Britain were laid before «hic fenate, when the 1 we (hall gain sn aequilfition not of fub; é’t-s, bie @
treaty itfelf was communicated for their eonfide- | citizens—< with the wifdom of conge. (v e |
ratien and advice. * S TR prefident, it sill refk ¢6 take thofe wlterige nicafures
“ ‘The courfe which the debate has taken, on | which may be neceffary for the immedizae rcupa-
the refolution of the houfe, lcadsto fome obfer- | tion and temporary governiaent of ¢ o TonGtryes b
vations on the mode of ‘making treacies unlder the | for its incorperation into our union ; for ¢y dering |
conftitution of the United States. J the change of ‘government a blcifing to our rew=
¢ Having been a member of the iy adopted brethren”— =~ RER
- Whether we acquire this territors an i hefe cie

| [ the general con-
vention, and kn>wirg the principles on which the :

_tizens is confequential on the conitru tonal ranifi-
cation of the treaty, SN N |

conftitution was formed, I have ever entertained
But it is faid that our title to Louifiana is de-

but one opinion on this {fubjed ; and from the firik
eftablifhment of the government to this monent, .

ducible from the 1t article of the treaty, and thae |
. that article only contains a promife 3 and it istri-

my conducl has exemplified that opinien, that the

power of niaking treaties is exclufively velted in x

the prefident, by and with the advice and confent | winphantly afked whether the prople of the United | |
states will be fatisfied with paying [ifteen millions
for a mere promiic | Mr. Flliott here quored the |

of the fenate, provided that two thirds of the
{epators prefent comcur; and that cvery treaty
1, article of the treacy.] [ acknowledye, faid he
thatthis is only an affertion by France ef herin~ | |

eonful of the Freneh repubdlic defiring to give te
the United States a firong proof of his friendfhip,
doth hereby cede te the United States, in the name
of the French republic, forever and in {uil fo-
vereignty, the faid territory with all -its rights
~and appurtenances, as fu'ly aud in cthe fame man-
ner as they have been acquiced by the French re-
public. in virtue of the above-mentioned treaty,
concluded with his Catholic majefty.” o3
Mr. Goddard afked whether the conclufion
- fullowed that France had an inconteftible title to
Louifiana: There was no fuch evidence. If in
virtue of thistreaty we purchafe a c}nromifc on the
part of his Catholic ‘majefty to cede, and not an
inconteftible title, he would afk if the promife
“conftituted a title. France only fays, we cede all
"eur title. This, and this only, is the language of
. the inftrument. If this is the cafe, i$ it not pro-
. per to enquire whether there are other adls by
which Spain has ceded Louifiana to France’?
~ Such a&s may exift. Certain ftipulations were
made by France to Spain, on which the ceflion
depended. Do we not then wifh to know whe-
ther thefe ftipulations have been' fulfilled and
whether they are binding, or whether Spain has
waved them. Are there in exiftence any docu-
ments to this effeét ? It has been hinted that {fuch
documents exift in the new(papers; but are we
| in an affair of this magnitude to be referred to the
di¢tum of a newf{paper? He apprehended that
this was a novel mode of legiflation.

'Thegentleman from Virginia fays that the 4th
article of the treaty ftipulates for the delivery of
the country. That article is to this effect ;

“ Theyre fllall be fent by the government of
France a commiflary to Louifiana, to the end that
he do every a& neceflary, as well to receive from
the officers of his Catholic majefty the faid coun-
try and its dependencies, in the name of the
French republc, if it has not been already done,
as to tran{mit it in the name of the French repub-
lic to the commiflary or agent of the United
States.” z H bk, |

Now what is the commiffary to do ? - He'ls, in’
the 6irlt inftance, to rececive the province from
Spain. Can he tran{mit it to the United States
before he reccives it from Spain ?  We require to
know, if Spain refules to deliver Louifiava to
France, can France tranfmit it to us?  We defire
to know whether theve is any profpeét of a refufal
on the part of Spain. | | N

Suppofe we fhall reccive the colony from France
under the diétation of the firft conful to Spain,
without experiencing any oppofition from her.—
May not the time arrive, on a revolution in the
affairs of Europe, when fhe will enquire by what
title we. hold it. Ts it not proper then for us te

“obtain papers, by which our titie may be fully un-
derftood, 25
One fingular argument is ufed by the gentleman

from Virginia. This treaty, he fays, is bailed by
the acclamations of the country. But Mr. G,
would afk if the public had any opportunity of ex-
amining it, and being fully acqainted with its prin-
ciples and probable operation. It had been made
public only within a few days. What evidence
- of popular affetion for it can there yet bhave been
~manifefted ¥ Will the people hail 1t with accla-
mation when they fhall learn that it gives fifteen
millions of dollars for a mere prgmife. At any
rate, as all agree in the impbrtan\z_n of the fubjedt,
and as we are called upon to legiflate upon it, isit
not proper firft o obtain all the neceflary informa-
tion that is to be had ? The refolution goes this
-far and no farther, and if gentlemen claim our
confidence, ought they not to furnith us with in-
formation ¢ | - RRCRISLEN D (o
" Mr. Smilie remembered, that a fulject of this
- nature had been brought before the houfe, in the

Congrefs of theyUnited States.
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES.

