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vable of .that ; at the fame time that they | fuch intelligence. But the houfe would, | the honoarable gentlemad had-alloded, Jad <

taken place previous to Jord W ingw yil)%s -

leaving Panis.. “Asto the complaict ¢f 1a., .

- difpofition pn, the part of his’ imejclty’s -

- goverument, to give Irformation, he was *
fatisfied the: houfe weuld met: be difpafed.

_ IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
., HQUSE of COMIIONS. . .
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~ The changellor of the exchequer maved

may be confidercd as affording the ftrong- | no doubt, recolle® the Jdifference in fuch
elt manifetatiod of a hoftile mind, when | cales between atime of war and 4 timeof |
the reneral caufe of complaint eame to be | peace. In time of war it might be diffi-
ftated to the public. . With refpe@ to Swir.-| cult to obtain information, and dangerous
zerland, the remonftrance had been nale | even to communicate the {uhitance of it

on, he came now to the immediate matter
of-hig natice, which was the {ubltance of-
“all intelligence relative 1o armaments in the

. ports of Fraince and Hoiland. His majef--
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without injnry to his majefly’s

that the papers relative to the negociation
fhould be laid on the table.

Mr. Gréy moved for the papers necefla-
i Hliin (hew that armaments were going an’

in the quts_c‘f Fraace and Holland at the

jﬁﬁ}‘f’ﬁ meffage turned on two points, the

exifting difcuffion and the military prepa-
rations. - It was 1mportant, therefore, to

kaow the truth of the exiftence of_the
armaments, abd afterwards thewr nature

in 2 note werbale to M, Otto, to which no

goveramerit : only an oftenfible difpatch
was fhewn by M. Otto, much to the ef-
fect of the note tosthe Datavian minifter,

written aniwer was returned by the Freach

but in time of peace, as was ftated by

the
ri;rht honoralye gentleman (the chancellor |
of the exchbequer) in time of profound |
peace, whieii#ccefs was open to every Eng- !
lithman to vifit what prrts of France he

to. condemn them. No: government had
cver undergone a feverer ordeal fince the
treaty of Amiens to the prefent hout,s= -
The papers on the table had heen carefuily
fcle@ted, for the purpofe of giving the.

time of the king’s firlt meilave caleulated | and amownt.  'Oa this point there was no | which appeared in the Moniteur. The | thought proijt'r, to mfpe@t the ports of | houle every fatisfattory mformatien,  IF
to--{%ﬁ-‘a‘ir:’ foar of an invafion. i information befare the honfe, and France | fubltance uf this note was, without flating | Boulogne, Dankirk, Cherburg, &e. &c. | any gentleman thould defite more, his mae

Mr. Addington (aid thefe parts were of
a {ecret nature, nnd conld not be produced
' flc?rviccr--
Adjourned.
May 10.

Mr. Grev, in confequence of the refuf-
al of the right honorable gentleman oppo-
fite (the chancellor of the exchequer) to
anfwera qaetion whichhe put tohim yefter.
day, ina manncr in whichbe might have an-
{weredit, without any violation of his duty,
at-the fame time that it would be affording

great convenience to thie houle, rofe to re-

new his motion of laltnight. He was not
forry for the delay, asit bad given him an
opportunity of looking over the papers
that had ‘becp prefested, and of feeing,
though he could not pretend to have ¢x-
aminsd them with perfedt accuracy, that
there were many poiats i them on which
it was his duty to call for farther 1aforma-
tion pand this iptormation was fo neceffary
that be thought much argument would not
he regured to induce the houle to com-
nrand it e thould theretore ahftuin from
all argument thiat conld tend to prejuchice
the general queltion to, be difeaffed next
Monday,  'he ovly phive on which he
fhould ¢ommut imm {ail W3, ‘uy ﬂatiﬂg, that
on the molt ftriking points, thofe poInts
which are trongly fated and clearly made
out by miniflery, as allording the'belt and
moit jultifiable groinds. of. war, no Anfor-
mation at all was g?vﬁn, or at Jeafl very
little. . The hrl pomnt bhe' fhouvid notice,
was,  the violence {tated tobe offered to his
majelty’s vell ls, withoutsproper redrels or
complaint h-inzmade. Itany thing couid
be a fatisfaciory canle for .war, tis was
certainly the moft fatisfadtory ;. and the
heufe wounld vecolledt with whit unanimity
it had f=~lioned and {opported the mea-
furcs takea by gavernment, cn - the fame

principle, with refpe@ to Nootka Sound.

