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Christmas, 1871,

1o) now is come our jorfullest feast
Let every man be jolly ; d

Pach room with ivy leaves be dressed,J
And every post with holly,

Now all our neighbors' chimneys smoke
And Christmas logs are burning,
Their ovens they with baked meats choke,

And all their spits are turning.

Without the door let Sorrow lie,
And if, for cold, It hap to die,
We'll bury it in a Chriftmas pie,

And evermore be Joly,

Farm, Garden and Household.

A Omerary Core ron Einr-acHr.—No
bhouse should be without a bottle of ar-
nica. It is indispensable in case of euts,
burns and bruises, and in ear-ache it is
8 sovereign cure. AS 800N A8 ANY SOre-
ness is felt in the ear—which feeling al-
mest always precedes the regular ¢ ache”
—let three or four drops of timeture of
arnica be poured in, and then the orifice
filled with a little cotton to exclude the
air, and in a short time the uneasiness is
for n. If it is not resorted to until
there is actual pain, the cure may not be
80 8 y, but is just as certuin. If one
application of the arnica does not effect
s oure, it will be necessary to repeat 1t,
it may be several times, Itis a sure pre-
ventive for gathering in the ear, which
is the usual cause of ear-ache. We have
never yet known any harm or serious in-
econvenience to attend this use of armea;
though, if the spirits with which it is
made are very strong, it may be diluted
with @ little water, as the spirits—not
the arniea—will sometimes cause a tem-
porary dizziness of the head,

unpleasant.

Ramme Canves.—The method which
we have used in rearing ocalves may be
found to possess some interest to readers
of the Rural New Yorker. With usit
has
satisfactory. The calves are selected as
much for the good qualities of their
dams as for their individual excellence,
and are allowed to remain with the cow
from two to three weeks, We never re-
move & calf in bitter cold weather, as its
welfare depends in a great measure upon
the start it gets ; and if it is werth rais-
ing at all, it is worth givinga good start,
At first it is offered warm skim milk,
This it generally refuses the first meal,
and sometimes the second, but rarel
oftener. We never allow them to sue
the fingers, and save many s cold and
aching hand. They readily learn to
drick by themselves, thereby thriving
much better, and costing much less
trouble. As soon as possible a little
bran is mixed with the skim milk, and
shortly afterwara thick milk is substitut-
ed for the skim milk. The quaniity 1s
inoreased until the calf receives about
five quarts of milk and a pint of meal a
day. We use equal parts of bran and
eorn meal, or corn and oats. The drink
is always warmed in cold weather by
mixing with hot water. Calves fed in
this manner, and having plenty of good
hay, will weigh from 500 to 660 pounds
at eight months old. They are then
weaned, and continue to thrive on good
hay and grass alone, the heifers having
a call of their own at 22 or 23 months
old, and being fully able to do so. "L'his
method is used on an ordinary farm,
with medium sized, good milking, na-

tive and grade cattle.
w

An Unreported Conversation,

Daring the Grand Duke Alexis's walks
through the Bridgeport cartridge factory,
he pointed to several workingmen and
inquired of Governor Jewell, *‘ Are
these men what you eall the ecommon
people "' The Governor replied that
they were o fair specimen of the work-
ing classes of this country. *‘‘But do
you mean to say that these get into ofil-
cial position ?” further asked the impe-
rial scion. *‘‘ Perhups not any of these
men,” rejoined Governor Jewell; ** but
men of their class do ; they are educated
men, most of them—that 1s, they can all
probably read and write, and most of
them take and read the newspapers. ™
“h vou know of any ease where such
men ﬂ-nvr‘ actually been elected to office?”
again queried the curious Alexis. **0O
certainly,” the Governor said ; ““1 my-
self, worked in the shop as a tanner till I
was twenty years of age ;" and the an-
nouncement seemed to puzzle the Duke
“ deal. Here wus the Governor of
a State, as well dressed and as well ap-
pearing a8 himself, who had actually
worked in a shop, and this man was wel-
coming him in behalf of a hundred
thousand voters ; it was more of an en-
igma than the boy had ciphered on pre-
viously ; but as he goes through the
eountry he will ascertain, npon inquir-
ing, that very many of the public men
here have come direct from the work.
shop. In Massachusetts, where he is
now visiting, Governor Claflin was a
shoemaker, Senator Wilson was a cob-
bler also, and General Banks was a ma-
ehini: t. — Hartford Courant.

