows was kept intact and was marked.

Results of the tests showed in 1935 an
average mcrease of 43.9 per cent in vield
tor tobacco with a 10.39 per cent i
crease i quality and a 54.29 per cent
mcrease in farm value.

Cotton Yields Increased

Cotton vields were increased by an
average ot 17.9 per cent while vields of
corn showed an average increase of 11 {5
per cent, .’\lrhmlgh the experimental
work with other crops, has, as vet. been
according to Dr, Manns, too limited to
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Nearly all white, the Silver cock pre-
sents a handsome sight with vest and
cellar of iridedcent blue.
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Dr. Fred E. Steere, physician and
druggist, Claremont, Va., is a pioneer
in breeding fancy pheasant strains.

Doctor’s Hobb )

By CORNELIA S. BURT
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vet be of mueh value.  Copper sulphate
treatment  ancreased the vields
sweet corn, squash, and tomatoes.

AMmong

The copper sulphate used 1 the ex-
periments was in snow form, mixed with
tertilizer at the rate of five pounds pet
cach 200 pound bag of tertilizer. No
special  fertilizer was chosen. but the
mixture normally used for the land on
which the test was to be conducted was
used in the expernnment,

According to Mr. Churchman. while
the experimental work with copper sul
phate has, to date, shown favorable re
sults, much work needs to be done before
recommendations can be made which will

cover all types of crops raised in the
Middle Atlantic States,

HE secretary-treasurer of the Wytheville Production Credit Association in-

spects beet cattle on the farm of (5.
The cattle furnished security for a loan from the Wytheville asso-

ginia.

B. Simmerman of Max Meadows, Vir-

clation, which is one of the 14 associations serving the state.” _n

Virginia production credit associations loaned farmers over $2,000.000 last vear
to purchase livestock, fertilizer, seed, supplies and equipment, and are now in the
midst of another busy season making loans for this year's crops, '

Production credit officials explain that the difference between the

S prrocent

interest rate on cash loans and the time-credit charges tor tertililzers and farm sup-
plies will often mean the difference between profit and loss on a major crop or

dairy herd.

Most loans from production credit associations are made for periods of less

than one year with interest charged for the actual number of

months the money

s outstanding, and are secured by crops and livestock.

Virginia farmers have bought many horses during the past two years to make
up for workstock lost and not replaced during the depression. Here, too, production
credit associations are coming in te-finance some purchases.

Virginia credit associations have headquarters at Abingdon, Accomac, Appala-
chia, Chatham, Christiansburg, Farmwille, Richmon. Roanoke, South Hill, Staun-
ton, Strasburg, Warrenton, Waverly and Wtheville.

13 REEDING of game birds s the hob
h Dr. Fred F
Steere, physician and druggist of Clare
mont, Virgima.

His collection of pheasants includes
Croldens, Silvers, Ringnecks, Lady Am
hersts and Reeves,

O these, the most striking is the cock
of the Goldens. With brilliant plumage
of vellow, orange, and bright red. with
rehiet touches of blue black, he is.
a haughty autocrat, golden crowned.

The handsome Silver cock is nearls
all white, with breast and throat of iri

descent blae,
Pioneer Pheasant Breeder

Reeves and Ringnecks are of subdued
colors, but, none-the-less aristocrats. 1l

v oand side-line of

i'lf’{'f'l!

{|lII”- of some ot these measure from 20)
30 inches. In the heavy sleet of
Last winte

O ONVed
sore were tast bound to the
ground by wce and were pulled out in the
trantic ettore ot the hirds to tree them
selves.

Dr. Steere was the first to introduce
i Virginia, the breeding of fancy strains
Ol |l||¢'.‘|~uu|h. He lmu;_:ilt a tew pairs to
pets, As his interest grew, he added to
his collection. In addition to pheasants,
he now hundreds of bob-white
quail and has a few wood ducks.

Silkie hens and Golden Seabright ban
tams are used tor h;ih'hin;: the franl CEgs
and as foster mothers, Modern and arti
ficial methods of incubation and breeding
are also used.

Sells Egygs and Birds

Dr. Steere is a native of Petersbury
Virginia. He was graduated from the
Medical College of Virgima, at Rich
mond, and practiced his protession in that
ity several vears. About 20 vears Ay,
he Il'n';ltl'li i l_1|;||rn|unl,

Not-with-standing frequent calls as a
physician, Dr. Steere spends much time
working with his birds and in packing
and shipping eggs and birds to distant.
and nearby markets.

Faist's

Subdued in color, the Reeves pheas-
ants are never-the-less aristocrats of
the game fow!l world.
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