This point, however, ‘which it was of {o
much im_.i_*tam:ﬂ to liave ont clear-
Iy, was bt flighily 2 d iacidentally men-
tioned in the papers prefected. He fhould
therefore move, in the firlt inltance, that
there be laid before the honfe copices of all
papers relative to reprefentations of vio-
lence offered to hig majelty’s fhipsand vel-
fels made to the Trench government from
the 1t March, 1802, to the 1t March,
1803, together with the anfurers thereto.
The next point he (hoyld notice wae the

‘mde

'.ap"pmq-.!:mt’:ﬂ[ r.‘:f -Pﬁfﬁit}t';ﬁ in t.hc d(‘ffﬂ'l"i‘!)?if}ﬂ'

of comniercial agents; hut whofe real cha-
ralter together with the infirultions given
tothem, gave reafon tq uhink that their
miffion was of .a holtile and treacherons
paoure. 1his was afo a great point 1o the
jultification 3 but he could find.1n the pas
pers prefeated no particolar ftatement vof
reprefentation made, and fatisfa&ion refuf-
ed. He."—fhaﬁ?ﬁ_ld, therefore, move for co-
pies of all reprefentations relative to the
perfons appointed as. commercial agents
from Trance 1 the ports of Great Britam
and Irciand, together with the anfwers to
the fame. There was allo mentioned-in

~ the pawers prefented, a paper dire&ed toa
“perion of ~the name of -Fauvelet, at Dub-

: e, : g i
ho, dircéling hiny to procire the foundings

of the harbor. ‘In order to form an accu-
rate judgment ‘of this matter, the time

fhonld be particularly fpecified, that the

houfe fhould be clear as 1o what, if clear.
by eftublithed was a more jult cavfe of
complaint, and if explanation was refufled,
on complaint, was a juft cavle of war, He
therelore moved, for the dates of the in-
firoctions of Talleyrand ro Fanvelet, and
the anfwdrs of Talleyrand, {pecifying the
dates.  The next matter related to the
lf'rt:nc-h tYOUPS in Holland, 1ﬂ*hi_ch*a1_";_p.-::ar_e_d
to have been taken dp rather late. as a
ground of compiaint.: He {(hould move

for reprelentations on this fubjelt, previ-
Cons to the Sth of March laft, together

with the anfwers. He ¢ame next to the
fubjeét of the conful’s expreflions to the
lezflative body on the 224 of February,
and fhould move for copies of all repre.
fentations’ thereunon, togrether with the
anfwers, He next came to Switzerland ;
for 1t appeared now, that minilters had
taken fome fleps about that country. He
fhould move for a copy of the note ver-
baie prefented to M. Otto, relative to
Switzeriand, on the 1oth O&ober, 1802,
together with the anfwer thereto, if any,
1o the nest point,. dates and times were ex-
tremedy important. It was known that
orders weve [ent ont to evacuate the Cape,
according to the trepty of Amiens: It was
known ‘that in Oclober orders were fent
out to retain pofleflion of it, contrary to
that treaty, and that contrary orders were
fince then feat out, in confequence of
which the Cape was evacvated. He
fhouid therefer D move for copies of all
orders relativze 10 the Cape of Good: Hope,
with the dates. . As the power of France
and its great increafe were ftated in the de-
claration as a caufe for departing from the
tréaty of Amiens, till our power (hould
receive fome addition to maintain the rela-
tive fitoation, it was neceflary, that if
Francg tade any affignment of territory,
_which was [o far a diniivution of her pPOW-
~&r, parliament thould be acquainted with it.