Tae Cumiovs.—Some people are fond
of puzeling over curious items, and for
the benefit of all such persons the fol-
lowing conundrum or riddle or puzzle 1s
inserted among the records of the read-
ing-room. In tho first place, an impos-
sibility must be supposed possible,
namely, that a man thirty-five yeurs old
marrics o girl of five, which makes the

om seven times as old as the bride.

en the girl is ten years old the man
is forty, and fpur times as old as his
wife ; when she is fifteen the man is
forty-five, that is three times as old.
When she is thirty, the man is sixty,
that is twice as old as his wife, and now
will somebody be good enough to ascer-
tain how long they have to hive together
to make the girl as old as the man ! It
is just barely possible that an answer to
this question is as impossible as the
hypothesis on which the whole thing is
based. That is for the curious to ascer-
tain, however. All answers should be
sent to the office of the San Franecisco
Bulletin, and the sucecessiul individual,
whether by actual experiment or not is
woimportaut, will find his or her name
recorded in the obituary column of the
aforesaid journal

ReTurss received at the Agricultural
Burean indicate that the cottoun erop will
yield three aud one-third million b

Destruction of the Walrus.

A oo ndent of the New Bedford
Standard furnishes the following : For

whioh is | |
| rus average about twenty gallens of oil

proved uniformiy successful and)

the past three or four years the North
Pacific whaling fleet have been taking
walrus in the months of July and Au-
gust, as the whales in those months go
mto the ice and around Point Barrow,
‘out of the reach of whalemen. During
all the years from 1849 to 1867 the whale-
men had let the walrus alone or taken a
very few. In 1808 a few ships com-
menced taking walrus, and did quite
well, securing from 200 to 600 walrus,
and destroying half as many more. In
| 1809 a Ia number of ships were en-

ged in the business, but in 1870 the
whole fleet (with two or three exceptions),
‘went in'' and took all they counld. Pro-
bably not less than 50,000 femnle wal-
rus, with their young, were killed and
destroyed. Tle past year three-fourths
of the flect were engaged in the bnsi-

ness, but the walrus were shy and far|

into the iee, and they did not do as well.
Shipmasters had to send their boats 20
and 25 miles to find them,

The Aretic walrms are nearly all fe-
males, who go into the Arclic in the
Summer months to bring forth and nurse
their young, which the mothers are very
fond of and attached to. They will
never forsake their young, but will take
them in their flippers and hold them to
their breasts, even when their destroyers
are putting their sharp lances through
and through them and the blood stream-
ing from every side, uttering the most
heartrending and piteous eries, and so
until they die, and then the little ones
must starve, unless the whaleman can
thrust his lance through it and send it
to the bottom. This is one of the most
ernel oceupations that I know of, and
many & humane whalemon has felt guilty
and turned aside as he did it. The wal-

and four pounds of ivory. :
But the worst feature of tht'. bumnmfm
is that the natives of the entire Arctic

| shores from Cape Thaddous, in the Ana-

dir Sea, to the farthest point North, a
shore line of more than a thousand
miles on the West Coast, with the lurge
island of 8t. Lawrence, the smaller ones
of Diomede and King's islands, all thick-
ly inhabited, and our own coast of North-
ern Alaska, are now almost entirely de-
pendant on the walrus for their food
clothing, boats and dwellings. Twenty
years ago whales were plenty and easily
caught, but the whales have been de-
stroyed and driven North, so that now
the natives seldom get o whale, This is
a sad state of things for them.

Several captains lately arrived home
have told me that they saw the natives,
30 and 40 miles from land, on the ice,
trying to eateh a walrus to eat, and were
living on the carcasses of those that the
whalemen had killed,

How Caves are Formed.