 Monday, O&ober 31,

A meflage was received from the fenate,
{tating that they had receded from their,
difagreement to the amendments of the
houfe to the aét ¢ to enable the prefideit
of the United States to take pofleflion of
the territories eeded by France to the Uni- |
ted States by the treaty eoncluded at Paris,
on the 3oth of April laft ; and for the

temporary government thereof.”

Mr. Eppes, from the joint committee of
enrolment, reported that the committee
had examined theabove bill, and had found
the fame to be duly enrolled ; whereupon,
Mr. Speaker figned the fame.

Mr. Mitchell from the committee of
commerce and manufallures, reported a
bill againft the petition of Stephen Kingf-
ton. :

- e | The report was taken up.” -
WOQLLEN GOODS, I Mr. J. Clayoppofed it on the ground of
. Nowvember 3 diot-cost falks net ﬂ;_n:cd 10 the report. f'

R T Mr. Grifwold moved to recommit it for
M. bdﬂdé‘lﬁﬂ | 'thigurpofc of afcertaining the faéts.

lﬂ.mw'ﬂPﬂnf“g at his f}m‘ 2 No. 3?"}“ ates-fireet, | r. Dana and Mr. Clay {upported, and
51 by -_ venerae offoriment of . Bty o ’ B R (o L | - o iy
| Fenepnd «f | Mr. Mitchell oppofed the recommitment.

e AR s Recommitment carried. | |
Reu 'ived by the late arrivals from Lendoa and “Mr. Randolph moved a refolution for
Liverpool. ~ Qctober 3. R |

i —— | affording relief to the ownersof ‘the Dan-
_. A _-Tllt_QI' Wanted, nifh brigantine Henrique. | |
. To take charge of a fmall Boarding School, | « Referred, together with the report of
now eflablilhed ic a genteel family and neighbor- | the fecretary of ftate on the fame cafe,
head in the country. Any perion withing fuch | ¢ the committee of claims.
a ficuation will pleate to Jeave their addrefs with O . YIRS Coluts
the priaters, which will be duly attended to. ‘Un motion o r. Larly, tac rciolution
September 8. - . : d laid on the table by Mr. Rodney, for the
St 2 extinguifhment of ftate balances, was polt-
poned till the 1lt Monday of December,
to allow time for the reprefeatation of
New- Jerfey in the houde.

~ Thurfday, November ¥.
~ The houfe took upthereport of a felett
committee on the ftanding rules of the
houfe, recommending the adoption of the
lafk congrefs, and concurred therein.
Mr. Jackfon moved a refolution for mak-
ing provifion by law for the application of
one-twentieth |

. Barelay and M‘Kean
HAVE TVIPORTFED .
gl .

FFALL GOOD
Scptem_!‘;éi' 29." B, S o 48t
T, 9% o TR T ARRONLRS

Jufl received, a few barre's of APPLES, con-.
fitinyof Pippins, Swedes, Ivonpareils, and Pop-
Iar tflands—-for fale ac No. 7, Bowly’s wharf,

O&ober 22,7 " " S ALY N Vg )

“....._-. —— w——— -

e a—

>

T —

Jonathan Harvey,

SRTURARNIN .k o Baltimore-fireet,’ e

Has received by the late arvivals [rom E “ gfa i BN

< UFALr Goops. i
- O&oher 1. % d1ot

« - -Spanith Hides.
Salted and unialted Laguira and Havanna
HIDES, of firft quality, for fale by o
el | - ABRAHAM SINGER,
| ‘No. 172, Market-{trect.
November 2. = 3 . dét