In this view, he would move fbr cnpies cf
all papers relative to the ceffion of Louifi-

ana by I'rance to America;if that import-
agt and benclicial cellion had really been
made. . Another gentleman had given no.
tice'of a motion for papers relative to the

anfiexation of Piedment and the 1dand of

|
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but 50 hulks,

denied the fa&. Tlie French government
afferted, that there was nota fingle fhip of
the Hne in thofe norts ; that there were
two.frigates in the ports of IHolland, and
only three corvettes in the road of Dud-
kirk., The houfe had there'ore to dirft its
jedgment, .no proof on onc fide, and a de-
nial on the others wunlels, indeed, the
right honorable gentleman would make a
diftingnifiment between milizary and na-
val preparations, with the fame ingenuity
with wiich be difbioguithed between fhips
ready for {fea and fhips manned. IHe dif.
cisimed, for the noble lord at the head of
the admiralty, foch paltry fubteriuges, as
that when the public was tanght to expeét
a fleet of go fail, 1t was to be afterwards
mfulted, by being told nothing was meant
He loved and admired the
noble lord at the liead of the admiralty,
but he had no heflitation jn faving, that if

o -
he had not in every fea a force fupertor to

any thing that was to encounter it, be. de-.

But he
did not fear the teft ; avd as he could not
conceive how fhips conld be ready for fea
without being manned, o aeither could he
underftand bow foldiers, without the
means of conveying them to apy part of
onr territory, could be dreaded as invaders.
He f{hould, therefore, move for the {ub-

ferved the {everell punifhment.

ftance _of all mformation relative to the |
He knew the bar

force in thofe ports.
that would be fet up againft him, that it
would be dangeraus to take any fteps that
could tend to the difcmery of the fecret
channels by which infermation was ¢btain-
ed. Ie was, however, prepared with
precedents from the journals, of the fub-
(tance of information being commanded
and produced, mercly concealing the names
of perfons. ‘I'here was ane cale in 1756,
when an addrels was voted for information
relative to the force inToulen for the inva-
fion of Minorca. Similar orders had been
made in 1782, for information concerning
the movements of the Spanifh fleets in Ca.
diz and errol 3 and the force that remain-
ed in Breft atter admiral Darby failed in
1981, He put it to the noble lord, whe-
ther there was not equal neceflity for infor-
mation now, and whether it wonld not be
a {ufficient fecurity for the channels by
which the information was derived, if the
names of the perfons were fupprefled ?
He fhould, thercfore, move for the {ub-
tance of all information relative to arma.

ments in the ports of France and Hol.

land, on the 3d of March, 1803,

Jiord Hawkefbury hoped that althongh
the honorable gentleman’s motions were to
be put fingly, lie fhouid be allowed to
make a few obfervations en them eollec-

tvely, without meaning to prejudice the

general gqueftion.  And firft there was one
- obfervation which it was matcerial to lay
hefore the boufe.  If the honorable gen-
tleman fuppofed, on reviewing the declasa-
~tions, that many of the caufed lated were
not fingly fuiicient ground for war, 1t was
not the policy of the government to make
it anpear that war was refolved upon on
this talt or the other. ~ Thcre were a num-
ber of falts, of which fome were, perhaps,
ingly, fullicient ground for war; others,
whith though not fufficient grounds in
themfelves, yet when put m;._v_"'tf't'her, were
not lefs material than the greater fa&ts, as
affording evidence of the hoilile intention.
The boufe would bear in mind that the
ftatement was defligned to fhew the general
peaceable condi & of the country, while
the conduét of I'rarce gives the ttrongeft
evidence of a hoiile mind towards this
country. It was fit that this fhould be
underftood geneially, before he came to