It beeomes an interesting question to
find ont how this subterranean system
was made ; for 1n 80 many eases o valley
passes into a ravine, and that into a cave,
that the eause which has formed one
must have formed all. It requires but a
eursory glance to see at once that run-
ning water was the main agent. The
limestone is so traversed by joints and

lines of shrinkage, that the water sinks  he got up, dressed, and went out at three

rapidly down into its mass, and ecollects
in small streams, which ewe their diree-
tion to the dip of the water and the po-
gition of the fissures. These channels
are being continually deepened and
| widened by the mert mechanical action
| of the passage of stones and silt.  But
this is not the only way in which the
rock is gradually eroded. The himestone
is composed in great purt of pure ear-
bonate of lime, which is indissolable in
water. It is, however, readily dissolved

in any liquid containing ecarbonie aeid,
' which is an essential part of our atmos-
phere, and is invariably present in the
rain-water, and is given off by organiec
bodies. By this invisible agent, the
hard crystalline rock is always being at-
tacked in some form or other.
soails that take refuge in its cranmes
leave an enduring mark of their presence
in » surface fretted with their acid exha-
lations, which very often pass current
among geologists for the borings of pho-
lades, and are the innocent canse of
much speculation as to the depression of
the mountain-tops beneath the sea in
comparatively modern times. The car-
bonie neid taken up by the rain is de-
rived in the main from the decomporing
vegetable matter which generally forms
the surface soil on the limestone. Its
effects are to be seen in & most marked
degree in the bare, grey masses of rock
fe;med *‘ pavements,” that stands oul
like roches moutonnees from the purple
Lieather, and are worn and fissured into
the strangest possible shapes. BSome-
times the surface is made up of a num-
ber of sharp points that look like a sheal
of sword-blades ; at others are ravines
and caves in miniature ; and very gener-
ally the strata are divided into aseries of
large angular blocks, which work with
the greatest freedom. The minute fos-
sil shells and fragments of erinoids stand-
ing out in bold relief testify that the
agent which rcmoved so much rock is
chemical, not mechanieal. This invisi

ble agent is equally at work in the caves
as well as above ground, everywhere at-
tacking the surface, even out of i1each
of the streams. The endless varieties of
stalactito and stalagmite are merely so
much solid matter taken by it out of the

rock, and re-deposited where the excess ol

earbonic aecid in the water happens to be
takea up by a free current of air. Toit,
then, as well as to the mechanical power
of the stream, the formation and enlarge-
ment of caves must be ussigned.

e e — e T BT

(]‘:ﬂnumm Laxpa.--Henry Taylor, an
English furmer, who bad drained many
thousand acres of land, gave his view
to the Farmers' Club on this subject,
Draining ghould be deep, four feet at
least ; deeper would be better., On
heavy landa, 20 feet apart would be prop-
er; on lighter lands 66 feet might do.
Draining lands infested with Couch-
grass would rid them of that weed in two
years. 'The soil should not be returned
into the diteh in a wet state, or the
drains would not act; the earth wonid
consolidate, and he had known two years
to elaspse before any benefit assured ;
while if the earth was dry when replaced
the drains would act at once. Tiles
should be large enough to earry off the
water with facility. If full, the flow
was retarded. T'he cost of draining in

The very |

| England was from $25 to $40 per m:rj

“‘ Behind the Mask.”

A singnlar change has come ofiate
over the face of Spring—which would be
an old remarkat this wintry, shivery
time of the yearif I meant the senson in-
stead of my dog. I have beema long
while absent from the old house, and up-
on my return, this evening, the brisk
brown tail that once gyrated in such a
spasm of glad welcome, wagged a most
feeble greeting, The dog bounded not
as of yore to my very shoulder, nor wheel -
ed about me in eestatic cireles. There
was & weleoming wrigele still, but not
the ¢ld, abandened, nnkempt fury,

But a8 the dear fellow sits yonder near
the andirons, there is a $ender look in his
dark eyethat tells me, quite as well as
the former agony of joy, that his cup
runneth over with the happiness of my
coming back., His frontis to the fire,
but his small, fine head is cocked on one
gide, while he watehes me with full eon-
tent. And asT looked into that frank
face of hig, every line of which is as fa-

1‘

miliar to me as my own, I notice the
change of whieh I spoke. |

The hair upon his forehead is turning |
white, two lines of gray run down even
to the point of the nose, and there is o
look of age about his features-—about his
whole bearing indeed—that I never no-
ticed before.

