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The Candle in

the Window

(Continued from Page 7, Znd Sec.)
her candle, lettin' it flare out on the
lonely, storm-threshed darkness of
my way. Hardly one chance n a
thousand, on that Christmas Lve,
that any human bein’ wculd need it.
But they did. Golly: Don’t I know
they did. I was froze nearly to
death. but how that candle light did
begin to warm me | staggered up
to the winder, too chilied 1o {ind the

door., and looked inside. My eyes
was blurred for a minute. Then I
see a sight that made it the best
Christmas I ever had, just as I told
you long ago in the beginnin’ of this
evenin’. Some of you here may re-
member back when this tale begun.

it
did

Tod's eyes were sparkling now,
his voice, that had dropped low,
not change.

There was a big fire in the stove,
and the room was dark, except for
the light through the gratin’ in the
stove door, and the Christmas can-
dle. Ruth Ravenstow was situn’
by the fire with little P’'like cud-
dled in her arms. And they was
singin’ “My Old Kentucky Home."”

But what seemed sirangest to me,
and I rubbed my bleared eyes with
my frozen paw to be sure I wasn't
dead and in heaven, was Ruth’s face
in the firelight through the bars of
the stove door. Day after day, that
fall, I'd never seen anything but a
still, cold, marble woman's face.
That night in the warm shadders,
her cheeks was pink as June roses.
And her smile—a man would be
willin’ to be froze nearer to death
than I was just to get the memory
of that smile, and the red lips, and
the pretty white teeth—the picture
of it, I say—tucked away for a keep-
sake in his mind’'s big storehouse.

Can you vision it, gentlemen? Me
outside clingin’ to the winder sill to
hold myself up, and lookin® In at a
thing like was inside that old soddy
of the plains? . . . I'm talkin" a
mile too long tonight

The hotel lobby was very -quiet, and
Tod's voice. even and gentle, hardly
seemed like sound. We were vision.
ing the story as he told it, and the
world outside was forgotten n the
siceelness nf that Christmas .upin'l.

HE
enough,

rest can be told quick
though 1t took some lit-
tle time theh. As I've said, P'like
was a stubborn little round-head
when he got set on a thing. He'd
got a letter, and his bright eyes saw
what mine, bein’ blurred, had over-
looked—that it was for District 33,
not Box 33, as I had supposed. He
didn't know the word *‘district,”” but
he could read “box’ all right any-
where, and as the Gabels never go!l
any letters, he figured it must be for
somebody else. And who, but for
teacher? His little heart was bustin’
with scrrow for her—children can
love so much deeper than us grown-
ups, who blab about love, can un-
derstand—and that little boy had the
grief of the world on his heart that
night.

“I knew it wasn’'t for Grandma
she doesn’'t read writin’ very well,"”
he told me as I was thawin’ out,
““and I wanted to make teacher glad
'cause she didn't have any letter or
anvything at all. And you know, most
anvthing can happen at Christmas,
so 1 thought I'd p'like ‘thirty-three
meant her. and I had something for
her. and it would be a letter that
would make her so happy, and 1'd
run all the way back and give 1t to
her. and then scoot for home fast as
I could. And I'd p'like she'd be so
glad she would smile at me sweet.
But . . .” his voice went down low
A “It Hul cold and dark, and .

1 rnfmt get lost.”

The little fellow
up tight.

“1 didn't get lost, but 1t w
fully, awfully dark, till=—] found a
light, and it was teacher's candle in
the window. She put it there her
self just to p'like somebody way out
on this big prairie might come
Christmasing along, and need it.
And it called to me. I heard it, In
the little, soft voice candles have.
It said ‘hurry,” and I hurried, and
hurried, and hurried, and 1t got
brighter, and brighter, and — it
laughed when I come in. And my
letter wasn't a ‘p'like’ at all, but a
real sure-enough letter and teacher
is so happy. We've just been laugh-
ing and laughing.’