P.. Hoffman and Son

Have .'l:':ﬁ(:ﬂi?'ﬂd per the Almy, an additional fup-
| ‘- ply of |

{o. made, and promaulgated, thenceforward be-

comes the law of the land. It s fthti_s*'._th.at the K |
treaty making power has been underftood by for- | conteftzble title, and av ‘affurance that un certain' | |
~terms fhe will convey this title to the United | |

eign nations ; and in all the treaties, made with | |
them, awe have declared and hey have believed, | States. But, according to the treaty and Corven- | |
tion, an agent is to be apvointed by France, who |/

that when ratified by the prefident, with the ad-
i« to deliver up the pofleflion before ve pay the |

vice aud confent of the fenate, they became obli- | e w |
gatory. In this conftru@ion of the conftitution, | fifteen miilions. But {ay gentlemen, though  this |
every houfe of reprcfentatives has herctofore ac- | may be done, Spain may not abandon hex title to

quiefced, and until the prefent time, not a doubt the provinee. No fuch _conftquemc:? wevery
or {fufpicion has appeared to my knowledge, that | ean rt[ult. The convention that folloa ‘the trea~
ty contains' a ftipu'ation,'that the Wock created
| fhall not be delivered until * afier, Lotrfiana fhall
be taken poffeflion of in the name cf the governs
ment of the United “States.” So that taking the
~treaty and the convention together there can re«
f{uit none of the invonveniences apprehended. A
treaty has héen made beeween the Firlt Conful
| and the United States, by which the Ficft Conluf
~has transferred to us the domain and jurifdiction’
of Louiftana. In the treaty it is ftipulated that a
commiflary .tha | be fent to receive the conntry
frem the court of Madrid and to give us poficfli~
on. If thefe two « articles be carried in:odﬁ:aﬂ:,
and they muft be to makethe treity bivding, we
mu(t obtain not oply.the aélual, bu allo the legalt
paneﬁ‘mn.. It 18 incu nbent, thert:fa-rf‘-, on ui” RO |
do cv? thing, mecrifary on our part, to realife
the peficflion R  ;

this conftru@ion was not the true one.  Nay, they
have more than acquicefced ; for till now, withont
controverting the obligation ol {uch treaties, they
have made all the requifite provifions for carrying
them into effe&. a =e 0
“ "There is alfo reafen {to believe that this con-
ftruction agrees. with the opinion entertained by
the {tate conventions, when 'they were delibera-
ting on the cenftitution, efpecially by thofe who
obje&ed to it, becaufe there was not required in
commercial treaties theconf{entof two-thirds of the |
~whole number of the members of the fenate, in-
ftead of two thirds' of the fepators prefent, and
becaule in treaties refpeding territorial and cer-
tain other rivhts and claims, the concurrence of
three fourths of the whole number of the mem-
“bers of both houfes refpe@ively, was not made
neceflary, is a faét declarcd by rhe general con-
vention, and univerfally underflood, that the
conftitution of the United States was the refult
of a fpirit of amity and mutual concelfion. And
it is well known thatunder this influence the fmall-
er ftatecs were admitted to an equal reprefentation
in the fenate, with the larger ftates, and that this
branch of the government was inveiled with
great powers, for on the equal participation of
thofe powers, the fovereionty and political fafety
of the fmaller ftates were decmed effentially teo
Bepklid s e kN i 3o
% If other praofs than thele, and the plain let-
ter of the conftitution itfelf, be neceflary to afcer-
tain the point under confideration, they may be
found in the journals of the general convention,
which I have depofited in the office of the depart-
‘ment- of {tate. In thole jeurnals it will appear
~that a propofition was made, that no treaty fhould
be binding on the United States which was not
ratified by a law : and that the propofition was
explicitly rejected. - *
« As, therefore, it is perfeétly clear to my un-
derllanding, that the aflent of the houfe of re-
prefentatives is not neceflary to the validity of a -
‘treaty, as the treaty with Great-Britain exhibits
initfelf all the objects requiring legiflative pro-
vifion, and on thefe the papers ealled for can
throw no light, and as it s cflential to the due
adminiftration of the government, that the bound-
aries fixed by the conftitution between the differ-
ent departments fhould be preferved: a juft re-
gard to the conltitution and to the duty ef my
office, under all the circumftances of this cafz,

[

Mr. Thatcher faid though the gentleman who
had juft fet dewn, had acquitted himfelf hand-
{fomely, he had neither convinced him that the re=
{olution cf the gentleman from Conne&icut was
ill-founded or naneccflary: As they were in the
capacity of a legiflative body, called upon to pafs
laws for new territory and new citizens, it was,.
according to his underitanding, nf.t'eﬂarr, ui the
firft inflance, to learn that they had acquired new
terricory and new citizens. 'The title to Louifiana,
as derived to ¥raace from Spain, was ffated inthe
firft article of the treaty, [tlere Mz T'.read the
firt article.] By thisic appears that another trea-
ty had becn formed betwecn France and Spain.
It was admitted that the province had helongéd ta
Spain j and te her it muft friil belong anlels
France bad performed certain ftipniations agreed
to as the price of the cefiion,  Fhe'objedt of the
mover is to obtain this treaty, and to learn whe~
ther Franue has performad thefs ftipulations,
- Gentlemen objecting to tais relnlution, have
" taken different grounds. Some oppofe it as in-
confifierit with the fentiments that prevailed im
the cafe of the Britifh treuty ; others. becaufe it
is premature, and others, kecauf® it 1s unnecefla-
ry. He ¢id not expedt the firftocjedtion from any
member on that floor ; much lefs did he exp=¢l it
from the quarter in which it originated. ‘The
advocates of the motion were charged withe -
inconfiltency. He was not a member of the .
houfe at the time of the Britifh treaty——but
on referring to‘the journal, it would be perccive
ed that the obje& of gentlemen whi then called