When one eomes to think of it—as
terriers po, Spring s an old dog. Many
asummer hos shed its leaves since we
laidl his mother in her narrow tomb—a |
queer little African ecircus-dog, she—
about half Spring's size, and with hide
as bare and smooth as an elephant’s, save |
for the half-dozen gray bairs that stood
erect on her head, imparting an air of
w.se and sprightly venerib eness—and |
the serimpy tuft at the end of her tail. |
And Spring’s compauions have likewise
fallen away from him, one by one, leav- |
ing him to his solitary path and Areside
—solitary save for human sympathy and |
cheer. Zoo was the last to go—that!
genial animal, the tradition of whose ear-
ly corpulence still in thin old age hung
about his rhrunken sides,rendering every
movement replete with dignified un-|
wieldiness,

The strangest part of this change in
Spring is the old-young look. Heseems
like a boy with his grandfather’s specta-
cles and wig. I ecannot roconcile the
gray hairs and weary movements with the |
atmosphere of youth that remaius. His
young soul surely is masquerading in |
this ancient guise, Butl can seethrough |
the domino, my dog ! You muy not|
know that vou are weaning any-—you |
wonder, I think, at the unwonted film |
over the clear vision, at the invisible |
bands that bind those lithe; and willing |
limbs,

What have the mutatiens of time, the
chemie laws, to do with the seuls of us ?
“« He who loves is in no condition old. "
Spring, my dear fellow, do you love your
measter ?

There, there ! that will do, you rascal,
—Down, I say! Down !

A Sleepless Secretary.

The following is told of Sir Evan Ne- |
pean, formerly under Secretary of State |
of Great Britain :

Oune summer night he was allected
with an unacconntable sleeplessness,
and, being quite weary of lyiug awuke,

o'clock, A. M., strolling smumlessly, more
from dhily habit than unything else,
down to the home oftice. Entering his
private room, his eye caught the follow-
ing entry in a memorandum book :

‘* A reprieve to be sent to coiners or- |
dered for execution at York."

Although he knew that he had done
his own puart of the business, he was
seized with a nervous uneasiness, fancy-
ing that perhaps the other people had |
pot done theirs. The feeling was so |
strong upon him, that he called up the
chief clerk in Downing street, who said
he had sent it to the elerk of the erown,
whose business it was to forward it to|
York,

““ But have yon the receipt and certi- |

ficate that 1t 18 gone :
i NO,

They did so, and found him stepping |
into his gig for a holiday., He had for- |
gotton the reorieve, and left it locked
up in his desk. The fleetest express pro-
ceurable was dispaiched, and reached
York just as the condemned man was en-
tering the cart.

i e s S .

The Jews In Jerusalem,

In Jerusalem, as in Bome epnd else-
where, the Jews are shut up in a separ-
ate quarter, and that the meanest, dark-
eat, filthiest. One twilight I came un-

“ Then let us go ut once to his house |
in Chancery Lane.” !

1

expected into their seitlement. It was |
a mud lane, lined with hovels, through |
which a funessl procession was slowly |
moving, the body borne on men’s shoul- |
ders in the dress of life, a perfect tatter- |
demalion erew wailing as they followed.
Coming to the Land of Promise to die,
many of them are robbed on the way,
and all are preyed upon after they ar-
rive : 80 that, I apprehend, nothing is
more real about them than their wretch-
edness. They have no consuls to in-
terfere when o tax is exacted the second |
time im the rame year, If injured, they
must suffer in silence ; if plundered by
Arabs, they bave no hope of recovery, |
Only conversion would make them |
outwardly comfortable, and that they
hate as perdition. Generous help is
constantly sent them from abroad, but |
none two much, though the amusing
story is told of Sir Mosea Mﬂnluﬂﬂrei
having spent oll his mouey in alms at |
Jerusalem, and being obliged to borrow
at usurious interest from one of the)
heeears he had relieved, that he might
get back to London.—F. W. Howlana,

in Lippincotl's Maguzine,

—_— - — -

. aoam o

Ax Ixrenestiva Bare.—The farm
called Hazel Plain, in Prinee William
county, Va., (better known as the Chinn
farm), containing five hundred and fifty
acves, belonging to B. 1. Chinn, was
sold for eight dollars per acre, to Mrs.
Mary A Downman, executrix. This
farm is a portion of the piatean upon
which were fought the first and second
battles of Manassas. When the war
commenced it was under a high state of
improvement, and the dwelling honse
upon it was one of the finest in this sec-
tion of the State, but war devastated it,
and the open fields, and the young pines
and shattered mansion all now bear evi-
dence to the bloody conflicts of which
it was the scene,—Charleston News,

| time are all
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Domesticating Buffaloes.