Was teacher happy? Gentlemen,
can you run off through your minds
what 1t would mean to you if you'd
ever been a yvoung girl liv-
in'” back in New You'll
have to “‘p'like’” dickens to
do that, but
to the crackin’
YOou ha
And the last
nite, awfully
was dyin’ 1n
—dyin’ of sickne

buttoned his lips
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pretly

England?
llke the
tretch your 1:m
point and do 1It.
hearl over
_'.'*'1',;'(1 21 L
1&112'*' that he
a German prison camp
ss, and hard labor,
and starvation. :‘*.n-j the world went
black before your eyes. And all
you could do to keep from goin’ des-
perately mad, was to burn every
bridge behind you, and bury yourself
out of sight. You can do that about
as effective on the upper Smoky as
anywhere I know of. And just to
live on day after day, the only thing
to feed vour soul on-but it's the
dead-surest thing they is—bein’ the
touch of children’'s hands, and the
sound of children’s vcices five days
in the week—the other two days be-
in’ a dumb bla NK—growl N more des-
perate and lonely every day, till it
took a lot of courage and an awiful
grip on a far-away, seemin unmer-
ciful God to light a candle Jn
Christmas Eve.
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ciperit—1uidi a
little child from a home of poverty
and ignorance, a child that had to
just dream all his good times, till
1is dreamin’ is realer than his real-
ity, he comes through the dark and
cold. beckoned on by that candle
light, and filled with child love, to
bring you a make-believe letter,
that I, in my broken eyesight, had
throwd into Box 33, that was meant
{or District 33, and I hadn’t never
read the name, ‘“Miss Ruth Raven-
on it at all. This little child

comes in the dark and bitter cold of
the lonely twilight of Christmas kve,
'‘rause he loves you. And you read—
you pretty, broken-hearted girl—you
read the letter he had had to just
“n’'like” would make you happy. And
it told you, the letter did.:

jplcald yJvu say uial,

B
slow

“Darling Ruth:

“I'm safe in Paris, and almost
well. Will sail for America when
it's over, over here. Two Ger-
man guards—heaven bless them
—helped me to escape. One lost
his life by it in the (Deleted by
censor). Love is bigger than
hate.

“Always yours,

“Hadl«
My best Christmas? The ume |

took them candles to the folks on the
upper Smoky; the time a little light

| glowed in a winder in every onc of

them far away homes of that val-
ley; and maybe a little sweelness of
Holy Night glowed in the hearts of
those poor folks. And one of the
candles shinin' from the winder of
an old soddy schoolhouse, saved a
little boy with his precious mes-

' sage, and saved the storm-wracked
' soul of a girl from madness.
| me to tell you fellows here,

' the

Saved
that all
riches in the world, all the fame,

and learnin', all the
and beautiful homes,
than

all the power,

are only half finished and more
half worthless without the candle In
the winder. the sign of sympathy
for the wanderer outside. The to-
ken you might say.of the love that
a baby came more' n nineicen cen-
ago to put into the heart of
and bring it peace and
.[I{'.Jt_’rd*‘u‘;lll.

The wind's layin’ some
got to make my route again omor-
row. Here’s hopin’ you all gel as
merry a Christmas as you deserve,
and good-night to you.

and 1've

Abram Star. the richest man in the
county. Tec Jennings, the best dressed
man in town, Elbert McCullen, the
ablest minded one among us, with the
adroit Eastern salesman, all stood up
silently as Tod passed out.

[THE ENDI
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Joseph Eaton visited
theweek-end.
SMI“
spent
Mr.

Mr. and MIs
in Philadelphia

Miss Nancy Jane
Teachers' College,
the week-end with her
and Mrs. Milford Kline

Quite a numoer frem Queen
and Ridgely, acompanied
and Mrs. Edgar Blades on his

ovel

Kline ol
Salisbury,
parents,

Mr.

‘bus trip to Baltimore, Saturday.

Willard Russell were
the home of Mr.
Price near Mat-

Mr. and Mrs.
Sunday guests al
and Mrs. James
thewstown,

Mr. and Mrs
daughter Barbara
Brook. N. J.. were week-end guestls
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Howard Dadds.
On Sunday, Mr. and Mrs. Dadds
and guests visited Mr. and Mrs
Joseph Thomas of Chesler

Mr. and Mrs. Brown Thawley
daughter of Milford, Del., were
day guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Blades.

Bernard Pinder and

Ann. of Pine

and
Sun-

ODD ACCIDENTS OF 1939

Fresenting the strange record ol
the old vear's most curious misad-
ventures that read like fiction. One
of the many features in 1The Amer-
ican Wecklyv, distributed Sunday,
31st with the Baltimore
On sale at all newsstands
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American.

