WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Edward C. Wayne

Reports of Hess Flight to England
Fill News Columns and Radio Lanes;

Convoys Plus Strikes Plus Priorities

Equal Headaches in Defense Program

(EDITOR'S NOTE—When opinions are expressed In these columns, Iil{
are those of the news analyst and net necessarily of this newspaper

(Released by Western Newspaper Union.)

BOMBSHELL:

Human Variety

The Rudolf Hess incident was the
dropping of a bombshell into the
moors of Scotland which went up
with a louder explosion than any of
the tons of TNT that Hitler's aviators
had vet sent across the channel,

Imaginations ran riot—the house
of commonsg was in a dither—-more
than 20 basic theories were ad-
vanced to explain why Hess fled
Germany in an airplane and
dropped to earth in a parachute,
and with the interweaving and vari-
ations of these, one had several
thousand stories to choose from.

To list the British theories and
those of neutrals would be futile be-
cause they were not only limited by
the imaginations of their creators.
To list the German explanations
also would be futile because they
obviously were the propagandic out-
bursts of a government whose nose
was temporarily out of joint.

Outside of this, all was specula-
tion, all was guesswork, but the
guessers, most of them being paid at
g0 much a word, let themselves go
and endless columns were printed.

Yet the story was not being “‘over-
played''-—most thinking newspaper
men being at a loss for earlier com-
parisons in journalistic history,
which, one must recall, doesn't go
far back when history is considered.

But outside of the type of story
that history presented in the Middle
Ages and during the days of Caesar
and Hannibal, and Anthony and
Cleopatra, and Cassius and Brutus,
and Helen of Troy, Hess’ flight was
unique.

Most newspaper commentators
were willing to call it the biggest
story in centuries and let it go at
that. They wagged their heads and
said, ‘“What if Cordell Hull were to
fly to Germany, or what if it had
been the other way over the chan-
nel and Anthony Eden had made
the trip?"”

This was enough to settle the point
as to the magnitude of the news to
their own satisfaction, anyway.

Basic explanation of the Hess in-
cident, on the standpoint of logic,

RUDOLF HESS
‘A louder explosion than bombs.'

brought personal considerations and
personal safety to the fore. It was
pointed out:

a. Hess had evidently wanted to
escape Germany for some reason
for he was practically under a de-
tainment sentence by Hitler's hav-
ing grounded him.

b. If his reason for escape was
sound, then to pick out a spot where
be would be utterly safe from retri-
bution, England was the one and
only spot in the world.

¢. If personal safety was his mo-
tive, then an inescapable parallel
was that something must have been
wrong with the unity of the Nazi
party of which he was No. 3 fuehrer.

This was enough explanation for
British serenity over the incident,
also for German perturbation. It
was significant that most German
dispatches covered these three
points

Point No. 1 was covered when
Hitler announced Hess was crazy
and had been detained for his own
safety. No. 2, that he should select
England, Germans explained by say-
ing that the nature' of his insanity
was that he believed that he, single-
handed, could bring about peace.
Point Nn. 3 was hmdled by a
straight-out denial that anything
was wrong ‘with the Nazi party.
Hess was a “good Nazi but ¢razy.”

‘Painted Toenails’

Whether crazy or not, when they
took off his shoe and sock to attend
to his fractured ankle, he was found
to have painted toenails, hardly the
American idea for hard-boiled Nazi
leader’s personal decorations.

one who ever had any con-
tact with Hess told his paragraph
or two, from the palmist who said
he was ‘“‘superstitious’’ to the news-
paper commentator who took five
minutes ‘“‘coast to coast” to tell how
he had seen Hess go skiing two

years ago.

| PRIORITIES:

And OPM

A new difficulty in the U, S. han-
dling of defense work loomed when
William S. Knudsen, motor official
and head of OPM, seemed to take
as a personal issue the question of
taking priorities out of his hands
and giving them to a special organi-
zation answerable only to the army
and navy chiefs.

Kpudsen was quoted as saying
that he would quit if the plan went
through.

Thus the question of priorities lift-
ed 1ts head as a vital defense issue,
further complicating the picture

Priorities were becoming a very
real issue in business, also, many
manufacturers finding that this one
question might easily keep them
from success or failure in carrying
out contracts. The right to a prior-
ity of delivery of machine tools
might alone answer an entire ques-
tion of manufacture.