- New Theatre.
| To- Morrorw Ewening, INovember 4,
Will be prefented a2 Comedy, in 5 aés, called

A Cure jfor the Heart~Ache.

After which, a Grand Heroic Pantomimical Ro-
' mance, called” - .» |
The Knights of Calatrava;
Qry THE BRIDAL SPECIRLE.

By T. Dibdin—Founded on the popular Tale of
5 Alonzs and Tmogen. vir )
(Fhe origival mutic by John Morchead.)~
With new fcenery aud decerations—tne fcenery

 painted by Mefirs. Holland and Milbourne.
The fian'tﬁ_wim;.mﬁer the dircéFon of M. Francis,
Scene 1~~A Grand Colonade——a cempany of
kmehts and jadies difcovered. Ty
Kmghts—Meflrs. Ulher, Warren, [efferfon, Blif-
© ferr, Wheatly, Milbourne, Gibbons, &c.
Ladies——Mrs. Oldmizxen, Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. War-
ren, Mrs Francis, Mrs. Downie, Mrs. Durang,
Mifs Weltray, Mifs Seo'omion, Mifs Hunt, &c.
Song—** Ibe Soidier tir'd of war’s alarms,’ by
b -~ Murs. Oldmixon. |
" Dance—Tlbe Pas De Trois, by Maflers Harris,
| - Durang and Viifs Hunt.
A M a:ﬁ'.mg'_fr enters wwith the followving firoll :
“The tovercign ir vires all true knignts to em-
bark for Paleftine, and join the {acred order of
the crofs.” | |

part of the net proceeds of
‘land within the ftate of Ohio, fold or to |
be fold by congrefs, to the laying out and
~making public roads, in conformity to an
at of the laft feflion. |
Referred to a committee of the whole
to-worrow. | | |
The boufe went into a committee of the
~whole~-Mr. J. C. Smith in the chair—on
the bill making an appropriation for carry-
ing into efic& the 7th article of the Dri-
tith treaty. = A
The bill appropriates 50,000 dollars for
+ the payment of awards againft the United

br Mtﬂ"—-.-{]ger, _ ~ Mr. Wheatly Statcs. ! e Sh firft feffion of the fourth congrefs. He thoughtit | f,hid a compliance with your requelt. for papers was to go into the merits of the Britifls
= The knights affcciate 1a a determination to The 'qommittec reported the bill WlthOtlt | pm{:cr to recur to _the proceedings on that occafion  GEO. WASHINGTON.” . treaty. . It would not be denied that the *gruuﬁd
difvlay their zecal for religion, take leave of their { amendment. | | to learn the fentiments entertained at that day. United States, 5 then takenby gentlemen on the other fide was that

At that day it had been argucd by certain gentle-

{ men that the right of paffing or not pafling the ne-

ceflary laws for carrynig g'traa;y into effect, did
P

the houfe had a right to examine the merits of the
treaty, and to the aflertion of rhac right, it wes
that the prefident anfwered. We ncw fay thar it
is not neceilary for us toadk ih omj“-"fg’(inat}w
capacity, mtending, if it frall appear to cefla-
ry, not to withhold a&ing. Mr. T\ kﬁl’&fow- i3
sonceived that they exhibited no inconfiltency, as
they did mot purpofe at this time to go into the
merits of the treaty, and as they ackwmowledszed
the treaty, if conftitutionally made, to be binding.
But'they wanted icformation on fubjedts of Jegif-
lation. | -y

It has been faid that the newfpapers inform us of

March goth, 1796, = , ,
Mr. Smilie conciuded by faying he perceived no |
“neceflity for the papers defired by gentlémen, and
fhould therefore vote againft the motion. P
Mr. Randelph faid i% the gentleman from Con -
ne&ticut would confine his metionto the treaty of
St. Nidefonfo, he fhould be ready to acquicfece in
it, though he did not believe that infirumens wonid
throw any new light on the fubject, i
Mr. Gregg faid his with was that the refolfi-
on fhould be divided ; and that thé treaty of St.
lledefonio only fhould be requefted. It had been
conceded that it might be of feme ufe in af-