I am a native American, writes a cor-
respondent, and justly proud of my
country, so far as there is anything to
be proud of, nnd brag without worth 1
mate ng than we sometimes think,
The western farmer meeds carrection
when he claims more than his due, Now
in the matter of domesticuting the buf
falo, of utilizing tlds raw material, of
working this vast field of wealth, what
does the farmers say ? If you ask him,
Will the taming of the buflulo pay ? he
almost universally says he thinks it will.
But why don't he undertakeit ?  *“'Well,
he's agoin’ to, as soon as he kin come
ronnd to it : the farm's so big, and
money's so searce, and times is so hard
that he hain't had opportunity yet, but
he's agoin’ to.™

But the experiment is being tried, and
s0 far as 1 know anything ef it, with
guecess, I know of some buffalo, (or
bison,) heifors and bulls, two years old,
which promise well for gentleness and
getting fat under conditions that the
native stock suffer from. The fact s
the buifalo will fatten easier, be worth
more in hide and flesh, ean be cultivated
into a good milker, and will be kind and
gentle,  Dat the dificulty of taking the
calves retards the process somewhat ;

they ure kept in the centre of the herd,

and 1n all cases of danger the bulls flank
the herd. To capture them it 18 noces-
sary to break through the flinkers,
through the ranks of cows to the calves,
and then, riding at full galop, either
lasso them or catel them by the tails,
which stick straight up in the chase, and
upset nad tie them. But why don’tthey
trap them ? you muy ssk., Because they
have no traps which insure the lives of
the ealves. A pit-full might do to get
buflalo steaks, but the hfe and limb of
the culves would be greatly endangered,
and, of course, the calves only must be
taken. The old fellows are too stiff in
their prejudices for open prairie free-
dom. It is a problem yet uansolved,
The Spanish fever, brought up by the
Texas droves lest summer, has depopu-
lated the country of the Durbams, and
Dovons, and Jerseys. Milk and butler
18 scarce ; beefl is plenty, such na it is,
but one who has tried a Texas steak from
a creature which has exercised its muscles
over a 1,200 mile journey, sighs for a
tender, juley bit of good sirloin, Some-
thing must be done to replenish our
stock. Those who pretend to know say
buflalo is preferable to Texas cattle, and
I have an idea that the taming of the
creature is an enterprise which will, next
year aud suceeeding years, receive such
an impetus as will soon place it among
tho legitimate endeavors of the western
farmeor,

Proeserve it,

Few readers can be aware, until they
have h:d ocecasion to test the faet, how
much labor and research is often saveS
by such a table as the following, the
work of one now in his grave. If his-
tory is poetry, then here 1s ' poetry
personified : "
1607—Virginia settled by the English,
1614—New York settled by the Duteh,
1620 — Massachusetts seitled by the Pu-

rituns.
1624 — New Jersey settled by the Duteh,
1627 —Delaware settled by the Bweades
and Finns,
1635—Maryland settled by the Irish
Catholies,
1636—Connecticut settlod by the Puri-
tans,
1639—Ehode Island settled by Roger
Williams.
1650-—-North Carolina settled by the
English,
1670—South Carolins
Huguenots.
1682 — Pennsylvania settled by Willinm
Penn,
1782—C(ieorgia settled by General Ogle-
thorpe,
1791 —Yermontadmittad into the Union.
1793—Koentucky admitte |intothe Union
1790 - ~Tennesseec admitted into the Union
1302 —Ohto admitted into the Union,
1811 —Louisiana admitted into the Union
1816 <Indiana admitted into the Union,
1818 —1llinois admitted into the Union.
1819—Alabama admitted into the Union,
1820 —Maine admitted 1into the Union.
1821 —Missouri admitted into the Union.
1830—Michigan admitted into the Union
1836 —Arkansas admitted into the Union
1845 -—Florida admitted into the Union.
1846 —Tevas admitted into the Union.
1847 —Towa admitted into the Union.
15348 —Wisconsin admitted into the
Union.
1860—California admitted into the Union
1859-—0Oregon admitted into the Union.