Cashew Nut Growth

Cashew nuts grow on trees from
20 to 40 feet high. The fruit 1s
kidney-shaped, about an inch In
length, and has a doub'e shell. The
nut grows on the end of a fleshy,
pear-shaped stalk called the cashew
apple, which is juicy and slightly
acid. The 1 of the
exudes
arabic
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HOLLYWOOD
STAR-LITEDS

By Chuck Cochard

Old Saint Nick has certainiy
this star-studded cit
That real
11145 f-})illi (and not
done up in bottles)
everywhere jJust as 1t was 1n
SO many Vvears Holls
the cily been comple
transformed into a mythical land ol
the far north where that whisk ’
gentleman Santa Clau
double feature all vear long
tars, proaducers
all the other SO
g0 Into the making ol
gotten together and
real premiere for this
fine old Holly Boule-
vard., one of the maoslt streets
in the world. has been renamed and
is now Santa Claus with
Imaps having been changed
beautifully lighted artificial L(rees
Lighted Christmas wreaths and
pictures of your favorite stars 4
acrcss the street.
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Each evening an elaborate mech-
anized sleigh costing $20,000 1s drawn
down the streetl A different cele-
brity rides with Santa Claus
night . This amazing contraption
produces an artificial snow storm

— O

Carole Lombard’'s attempt Lo kKeep
life on 4 strictly informal basls at
the Gable-Lombard ranch i the
San Fernando Valley have been car-
ried just a bit far, blonde
star told vour correspondent after
a phone-call home during a lull In
the shooting of her film
Emerging from the telephone booth,
Craole told me that when she asked
“Is Mr. Gable there,
maid cupped her hand
mouthpiece and velled,
Ma's cn the wire!"

Sy

Frederic March r
wood after a long
gagement to star in “Susan and
God"” with Greer Garson, the young
lady whose debut in “Godbye Mr.
Chips” nothing short of sensa-
ticnal.
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Flashes along Garbo:
latest laugh-getter
breaking records evervwhere at box
offices Shirley Temple, for the
first time in her spectacular career,
has enrolled in a chool

NoOo more straig ht
Alice Faye
ner latest
her fans
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1O
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dramatic roles

she will sing
“Little Old New
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Previews of the Week

“Destry Rides Again
Marlene Dietrich, James Slewari,
Mischa Auer, Charles Winninger
Una Merkel, Brian Donlevy, and
Irene Hervey brings Marlene back
ic the screen in a swell old-time
western action film with plenty ol
excitement It is swell entertain-
ment. The excellent. And
we :'m:'nmlgvmi this 3 Star-Lite hit

“His Girl Friday™ featuring cCary
Grant. Rosalind Russell, Ralph Bel-
lamy. and Gene Lockhart is a good
comedy and one which should keep
vou in stitches most of the evening
lots of amusing situations A news-
paper story that has been made Into
a splendid 2'; Star-Lite piciure

-—O—
Whispers behind the studio
Joan Bennett is reported to be

objecting strenously te the way she
has been billed in *“Housekeeper s
Daughter”"—we see no reason for ob-
jection as it is one swell film and
will ereate many new followers for
[La Joan Bennettl Thev are burn-
ing the midngiht cil at the Chaplin
lol these davs . his first in many
years is being rushed plenty.
el
be swell i
return to the
and make a picture . . . Louise
er would forget about those
feclings against MGM and make an-
other film . .. Double Features would
be eliminated entirely {rom the Ia
cf the earth - Those old-time |
ular two-reel comedies would be re-
vived . Theatlers evel
install softer seats (or u niovie-
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FOUNDATION STOCK TO ESTABLISH A BERKSHIRE
HERD, OR ENLARGE YOUR PRESENT HERD.
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December 6 Was Finland’s “Fourth Of July”.
A Republic In 1919 After Gaining
Freedom From Sweden
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its seventh largest nation, a forested
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the Tsars When Russian revolution
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the Finnish ship of state seized the
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the nation.
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St. Leger Race
England's Epsom Derby
first running in 1780,
Leger has a history
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Nowhere can you find a more complete

line of gifts to suit every purse and purpose.

