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Russia Returns to Spotlight,
Faces Foes on Two Borders
By Joseph W. La Bine
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Jap fishing fleet
moves April 10 to
forbidden fishing
ground escorted
by battleships.

Tokyo rushes fresh
troops to Russian fron-
tiers, anticipating out-
breaks when fishing

season opens.

RUSSIA VS, JAPAN IN ASIA, ON LAND AND SEA
Fish and an old grudge provide a crisis,

EDITOR'S NOTE. - When opimuons are
eapressed 1n these columns, they are thoge
of the news analyset, and not necessanly
of the pewspaper

International

Since Russia was ijgnored at the
Munich conference last September,
the Soviet has withdrawn to its shell,
apparently content to fight internal
problems and let the rest of the
world fight Adolf Hitler. This ac-
ton was justified. France, Britain,
Italy and Germany ignored Mos-
cow In settling the Sudeten issue:
apparently Russia was not wanted

barking at her vulnerable Asiatic
door.

But necessity sometimes makes
strange bedfellows 'hough Com-
muntsm looks far more like Nazi.
1Ism than Democracy, Russian-Ger-
man interests clash on two vital
points: (1) Hitler wants the Russian

fertile land which now gives Russia
most of its oll, wheat., meat and
mineral; (2) Germany's ally in the
vengeful anti-Communist pact is Ja-
pan, and Japan i1s Russia's most an-
cient and bitter enemy

Hence Russia has emerged on the
international front once more as a
direct aftermath of Germany's
Czechoslovakian  seizure, Huge,
mysterious, of unknown strength,
the blundering nation whose army
collapsed amidst its last European
venture during the World war, finds

CAROL AND GEORGE

Britain's foresight was shori.

itsell threatened simultaneously on
both east and west:

West, Czechoslovakia's fall brought
Hitler part way to the Ukraine but
alien soll still stood as a barrier, To
cross the Russian frontier German
troops must pass through either Ru-
mania or Poland, The latter na-
tion's hostility to the Reich has in
creased since Prague's collapse be-
cause Warsaw had good reason to
fear Germany might annex the Free
City of Dansig and close the corridor
whieh is Poland's only outlet to the
Baltie or any other sea. Moreover,
agitation for German annexation of
Lithuania's seaboard town of Me.
mel, and for possible creation of a
protectorate over Lithuania itself,
would leave Poland surrounded on
three sides by Germany and her
satellites.

Discarding Poland as a path to the
Ukraine, Hitler has turned to Ru-
mania which not only offers a corri-
dor to Russia but many choige spoils
besides. The groundwork for this
coup was lald last November after
King Carol, fearing Naziism, made
0 duguto bargaining trip to Lon-
don search of British-French
trade support, Though wined and
dined by King George (see photo)
and other personages of British roy-
alty: who & few years ago had ig-
nored him as a scapegrace, the Ru-
manian king found London unwilling
to ball. Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain was too busy appeasing
Dictators Hitler and Mussolini to
pisk upsetting Europe's diplomatic
applecart with a trade agreement
tt would discriminate against the

¢h.
én route home Carol signed an

'

economic accord at Berlin, accept-

| Ing for safety’'s sake a Nazi over-

' lordship he disliked.

This was not

' placed Into effect until the Czech

| gcoup,

Carol found German
troops pounding on his door. Today
Berlin controls more than half of
Rumania's exports (wheat and oil)
and imports (manufactured goods).
Once in Bucharest, it is but a short
hop to either the Ukraine or such
Balkan states as Bulgaria and Yugo
Slavia, where the Master of Central
Europe has already made his
strength felt

Though at first happy that Ger.

when

. ' man penetration was going eastward
in Europe, and anyway Japan was

instead of into Belgium or France,
Europe’'s democracies have at last
realized their error. A month ago
Germany was strong militarily but
impotent economically, devoid of
foreign exchange and short of food
Today, with Czechoslovakia's big
gold reserve, with Rumanian wheat

