Congrefs of the United States.
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. .

filling up with the words ¢ half a milhon
of dolars,”” a fum larger perhaps than

‘M. Mitchill rofe, and ofter ohferving

] W \ .

Wednefday, Fanuary 19, 1803:

'_.Mr.

Debate on the report of the commitice on [a
much of the prefidint’s meffge as relates 1o
navy _yhrd.r_and P T e O R

Mitchill moved -that the houfe do

sow refolve itfelf into a ‘committee of the

whole, to confider the report of thie felect
committee, to whom had keen referred

that part ofi the prefident’s meflage which

pelates to improvements o navy yards, and
the conftru@ion of adry dock at the city
of Walhington. N EAr R T s
The motion after a fhort converfation
was agreed to, and Mr. J. C. Smith took
e R R s e e R
The fivlt refolution was read in the fol-
towing words s:=—
 Refolved, That for fecuring from walte
and.Tefs the timber and other public pro-
perty on the. different navy yards, and to-
wards improving the fame for the greater
difpateh of bufinels, tlhe_ fecretary of the
navy, under the'direétion of. the prefident
of the United States, fhall.caufe the re-
quifite buildings and fheds to be erected,
and other needful repairs and improvements
to be made ; aad that for accomplifhing
the dame™ .07 7 dollars are hereby
appropriated, to be paid our of any mo-

&

 mies in the treafury not otherwife appro-

priated. : o |
Mr. Mitchill obferved, that there would

Be no need of much argument to coyince

the committee of the propriety of adopt- |

ing the propofition before them. There
were fix navy yards belonging to the nation.
There wes a'quantity of timber and materi-
als for naval preparations on each of them.
Thefe had been purchafed at great expence,
‘and dcpofited for future ufe. By virtue
of exifting contra@ls, more timber, parti-
cularly that for building the ix 74’s was
expeéted. When collected and delivered
at the feveral places of deltination, it

ought to be prelerved with ‘the greateft

care.  This timber was of the moft preci-
ous kind. Much of it was like oak from
the fouthern ffates, The quantity and
value of it in the y'ards at New-York, Port{-

‘mouth, Norfolk, Charlefton, Philadelphia

and Wathington, could be feen in the re-

ports of the {ecretary of the navy. Many

of the pi-eca's‘fdf Leels, ftems and ﬂcrn-pﬁ{ts,

were very feleéted and difficult to be pro- 1
cured.  That invalvable timber was grow-

~ing fcarce. In the progrefls of cultivation
and the arts, a large number of them had

‘been extirpated, aud according to the pre-

fent profpeds, a time would before long.

 arrive when fuch materials as we; m}w* }P'Q.L. |
{efs, and which are bought and paid for,

could not be got for money. s Some of
* thefe naval articles had already been dam-

aged for want of a féﬁfd-n-abl-g--q:pmé |
priation for their berter ‘_p'-rm:-efé;t_lsgé __:.fr?m_
‘t-hﬂ -\VE‘ﬁthET- Thﬂﬂﬁﬂiﬂg G '- oaun R g o T e T G b4 4 . R e ) |
 and the beating of the ftorms were both “bjf’& cﬂulﬂ be %F‘C‘?mphm?@s thﬂ advgncp
' ot | s of the fum required for the work, would

put the navy in foch a ftate of prefervati-

injurious to it, and unlefs their influence
was preclnded, they wonld foon ‘rende'!'"tt
unbit for the conltru&ion of fkps. I'o
preferve this timber from the uunavoidable
“decay, which awaited it, he hoped a mo-
devate fum of money might be fpared from
the treafury. The ereftion of fome {beds,
covers and buildiags fit to fhelter thelc
perifhable things, would’not require a large
amount. This was one of the cafes 1n
which the expenditure of a fmall number
of dollars would be produltive of great
and lafting good. To refufe it, would re-

{emble the miftaken economy of the man

who, after having built a magnificent
‘houfe, could not perfuade himfeli to buy a
lock for the fireet déor..” Mr. M. faid he
would call the attention of the committee

to another {ubje@ frictly connedted with

the one he had jult mentioned. Befides
the buildings contemplated, he thought
there ought to be an allowance of fome

money towards rcpairs and 1mprovements.