Knudsen took the attitude that
if the work of production panage-

WILLIAM S, KNUDSEN

He forced an issue.

ment was his, that to remove from
his hands a vital tool like the right
to decide questions of priorities,
would be to make his task impos-
sible, and to rob him of his prime
prerogative,

It seemed likely that unless this
question was ironed out swiftly to
the liking of the Danish-born pro-
duction expert, the government
might be looking for a new man.

STRIKES:
Up-Grade Again

The labor trouble tempo in the
United States defense industry was
on the upward curve again, with a
$30,000,000 order for Browning ma-
chine guns held up at the Colt fac-
tory at Hartford, Conn., and other
old labor difficulties threatening to
break out anew, including the coal
sirike.

Always rearing its head was the
threatened General Motors strike,
which would, if it occurred, affect
millions of dollars in defense work
and about 160,000 employees, and
John L. Lewis said that if the coal
contract with southern operators
was not forthcoming soon, he would
call the 400,000 coal miners out
again,

This brought the strike news back
onto the front pages with a bang,

and Representative Thomas of New |

Jersey, a Republican, called for a
roundup of Communists in labor
groups, and to order them all arrest-
ed on treason charges. This was
ftl.ae most drastic step suggested thus

r.

SHIPS:
Britain Bound

President Roosevelt assured the
nation that the administration’'s ob-
jective of 2,000,000 tons of merchant
shipping for Britain would be real-
ized by mid-June.

This assurance carried with it the
important promise that the bill per-
mitting the President to take s-
session of foreign vessels idle in
American ports was in the category
of “‘sure things."”

The senate and house engaged in
a desultory effort to write into the
bill amendments chief among which
was the ‘Tobey amendment forbid-
ding the use of convoys.

The whole convoy issue, as indeed
all other news of ithe war on this
side of the water took a back seat
during the news ascendancy of Ru-
dolf Hess, but the issue was there,
ready to rip itself out into the open
at an appropriate moment, and to
become the central point of a whole
congressional debate on the Presi-
dent’'s general foreign policy.

The 2,000,000 tons of ships for Brit-
ain within a month came as the
Nazis were claiming 10,000,000 tons
of British ships sunk by U-boats
since the start of the war, and with
the British, while admitting losses
of at least half that amount, gen-

erally showing the pinch sharply.

Further drastic reductions in the
meat ration (and little is as dear
to the Britisher as his beloved beef
and mutton) were announced and
the general trend of commons de-
bate indicated that Britain was feel-

ing the ship pinch tremendously
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Gold Star Mother

When American Gold Star
Mothers conducted their annual
ceremonies in Glendale, Califor-
nia, Mrs. Anna Barnbrock, 94,
oldest of the group in the nation,
participated in the ceremonies.
Mrs. Barnbrock is pictured stand-
ing before the marble statuary,
“A Compassionate Mother,
which was unveiled.

DRAFT:
Bars Lifted

Of extreme import was the deci-
sion of congress to lift all bans to
the size of the army or to the ques-
tion of selective service for any pur-
pose for which it might be used iIn
the national defense.

Also vital was the decision imme-
diately to classify the 10,000,000
young men still unclassified in the
first call, and to set up the second
call for an early date, probably in
July.

Two things were highly likely as
a result—that the draft would be
used to call men of a younger age
than before, and that it would also
be used to hunt out ““missing links"’
among the skilled trades for use In
defense industry.

The first eventuality naturally
would follow the report of army
chiefs after a few months' experi-
ence with draftees that the younger
men were far more adaptable than
the older, and could take their train-
ing quicker and better.

The second resulted from the
realization that many men in the
uniform would be much more pro-
ductive to defense in shipyards or
munitions plants and that the classi-
fication lists, if turned over to de-
fense production men might result
in discovery of these facts before
the uniform was donned.

The lifting of any ban on the size
of the army tended to indicate that
there was justification for the grow-
ing belief that the end of a calendar
year would not very likely mean
the end of a man’s military service,
under present conditions.

VICHY:
A New Role

More and more it was becoming
apparent that newest German prop-
aganda was to convince the world,
especially the United States, of one
fact—that the war was over and
Germany was about to undertake
the difficult task of reconstruction.

In effect the story to (as one Ger-
man writer put it) “‘poor daddy
Roosevelt’”” was this:

““All British have been chased
from the European continent except
at Gibraltar.

“Thus Germany’s prime objective
has been achieved. We shall now

try to cement these 300,000,000 peo- |

ple into one force, working for Ger-
many.

““With this force we shall confront
the
Britain."

First move in the ‘“war is now over
game’' was to lighten, somewhat,
the armistice terms for France—
and to ask deeper collaboration.

