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D=eeaTe oo the Louisrana TREATY.
.[gﬁ.n!im;nf from yeflerday’s Gazette. ] '
Dr. Mitchell rofe and faid, heintreated

the indulpence of the committee, for ri-
fing at {olate a {tage of the debate, when
{feven hours have already been employed in
the fttirg of theday. And thereafon of
his requelt was, that fuch extraordinary
do@rines have been advanced againft carry-
ing into effect the treaty with France which
cedes Louifiana to our nation, and fuch
‘repeated allufions have been made to the
fentiments which he fubmitted to the
houle during the debate of yefterday, that
he felt himfelf called upon to attempt are-
ply, and therein to (hew that the grou?ds
taken by the aentlemen of the oppofition
are neither drong nor tenable.  Although
the {ubjet is ample and copious, he (hould
endeavor to condenfe his remarks to fo mo-
derate a compafs, as not to. trefpals long
upon th}‘zé*patifn(:ﬂ of the committee.

My colleague, faid Mri M. who open-
el the debare this morning - ( Mr. G. Gnif-
wold) difplayed in his fpeech the obj:Ch-
ons ratfed againft the refolutton on the ta-
ble, fo fully, that be almoft exhanfted the
fubjeéts . For iuliftening attentively to the
yealonipg of the gentleman from Virginia,
.who followed him {Mnr. J. ILewig) and of
- the other gentleman from Virginia who
{poke next (Mr. Griffin) be could not dif-
cern that any new or additioual matter of
much confequence had been- urged.  Nor
did he difcover much more thana repetiu-
on in fubftance of his colleague’s reafon-
ing, in what had been urged by the gen-
tleman from Maflachufetrs (Mre Thatch-
er;) and the gentleman fram Connecticut
(Mr. -R. Gnrifwold) ; though the (tate
ment of their objeétions had received a
form and coloring difverlified according to
the fkill and ingenuity ‘of each.

In the reply which he thould make to
the gentlenicn in oppofition to the appro-
priatious for carrying the treaty into ope-
ration, - be (hould not examine their argu.-
ments feverally as they had been brought
forward in the courfe of the debate
That mode would neceffarily lead him 1nto
“tedious and needlefls repetition ;. he thould

therefore endeavor to reduce all the arguo.
mwents be had heard from the other fide of
the houle into their elementary propolfiti-

ons, and having done {o, to fhew that they

were weak in their nature and wrong in°

their direciion. . And - even this view of
the quettion would be much circumicrib
ed, on account of the ftrong and mafter-
ly mapner in which a part of the objeét:-
ons had been already repelled by his elo-
quent friend from Virginia (Mr. J. Ran-
dolphr) and by the impreffive remarks of
his other friend from Delaware (Mr.
Rodoey.) |

The gentlemen, Mr. Chairman, who
refift the provifions neceflary to the comple-
tion of this treaty, do {o becaufe they fay
it has been ratified by the prefident and fe-
nate in open violation of the conftitution
of the United States, and is therefore no
treaty, but a nullity, an inftrument void

alinitic, not a part of the fupreme law of |

the land, and confequentld not binding
~vpon congrels or the natiocn. They draw
this bold and extraordinary conclufion from
the ftyle and meaning of the 3d and 7th

articles of the treaty. The former of |-.
iflands.

thefe, they fay, is uncoaftitutional, be-
caufe it propofes to annex a new territory,
with its inhabitants, to our prefent domini-
on ; and the latter, becaufe it abolithes for
aterm of yecars the diferiminating duties
of tonnage and impolt within the ceded
territory, giving a preference there to
France and Spain, and leaving thofe du.
tiesunaltered in all the ports of the union.

By the 3d article, it 18 agreed that the
inhabitants of the ceded terntory fhall be
incorporated into the union of the United
States as [oon as poilible, according to the
principles of the federal conititution, and
be admitted to the enjoyment of all the
rights, advantages and immunities of citi-
zens of the Umned States; and in the
mean time they fhall ‘be maintained and
protected m the free enjoyment of their
Liberty, property and the religion which
t"1t‘y prnft'fs. | |

On expounding this article, my colleague
has declared that the prefident and fenate
have no power to acquire new territory by
treaty, and he argues that our people are
‘to be forever confined to their prel!;nt li-
mits. ‘'Thisisan affertion direQly contrary
to the powers inherent in independent na-
tions, and céntradiCtory to the frequent
and allowed exercife of that power 1n our
own wnation, We are coaftantly in the
practice of receiving territory, by cefflion,
from the Red Men of the Well, the abo-
rigines of our country. The very treaty
mentioned in the prefident’s meflage with
the Katkafkias Indians, whereby we have