The honorable gentleman ftated that vio-
tence had been offered and that fatisfa&ion
had been refufed. The fadt was, that no
(atisfaltory anfwer had been given, and
there was fome difference between. that
and an abfolute refufal. The honorable
gentleman was miftaken if he thought
there was no evidence of thofe faéts, for
lord Whitworth had ftated them, and had
not been contradiéted. He had no objec-
tron to this motion, for it was his wifh to
give every infomatien that could be given
with propriety. With regard to the fe-
cond motion, concerning the commercial
agents, the honorable gentleman had great-
ly exaggerated the matter on one fide, and
gone beyond what the complaint would
bear out.  The complaint of his majeliy’s
government was this, that when no com-
mercial repulation fubfited between this
country and Irance, a fpecies of agents
were fent into this country, who were not
recognized or received in any other coun-
try vot connefled with I'rance by a com-
mercial treaty. ‘T'he circumftance was
ftated as {ufpicious, and likely to cover
the refidence of perfons improper to be
received in this country. His majefty’s
miniiters therefore advifcd that they thould
be withdrawn, and they were [o, with the
exception -¢f one, who was fent away
vfrom  the ifland of Jerfey : others had
not gone to ‘their deftination,” As -to
any written reprefentation, he was not
clear whether there was any on this fubjeét.
- With refpedt to any remonftrance on the
| exprefiions in the legiflative bedy, no
| tormal reprefentation had been made upon
I thew, nor did be fee whiciher ihey were ca-

Elba ; he therefore fhould not touch upon P
them,  Having faid this much, in additi-

l

E particuiars. Tle hon. gentleman flated
too largely when he called for copies of |
reprefentations by ambafladors, and an-
fwers oiven or refufed, in his firft motion.

.contributed to that event.

what the French government intended to
do, that the independence of the Batavian

republic fhould be refpeéied. Whether the

correfponded with that, 1t was for the
hou'e and the public to judge.

With refpect to the next quelijon; on
which the honorable gentleman called for
informatron, ¢ the evacuation of the Cape.
of-Good-Hope,” the noblelord wonld not
objefl to that motion. He was willing,
that every document that cowld throw a
ight on the fubje@, {liould be praduced.
As to the ceflion of Loufiana to the A me-
ricans, a document had been received on
the 1mpeortant {ubjelt from the very re-
fpeftable gentleman who reprefented the
A merican government, and he had no ob-
je&tion to produceit : he fhould, however,
obferve, that mintiters had not.come to a

knowledge of the fa@ ull after the clofe |

of the negociation.  Without entering in-
to a difcufiion of the negociation, he would
fubmit, whether the conduét obferved by
his majelly’s government might not have

With regard

to the continnance of the Trench troops

in Holland, he couvld ftate that no repre.

fentation had taken place on thar fubjeét.
As to the laft motion of the honorable
gentleman, for the {ubftance of the in.
formation received concerning the military
preparations i the ports of France and
Hu?’:and, the noble lord thought it his duty
to objedl to it. Ile fhould not pretend to
fay that the boufe of commons could not
infilt on fuch information, if ftrong cir.
cumfitances fhould require it 3 but he felt
it his doty to oppele the produ&ion of
any papers which ‘may be attended with
confiderable inconvenience, by breaking

- up the channels of communication. . That

there were conliderable armaments 1in
France na gentleman could deny, and the
papers on the table {ulficiently proved.
T'he armaments in this conntry were not
the public a& of his majefty’s government,

but of the T'rench government, which had

armed with a view to produce an effeé on
the negociation, In the expofe that po-

~vernment had declared 1ts intention to put

the avmy on the war eftabliimdnt, only a

fortnight before his majelty’s meflage,
‘That declaration was an evidence of the-
hight in which the armaments in Holland

ought to be viewed ; and he would afk
any gentleman if fuch a circumftance
would not juftify his majefty’s government
10 calling out t?he-i milirta, which could not
be done without a meffage ? Under thefe

impreffions, he was confident that both the

(pirit and the ‘terms of the meffage were
borne out, and ‘that the exiltence of confi-
derable armaments 1 the ports, and a great

military force ‘in' the ‘interior, warranted

precautionary meaflures on our part. " He

was defirons to give the houfe every 10-

formation it could fairly require, but he
thould firmly Gppole any communication
from which conliderabie inconvenience may

- arife, without any adequate benefit.

Mr. Whithread was fenfible that the
houie mutt *teel themfelves much indehred

- to his honorable friend for the motions he

ol this day brought forward, as they muft
afford to the houfe an opportunity of ob.