\ | and oil, the Reich i3 strong in all
Ukraine, a vast expanse of vich and | = -

ways, a far greater threat than the
empire of 1914,

For Russia, todav's situation is
more dangerous than last autumn's
With Poland nipped out, the Reich
would control the Soviet's entirve
western frontier, gradually eating
into the borderlands by undercover
penetration. It was not unexpected,
therefore, that Russia should follow
Britain and France in protesting the
Czech grab, becoming even more
alarmed over Rumania's economic
collapse. Since the U. 8. has also
protested by diplomatie note and im
position of an additional 25 per cent
tarift on German imports, the red
bearded Soviet finds itself no longer
isolated but drawn into virtual dip
lomatie comradeship with the three
nations whose democratic political
philosophies arve farthest removed
from I8 own

East, Russo-Jap conflict dates in
modern history to the war which
ended with the treaty of Portsmouth
in 1903, Since then ambitious Japan
has jumped to the Asiatic mainland
and penetrated Manchukuo and
Mongolia, both which front on
Russian Siberia. For at least six
years this clash of interests has oc-
casioned spasmodic border tussles.
most of which went unreported until
last summer's Chankufeng hill inci
dent. The simple fact is that slow-
moving, stubborn Russians always
were and always will be at odds
with Japan's attitude of self
righteousness. Asia is not big enough
for both.

Last December 31 the fishing
rights Japan has enjoyed in Siberian
waters since 1903 expired. Russia
refused to renew them and Tokyo
now plans to send its huge floating
canneries into Russian waters dur-
Ing early Apwnil, protected by war-
ships. As the crisis approaches, both
governments are rushing troops to
the Siberian-Manchukuoan frontier
where most Oriental observers con-
fidently predict a war must eventu-
ally break out.

Nignifieance. European and Asiatic
erises are related, insofar as (1) Ja-
pan and Germany have a virtual
military alliance, and (2) Russia is
involved in both disputes. Moreover,
Jap aggression the past year has fol-
lowed amazingly close behind Euro-
pean dictator coups, as when Can-
ton was captured after Munich, and
Hainan island was occupied after
Barcelona fell, Thus Jap-ltalo-Ger-
man parallel action has al
ready been evidenced, With huge
Russia emerging as the unexpected

of

fdocal point, today's tense situation

encircles the world, Involving more

nations than any period since the
World war's heyday,

Miscellany

A new, sub-low priced
will be introduced on the
market this summer,

® The tomb of Pharach Psou Sen
Nef, Egyptian ruler of about 950 B,
C., has been discovered by Prof.
zi-ru Montet of Strasbourg univer-
Ly.
® The U, B. army has asked con-
gresa to forbid West Point gradus
ates from marrying during the first
three years of active service, |
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Time was when last year's price
had little effect on this year's crop,
Since AAA, however, American
farmers have realized the folly of
heaping insult on injury by adding
new surpluses to already swollen
granaries. Lack of export market
and heavy production last year sent
U. 8. farm surpluses to a new high.
The expected result, now verified by
the department of agriculture’s crop

~State Department Voices Disgust of American People at |
Hitler’s Dastardly Actions; Our National Resources

reporting board, will be a general |

cut in this season’s production of
most products.

Most outstanding fact of the sur-
vey 18 that grain farmers will slash

17T per cent from their spring wheat |

planting, vet total 1939 wheat acre-
age 18 expected to exceed the AAA's
announced goal by nearly 11,000,000
bushels. Total winter and spring
wheat prospects are for 65,678,000
acres.

Official explanation for the decline:
(1) efforts to conform with the soil
conservation program; (2) reaction
ments to changing feed require.
to last year's decline; (3) adjust
ments, necessitated by last vear's
surpluses.