The houfe poltponed the further conti-
deration of the bill till to-morrow,

Mr. Nicholfon offered a refolution for
the appointmeént of a committee to en- |
quire whether any additional provilions are
neceffary in the a&t prefcribing the mode in
- which the public aéts, records and judicial
- proceedings of one ftate fhall "be authenti-
~cated, o as to take effeét in every other
Aated ™, - &

refpective ladics, and go to prepare for embark-
ation. i | | |
- “Alonzo is particular in his adieus to ITmogen— |
as he is retiring, oblerves the Baren St. Clare
very attentive to Imogen—=ca'ls back the Baron,
“who is attemptivg to follow her, and afferts his
ciaim, the Baron challenges }Eunzo! |
~Alonzo, - Mr, €ain
Baron 5t. Clare,, Mr. Downie.
Imogen, ' Nirs. Snowden.
Scene 2-~A Gothic Saloon—In the centre a
pi¢ture of Alonzo, and a curtain zbove it
—Imogen entering, addrefies herfeif to the pic-

not belong to that houdc ; ut that they were nnder
an abfolute obligation to pafs them ; that they had
no difcretion on the fubject : This was a doélrine
which he did not believe true. He then believed
that they poffefled the righe, and fhili entertained
~ the fame opinion. To fhew the fentinients enter-
tained in the cafe of the Britifh treaty, he would

- recur to the journals of the houfe.
On the 24th of March, 1796, the f{ollowing

motion was made :

turc—Alonzo enters, entreats her to be conftant

to him 3 flie draws the curtain above the paint-

ing, and dilclofes the following ftanza :

“ If ¢r by deceit or by wealth led afide,
¢ 1 forget my Alonzo the brave,
“ Thy gholl at my wedding may fit by my fide,

“ May tax me with perjury, claim me as bride,

% And bear me away to the grave.”

- Alonzo, f{atisfied, receives her piGure and
glowe, places the latter en his helmet, and takes
his Jeave. oy, e

Scene 3—A Grove~the Parom and his party
feize Alanzo, his helmet and robe taken from
him, an iren maik fixea on his face, and deprived
of the pifturc of Imogen—he is forced away,

Lorenzo, the Baron’s 'fquire, enters with Ee-
eni £a, they plan to deceive Imogen. |

Lorcenzo, Mir. Francis,
Leonora, | Mifs Solomon.

Scene: 4—S5ca Shore==Proceflion of knights,

who arc about to embark on hoard the galieys.
Orier of the proceffion, |

Two monks, bithop witﬁ {ilver crofs,

Banner of the oider of Malta.

RKnights of Malta— their elquires,

* Banner of the order of St. Jago.
Kuights of Jago——their efquires.
Banner of the order of Calatrava.
Kuights of Calatrava——their efquires.

Scene §=—=Grove—-lmogen, deceived by the ar-
tifices of the Baron and his party, confents #o be
bis brilte.

Scene 6-=A Gloomy Forelt—Ambrofio, Alon-
zo's clquire, difcoveps the treachery practiled on
bis mafier, fight between him awd Lorenzo~Lo-
renzo falls; Ambrofio deceives the Barop, and
finds.where his mafter is concealed.

- Ambrofio, Mr. Durang. :

Scene 7--Subterraneous Cavern, where Alon-
zo 1s confined, he is relsafed from captivity by
Ambrolie. .

-Scene 8~ Alonzo efcaping from his confine-

-ment, attended by Abrofio, relolves to repair to
Imogen, &c. e e A ¥

Scene the laf—A GRAND BANQUET to
celebrate the Nuptials of Imogen and the Baron——
their mirth interrupted by the appecarance of a
Knight in fable armeur, who places himfelf by the
fide of Imogen—A Friar enters, and prepdres to
join the hawds of St. Clair and Imogen—the Bell
Tolls Thrice !=The fable Knight points to the
Curtain, which rifes and difcovers the p&iure of
Alouzo, Pale and Bloody—the infcription above it

changed to the following one, in
Broon ! |

“ Heav'n granté that, to punifh thy falfchoed
- * and pride, | | L
“ M)}J (;i;hcvl't, at thy wedding, fhall fit by thy

o |

“ Shall tax thee with perjury, claim thee as

s prde;

“ And bare the away to the grave.”

Alonzo difcovers himfelf—fight between him
and the Baron—vanquithes St. Claire—cxplana-

al

tion between Alonzo and Imogen=—the piece

concludes with
: v A GRAND
“SPANISH FANDANGO.