acquired a large extent of land, would, ac- |

cording to this do&irine, be unconftitution-

al; and fo would all the treaties which add

to the fize of our fiatute book, with the
numerous tribes of the watives on our fron-
~ tiers. According to this conftruétion, all
our negociations fo happily concluded with
thofe people, whom we ever have uniformly
acknowledged as the fovereigns of the foil,
are nugatory, and to be holden for nought.
He faid, he was perfeltly aware of the an-
{wer which would be made, that we held
all our national domain under Great-Bri-
_tain by virtue of the treaty concluded at
Paris in 1783, What, after all, was the
amount of that ceflion by England ? Cer-
tainly not a conveyance of a country which
never was theirs, but rightfully belenged
to the Indian natives ; for it was in its true

| ding
‘of the currents of the ocean, or any coo-

lith had obtained by conquelt and treaty
from_the Frcach. By that negociation,
the United States obtained a bare relinguifhs
ment of the claims and poflcflions of thofe
two powerfyl nations.  But the paramount
title of the original inhabitants was not af-
{efled by this. However contemptuouily
the rights of thefe rude and fzeble tribes
had been regarded by the Europeans, their
defcendants in thefe (tates bad confidered

them with recognition and refpect. Un-
til' the Indians fold their lands for an

| equivalent, the humane and juft principles

ot the American government acknowledg-
ed them to be the only legitimate owners.
And the {overeignty acquired by treaty or
purchale to our government was derived

from the title which the na??es transferred”

to them as graatees in a fair bargain and
fale. Suchy, Mr. M. argued, were the
rules of true conftrution, and thefe rules
admitted and afled upon by:'the federal
government ; and yet, according to the
novel do&rine of this day, every treaty
with the natives for parcels of their coun-
try, although hitherto de¢emed lawful,
would be an unconftitutional at. Ac-
cording to this notiom, every treaty for

lands, . holden with the aborigines fince

the organization of the goverament, was
a wviolation of the coullitution And
thus this invaluable mnftrument, this hul-
wark of our liberties, had been violat-
ed perhaps tweaty times or more, flace we
began to bay the fuplusage of their hunting
grounds. ‘T'he Indian tribes arc as much
aliens as any other foreign nations.  ~"Their

-

e
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lands are as .much foreign dominion as the

{o1]..of Frauce or Spaini  Yet we have
gone on to annex the territories which they
{old us, to' our prefent territory, from the
time we acquired independence, and no
mortal, until this debate arofe, Mr. Chair-
man, has fo much as thought that thersby
a breach of the conftitution was made.

My colleague is furely eatitled to great

credit for ‘his perfpicuity in finding out
that all our great and wife predecellors in
adminiftering this government have been
blunderers and conftitution breakers. But,
fir, the juft judgment on this fubjet is,
that the prefidents and fenates of the
United States have heretofore acted con-
(Litutionally ‘in acquiring by purchale fo-
reign dominion from the alien ludians.
And by parity of reafoning, they bhave
atted oot only coaftitutionally, but emi-
nently for the interelt of the country, in
buying Loutfiana from the whitemen, its

prefent {overeigns.

But independent of corre€t principle
and iteady precedent 1m favor of the ac-
quiremeut of new tt':rrit'ary, it may be

‘worth the while to mention a few of the

{trange confequences which flow from the

Accora
to their reafomng, if by any torce

ide of the houfe contend for.

flicts of the.winds and the waves, a new
{urface of earth fhould emerge from the
neighborhood of Cape Harteras, it would
be unconftitutional to take poffeflion of it.
Yet it appears to me, f{ir, very hke an ab-
{urdity to fay, the United States would
break their bond of union by erefting a
light-houfe on it. Suppofe that by volcanic
aétion, iflands fhould be fuddenly elevated
from the bottom of the neighboring Atlan-
tic, as they have repeatedly rifen g*om the
depths of the Mediterranean, would it
be unconflitutional to take pofleflion of
them ? So far from it, there would on the

‘other hand, be a duty in the government

to aflume the dominion of all adjacent
Again--fuppofe for a moment
that our prefent limits were full of peo-

ple, would it be unconltitutional to pur-
chale additional territory for them to fet-

tle upon ? Mult the hive always contain
its prefent numbers, and no {warm ever
go forth ? At this rate we fhould, beflore
a great laple of time, arrive at a plenum
of inhabitants, and if no new {ettlement
could be obtained for them, the Chinefe
cuftom of infanticide muft be tolerated to
get rid of thofe tender little beings for
whom food enough could not be procured,
to rear them to manhood. And thus,
when this maximum of population fhall
have arrived, thére would be no conttitu-
tional power to purchafle and poflefs any of
the walte lands on this or the other fide of
the Mifhfippi, for them to {pread and thrive
apon. A doctrine again{t which, he con-
fefled that his underltanding revolted.
Our government having 1n this manner
the right of acquiring additional territory,
had very often exercifed that right by a&u-
al purchafes, and by pofleffions and fettle-
ments afterwards. The whole of the re-
cent ftate of Ohio and of the Indiana ter-
ritory, was obtained and peopled in this
manner. And in the fettlement of limits
both on the fide of Florida and Nova-Sco-
tia, the principle bad again and again been
atted upon ; and, ftrange to tell, nobody,

do&trine which the gentlemen of the other

until this eventful time, had poffefled acute-

nefs enough to find out the error.
But the gentleman from Conne&icut,

Mr. Chairman, (Mr. R. Grifwold) con-
tends that even if we had a right to por-

chafe foil, we have no bufinefs with the

inbabitants.  His words however are very
feleét ; for he faid and often repeated it,

that the treaty-making power did not ex-

tend to the admiffion of foreign nations in-
to this confederacy. To this it may be

replied that the prefident and fenate have

not attempted to admit foreign nations into
our confederacy.