Here you will ind a complete assortment

of Elgin, Bulova, Hamilton, Westfield and

Longines Watches, Stieff and other Silver-

ware, clocks, brass and leather novelties,
and jewelry of all kinds.

G. MYRON LATSHAW

Jeweler
COMMERCE ST. CENTREVILLE
OPEN EVENINGS 'TIL XMAS
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Practical Gifts

You'’re Looking For

' WE HAVE THE

I 'ljll
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B'&RILE I'T'S for Lhel

Second, because every-

helr prices are reasorabile

A Set of China, Rado,

Flashlight, Gunning

cet, A Gun or Pocketknife . . . A
Compiete Selection awaits you.
COMPLETE LINE OF TOYS

HARDWARE CO.

Phone Centreville
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ing northward into the realm of the
Ocean.
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A Merrier Chrisimas
for Little Money!

That's OUR Christmas wish for
true ! OQur shelves are stocked

than you could shaks ! pepper
ind } the full advantage
sumer poli Ann Page Foods., White
Bread, Jane Parker Kes and Rolls, f
All extra low priced be we avoid
nandling charges. We these
the feast but spare ¥ k

and we MAKE
deliclous foods, priced low,
atl Many we both make
of A&P's producer to con-
House Evaporated Milk, A&P
noug A&P Teas and Coffeesl
n-between profits and extra
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with more

mint stick
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>ur budget!

FRESH DRESSED PILGRIM BRAND

TURKEYS
Lb. 24c

PORK SHOULDERS .
CHUCK ROAST—Steer Beef Lb.
PICNICS—Lean e Bl
BONELESS HAMS—Whole or half Lb. °
ZOILING BEEF Lb.

Dry Salt
WHITE MEAT

Lb.

smoked

10¢

Lb.

VEGETABLE SHORTENING

A&P SOFT TWIST

READ - N

Lay aside a couple of loaves to become dry-—

for use as stuffing.
CRANBERRY Oce::ug:ray z 225:236
cans 2O

TENDER PEAS

BUTTER creamery TUB cut v J4¢
SUGAR CORN crushed cans SOC
IONA PEACHES .. “iive: 2 5.ni"25¢
8 O'CLOCK ... 39, o, 14€
CAMPBELL’'S "SUice’ cans 2D C
MINCE MEA'T wooo's

FRUIT CAKES 2. 37¢

HARD CRND

1-1b.
can

LARGE
LOAF

2

American
Mix

“HOLLY”
ASSORTED

chocolates

ALSO WALNUTS
OR PECANS

%

Quick or Regular Quaker or
MOTHER'S OATS Lge. pkg. 18c

BRAZIL NUTS wwweo 15 |Tg

Kaito Blue Label
can l1ic
1-1b.

SYRUP 1'4-1b.
PLUM "™ can 200
PEANUTS °“51%60"° oxo 1Te
SPARKLE Zw’rice 3 P95 [0¢
OLIVES “bot. 300

ANN PAGE
Campbell's
24

CHOCOLATE Gohors 205
COCONUT ™ "% b,
STUFFED DAINTIES Ib.

i1c
DATES °%ires ‘oo 14g
CIDER “''° 25¢ ‘ot 39¢
CAKE oxa. 15€
MILK ‘evirorares 3 19¢
PRESERVES /i 19¢

tall
CoONS
PAGE
AL P
PUMPKIN,} &5t 9¢c

19¢
19¢

2-gal.

pot.
FLOUR

SUNNYFIELD

1-1b.

lar

No. 2
can

STUFFED
IOMATO SOUFP .... 3 cans

RIT CRACKERS 2‘0

N. B. L.
'h,_.--q._.rl""-....ﬂ"-..-u. _

| CHRISTN AS
i TREES
| L)

X3

LHally Wreaths cach 20c¢

1-1b
fre i

ASSORTED BEVERAGES

3 & 25¢

Bots.
DEPOSIT

v B | '
I‘l._lln...a'fl
I L

GREEN
each

SILVER

each

=, a—

FILLORIDA THIN SK1n

A & P FOOD STORES

il"'-

Owned and G.r,eat atl;ntng & Pa;illc jea Cu

. il e S— e - & i - & - -

"_th: .ue-! by T

These prices effective unti the close of business Sat. Dec. 23rd.