November 3. 3 ¥
Wanted

- 'T'e purchafe or hire, a Boy or Man,, as await-

er in a imalil famuily.  None but a good charadter

need apply. FEoquirs of the printers. |
O&ober 28, |

2AW

- willing to fee all the papers.
obtaining pofl.flion 'of Louifiana; and that gen-

to cxprefs his fenfe ot the i
. tion. & % S
' Mr. Goddard did not intend to enter upon a long
"difcuffion of the refofolution; but it ¥

BEETTERS OF .

Agreed to, and a committee appointed.
- Mr. Dawfon faid he bad lalt feflion
fubmitted two refolutions refpecting poft-

‘roads, which had not been acted upon.-=-

: | -1 He therefore renewed them, in {ubflance
“ God grant that to punifh.my falfehood & pride, | | S

as follows :
1. Refolved, "That pmviﬁon ought to be
made by law ter the eftablifhment of poft-

‘roads throughout the United States.
2. Refolved, That whatever money re-

ceived from the poft-office fhall remain, af-
ter defraying the expences of the {ame,

be appropriated to the fixing and im-

provement of the poft-roads.
Referred to a committee ot the vg_hale

’and inade the order for Monaday.

The committee of claims made a report

~againft the petition of Amy Darden.

Referred to a committce of the whole on

Mondéy, Odteber 24, 1803
Call for Papers.
[Cﬁnﬁnuﬂf Jrom W, tdm.fa'ﬂ_y': Gﬂ,uﬂc.l

~~ Mr. Lyon faid he might have agreed to the re-
folution offered by the gentleman from Conneéti-

cut, had he brought it forward in a refpeciiul
manner. But the terms of the motion imp'y
that the executive has made a bargain for that
to which we have no right. He wilhed the gen-
tleman would give a lictle of . that confidence

- which he had been in the habit of giving fo li-

berally on former occafions, For his part, he was
He had no doubt of

tleman might have feen the order of the Spanifh

government to furrender theprovinee to the French.

Myr. Lyon concluded by fayinﬁa he had ?nllj; rifen
ecency of the mo-

eemed to
him hat the reafons of the gentleman from Vir-
ginia for oppofing it were very erroncous. On
what ground was the oppofition made ! Altoge-
ther on the ground that Spain had altually made
the ceflion to France. Mr. G. apprehended no
fuch impreflion had been made on the houfe by the
information before them. 1o the firft article of
the treaty they learned what the title of Irance
was. The treaty fays,

« Whereas by the article the 3d of the treaty

concluded at St. Ildefonfo, the gth Vendemiaire, an
it Oétober, 18co) between the firft conful of

9, ( .
the French republic and his Catholic majefty, it

wag agreed as follows ;

1 Hi* Caiholic m?!j "'ﬂ:y Pl"nmifCE 3!1(1 engages on |

his part, to cede to the French republic {ix mopihs
afrer the fall and entire execution of the conditions
and fMpulaticns berein relative to his royal highnefs

1 the duke of Parma, the colony or proviuce of f.ou

ifiana, with the fame extent thut it now has in the
hinds of Spain, and that it had when France p. {-
{zdcd it ; and fuch as it thould be after the tre. ties
confequently entered into between Spainand other
{hates. | | _ .
« And whereas in purfuance of the treaty, and
parficulurly of the third article, the French re.

| publig has an incoriteftible title to the domain and

to the poflelion of the faid tecricorys 7The arft

- lution.

« Refolved, That the prefident of the United
States be requefted to la{ before this houle, a copy
of the mftruétions to the minifter of the United
States, who negotiated the treaty with the king of
Great- Britain, (communicated by his meflage of
the firft inftant) together with the correfpondence
and other documents relative to the faid treaty,
excepting fuch of the faid papers asany exifling
negociation may gender improper tp be difclofed.”

‘his refolution was carried in the affirmative by
ayesand noes, and among the noes I obferve, faid
Mr. Smilie, the name of the mover of this refo-
1 he refolution was carried by a large ma-
jority, and fent. to the prefident 7 What was his
npinioni?; Not that-lh ye it, or am ggvcrneld
by it; though it eught, gy opinion, to bé€a rule
ng this ucca%mn to ofawo cgincidcd with him.
On the 3oth of March the prefident communicat-
ed the following meflage to the houfe: -

 Gentlemen of the botlfe of reprefentatives,

¢ With the utmoft attention I have confidered
your refolution of the twenty-fourth iuftant, re-

uefting me to lay before your houfe, 2 copy of
ﬂm inftru&ions, to the minifter of the United
States, who negotiated the treaty with the king
of Great-Britain, together with the correfpond-
ence and other documents relative to that treaty,
excepting fuch cf the faid papers, as auy exilting
ncgociation may render imPrnpcr to be difclofed.
In dcliberating upon this fubje &, it was impoflible
for me to lofe fight of the principle, which fome
have avowed in 1ts cifcuflion, or to avoid extend

‘ing my views to the confequences which muit

flow from the admiflion of that principle.