Estimated 1939 crop acreages (000

omitted):

Indicated
1938 193
93,2567 92,062
23.515 19.508
3856 3.545

@ 15,960

15, 393
13.218
2.023
1,006

Average
1929-'38
101,714
22,393
3,668
18,726
cee D412
12,654
2,503
925

83,389
3,361

Corn, all .. ™

Al spring wheat .
Durum
Uther spring

Qats

Barley

Flaxseed

Rice .4

Grain sorghums,
all

Potatoes . |

Sweet potatoes and
yvams ...

Tobacco

Beans, dry edible .

Soybeans

LCowpeas

Peanuts

Tame hay

9.719
3.078
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1,895
1. 127
1.801
3,028
2,319

57.231

860
1,075
1,951
4718
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Last vear Mexico's President La.-
zaro Cardenas chased U. S and
British oil companies out of the
country and seized their properties.
A big enough problem in itself, ex.
propriation loomed still more im
portant in the light of U. S. efforts
to solidify the Americas against for.
eign economic intervention, Mean.
while Mexico made hay by selling
its ill-gotten oil to Germany while
Pan-American nerves neared the
breaking point

Like other American nations
which have tried barter trade agree
ments with the Reich, Mexico soon
discovered she was unable to use
the manufactured items Germany
offered in lieu of cash. Seizing the
opportunity, victimized oil compa
nies sent Donald Richberg, attorney
and former “brain truster’”’ to make
peace with Senor Cardenas

Richberg terms: Control of the

properties should be returned to the |

companies long enough for them tp
break even on all past and present
imvestments. Then the

| would revert to Mexico.

Cardenas terms: Co-operative
Mexican-company operation of the
oil properties, with U. 8. and British
fAirms to invest new cash for their
development, But Mexico would
maintain complete control over the
industry

After two weeks of consultation
brought no solution, Mr. Richberg
returned home, promising to come
back late in April. Hardly had he
left, however, before President Can
denas announced his own final
terms before 40,000 cheering work:
ers Mexico will keep the wells,
paying indemnification with oll tak
en from them,

People

Appointed, to the U. 8 Supreme
court post vacated by Louis D,
Hrandels, Securities and Exchange
Commissioner Willlam O. Douglas,
easterner whose western back:
ground balances the court geograph
ically,
® Declined, by Dr. Arthur Complon,
Nobel prize-winning physicist, presi
dency of Ohio State University.

Headliners

COL. VLADIMAR §. HURBAN

Though a Slovak, and although
Hitler has made Slovaks inde-
pendent of Czechs, Col. Hurban
has 80 much dislike for Germany
and Hungary, and
80 much pride in
the late Crzecho-
slovak nation,
that he refused to
surrender the
Czech legation in
Washington to the
Gierman ambas
sador, Born  iIn
the Carpathian
mountains, h e
knew Magyar op
pression as a
child, Becoming
a soldier, he went to Russia 30
years ago to accept a professor-
ship in the czar's war college.
When the World war broke out
he and 70,000 other Czechs joined
the Russian army. During the
revolution these Czechs made
their historiec movement to Viadi-
vostok, where the group collected
funds to send Hurban to Washing-
ton., There he joined Dr. Thomas
Masaryk in founding the Czech
nation, After the government
was established he returned to
Washington as Czech military at-
tache, later going to Egypt as
charge d'affaires, to Sweden as
minister, and in 1036 back to
Washington as minister. His
greatest accomplishment here
was consummation of the Czech-
U, 8. trade treaty last year, now
abrogated under Hitler's "'protec-
torate" regime,

Col. Viadimar
N. Hurban

property

Bruckart’s Washington ﬂﬂt
Otficial Washington Is Watchin
Events in Europe With Uneasy Eye

Of War Materials Should Be Developed.
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By WILLIAM BRUCKART
WNU Service, National Press Bldg., Washington, D. (.,

WASHINGTON. — Obviously,
clal Washington, as indeed the whole
world, has been watching what has
been going on in Europe in the last
few weeks. They have been watch
Ing with more uneasiness. more gen
uine fear, how Hitler has been ex-
panding the Reich, seizing, crush
Ing, stealing, new territory, subju-
gating new peoples, as his insane
ambition leads him on and on. Those
charged with official responsibility
have watched because there can be
no mistake about the dangers in
herent in this wild remaking of the
map of the world.