of fuch of the navy yards as the officer at

‘the head of that department fhould find 1t

moft convenient to employ. A fmall fum
to be expended in levelling ground, 1n
docking out, in ereCting cranes, a'nd the
like, will greatly contribute to the difpatch

of the pubiic buficefs. ~ Heé could mention

a cale ta cvince the good economy of fuch
“an appropriation as he afked for. On the
navy-yard at New-York, ‘oue of the fineft

‘and moft fele& fpotsion the coalt of the

 Atlantic, fome ftore houfes had been begun
- wer and confequently

and  were unfinifhed,
ufelefs, The agent, deprived of the
means of finifhing them, was obliged to
pay a confiderable {um yearly for ftorage
in the city of New-York. He believed
that an expenditure there, equal to one or
two years vent, which the nation muft un-
avoidably pay, would finifh thefe maga-
zines and naval depofitarics, and fave the
further neceflity of paying an extravagant
. rent. The receiving, overhauling, repair-

ing, and equipping of fhips, ordered to
~that great navalrendezvous, would be pro-

moted, and the public fervice fingularly
‘aided by it. Mr. Mitchell concluded by

moving that the blank. in the refolution

fhould be Blled wp Wit (e _words : oy '} deration of the merits of the relolution—

thoufand dollars.”
" Carried, without a divifion.
The fecond refolution was then read in
the following words.. e F
" Refolved, That for preventing rotten-

nels and decay in the thips of the navy,

the prefident of the United States be, and
hereby is authorifed, to caufe 2 dry dock,
" with convenient canals, locks, machinery,
\and water courfes, to be couftructed at or

b2 "{{.'ar the public navy yard in the city of

Vathington ; which dock fhall be capable
f containing twelve frigates, or fhips of
wr, and of preferving them dry-and fafely
fhetered frowm fun-fhine and rain ; and that
for tyrying the fame into effect Ay
 dollarsbe, and the fame hereby are appro-
priated; to be paid out of any monies in
the treafury not otherwife appropriatid.
| r 1.

could be fpared at this time from the trea-

{ury, charged with the redemption of the
public debt, moved that the committee
" | | iy ¢

" Mr. Rutledge expreffed a defire !.‘h_m:“4
the committee, previous to rifing, fhould
progrefs in the confideration of the report,
‘that ge-ntl.eme'rr who were preparcd miight |

offer their fentiments.

Mr. Mitchill again _
the committee, that his motion for the
committee to rife did not proceed from

any difinclination to difcufs the menits of |

the propofition now before them.  And

to convince the gentleman of his fincerity
_in this he withdrew the motion for rifing.

The hiftory of this proje&t was already
very well underftood. And the documents

printed and ‘exhibited for the _iﬁfnrmatinn'
{ of congrefs, had been, almoft ever fince

the {eflion commenced, before the eyes ot

‘the members.  The contemplated public |
work was predicated on a paragraph of
the prefident’s meffage at thé opening of |

ijdfi:,‘ and formed

- —

1 occurred to his mind, fome of which ‘in-

{ tion. A faék ftated by the engineer was
within the knowledge of perhaps every
- gentleman ; that the bed of the river call-

b ¢d the Faftern Branch (where it is pro-

the feffion. To elucidate the matters,
beautiful arid appropriate drawings of the
docks and its locks had been laid before
the houle.

and thefe had been forwarded for congrefli-
onal inftrution.
leét committee who reported the refoluti-
on, the recommendation was {o highly re-
{peftable, and the project fo plaufible, that
there was an unanimous vote in its favor.

Tor his own p_aft,' Mr. M, faid he was
willing to admit the project a feafible one, |
and for the prefent he fhould net difpute -

it. The warfare with Tripoli was now

upon our hands ; and we might have

other wars. The prefervation of the
thips of the navy was a great public ob-
je&. The common mode adopted by
tions, he believed, was to expend a confi-

derable fum of meney annually in repairs.

Ships could be hove down, or taken into
dry docks, and undergo all manner of

{earching, caulking, coppering and repairs.