-« truft that no part of my condult has ever
indicated a difpofition to withhold any informati-

on which the conftitution has enjoined upon the
Prefident as a duty to give, or which could be re-

quired of him by either Heule of Congrefs as a

right 3 and with cruth I affirm, that it has been,

as it will continue to be whilée I have the honour

to prefide in the government, my conftant endea-
vour to harmounize with the other branches there-
of ; fo far as the tiult delegated to me by the peo-
p'e of the Unired States, and my fenfe of the obhi-
gation it impofes, to prcigrve, protect and.defend
the conftitution, will permit.

« 'The nature of foreign negociatiohs requires
caution , and their fuccefs mult often depend on
fecrecy : and even when brought to a conclufion,
a full difclofure of all the meafures, demands, or
eventual conceffions which may have been pro-
pofed or contemplated, would be extremely im-
politic = for this might have a perniciousinfluence
on future negociations, or produce immediate in-
conveniences ; perbaps danger and milchict, in
relation to. other powers. The neceffity of fuch
caution and fecrecy was cne cogent reafon for veft-

~ing the power of making treatiesin the Preflident,

with the advice and coufent of the Senate; the
principle on which that body wasfortied coufining
it toa fmall number of members. "T'o admit
then a rneht in the Houle of Reprefentatives,
to and to have as a matter of courfs,
all the papers, refpecting a negociation, with a
forcign power, wuuld be to eltavlith a dangerous
precedent. |

“ It does not occur, that the infpection of the

papers afked for, can be revalant to any purpole

under the cognizance of the houfe of reprefenta
tives, except that of an imgeachment; which the
refolution has not exprefled. I repeat that I haye

“no difpofition to withheld any information wi ich

the duty of my ftation will permit, or the pub ic

- good thall require to be dilclofed 5 and m { a¢t all |

the papers aidccling the negociation, with Great-

certaining the limics of the cefiion.. To the other
members of the refolution he was oppofed. He,
therefore moved a divifion of the quefton. |
Mr. Grifweld remarked that it would be more
orderlyto move the ftriking out the lalt paragraph.
Mr. Sanford did not rife to fay with his col-
league, (Mr, Lyon), that the reéfolution offered
by the gentleman from Conneticut was indecent,
but to fay, that, in his opinion, is was altogether
unneceflary. It appeared to be a fact well under-
~ ftood in the United Sates, that Louiliana did, be-
fore the late Convention, belong to France. Fhe
faét was recognifed in the treaty. M this faé be
acknowledged, what remains for us to do but to
pafs the neceflary laws for carring into operation
the convention concluded on the 3oth of April.
Though there might be no official infermati u to
~ that effeét, he was correét in faying poffeflion of
the country Lad been given to France by Spain.
What then can be neceflary on our part to obtain

-~ pofleflion other than the paffage of 1he neceflary.

" Jaws to carry the treaty into effc@ ? ane

MR, ELLioTT was oppofed to every part of the
call on the Fxecutive for papers. Fle bad a vari-
¢ty of objections to this requeflt, with the menti-
-on of all of which he fhou'd not however trouble
the Hcule. Hisgreat obj+&tion was that the call
was premature,and this appeared, in his cpinion,
clearly appeared evei from the fhewing of the
honorable gentleman f{rom Conne&icut (Mr.
Grifwold) and his honorable colicaguc (Mr.
Goddard). 1o their briiliant calents he was dif-
pofed to pay the higheft homage. 'The firft gen-
tleman was not only ingenious and indcfatigable,
| ut likewile thoughtful and prof und, He had
already been frequently dclighted with his e'o-
quence and infiructed by his irteligerfice. The re-
marks alfo of his colleague were ingenicus and
worthy of attention. But flill he thoughe them
premature. For what jurpofe was this call
made ? The gentleman fays his artention is called
to the fubjeét by the Prcfident infarming us in his
Meflage that it 15 neceflary for us to pals tempo-
rary laws, and that thence it becomes defirable to
learn whether we have acquired either new terri-
tory or new fubjeéis. Mr. Elliott was clearly of
epinion that as yet we had not, though, ina fhort
time, if the treaty were carried into cffedt, we
fhall acquire them. 'The difficulties ftated by the
gentieman, the lcaft inveftigation will fhew to be
imaginary. Young as 1 am, faid Mr. Elliott, and
little converfant in diplomatic knowledge, I be-
lieve the views I thall exhibit will be as clear as
thofe of the gentleman,

The meffage of the prefident, at the epening of
the fcffion, announces that * the enlightened gov-
ernment of France faw, with juit difcernment,
the importance to botls nations of fuch liberal ar-
rangements 48 might heft and pérmanentiy. pro-
mcte the peace, {riendihip and interefts of both :
and the property and fovereignty of Louifiart,
which had been reftored to them, has, on certain
conditions, becn translerred to the United Srates
by inftruments bearing dare the goth of April ™
'I'he prefident then informs us that * when thele

. a : . il . >

- are hound to vote, blindfolced, for carryun: mems

the order of Spain te.deliver Louifiana to France.

