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N THE history and development of

the sheep industry in Burkes Garden,
the “"Hampshire Throne of Virgima,
various and sundry breeds of sheep were
with varving degrees of
cess,  Fifteen years ago these sheepmen
tound their ideal, the Hampshire, and
settled down to a program of breeding
and selecting that s making its mark by
improving the quality of market lambs
Ihl'ungllnul all the nhl'l'rl territory  of
Virgima as well as in neighboring states.

tricd SUI

No maore titting palace can be found
for King Hampshire than Burkes Gar-
den, by its very formation.
Creologically, it was once a lake com-
pletely surrounded by mountains.  The
Cvarden Mountamn and Rich Mountamn
meet and make a perfect inclosure save
tor one narrow gap which was cut
through by water to etfect the drainage
of the former lake. Wolt Creek car-
ries this water and empties it into New
River, leaving Burkes Garden a well-
drained old lake bed with deep tertile
soil.

reason of

The total ared 1s about 32,000 acres,
located in the castern section of 1 aze-
well County, and forming a part of the
boundary hine between Tazewell and
Bland Counties.

Farnmng practices in this area reduce
erosion to the mmmum and lmint to a
lot of caretul scientific planning.  "1'he
mountainous slopes are cleared approxi-
mately half way to the top and blue-
grass has, without being seeded, tollowed
the clearing to the timber line with a
dense sod.

No Droughts MHere

The band ot timber around the moun-
tain top and sides serves as a natural
reservoir ftor rams n such a way as to
make a severe drought absolutely un-
heard of.

Hampshires in this section were start-
ed by the purchase of 100 young, thritty
Montana breeding ewes by R. M. Law-
son and his sons, So wdeally suited was
this breed, that in six years’ tuime the
Registered Hampshire breeding ewe pop-
ulation had grown to approximately 300,

at which figure it now stands, but with

quality and breeding, through caretul
mating and selection, second to none.

The flock of Lawson & Sons, later
taken over by R. S. Moss and his son,
Joe, 15 the largest in the state, number-
ing usually 185 breeding ewes. Flocks of
Alex Meek, C. J. Moss, and O, L. Da-
vis, are also of outstanding quality, and
all are on a sound breeding and -
provement program. ©here are approxi-
mately 150 purebred ewes owned by
other farmers in the Garden.

These purebred registered Hamp-
shire breeders market their surplus breed-
ng stock as yearlings. Normally they

R. §. Moss, a shepherd of the Lawson
flock, who is also chairman of the V. P. |.
board of directors.

sell 125 rams privately, on orders, and
consigned  to sales i varnous counties
holding purebred ram sales,

These rams sold at prices last vear
averaged around %25, These men have
sent rams to eight breeders consignment
sales i the past two years m counties
throughout the Southwest Virgima sheep
were able to turmish the

highest  priced  ram
sold at each sale.

ternmitonry ;nh|

T hese rams are

gaimng popularnty not

only throughout Vi

gima, but nunwrous

orders go to West

Virgimia, North and

South Carolina, T'en-

nessee, and  other

states. | welve of the

rams  produced  tor

sale 1 Burkes CGiar-

George W. Litton, den were oo d

Tazewell Co. Agt. .nough to be used as

stud rams mn the tlocks ot othe
bred breeders,

Burkes Garden annually  makes
around 1,000 commercial lambs which
are graded at home and shipped to the
Jersey City market by the producers
themselves and sold on the basis of qual
itv. Every lamb shipped in this commu-
mry ul'g;lllir;lliun s sired h_\ a [‘ml‘rhrrd
ram. Lhere are 37 rams used on these
commercial tlocks. All but *wo are pure-
bred Hampshires. Ten ram  are used in
the stud of these purebred 1ocks in ad
dition to the above mentione.. 37, which
are the cream of the Unmited States.

pure-

Caretul attention s ZiIven the selec-
tion of rams to use in these purebred
flocks. Recently these breeders have gone
into a caretul study of the correct type
of sheep and the proper blood lines, and
have sought out the breeders in  the
| ‘'mited States that produce rams suitable
to sire rams that will please the castern
sheepmen by sireing commercial lambs
of the most desirable dressed weights,

Knowing what they needed and arm-
ed with a determination to get it, these
purebred breeders have paid as hagh as
%500 for one stud ram. In the past two
years they have gone to the Ohio State
Fair and made the following purchases:
The First and Second Hampshire yearl-
g winners i 1934; the First and
Fighth vearling Hampshire winners in
1935 ; and also a lamb from the Cham-
pion Pen of Hampshire winners.

Future Objectives Set

No section of Virgima has paid so
much attention to breeding truly great
Hampshires as have these Burkes Gar-
den sheepmen. They are developing two
principal blood lines, namely, “Geold-
mine’s” and “"Hernod's.” Recent years
have seen these men make purchases from
the nation’s flock owners just because
they know what they want and are will-
mg to bend every effort to ger it.

The chief future objectives of these
Burkes Ciarden flock owners are to fur-
ther the Hampshire breed by establish-
ing a type that will be more efficient
mortgage lifters than the long, rangy
type preferred by western breeders, make
a closer study of blood lines and breed-
ing so as to offer the last word in breed-
mg always and to insure purchasers of
honest and courteous treatment in keep-
ing with the spirit of this great Hamp-
shire breed of sheep as it continues to
rule supreme on the “Hampshire Throne
of Virginia.”
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Yearling Hampshire rams on the R. §S. Moss & Son farm. This flock pro-

duces from 60 to 85 good rams each year.

Purebred ewe lambs just after weaning
The lamb in the foreground was

time.

grand
Show.

Here are the 35 best from a flock of 50 purebred ewes as selected with dis-
criminating care by Alex Meek, well-known for his ability at culling.

champion at the Tazewell

Here's a real closeup

Sheep

Ewes and lambs enjoy the shade after
filling up on the luscious bluegrass and
white clover on this Burkes Garden pas-
ture.

of eight massive yearling Hampshire ramas.