In the ordinary mode of taking fhips in

fucceffively, one dbék,' “capable of ‘con-.
taining one fhip, would anfwer for a great

number; and each veflel, after being dried,

cl;:are.d Ellﬂd OVE!‘h au]cd, CDll]d be launched :

again into her element. The prefent pro-

warranted A{uch an --e.xpér;imcnt;

ample and correCt as would render’ them
precedents in the prefent inftance.  If the

on, that fhips fheltered within the dry
dock would remain a great length of time,
uninjured by common accidents.
regard to meww fhips, not lauched ner wet-

ted in fervice, there could be na doubt they

might be fo covered and protected as to
keep as well as furniture in.a houfe. While

dry and fhaded, there was no qgleﬂ;on of
its ability to remain found and nschanged.
But it was different with fhips that had |
grown foul and water fooked in the ocean.
It was very queftionable whether the damF-; .

' y | with feaman and artizans of different

nels acquired conld ever be fo thorough

| dried ouc as to prevent putrefadtion.  “I'he | AR
"] The engincer had furcher ftated that
planks and timbers, covered as they were -
with fleathing, copper, and ballaft,—
Enough moifture would, he feared, remain.
there to continue the procefs of corruption.

water imbibed would not eafily quit the

and decay in the wooden work, ‘Such a
mafls of timber, foaked through & through

would perhaps fall to pieces the fafter for
being bept a long time out of water. The
receptacle would prebably be damp, 'and |
Septie vapors with
moifture ~would exert their difmganiz-_

ventilation impertect,

ing powers. The atmofpheric heat being

grcater than the tempﬁraiuré of river wa-

tery, would accelerate the rotting in fummer,
| And the expanfive power of ice formed

from the Imbibed and confined ' water,

aight be expe&ed to do no fmall mifchief

When a fhip was under water

In winter.
her temperature was move equal, neither

{o hot in {ummer, nor cold in winter, as |
‘bodies above water 3 and confequently lefs.

expofed to the canfes of decay.
~He fhould not however proceed any fur-
ther at prefent on this copious {ubjelt ;

but {ufpended further -remarks until he
fhould hear from the gentlemen who had

turned ther attention to the projeét, how

this novel and ecoromical prepofition pre-
fented itfelf to their underftandings, and

whether they felt any doubts like thofe

which occupied his own. ¥

Mr. Euftis. - Whether the motion for
the committee’s rifing be perfifted in or

‘withdrawu, we find the refult to be the

{ame. Gentlemen will ‘go into the confi-

and as the whole fubjett is betor¢ us, an

interchange of ideas may be ufeful .

forming our”judgment and leading to a
decifion. - |

- Every pmpa_fal which has for its object

the proteétion or prefervation of the navy

peculiarly fo to the diftriét he had the ho-
nor to reprefent. | cl
der confideration feveral objeétions had

ftead of being removed, were confirmed

by .t-'hc obfervations of the chairman of the

committee who had reported the relolu-

Surveys and eftimates had
‘been made by engineers an_dl_gaqmetncians,

Coming before the fe-’

na+

ject was fomewhat.different. It medirat-
ed a dry dock, or receptacle, in which
‘twelve large fhips could be laid up at once. |
He did oot know how far expericnee had |
_ But he .
had been told of fomething of the fame :
kind done in Sweden ; and it' had been {aid |
that Venice had an eftablilhment of a like
| natare. But the details of information
concerning them were far from being fo

With .

ly 300 miles from the occan.

was interefting to the Atlantic flates, and’ 4

To that which was un-

But admitting

that this loofe foil will be wafhed into and
impede the operations of the firft lock ;

the dry dock, and the water of the Thier
fufficient at all feafons of the year to fill
the dry dock and to float them back into
the river., We then meet the queltion,