_taining more arﬁp]c and fatiﬂfa&or}f. infor-

mation re{pelting the great quellion which
was {o foon to come under their confidera-
tton. T'he honorable gentleman then fol-
lowed up the arguments urged by his ho-

- norable friend (Mr. Grey); he infifted

that 1" effenfive expreflions had been made
ufe of by the firlt conful 1n his communi.
cation to the legiflative body, minifters had
fatled in their duty-at the time in not call-
ing for an explanation of thofe expreffions.
Minifters had allo laid much ftrefs on the
mifiion of the commercial agentsin the more
confiderable fea.port towns of the empire,
and of the views and proje&ls which they
were comm fioned to prof,ecute. But the
noble lord confeffed that this caufle of com:
plaint had been done away; foron a repre.
{entation of it to general Andreoffi, thofe a-
gonts who had already arrived were fent a.

way, and the arrival of thofe who were pre-

Pa-ring to come over was {ufpended. This,

1o his mind, was a fatisfa®ory explanation

upon that point. = As to the cafeof Switz.
erland, the note verdale upon that point was
communicated both to the minifters of our
government, and to thofé of the ether gov-
ernments of Euvrope. But there was ano-
ther point upon which the houfe muft un-
doubtedly be anxious to obtain fomeinform-
tion.. The point he alluded to was, what
communications, if any, had taken place
fince the departure of lord Whitworth
from Paris, between Mr, Talbot and the
French government. In the prefent flatc

of the country, furely no information

could be more material or more requifite

for the houfe to be in poflcflion of before

they came to any decifion on the great
queftion. Now as to the more immediate -
obje€t of his konorable friend’s motion,
viz. the obtaining information refpecing
the armaments, their extent, deftination,
&c. &c. faid tobe carrying on in the ports

ot France and Holland, he was ata lafe
‘to difcover what danger counld be appre-
‘hended from:granting {uch information a;,
'was called for, efpecially m the fhape

in which it was moved for by his henota
ble friend. His honorable triend called
only for-the {fubftance of that mformation.

~bot it was Ubjﬂé:t{’d. to on the gfmnd l‘.'ifhl.[":. '
being dangerous to cut oif the fources of

fubfeguent afls of the French government

adopted.
iana alone in the
amounting to not lefs than 6oce troops,
though avowedly for colomal deltination,

how could any ohj-¢tion be made te grant.

ing the fubltance of any information that

might be communicated at fuch a period 2

and indeed if any danger was to acife to

the per{ons who made the communication

from the {ub®ance of the information be-

ing laid before the houfe, would they not
be cxpoled to that danger from the. very

falt of that mformation Leing alluded to-
in_his majefiy’s meffacre ?  Befides, minif-

ters, by the mellage they brought down
from ks majelty, iatimated a wear anc
great alarm's and by founding this alarm
they fhut the mouth of the houfe, and
called on parhament to leave their con-
du@, un@®er fuch circumftances, free and
uncmbarraffed. .I'hey reprefented the pre-

~parations in the ports of France and

Holland as not intended for colonial
purpofcs 3 and that during a pegociation it
was proper to take every precaution againft
their being intended for any hoflile pro-

ject.  They might have in view an invah

on of this country. But'ii. the whole
coule of the negociation, and on the face
of the papers laid before the houfe, there
was not a fingle word to prove®a meditati
on of fuch dehgns. It was a mere afferti-
on on the part of minilters, and that afler-
tion was flatly denied by the French go-
vernment, But minifters fay they are re-
fponfible ; if fo, let them not fhrink from
granting the information called for, and
let the houle go into an examination of
their condu& on Manday, with all the

evidence before them which can poffibly be.