But they were not to be guided by newfpaper ac-

counts.

Frenchrep

We dcfire to know from am authentic
fource whether the ftipulations entered ‘into by
‘France have been executed. By the firft article of
the treaty it appears that *¢ Flis Cathoelic. mi:fiy'
promifes andengages on his part, to cede to the
ublic, fix months after the full and entive
cxecuiion of the conditions and (iipu'ations herein,
relative to his royal highnefs the c uwke of Parma,.

the colony eor yrovince of Louifiana, with the ~

fameextent that it now has in the handsof S
and that it had when France

ed mto betwecn Spain and other ftaces.”

were when France belore pofledlcd it.
what we koow, fhe has done fo- ¥Hence the im-
portance of fecing the papers alked for.
obtain'the bare pofleflion, it is one thing ;
gal pofletiion is anothir thing.

pain,,
poflcfled it ; and fuch
as it thould be after the treaties {ubfeguently enters
“This
article goes to fay that Spain may have altered the:
boundaries of Louifiana differentlx from what they
| And for

If we
the lec.
* It is one thing te
govern. the colony with a corps of civiians, and
another and a different thing to govern it with an.

army. ‘Yhe prefident may, perhaps, have con-

fidered it a good bhargain to obtain, for the pay-
ment of fifteen millions; the mere quit clainy of
France to the province. At any rate it is proper
that we fhould a¢t with our eyes open ; and there-~
fore, the importance of hiving a copy of the tream
'ty entered into between the governiients of Span
or evidence that Spain has acquiefecd

_ . ¢lad to find
that gentlemen on the other fide of the Houle

and France, |
i the ceflion to the United States.
Mr, Nicholfun was extremely

bad at length abandoned the ground which they
had taken fome years ago. He was rejoiced that
they were now willing

| ta acknowledge, what .
they had heretofo: o moft ftrenuoundly dented, that

the Houfe of Bepreientatives had a’ conftitutional

right, not only to call for papers, but to ule their
difcretion in carryinz any treatvinto effeét. Th.g’
this myt now be their impreflion was evilent, or
Why
elfe do they call for papers, why enquite into o'u?: 4
title to the provinge of L uiliana ? it the dodlrine:
of a former day was flil to be adhe ¢d “to, why
urge this enquiry ? 1f gentiemen aregosliitent
tef-
fons which they incalcated upen the ratificatl, 3of
the Britifh treaty, this Hoaie has no right ro eslb
for papers, no right tosmake enquiry, no right to. -
deliberate, but n.uft carry this'rreaty into cffedh, -
he it good or bad ; mult vote for all th: neceffary
meafures, whether they are calcu'ared to promoig
et

their condufl was furely unacceuatable.

with themfelves, if they have not forgort

the 17 terefls of the United States or nots
do&rines of old times, howewver, are now givim

up, the ground formerly taken is apan'dﬂn- e
{tizll-no lopger hear that rhe cxecutive s mmdijo-

tent, and tnat the reprefeheatives of the peopis

effe& all treatics which the prelident snd the
~Jenate way-think proper to make and rat yo e

thali have received the conftitutional fanétion of }

the fenate, ‘they will, without delay, be commu-
nicated to the reprofentatives al{v, for the excrcue

of their funétions as to thofe conditions which a ¢

within the powers velted by the conflittict: 10
congrefs.” -~ Lhe meflage goes further and infornis

- us, not in the phrafcology of the geatieman Jrom
" Connedicut, that we have acqlired new fubjedls,

but that if the treaty {hall receive the conftiruional
famétion, of ibe lenate znd haule of reprelentaiie:s,

.

g

thanked the geudemen for the adondliag, anld’

hoied that the country would préﬁf. by 1t herc-
after, |

- He was happy to foy that th's was not rotr,

nor never was, the dodrive of himief and s
fricniiis,  They mcant to deliberate, they iw i

ro-ufe their difcretivn 1 voriny away thetre e

of the natwon. e agreed with gent-cinen, thas
f a mojprity of the honfe entertanied any doube

as.to the waordity’ of the tirie we had wquired, .
they ‘owrher to ¢all for pabers, and he had ne

“douis, i there was auy Qi Jaction tf]]:,:fy wou!d

|