This, according to dispatches,
Vichy accepted unanimously.

The German plan called for the
return of some prisoners of war,
the raising of the line between oc-
cupied and unoccupied France, and
a list of demands on the French for
co-operation which might never be
made public.

many, in order to get and hold the
Mediterranean, would give almost
any concession to beaten France to

grab the French fleet, but this did |

not appear on the surface as a
condition.

Why a Change?

What did change Vichy's role in

the world? Up to that moment the |

world had pictured Vichy and un-
occupied France as a saddened,

hungry nation, bled white by the

Nazis, and hoping against hope for | gram is only about 3 per cent of

. the U. S.
- was $12,000,000,000.

the day when a British victory
would return the country to peace,
prosperity and freedom.

Now the world had to picture a

France which had further surren- |
dered, which was sending Darlan to |
repeated close and secret confer- |

ences with a “high Nazi authority,”
and which was prepared to tell the
United States, in effect, just what
the Germans were claiming:

““The war is over, Europe now is
dominated by Germany, and France
is going to collaborate politically
and socially, to see what she can
gain for herself in the reorganiza-
tion of Europe. If you go into the
war on the side of Britain you are
against, not for us.”

United States and defeated

. other words,

| providing war risk

' in the U. S. A.
- wish.

. many.

- United States.
" French

| British

Washington, D, C.

SHIP PREMIUMS TO JAPAN

It is hard to believe, but the gov-
ernment of the United States actual-
ly is paying war risk insurance to
the Japanese for helping to insure
the S.5. America, pride of the U, 5.
merchant marine.

This is just part of the revelations
over re-insurance which are break-
ing this week at the justice depart-
ment. These probes also show that
when a vessel is injured, Axis in-
surance companies get all the data
regarding its cargo, time of depar-
ture, destination, and the interior
plan of the ship.

Thus, despite all the censorship of
Secretary of the Navy Knox, Ger-
many has had an easy means of
knowing all about every ship that
leaves the United States.

This is accomplished when Amer-
ican insurance companies, because
of the heavy risk involved in insur-
ing a cargo in wartime, reinsure
with various foreign companies. In
they sell part of the |
policy abroad, thus distribute the
risk. That is how Japan makes a
lush profit on insuring American
vessels, even vessels owned by the
U. S. A.

Last year congress passed a law
insurance for
U. S. shipping, but the maritime
commission, for reasons best known
to itself, has declined to take ad-
vantage of the law. Commission
members state quite frankly that
they wanted to throw the business to

.~ private insurance concerns—as long

as private insurance was available.
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" DEBATE FREEZING AXIS FUNDS

One of the most vigorous inner

. cabinet debates in a long time con-
. cerned
. German-Italian furnids on deposit in
| the United States.
. cussion, Secretary of State Hull and
- oecretary of Commerce Jesse Jones
were the only cabinet members who |
. stood out for letting the two Axis |

powers continue to spend money as | answer, “How can anybody get hurt

the question of freezing

In a heated dis-

they wished in this country.

Many people may not realize it,
but whereas the government
frozen the funds of all the conquered
nations — France, Norway, Den-
mark, Belgium, Holland, Greece,
etc.—it continues to permit the con-
quering nations to use their money
In any manner they

For instance, Germany gets more
than a million dellars monthly from

' the lease of patents to American
| companies.

' lcan dollars and can be spent for

This 1s paid in Amer-

anti-American propaganda or any-
thing else, or shipped back to Ger-
Italian diplomatic attaches,

for instance, were found carrying

- $2,000,000 In U, S. currency in a
~ suitcase from New Orleans to Mex-

iIco for propaganda purposes. An-

- other $2,000,000 of U. S, currency

.~ was shipped to Buenos Aires by the
~ Italian embassy.

Meanwhile, France, for example,
no longer sells perfume, etc., to
the United States, but sells to Ger-
many, which in turn ships the per-
fume through Vladivostok to the
Reason is
funds are frozen, so the
French can get no money from the
U. S. A. But German funds are not
frozen, so French trade to the
United States now
profits and helps build up trade

channels for the future.
- L ] L]

STREAMLINED FOODS

Because of the acute shlpplng
shortage, food items for lhlpment
to Britain are being selected for high

. vitamin and calorie content, also for

minimum bulk and weight,

In general, preference will be giv-
en to concentrated and dried foods,
rather than bulky canned goods
such as fruits, which contain a con-
siderable amount of water. Toma-

- toes are an exception because the

juice they are packed in is high
in vitamins.