Sosmerive. —Itis a sweet, sweet song,
warbled to and fro among the topmost
boughs of the heart, and filling the whole
air with such joy and gladmess, as the

| songs of birds do when the summer

morning comes out of darkness, and day
i8 born on the mountains. We have all
possessions in the future, which we call
‘sometime.” Beautiful flowers and
singing birds are there, only our hands
seldom grasp the one, or our ears hear
the other. But, O reader ! be of good
cheer, for {o all the good there is a golden
‘sometime ; when the halls and valleys of
passed ; when the wear and
fever, the disappointment and sorrow of
life are over ; then there is the place and
the rest appointed by God. A home-
stead ! over whose roof fall no shadows
or even clonds, and over whosa thresh-
hold the voice of sorrow is never heard ;
built upon the eternal hills, and standing
with the spires and pinnacles of celestiul
beauty among the palm trees of the city

| on high, those who love God shall rest

under thy shadows, where there is no
more sorrow nor pain, nor the sound of
weeping ‘ sometime.,’

AontevLTuRAL Starrstios,— he total
value of farm products in the United
States and Territovies during the year
onding June 1, 1870, according to the
census statement just published, was
£2,445,000,000. The largest product was
in New York, and the next largest in 11l-
inois. The total wool elip for the same
year is stated at 101,284,678 pounds, of
chh about one-fifth is credited to
Ohio,

8ap Case.—Mr, O, Machant, who lest
all of his property by the great fire, com-
mitted suicide in Chieago recentiy. He
left o note filled with tender references
to his mother, wife and children. His
wife, who has been an invalid since the
fire. heepme insane at the sight of her

dead husband.

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc3661 scm12289-0156

|
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settled by the

Concerning Christmas,
““Yawning for a Cheshire cheese” is

mentioned in the Spectator us a Christ-
mas gambol, |

It was customary for the King of France
ive presents to their soldiers at

to
C‘ tmas time,

t was formerly thought that bread
baked on Chrisuaas Eve would not surn
monldy.

Within the last hundred years the
festivities appropriate to Christmas have
much fallen off,

In the North of England a goose is
nlways the chief ingredient in the gom-
position of a Christmas pie.

1In the earlier ages of the churches the
bishops were necustomed, on Christmas
Day, to sing carols among the clergy,

The young girls in Russia are the her-
olues of the Christmas festivities which
scem invented but for their amusement.

In the Roman Catholic church three
masses are preformed at Christmas—one
at midnight one at daybreak, and one
in the morning.

The Christmas festivities celebrated |

with wore or less brillianey till Candle-
mas ; and with great spirtt till Twelfth-
day. i

By the Puritan parliament Christmas
was abolished altogether, and holly and
Ivy were made seditious badges.

Christmas Day,in the Primitive ehurch,
was nlways observed as the sabbath Day,

and like that preceeded by an eve orvi- |

gl

‘““(iloria in Exelsis,” the well-known
hymn sung by the angelsto the shepards
at the Lord’s nativity, was the earliest
Christmas earol.

Christmas was ealled the Feast of
Lights in the Latin chuich, because they
used many lights or candles at the feast,

It is the saying in Lincolnshire, Eng-
Innd, that if there is as much iee before
Christmuas  as would bear a goose, there
n.lull}n-:mt be 50 much after as will beara
duck,

“The mistletoe, a magienl shrub”
eavs the (ienteman's Magasine, in 1871,
“appeared to be the forbidden tree in
thie middle of the trees of Eden.”

The yule-Dough was a kind of baby,
or little image of paste, which bakers
used formerly to bale at Christmas time,
and present to their customers,

Mistletoe was abolished 1n the Christ-
mas decking of churches because it was
found to set the young ladies and gen-
tlemen a reading the marriage service.

Misletoe was formerly hung in the
kitchen orservant’s hall. More recently
it has been raised to the parior and draw-
ing-room, without, however, reducing
the quantity of kissing in the lower
regions.

LThe Gentleman's Magazine for August,
1790, says that at Rippon, in Yurhl’fllil;'i‘.
on Christmas Eve, the grocers send each
of their customers a pound or hall-a-
pound of eurrants and raisins to make a
Christmas pndding,.

In the Scilly Islands they have a cus-
tom of singing carols on Christmas Day
at church, to which the cougregation
make contributions by dropping money
into a hat carried about the charch when
the performance is over.