adduced to explain and clear up their con-
duét. e : -

Lord Caftlereagh would - have wifhed
that no general reafoning had been refort.
ed to on the prefent ocecafion.
able gentleman who had jult fat down, had

ttated, that on the face .of his majefty’s
meliage, and the face of the papers, there
appeared no grouoad of armaments on the

part of this country. If the honorable

gentleman had read the papers, he would

have found fuflicient reafous to juftify the
meafures which his majeity’s minilters had
‘The expedition for Loui-
port of Helvoetfluys,

was {uilicient to iaduce his majelty’s mi-

Tlhe honor -

nilters to advife the crown to makse the
communication. If geotlemen would en-
auitre, they would be fatished that eonfi-
derable armaments were preparing imother

ports. In the converfation of the firil
conful with lord Whitworth, ke declared
that if it were an ohje&t to him to renew

the war h** conld have taken pofleffian of
Epypt with the troops deltined for Loui-

flana.  Suppole armaments were to be
made inthe [outhern ports.of Iranee, and
the firlt conful thould endeavor to follow
up his mennces of invalion; how eafly
would it be for him to throw in fome troops

jefky’s minifters were ready to give all that -
was confillent with their duty and the pub-
lic iﬂtErcﬂ". I - fy
Lord Hawkefbury and Mr. Whitbread
explained. 5
Mr. Windham fupported the motion of
the honorable gentleman who introduesd s
the difenflion with his ufoal force and ene
ergy.” He conceived that ove importante
ant potat of information had been aiready
gammed by the difcuflion, and that was the
declaration of minitters that no information
had heen communicated. A oood deal of
arpument had been employed ‘rc{acéﬁn,g
thofe perfons whom, under the chara@ter .
of commercial commiflioners, the French
goverament had chofen to fend into this
country. It was not enough that Femon-

opon Ireland ? Any military man would

admir that foch an attempt could be molt
fuccefsfully made either from the wettern
ports, or the ports within the Straits.
Two days before the meflage,. a confidera-
ble ¢xpedition fatled from Brelt for the
Eafl-Tadies. Alpoether had been difpatch-
ed from IHavre, a thort time beiore {or St.
Domingo.
very confiderable armaments were prepar-
ing in different ports in France ; and that
circumllances fully juftified the precautiog-

ary [teps which minilters bad taken, Thus

his majefty’s government was borne out by
the aymaments in their cfforts to provide
for the fecurity of the country. The

“honeorable gentleman (Mr. Whitbread)

had {poken of thearmaments, as ftated in
the meflage to be avowedly intended for

the colonies, and had afked why minifters

if they apprehended any other difpofition,
had not demanded and infifted on explana-
tion ! The meflage the noble lord admit.
ted had fo ftated 1t ; but if the firlt conful
could taltk with lord Whitworth of means
he poflcfled of invading  this country, he
would put it to the feelings of gentlemen
whethér it was not the duty of his majef-
ty’s minillers to place the country in a

refpellable {tate of defence. = The quetti-

[ on. was now, not not whether miniiters
were criminal, but whether it appeared on |
the face of papers, that there were confider-

able arments in France. As to the com-

plaint that bis majefly’s meffage had not

been fufficiently explicit, he was fure the
houfe would feel the propriety of that cir-
cumftance, and confide in the anxious
wifhes of his majefly’s miniltersto preferve

the peace, in that [fage of the negociation,

by not loading his majeity’s meflage with

more circumitances than the neceffity of

the cafe required. "They had ftated the
broad fact, upon which their policy refted.
As to the other motions tus noble friend
had fo ably obferved jupon them, that it
would not be neceffary for him to advert
unto them. As to the commercial agents
the honorable gentleman feemed to think
their removal a complete end of the tran.

actron. - If made a ground of waritmight

betrue.  Butit fhould be confidered, with
what difpofitions, what defigns, what
means they bad been fent, and then he
would’ afk, if the bare withdrawing them
wes a fuflicient caufe of reparation, an

f any communication had been made to
Mr. Talbot at Paris, after the departure of

. : ; V|
diminntion of the original intention 2 The
tionorable gentleman bad defired to know,