One item urgently desired by the
IS dehydrated vegetable
soup,
700,000 bowls.

A plan i1s under consideration to

. transport some of this concentrated

Most observers believed that Ger- | food in the big bombers being fer-

ried across the Atlantic, which can
easily carry a 12-ton load.

The $400,000,000 that has been al-
located for the food-aid program will
be used to buy 15,000,000 cases of

. canned tomatoes, 20,000,000 cases of

evaporated milk, 50,000,000 pounds
of lard, 250,000,000 pounds of cheese,
several million pounds of Wilshire
cured ham, millions of powdered
eggs, and thousands of tons of de-
hydrated vegetable soup, dried rai-
sins and prunes.

While gigantic in itself, the pro-

food bill, which in 1940

MERRY-GO-ROUND

The Nelson Rockefeller committee
for cultural relations with South
America wasn't at all keen about
the Douglas Fairbanks good-will pil-
grimage. They resented Franklin
Roosevelt Jr., close friend of Fair-
banks, putting this one over with
his father while they weren't look-
Ing.

Mayor LaGuardia declined with
thanks FDR'’s request that he head
the new Civil Defense Commis-
sion, indicating to the Boss that he
wants a cabinet job or nothing.

| Pnp SAyS,

has |

1 ' | cept for one thing.
increases Nazi |

12 tons of which will make |

| quick competitive brain.
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OR the best alllaround athlete |

this nation has produced we'll
still string with Jim Thorpe. This
angle came back to us as we ran
into the Big Indian a few days ago,
just after he had finished a series of
lectures to kids around the country
on the matter of competition and
physical development.

“I'm still all for the Indians,"”
gsaid, “‘but I'm

Jim

dian,

Irish and one-eighth

French, if you want

to go iInto details.

Maybe that just

makes me anAmer-
ican airedale.”

. Over 30 years have

%" passed by since Pop

Warner saw a skin-

ny vyountg
playing games

Grantland Rice around Carlisle,
“At that time,”
“1 never figured him for
any coming star. He was a kid who
weighed around 140 pounds. They

told me he was fast, but he looked '

too thin."
How Good Was Thorpe?

As a starter, Jim Thorpe was the |
player 1 |

best all-around football

ever saw,

1. He was one of the best of all |

the running backs.

2. He was one of the best of all |

the kickers—punting, place-kicking,
and drop-kicking.

3. He was a high-class blocker.

4. He was a fine forward passer
for those early days and a good pass
receiver.

9. He was a terrific defensive
man-—tackling in the open or back-
Ing up a line,

6. He was the most durable of
the entire lot.

As I recall it, Jim never took out |
' A second’s time in many years. |

once asked him if he had ever been
hurt in a game., 1 still recall his

playing football?”

Track and Field

Big Jim won the decathlon,

all-around championship in track

- and field, back in the 1912 Olympies.

He was a high jumper, a broad
jumper, a sprinter, a weight man-—
anything you might ask for.
don’t believe he trained 10 hours for

the big show-—and they took away |
because he had |
played a game or two of semi-pro |

all his medals,

baseball.
This was completely unjust,

professional. At that time he was
not even listed as a pro ball player.

On the boat taking the team to |

Sweden., Thorpe was seen one night
sitting and looking along the deck.

Someone asked him what he was

thinking about.

“I'm just measuring the broad

jump,”” he said. *““This is my train-
ing for that event, 1 figure I can do
23 feet, B inches.”
Which is just about what he did.
Thorpe as a ball player was at

' least good enough to crash into the
that |

big leagues with the New York

- (ilants.

“This fellow would be a great ball
player,”” MeGraw once told me, “‘ex-
He can’t learn
to hit a curve ball., And that's
something no one can teach an

' other.”

/ AH Around Stars

There have been others who could

do more things well than Thorpe |

could do—or ever had the chance to
do. But not on the big time.

For example, Harry Fisher of
Williams was a star in at least eight
sports—f{ootball, baseball,
ball, tennis, hockey, squash,
ming, and one or two more,
Oliphant of Purdue and West Point
was another ali-around brilliant at
many games. So was Neil Snow
of Michigan, one of the best. So
was Roy Mercer of Pennsylvania.
Viec Hanson of Syracuse was an-
other.

But none of these quite reached

swim-

the heights in three major sports |
that Big Jim gained in the palmy |
days of his career—a career that

extended over 15 years.

What gave Thorpe these winning
gualities?