Our government has had the cour-.

age 1o speak out, through its depart
ment of state. It has said the Hitle:
action In overpowering the peoples
of Europe, the minority races,
a dastardly thing. There was noth
Ing else that could be done about it
Secretary Hull and Under Secretary
Welles, of the department of state.
have left no doubt in the minds of
other nations, however, that we. as
a people, are angry about what Hif
ler has done. But again: we can do
nothing more than protest, because
the United States has no business
going to war over some other na
tion's troubles.

But while our state department
has been getting on record with its
disgust, and there has been a great
to-do about strengthening our na
tional defense just in case trouble
would break out and invelve us
Washington bureaucrats and some
selfish elements in
been foiling correction of our great
est weakness,
has used his most patriotic voice to
force action by congress in develop
ment of airplanes for defense.
construction of new battle boats and
has moved strongly for production
of equipment, guns, and the like

Strategic War Materials
I'hat Must Be Developed

But with all of this hullabaloo, we
have not heard nor seen any plans
tor development of our national de
posits of raw materials which are
used m the stock pile of war re
sources. It might not be so impor
tant were it not a fact that a score
or more of these materials have to
be imported. 1 regret the necessity
for being so bold, but it is proper
to say that our war and navy de
partments have advanced not a sin
glé program, or even a thought, as
10 how this nation could gain cer-
tain raw materials it we were to be
mvolved in a war that would cut off
unportation of them.

The war department has prepared
A list of some of these “‘strategic
war materials’”’ and it has listed
some of the most important, such
nickel, tin, manganese, rubber,
ete, That is as far as it has gone

It 18 true, and the swivel chair
officers will stress the fact, that con
gress passed a law a few vears back
that was designed to encourage
\merican production of these essen-
It was called, popularly, the
buy-American act. It even went so
tar as to afford authority for pay
ment of premiums, up to 25 per
cent above forelgn gquotations, in o1
der that American capital would go
(0 work here on those essentials
tHut has anything resulted from it?
the records answer, no.

A congressional committee also
lately has answered ‘‘no'' by draft
g another bill to encourage pro-
duction in the United States of these
war essentials. The house commit-
tee on military affairs has reported
a bill which Chairman May hopes
will do the work, but even Chairman
May 18 doubtful of its success. He
18 doubtful because, as he said, when
the bureaucrats in the executive
branch of the government de not
want to encourage domestic produc-
tion, they simply sit in their ehairs
and swing their feet back and forth.

Oficials Unwilling to
Learn From Other Nations

Those fellows In the executive de-
partments apparently are unwilling

ns

Lials

1o learn from other nations either.

'l came into possession of a dogu-

ment, for example, that made a con-
fidential report to the national emer-
gency council more than a year ago.
[t told that the Hritish government
had stored in warehouses enough
nickel and tin for a three years

- supply to be used by industries man.

Cufacturing war materials,

This was

- done by the British government, not-

withstanding the fact that London is
the seat of the great International
Nickel corporation which owns the
largest nickel mines in the weorld
and does 88 per cent of the world's
trade in nickel, The British thought
It was wise to have the essential ma-
terial available, when and if needed,
and it had that conviction even with
the largest nickel mine known now
located on British territory at Suds-
worth, Ontario, Canada,

Further, according to that report,
the British were unwilling to leave
the main nickel refinery on United
Hlates soll, It was moved to a Ca-
nadian irut where, according to
he report, it would be *“out of dis-
tance Of any lgng range guns,'' The

ofh | British

Ccongress have |

President Roosevelt |

\ 1O

royal commission which
made the study added that while |
they and the United States are

riendly and none can see any rea

son for that friendship ever to be
disturbed, ““‘no man can forecast the
future.”