Is there not danger that heavy
(hips refting for along time on compara-
tively {mall refting points, will be racked
and injured in their frames? And will

they be preferved from decay ? As part of

the dock will probably be funk beneath

L1

the furface of the ground, and as the

walls are to be conltruéted of {olid mafoury

and made water proof, he was very much

inclined to the opinton of the gentleman

from New-York, thart it would be extreme-

| ly difficalt to ventilate it effectually ; that

there muft be a moilture unfavorable to

‘the prefervation of wood, iron and cop-

per. On the other hand, fhould it be
found pralticable to ventilate perfeily,
and to render the' air within the arfenal as
dry as'the external atmofphere, was there
not reafon to apprehend the fame confe-

| quences which we have obferved in boats

and’ fmall vellels which are hauled out of
the water, and placed under cover from
the fun. DBy the fhrinking of the wood
will not the copper fall off, and the expence
of new coppering be incurred when they
are taken out for ufe? The fuccefs of the
experiment was unucertain, It was not
known to him that any of the European

nations had adopted this plan, They had

incurred immenfe expence in building, and
‘it was to be prefumed they had fallen on

]

pafed to ere®: the works) confifts of a | difpofition unfriendly to it. With every
“that the blank ‘in the refolution requived i loofeand fhifcing earth, which readers it ih

| uncertain to what depth it-will be necefla-
. ry to. go for a foundatinn for the {lone
- wallswhieh is roform the front of the firlt
lock 3 the elevation and breadth or thick-
nefs of the wall canuot therefore be afcer-
“tained, ‘nor the expence which will ‘be in-
corred i 1ts {tracture.
that a foundation can be had at a réafona- |
‘ble depth, and that: there is no danger

| ifﬂdinati‘on to folter the interefls of the city, {
he was apprebenfive this was not a meafure
calculated to produce that effect. Should

“let us imagine the locks and dock com- |
pleted, according to the plan and at the
eftimated expence, the fhips hauled into

 felf fally prepared to decide on the fub-

‘remarks on what had been obfcrved by
‘the gentleman from Maffachafetts, (Mr.
Euftis.)—~It is true that the bottom of
the Eaftern Branch is generally a deep |
~ But the engineer had reported
‘a {pot adjoining the navy yard, as the
place moft proper for the docks ; where, |
fortunately, there was a gravel bottom,

| whether the great obje@ of the work, the |
prefervation of the fbips will be effeCted. It
“is propoefed to fupport them by blocks or
| props. |

\

and to retard inftead of promoting its
growth and population 2 |

"

the work be completed at the eltimated
expence of - doliars, and fail,
from any of the caufes which have been
glanced at, to anfwer the public expetiati-
on, or the ufeful objefts on which it is

founded, will not the neccflavy confequence

be a dilcouragement to future enterprizes,

Mr. S. Smith faid he would not obje& to
the committee rifing, as he was not him-

ie@. He would, however, make a few

mud.

{fufficiently folid for the conftruétion of the

[ firlt lock : the fecond would be on folid
ground, as defignated on the drowing.— |
He had no doubt but that the lock could |

be made. The {econd would form a good
dock for building or repairing fhips of

~war. Refpefting the arfenal, he confeffed

himfelf at a lofs to form a correét opinion.
He did not, however, believe that there

would be any more danger of the fhips

hogging when lowered down, by drawing

~ventilated as to dry the floor timbers of

fhips that had been any time in the water, |
was an experiment yet to be made.

“knew of no experience from which a jadg- |

off the water, on their blocks, than when }
Experience has thewn that

on the ftocks. lence
thips repaired in dry docks are fubjected to
a fimilar rifque, and yet few accidents hap-
pen in thofe docks. Whether fhips pat
into fuch an arfenal could be fo completely

He

ment could be formed. Ie had fcen at
Venice above tweuty (hips of war in the ar-

fﬂﬂ&lu Cﬂ,tnplﬂcly-u'ndcr Cb'?ef’ each lying
afloat in its ewn dock, with ftores on each

' fide, in which their materials were depolfit-

the beft means of preferving their (hips. |
| 1n works of fuch magnitude he thought It |
:-nﬂre'prlldenl: to follow, than td lead the
praétice of older and more experienced |

nations. It was ftated in the report, on i

the authority of a very réfpe@abla naval |

officer, that an experiment of this kind

tion of one of their admirals; but it was

obvious. jTiltprﬁfﬁﬂt ,___'ﬁaté;_of our navy

tion of tide docks in one or two of the

| navy yards where the water was deep, and
the fitnation otherwile eligible. One of §

the frigates requires coppering at  this

vifion. He further doubted the expedi-
ency of ere@ing at this time fo large an
arfenal in this place ; he {hould prefer that
the fhips fhould bé moored not all in any

one place, but mearer-to the ocean, and.