In the first place, he was amazing-
ly quick and amazingly strong. In
the second place, he was as durable
as iron. You couldn’t hurt him with
a crowbar,

In the third place, he had a keen,
In the
fourth place, he was completely
fearless. In the fifth place, he was
at his peak under pressure,. He
reveled in the tougher going. There
was nothing that could make him
tighten up.

Here's one example—in one of the

| hardest of all the West Point-Carlisle |

games, played at The Point, Thorpe
was standing on his own goal line.
The signal had been given for a
kick and his team was expecting it.

Thorpe turned to the referee (Bill
Langford, as 1 recall it) with this
remark, ‘“They think I'm going to
kick, but I am not.” He faked a
kick and ran the ball 85 yards down
the field.

Maybe there have been greater
all-around stars with greater natu-
ral qualities than the American
airedale. 1 doubt it

only part Indian. |
I'm five-eighths In- |
two - eighths |

A

" when a stout woman diets the cal-

Indian |
. three months

the |

And I

for
Thorpe was never a field or track |

basket- |
Elmer |

Easy to Reduce Weight
When You Limit Calories
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slimming story!
happy ending,
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ory way.

By limiting food calories to
around 1,200 a day, she not only
loses—as much as 24 pounds In
but feels radiantly
yvounger. And the lovely part is
that while reducing you eat as
much as ever!
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Have a graceful, girlish new fgure
soon! OQur J32-page booklet gives 42 tasty
low-calory menus. a newly enlarged calory
chart., Also tells how to gain., For a copy,
send vour order to:

READER-HOME SERVICE
635 Sixth Ave. New York City

Enclose 10 cents in coin for your
copy of THE NEW WAY TO A

YOUTHFUL FIGURE

DON'T BE BOSSED

BY YOUR LAXATIVE=RELIEVE
CONSTIPATION THIS MODERN WAY

® When you feel gassy, headachy, logy
due to clogged-up bowels, do as millions
do — take Feen-A-Mint at bedtime. Next
morning — thorough, comfortable relief,
helping you start the day full of your
normal energy and pep, feeling like a
million! Feen-A-Mint doesn't disturb
your night's rest or interfere with wo rk the
next day. Try Feen-A-Mint, the rhpwmg
gum laxative, yourself. It tastes good, it's
handy and economical ... a family supply

FEEN-A'MINT costs only

10¢
Dreaming vs.

Reality
Some people merely dream of
being something; others keep
awake and are something.

Spray with “"Black Leaf 40.”
makes six gallons of effective aphis spray.
Use "Black Leaf 40" on aphis, | op-
ren. leaf miners, young sucking bugs,
ace bugs, mealy bugs and most thrips,
wherever found on flowers, trees or

One ounce

True Mirror
Her husband's eye 1s the truest
mirror an honest wife can see her
beauty in.—John Tobin.

MIDDLE-AGE
WOMEN | ..

yrs.old
HEED THIS ADVICE!!]

Thousands of women
are helped to go smil-
ing thrudistress pecul-
jar to women—caused
by this period In life—
with Lydia E. Pink-
ham's Vegetable Com-
ound —famous for
inkham's Compound
for women— hAs
helped thousa to relleve such
weak, nervous feelings due to this
functional disturbance. Try itl

v

— made especiall

Years.

Scornful of Little Things

He that contemneth small things
shall fall little by little.—Ecclesi-
asticus.

BE WISE! BEE REEIILL\R‘

A bright world tomerreow
Cloud Berry relleves u-'ll“ﬂ-l
efMectively, Money back guarantes.
Al your dealer or write:
M.CLARME A SONS. INC.

BALTO.. MD.

BERRIES

ALL VEGETABLE LAXATIVE PREFARATION
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Watch Your
Kidneys/

Help Them Cleanse the Blood
of Harmful Body Waste

Your kidneys are constantly filtering
waste matter from the blood -trum But
kidneys sometimes lag in their work—do
not act as Nature intended—{ail to re-
move impurities that, if retained, may

ison the system and upset the whole

y machinery.
Symptoms may be nllfng backache,
persistent headache, attacks of dizziness,
getting up nights, swelling, putliness
under the eyes—a feeling of nervous
anxiety and loss of pep and strength,

Other signs of kidney or bladder dis-
order are sometimes burning, scanty or
too frequent urination,

There should be no doubt that prompt
treatment is wiser than neglect. Use
Doan's Pills. Doan’s have been winning
new {riends for more than forty years,
They have a nation-wide reputation.
Are recommended by grat thtlgo’ph the
eountry over, Ask your neigh

DOANS PILLS
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