It 1s the practice in England to eut
ashen fagets for Christmas eve. The
ash 18 said to be the only wood that will
burn green, and it is the poliey of the
wood-cutters to lay on as many *‘ binds"
upon the fagots as possible, as it is an

old establislied eustom that every bind |

should represent a jug of eider, not that
this is the limitation of quantity con-
sumed on the oceasion, only that this is

 part of the eeremonial.

Gambling Hells in New York.

According to the eshmates of police
officials, based on reporte and special in-
formation colected in the discharge of
their daties, there are at least 200 gam-
bling houscs in New York, and at least
2,000 persons of known bad character
muoke their livinga through connection
as owners, backers, dealers, ropers and
sevvanbs, with these illogal establish-
ments. The nnmber of victiws who
are robbed ef the meaus li:,‘ which this
large eriminul elass lives eannot well be
calagnlated ; but, in view of the extrava-
gant habits of the gambler, and the
great expense of maintaining the houses,
the victims are ot least fifty times
as numerous as the thieves,
the aggregate losses of more than 100,-
(0 dupes contribute to the support ol
these 2,500 rogues.

Most of the hells are located over
stores to which ladies and children re-
sort for purchases, and in entering and
leaving are compelled to face the insult-
ing sture of impertinent, flashily-dress
ed gamblers who lounge about the en-
trances. They are for this reason prae-
tically nuisances in the eyes of business-
men, and as such ought to be abated by
being suppressed. Down-town the

“hells"’ are often found on the same |

floors with the offices of respectable
dealers and professional men, and the
customers of these are compelled, in en-
tering and leaving, to risk having their
pockets picked by the frequentersof the

‘“ hells ""—for these gamblers by profes- |

sion are thieves by nature, and often
:'.e;fvrnte burglars by necessity.

any of the prineipal and several of
the worst gnmbling houses have ** day "
or *“down-town "’ games for the nceom-
modation (and ruain) of the merchants
whose infatuation for gaming leads them
to neglect business for a few hours of the
day. Naturally many clerks and even
the messenger boys of merchants are
drawn into these places, and lose large
amounts of what they have probably
previously stolen from employers.— XN,
Y. Paper,

A Visir.—Mrs. Wilson, the woman in
whose compuny Pet Halstead lost his
life, has made two visits to the murderer
Botts in his cell. She went at the re-
quest of Bott's friends, and against the
wishes of her father. The i1nterviews
between them were very aflecting. Both
were in tears. At the last interview they
embraced and kissed each other, and
made other demonstrations of sympathy
and of affection until separated by the
jailor,

- — e —

Waors 1v Excranp, —Different elnsses
of workmen in Chatham Dockyard have
sent up petitions to the Lords ot the Ad-
miralty asking for an increase: of wages.
No replies have yet been received by the
officers for the men. The laburers assert
that higher wages are urgently needed
from the dearness of provisions, their
ay now being §3.50 per week.

Doubtless |

The New Year.

“Wetake no note of time but from
ite lose.” The years come and go, and
we mark their commencement and their
termination, the one following hard
upon the other, Whether we have been
immersed in eares and duaties, or whether
we haveexperiemced vivid pleasures, or
whether the time has pa s0 quietly
that we have taken but little notice of ita
flight, we have yet gone onee more
through the round of months, and again
the New Yeur comes up to elaim its place
ia the coming history of the days that
are to be.

In the short interval that comes be-
tween Christmas and the New Year we
have an opportunity of reviewing the
past and anticipating the future. We
pause, and look backwards and forwards.
We look belore and alter, and nine for
what 18 not. ‘

Perbaps this is so, or perhaps we re.
joice in the attainment of somo objeet
we have desired. There are a fow peo-
ple—we wish there were mauy-—who can
'say that they have reached the summit
of their ambition. It was our ehance to
meet with one of these fortunate people
the ether dav, and she said : ** I m
| vary h:.‘lppy; I have everything I wish

for.” 1t does one good to hear now and
then of a person whose utmost wish Las
been gratified. We trust that among
our readers there ave some to whom the
Old Year has been thus bountiful, There
are no doubt others who will have to say
of the passing time,

“He gave me a friend, and a true, trne-low

And the New Year will take them away.' !
| 1ot us hope that in such eases ns these
the New Year will not only take awny,
but will give also ; will give uhundzmﬂ:ﬁr,
‘80 that it shall be remembered more [os
it gifts than for what it has taken.