to the populous towns which abounded
kinds,

the. dry docks might allo be: ufed as a
building place 3 and there could be no
doubt it would afford a moft commedi-

ous one. ~But he doubted ‘whether it

was: juftifiable to provide an arfenal  for
building: on {o extenfive a plan at this
time and with the prefent population of
this city. |

_ "Whétlier  fhips were to be. built or re-

paired, he believed the work would be
carried “on with greater advantages and
difpatch in the neighborhood of large
fea.port towns, which afforded a choice
and a competition of workmen. |

In the {prefent ftate of the navy, and
_confidering the great extent of our coafl,
he could not think it advifable to conftruét
an arfenal on fo large a fcale at any one
place, and _q[})ecia]'l)r at a diftance of near-

He fhould

in the vicinity of populous towns contain-
ing materials and artizans for building and
repairing. - At fome of thele places tide-
‘docks might be conftructed without'a ve-
ry great expence. e had been informed
that at one of the yards a dock might be
made for 10,000 dollars ; but he could not
be anfwerable for the correéinels of the
ftatement. A f
called for. The fervice atually required
it.  Ships returning from long voyages
wanted repairs. One of the fbips which
has been repaired at a great expence, ought
to be coppered immedt:tely. And itis faid

than to have it done in this country. The
want of fuitable docks and wharves 1s
among the reafons. . | |
Whether it be owing to fome error in
the mode of confiruétion, or to whatever

in' lefs. than balf t
other nations.  Some of them were, he was

preferve them.

* Thefe were the obflervations which had
occurred to him on the fubjeét. He would

prefer @ diftribution of them in fome of
| ‘the navy vards nearer the fea-board, and

apprehenfive, in fnch a ftate that no cover
| could 70 )

worthy of obfervation “ that. they. were
‘making the ‘experiment in deep water, and
on the fide of arock ; and that the firft, |
if not all their ‘docks were to be tide | inthe Tiber being infufficient, that objec- |
| dockst; the adyantages  of .mﬁiingl Jocks | tion was done away by the refervoirs con- }
in places where the tide rofe eight or ten |
feet, in preference 1o thofe where it rofe

“only fouror five(as in this river) mufl be

time 3 others will require repairs 3 which
canpot well be effeéted without {uch a pro-

it will be cheaper to fend her to Europe,

other caufe, our ﬁug'#”uf, war have decayed H
e time than thofe of

_wait for thofe of other gentlemen after
| adding, that it was with reluctance he,
ftated fome of the objections which applied
_particularly to this place, as the expreilion

- was making in Sweden by the recommenda.

ed—He was told that the whole number

could be put to fea in twent or.thi'rt}r days

notice—He did not believe that a dock one

foot above the tide, on dry gravelly ground;
and of a fize to contain "t‘!ﬂi'ti‘?j}"i-"'e;ﬂ'l{ipsj,‘r when | T¢
| paﬂd Meffrs. Bt‘ﬁﬂt,
that ngt,hing_wauld dry. ‘_Hc.be‘lievéd that |
lf the garb-ﬁfd ﬁreakﬂ ﬂf ﬁaﬁlh'. fhipjwert '

covered over, would be a place fo dam

taken off, and ftreaks taken off their ceil-

“ing at proper intervals, that a carrent of

dry air would be introduced fufficient ‘to

| keep the fhips fweet—experience only
| could (hew whether there would be enough

required, heapprehended, the conftruc- *-

WA provifion of this kind was

to dry the timbers completely s for himfelf
he doubted.  As to thie quantity of water

templated. He bad fo great a refpeét for
the engineer, that he did not believe he
would commence a-plan of this importance

unlefs he was certain of fuccefs. He would |
not commit his charalter without every

probability. of fucceeding. ~Mr." S, faid

he knew the {pot, and believed that nature

had feldom pointed out one more proper.

than that contemplated.  The Eaftern
Branch was central, the water de¢p, and
being fo' frefh as to furnifh fhips for their
voyage; could never be affected by the
worm-—the diftance from the ica maL:s it

fafe againft any immediate or fudden {iroke
of an enemy ; of courfe peculiarly proper:
" The Potro-’
mak and aother waters of the Chefapeake,

for ‘building fhips of war.

offer great fupplies of the beft of ozk,
walnut, locuft and mulberry.. The 'mafls
got in the neighborhood of Norfolk, are
nferior to none.  Sufguehanna offers an in-
exhapitible ftore of pine for mafts and fpars.