"T'he shortage of nickel,” said the |
report, “might be a weakness suf. |
ficient to determine the issue of a
war."

I discussed this guestion of war
essentials with various members of
the house—Representative Murdock

| Of Arizona, Representative Francis

Case of South Dakota. Representa-

| tive Scrugham of Nevada. among

others. To a man they said that the
will of congress was being thwarted
Dy bureaucrats who are unwilling to
encourage American industry. Mr.
Scrugham, for instance, a former
governor of his state and a mining
man, told how the bureau of mines
had reported there was no worth-
while nickel deposits in Alaska. The
Same agency has found no reason
10 encourage American capital to

| develop manganese deposits in the

United States. Mr. Case has been
trying to get congressional action on
measures 10 get some use of the
metal deposits of South Dakota. but
always selfish corporate interests.
seeing no further ahead than the
point of their red noses, have stalled
the programs

Pleads for Money to
Develop Mineral Resources

Mr. Murdock, also a mining man,
made a plea on the floor of the
house the other day for congress to
provide some money enabling real
istic procedure with respect to
our unknown and undeveloped metal
resources—so that we would know
in case of war, if for no other rea
sOn

‘Since my school boy davs.
said Mr. Murdock in house debate.

I have been told that Alaska is a
treasure house of natural wealth and
economie resources. 1 believe we
have been and are overlooking that
tact in our dealing with that far off
corner of our country. 1 feel that we
ought to develop those resources:
we ought % know more about
them. "

Mr. Murdock's statement causes
me 0 ask the guestion: since it is
our national pi.-liu.’,‘r' (&t present, at
least) to spend billions of dollars
under the guise of making work why
not designate some few of the mil
lions for worthwhile national devel
opment?

Heference was made the other day

testimony given two vears Ag0
the senate [;Hl.tlla.'t* cominit
tee. 1 looked it up and found that
the late Francis P. Garvan., then
president of the chemical founda
tion, had caused an investigation to
be made of Alaskan metal re
sources. The report brought in by
A& Wisconsin university professor,
who did the searching and Lllﬂ;lug
on the ground, makes one wonder
what undercurrent of influence has
it vented the Lit"lrtk'l.'llit'lil of metal
elaims, such as nickel and tin, up
there. Very few of the national leg
Islators Knew of the h‘.‘btlllhilﬂ'

belore

Buyving for Reserves Would
Start Brand New Industries

[0 my conversations among Rocky
Mountain eongressmen, 1 could not
avoid the conclusion that capital
funds held in the United States will
not be put 10 work on such things
without some encouragement from
officials In Washington, 1 know that
sOme representatives and senators
are of the opinion that the federal
government ought to effer to buy
these war essentials here and disre-
gard forelgn sources. They believe
that a commitment to buy for re-
serves, If made by the federal gov-
ernment, whuld start brand new in
dustries going In many, many parts
of the United States. All of the while,
however, we have the bureau of
mines and the war department sit-
ting back and making it hard for
Americans to develop America.

This whole situation would be hard-
ly worth analyzing were it not for
the facts: 1. The federal government |
I8 spending billlons for defense,
along with other billions that are |
being wasted, and, 2. It is a measure
of safety to have all, or as much |
as possible, of the things we would
need, in event of war, where they
can be handled by Americans for
Americans, And it 1s more impaor-
tant, 100, because numerous reports
have reached Washington in the
last year to the effect that German,
or Helgian or British capitalists
have been making overtures to hold-

ers of American mining claims for
operaling leases on properties that
yield such things as essential war
metals. It 18 my belief that sooner
or later congress will learn that the
bureaucracy, which it ereated, has
wasted too mueh time; it will learn
that foreigners own all of the metal
resources here—and we will be buy-
ing back the finished material at
the prices foreign monopoly cares
to establish-—just as we are now buy-
ing nickel,

¢ Western Newspaper Unlon,
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Gardeners

Plant Seeds Carefully

\__ "HEN vegetable and flower

seeds purchased from repu-
table firms do not germinate as
they should, it is safe to assume
that conditions are not favorable
tor growth, or that seeds were not
planted properly.