It was well knowa alfo, that |

|

|

1

L

| clofed to the houfe) without any dangere A

. derations in reply to

~minifters, and in what manner thefe re-

ltrance had been 'employed by minilters,

and that jo confequence of thefe remona
ftrances they were forced to withdraw.
The hounfe had 3 right to know on whae
grounds they were in the firlk inflance re |
ceived in the eauntry, for after they were Ko
admitted it was no fufficieat cure for the

evils which their appearance might have

- created, that they fhould be difmiffed froms 7

the kingdom. [kt was a matter of very
ferious confideration that, in time of peace,

a fet of men tad appeared in this country, =
poflefled of no. definite charaGer, but -

der the pretence of a&ing as commercial

agents in the ablence of any treaty of com=

merce, acted as fpif'ﬂ, and erﬁf-]t}yed theme, '

lelves in colleéting information hereafterto

be emploped in facilitating any plans of
national annoyance. Tl-fe"idu& were efe
titled to know whether this had ever Been
a ground of remonftrance on the part of

monftrances had been received by the
French goversment. But, pafling from

~this point, the honorable member ad-
~verted paiticularly to the fubje@ts of the
armaments, as deferibed in his majelty’s

meflage delivered in March, When peace
or war was to be founded on thele ar~
maments, it was no matter of light con-
(deration. It had been faid by a noble
lord (lord Cafllereagh) that armaments
were nothing independent of cirenmitances.
With this opinton he perfeétly coincided.
But it was not to be torgotten, that in
thefe circmtances there was nothing of

peculiar alarm, independent of armaments.
‘T'he great queltion to be confidered ' jvas,

wicther the armaments were fuch as mi ohte -

i all cafas be expe®ed ta exift, extendegd

anformation.

il

as thie military force of France now wasg

or whether they were armaments  whicke
might be pointed to any fpecific obje&, or
made the ground of any peenliar alarm &
The bonorable gentlemen, with great a- *
cutencts, ltuftrated his argument on thig

point 3 he faw no reafonable arg'.-ifmém_ Ao

grounds miniters had Rated the exiftence

of the militery preparations in the ports of

Holland and France. © The manner i |
which the motion w.s made for the ores £
doetron of this information, met his entire
:':ppmbatiun. As nﬁ-tf‘;_fng—- more than 't‘He;-a-.
fubliance of the information in the poflef~

hen of minifters was requived, he faw no

i folid reafon {or refofing to accede to the

motion. It was abfurd to urge any rea-

fons drawn from a with of concealing this

ina time of peace, where

there wag a conftant fucceflion of travellers,

from all the different parts of France and
Zolland, an affeda 1g:m of myfterious meang .
of information wasridiculous. Whatever
was neceffary to be known might be dif-

Minifters had, for a very -long peried, en<
veloped the whole of their procecdings in
impenetrable myflery. They at length
condefcended to lay fome documents be-

fore the houfe; but no fooner did any

member advert to a blank in thele docu- s
ments, than they took' fhelter under the
(ame {yltem of myfterious refponfibility.
After the houle and the conntry had been
{o long famithed for want of knowledge

‘of the proceedings of minilters, complaint

was very natural, when it was attempted

to fatisfy them by {upplies of information

furnithed 1 fo feanty and nnfatisfaétory a

manner. After urging fome frong confi.

the laft fpeaker, Mr., |

Windbam- fat down, by giving his hearty &

fupport to the motion.t = .0 |
‘The chancellor of the exchequer dif-

claimed, on the part of minilters, every

wifh to conceal any part of their proceed

ings. It was from a wifh to have their

whole condn& fully and fairly confidered,

that they had not limited the apers tothe I

particular points included in tEc late nego. |

ciation, but had referred to all the inters

courle betwizt the two governments {ince

the definitive treaty, I'fe right honora-

ble gentleman in the courfe of his obferva..

tion, went over the grounds infifted on by

two noble lords who preceded him in the

debate. 1leilluftrated and confirmed their

{tatements. © He endeavored. to thew that

the expreflicns of his majeft’s meffage rela-

tive to the armaments in the ports of

France and Holland, were firi&tly juttified

by ecircumiftances, and that if minifters

had alted in any other way than that

which they had purfted; thev conld not

have acted confiltently with tie honor of

their country. In corsehoration of his

flatements, he on feveral occalions referred

to the correfpondence Betwixt the two go--

vernments.: The miformation tcomred on

lord Whitwoith, The traufaélion to which J this fubje@ could anbwer no wtetid ends

L Q