There, and there only, could be procured

the mafts for Algiers— North-Carolina is
in its vicinity to fupply naval ftores, and

-on the Potomak mines of the belt  iren

ore are known, and worked. He believed

it a faé admitted, that the oak of Chefa-
peake, and particularly of Iaft and North!
“rivers of Virginia, lafted in fhips nearly |

double the time that the oak of the Eaft.
ern fhips did. He believed that the in-
duftry of our Eaftern brethren had nearly
exhaufted their beft timber ; for if he bad
been rightly informed, the keel of the
Conftitution, built in Bofton, was brought
from Jerfey. The gentleman will admit
all this, but he afks where are the men?
They are to be had on an exigency no
‘where byt in large towns. Wherever,
faid Mr. 8. there_is plenty of work, and
plenty of money to pay, there men will

go : they will be brought from the Eaft- |

ern ftates, and from the rivers of Chefa-
peake ; commence building, give employ-
ment, and men will not be wanting.. The

queftion is, whether itis cheaper to bring

the men to the {pot whereall the materials
are, or to carry the materials to the men.

But the water of the Potomak is not fuf-
ficiently deep for fhips of war. It was
deeper he believed than the Delaware, and |

as deep as the entrance to New-York, he

was informed that the {hip Conftellation }
touched going out of that port. It was
" true that it was deemed prudent to lighten:

the large frigates, when they came up the
Potomak, but it is believed that thofe of

| 22 feet draft would have been in'no danger,
| bad they come ‘up without, ' It 1s true

i

that the navigation of this river is fome-
times tedious, but never dangerous ; that
of the Chefapeake is inferiorto noinland na-.
vigation that he knew. - The intention of
ereCing dry docks was not coufined to
this place alone, he bad underitood that at
the navy yard, near Bolton, a convenient
fpot offereds itfelf, and that docks built
there might be filled from the Middlefex
canal. It was coutemplated t6 make the

experiment under the eye of goverpment,

and if fuccelsful here to extend it to Bof-
ton 3 for'his part, Mr. S, faid, he would

of fimilar ideas bad becn conltrued into & willingly give his confent to building docks

at Bofton, when brought forward at a
"'pi'oper'time, - AR S T N
Mr. 8. agreed  that more c¢onveni~
ence for building and reparing of fhips -
offered in large and populous cities'; ‘yet
fome of curbeft (hips for merchant fervice,
are built 10 fmall towns,.and indeed where
there was no town :  he alluded to the (hip
builders im Eaft and North rivers in "Virgi.
nia, and excellent builders on the E. fhore
of the Chefapeake. Expedition will al
~ ways be good under the eye of the maiter,
1 even when the means appear fewer.  Some

| experience bas been had by government,

Has any of the fhips, he afked, ordered
for the Mediterrancan from Bofton, New-
York, Philadelphia, or Norfolk, been put
- to feain the timig that the thips New-York
and John Adamswere difpatched from this
‘city ? he believed the former was ready ia”
fifteen days, the lattcrin 21 days, and he
migiit day thavaot one ot tnofe fromlarge
ports, were dilpatched 1 lels than fix or
eight wecks.; The truriy was that men
1 could be brought trom the lurge townsin
the union to inan them, while the thips
were rigging. s | |
Mr. S. Said he had made thofe few hafly
Obfgjr#a-tffohs"' in: anfwer to the gentlemaan
(Mr. Eultis), but he believed, it wouid
be improper to prefs gentlemen at this
{eflion into a déci-t{:‘:}n on a fubjeft of tuch
“importance ; he believed alfo that it wonld
~be prudent at this time to make no appro-
priation of money that could be avoided.
A peaceful object fuch as the arfenal for