Therefore, it is of greatest im-
portance to plant seeds according
to directions on the packets. Ex-
tremely small seeds must be cov-
ered only lightly with soil, accord-
Ing to Harold N. Coulter, vegeta-
ble expert

The will to grow is strong in
seeds, but they have their limita-
tions. To plant a tiny seed. like
the petunia, under an inch of soil
18 like burying a man under a 2
story building and asking him to
push it away.

Heavier, lax ger seeds, of COUrse,
may be planted deepe: Heans
and cucumbers may be covered
with three-quarters of an inch to
a full inch of soil. Peas and corn
sprout vigorously and mayv be
planted from an inch to an inch

one-half deep
successful home garden
actually cover peas and corn
with an extra half-inch of soil aff
er they begin to push through
This protects them from birds.
and also helps keep weeds down.

Uncle POhil (e
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The Other Sounds Highbrow

“Earning one’'s bread by the
sweat of one's face’ may not
sound so poetic, but we believe it
1S Correct

Looking back, how many
“new eras” came up to the ex-
pectations of those who an
nounced them?

What Caesarism Does

Nero was a kind of imbecile
What was to be gained by perse
Christians? But then
m the Caesars were lacking
i ludgment
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put of 100
an intellgence test
wouldn 't x!»"”if‘h us for
Licular kind of a job.,
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Plant for a CROP

not for a sample !

]

DATED SEEDS

Now you can distinguish between seeds
In their prime and seeds that may be
oo old to o duce a hrest-cl
l'!‘.‘llfh""ll... Iiulii sls Tox hlili.l[i'
and permination ¢4 h year belore be Likgd
packeted. THEN EACH PACKET 1S DATED,
1hl5 ti.ﬂl*- 13 youl assuranye Ui live ..ll.h.l
VIGOrous seedls

A2

crop !
* n !1 | = .

He sure your seed packets are marked
“Packed far Season 1939." Select them
ilulu Ihl' convenient l't ll'h'.h h'l"'i.u"‘:'l L“i
play at your dealer's. Popular favorites

many at 5 and new luu..uimtinuu.
ALL TESTED AND DATERD FOR 1939,

Send tor Ferry's Home
Garden Catalog, Ferry-
‘l.l[-.r.'- ﬁttl*ki FU., Sﬁﬂ"
rrowers, Detroit and
San Francisco,

FERRY'S

MEEDS

USE FERRY'S NEW IDEA GARDEN SPRAY-
ECONOMIGAL, NON POISONOUS, NON STAINING

RO,
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Another's Plhight
l hHli o shives tuhl u.#ilt}ildlllt'il,
until 1 saw a had no
feetl.—Arabian

OUT OF SORTS?

ans Dus to S owele

1) nalihmh all laxadl
M{ e, jusg sy rm
l:) tabie lazative
.- ¥} - grough., re-
vigorati '
ﬂ{ ¥ I:‘:'u.l HI‘J

rellel from
“ili:i:ﬁ?:w ﬁnt of NR froam
bond

man wno

‘roverb

leellug when
our
[ st ke the L;tﬂ
i nos red e Box o ws We
refund purenase

Eﬂ'ﬁt 1's ¥ l;.

Whether you're planaing a plﬂ&
of remodeling a room you shoul
Jollow 1he adversssements . . 10 lear
what's new ... and cheaper...an
betier. And the place 1o fiad out
about aew things is sight here 1
;h'l new 1EIF¢L lis columas are
1 with 1 A0E messafes
which you should read regularly.