Let us all turn to it with apticipations
of better things in the time that is to
come, We hope that the new leaf which
18 to be turned over will make a wonder-
ful difference in the style of the chapter

that is about to be written. Of course

we are sure that in many instances it
' will not, but the present is a sepaon of
looking forward with hope and confi-
dence, and we would not spoil pleasant
anticipations by any gloomy forebodings.
' For our readers, and for all those who
are dear to them, we wish a Happy New
' Year in the fullest and best sense of the
phrase,

- e e

An Eastern Love Story,

Kusa-Jatakaya, a Duddhistie legend,
has been rendered for the first time into
English verse, from the Binhales, by
Thomas Steele, of the Ceylon Civil Ser-
vice, and published in London by Trub-
ner & Co. It is the story of an Indian
Prince, son of the greatest soverzign of
Dambadiva (India), who is gifted with
| every intellectual and moral quality, but
il-favored in his personal appearance,
asks in marriage a princess of great
beauty, and has her brought in poap to
the court of the king, his father, As
soon as the lovely Prabavati has seen
her bridegroom, Prince Kusa, in broad
day-light, she takes te flight and returns
to her father's house, Kusa follows her,
| and after practising various trades in the
town where her father reigns, ends by
obtaining nccess to the palace, where, as
a cook, he distinguished himself by his
uncommon talent. But neither his culi-
- mary skill nor his lamentations move the
heart of Prabavati ; and, being insult-
ingly rejected, he is induced to return
to his native town. Immediately after
his departure, seven kings arrive, each
at the head of an nrmy, to demand the
hand of Prabavati, The father of the
princess is much embarrassed ; if he be-
stows his daunghter upon one of the seven,
| the other six will unite against him in »
war which may rnin his country, In
this dilemma, the king, touched with
compassion, for his people, decides that
' his daughter shall be ent into seven
| pieces, and the portions carefully equal,
l1zed so that the seven suitors may be
| satisfied, and no one made jealous,
| The prospect of this sevenfold mariiage
| causes Prabavati to reflect ; she begins
 to consider that Prince Kusa, whom she
|80 arrogantly rejected, is certainly not
 handsome, but full of intelligence, of
| constancy, and love ; that he is the sin
' of the most powerful king, and at the
| head of the most brilliant eourt to be
found ; she declares herself therefore
rendy to acoept hira as her spouse. Knsa
'has in the meantime returned ; by his
superior talents, without shedding of
blood, he defents and takes prisoners
the seven kingly suitors ; and as his
clemency equals his bravery, and Pra-
bavati fortunately has seven sisters, he
gives one in marriage to each of the
conquered kings. As for himself, his
ugliness is suddenly transformed into
beauty, he is married to Prabavati, *‘ and
they both live happy ever afterwarda."

Doctors at Fault,

The Louisville Courier-Journal givea
the following : It will be remembered by
many that on the 24th of December last
the wife of a well known German oiti-
gen, on Prestom street, between Green
and Jeflerson, was accidently shot in the
abdomen with a J)iﬂtﬂl by a man named
Richie, who fired at a man while in a dif-
ficulty, and missed his aim, shooting the
lady. Richie was also shot on the same
day, and died a few days afterwards.
The lady was in a very delicate condition
at the time the shooting, which made
the wound doubly dangerous, and caused
a very serions iesult soon after, An
eminent physician pronounced her in-
juries of such a nature as to preclude
the possibility of her ever again becom-
iing a mother. A week or two passed
 after the most serious consequences of
the affuir wore over, when the, wound
began rapidly to heal. She soon re-
guined her former health and strength,
aud in an incredibly short space of timo
she was in the performanée of her do-
mestic duties, hale and hearty as aver,
and to the astonishment of her friends,
in due time brought abpout a ecirenm-
stance that was the astonishment and the
sensational topie of all the neighborhood
yesterday. Sure enough, on Monday
evening this same lady gave birth to =»
boy baby weighing twenty pounds

Ladies who have just returned from
abroad report that large paniers have
gone entitely out of fashitn, and over-
skirts are made short and plain. They
also report that the latest style of dress-
ing the hair is in o simple coil at the
‘back, and the front hair smoothed ovee
'the forehead and put back pliialy be-
| hind the ears,