the prefervation of our fhips might be poit~

- poned until another feflion, when more in-
formation may probably be had, and when
we fhall better know whether we can fpare
the money from objets that may be more
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ey Tbmjf% ‘fanuary 20, ¥803,
Refolved, That a commirtee be appoint-
ed to enguire whether any, and ﬁgany,
what alterations.are neceflary in the law,
entitled * Ana& to amend the judicial
{yftem of the United States 3 "and’ to re-
port thercon by bill or otherwife.
Meflrs. Brent, Perkims angd Jones were
appointed the committee,
-~ Mr. Breat, from the committee  ap-
pointed on the 211t ult. on the petition of
fundry inhabitants of Alexandria, made a
report which was .a‘gtﬁtd to as follows :
/an Horue and Tall-
mz%{f appointed a committee to bring in
AL 2 ) § RN RS
- Refolved, That, whenfoever the legifla-
ture of Virginia {hall pafs a law authori-
fing the incorporated fociety of that flate,
known by the name of ¢ the Mutunal Infur-
ance Soctety on buildings in Virginia againft
accidents by fire,” to extend their infu-
rances on buildings in the county of Alex-
andria, agreeable to the fame laws, rules and
regulations by which the .;f&i;l,__,_{fﬁcfi?é' y is
governed. in their infurances in that’, .ate,
| from thenceforth it fhall be lawful for tlie
faid fociety to have the fame right and
mode of i‘if{:ﬂ\fﬁ'rif]g i the courts of the
county of Alexavdria“againt any inhahit.
ant thereof, fo enfuring with the faid ‘fo-
ciety bis building in the faid county againft
accidents by fire, which might be had
aainft kimy if the perfon {o tnbfuriﬂ‘g, was
a citizen, and the buiidings {o infured fitu-
ated 10 the ftate of Virgiora,
The houfe again relalved itfelf into a
- committee of the--t?ﬁo.lc; Mz, Jobn: C,
Smith in the chair—on,the report of the
committee to whom was referred fo much
of  the prefident’s meflage as relates to na-
vy yards and the building of the docks.
After a confidgration of the fame, the
‘commiteee rofe, and reported that they
had agreed tothe firft refolution, as flated
10 oor laft, and had made further"pr'ogrzfsr
| in the fecond refolution. Tty
The houfe proceeded teconfider the re-
port, ‘agreed to the firft refolution, and
appointed Meflrs. Mitehill, Rutledge,
| Hanna, Wad{worth and Mott a commit-
tee to bring in a bill pur{uant thereto.
~ On the gueltion whether the committee
thould have leave to [?t again on the fe-
cond refolution, it pafled 1n the negative.
On which the following motion ‘was
ndeatd aguped Bo 1T RIEORT B0
 Refolved; That a committee confifting of
Meffrs. Mitchill, Rutledge, Hanna, Wadl. |
worth and Mott, be appointed to enquire
into the ufefulnefs and propriety of con-
truéting a dock or docks at either of the
public navy yards, or elfewhere within the
United States, for the building and repair
of fhips of war: L. LR G lentiong

Friday, Fanuary 21, 1803. '
An engroffed bill for incorporating an
infurance company in the city of Wathing-
ton, was read athird time, and paffed——
Avyes 32---Noes 28. - '
~ An engroffed bill fer the relief of Hugh
Alexander, was read a third time, and
SRl < s T San e
The houfe went into committ of the
whole on the bill amendatory of the aétto
incorporate the city of Wafthington—Mr.

.

J.°C. Smith m the chair.
| Several amendments were made; when
the committee rofe and reported the bill,
‘which was poltponed till Monday next.
" On motion of Mr. Dennis the houfe
took into counfideration a refolution, laid
fome time. fince on the table, for the ap-
‘pointment of a committee to enguire into
‘the expediency of contimiing the mint at
Philadelphia, and to enquire what altera.
tions or improvements can be made in that
etablifbmenky > o0 S iy s e
Mr. Dennis. obferved that the prefent

law would expire on the third day of March
next. . It was time, thercfore, to take or-
der on the fubjefts .He thought the en-
quiry propofed by the refolution a very
propercone. . If the refult of fach engniry
“were 'that important improvements could
be made, bhedhould vote for the contina-
ance of the inflitution ; if otherwile, he
thould vote for its entire aboligion,