good of our people, and their welfare. And
this land congrefs are called upon to pay

They have bought a.
tra&t of land, out of their regard to the

for. Unfortunately for the bargain, this

region contains civilifed and chriftian inha-

bitants ; and their exiftence there, 1t is al.

ledged, mullifies the treaty. The gentle-

man confirues the conftitution of the Unit-

ed Siates very differently from the manner

~will entitle them to.

d, that congrefs thall have pow-
er to difpole of and make all needful rules
and regulations refpeting the terxito-
ry and other property of the United
States, and nothing therein contained (hall
be conftrued (o as to prejudice any claims
of the United States or of any particular
ftate. ol |

In the cafe of Louifiana no injury 1s
done either to the nation or to any f(tate
belonging to that great body politic.—
There was nothing compullory upon the
inhabitants of Lwouifiana, to make them
{tay and fubmit to our government.—
But if they
moflt kindly and wilely provided, that
until they fhould be -admitted to the
rights, advantages and immunities of
citizens of the United States, they fhall
be maintained and proteéted in the en-
joyment of their liberty, property aud
the religion which they profefs. What
would the gentleman propofe that we
fhall do with them? Send them away
the Spanifh provinces, or turn them loofe
in the wildernefs? No, fir, 1t i3 our pur-
pofe to puarfue a muoch more dignificd
{ytem of mealures. It is intended, fir/l
to extend to this newly acquired people,
the blcfhngs of law, and focial order.  To
protect them from rapacity, violence and
anarchy.

nrivileges.  To make them fafe in the
rights of confcience. In'this way they
are to be trained up in a knowledge of our
own laws and inflitutions, They are thus
to ferve an apprenticefhip to hiberty ; they
ar¢ to be raught the leffons of freedom ;
and by degrees they are to be railed to the
enjoyment and practice of independence.
All this is to be done as {oon as poflible ;
that 1s, as faon as the nature of the cafe
will permit ;-and according to the principles
of the federal conflitution. Strange! that
proceedings declarcd on the face of them
to be conftitutional, fhould be inveighed
againit. as violations of the conititution !
Secondly, after they fhall have been a fuf-
ficient length of time 1n this probationary
conditton, they fhall as {oon as the pria-
ciples of the conftitution permit, and con-
formably thereto, be d"’cclar‘cd citizens of
the United States, congrefs will judge of
the time, manner and expediency of this.
The aét we are now about to perfarm will
not confer on them this elevated charadter.
They will thereby gain no admiffion into
this houfe, nor into the other houfe of
congrels. There will be no alien influence
thereby introduced into our councils, By
degrees, however, they will pafs on from
the childhood of republicanifm, through
the improving period of youth, and ar-
rive at the mature experience of manhood.
And then, they may be admitted to the
full privileges which their merit and ftation
. At that time a ge-
neral law of naturalization may be palied.
For I de not venture to aflirm that by the
mere adt uf ceflion, the inhabitants of a
ceded country become of courfe citizens
of the country to which they are annexed.
It feems not to be the cafe unlefls fpecially
provoided for. . By the 3d article it 1s ftipa-
lated, that the inhabitants of Louifiana
{hall hereafter be made citizens ; ergo they
are not made citizens of the U. States by
mere operation of treaty. In counfirmation
of this conftru&tion, 1 will mention the 2d
article of the treaty of amity, commerce and
navigation, between the United States and
his Britannic majelty, concluded in 1794.
It is therein ftipulated that all Britith {ub-
je€ts who fhall continue within the evacu-
ated pofts and preeinéts, fhould be confider-
ed, if they remained there longer than

one year, to have abandoned all allegiance

to the crown of DBritain, and to have made

their eleCtion to become citizens of the .
United States : after which, by takit_lg

the oath of allegiance, they become in-
ftantly, by at of treaty, and by force of
ftatute, citizens of the United States. I
therefore confider the point already adjudg-
ed, when the treaty of 1794 was decided

on, that withoutan at of congrefs, aliens

can be converted 1nto citizens by the pro-
vifions of a treaty duly ratified by the pre-
fident and fenate. In the treaty refpe&-
ing Louifiana, thereis happily no canfe for
alarm.  This power of making citizens
has not been exercifed by the prefident and
{enate ; but at a future day may be ufed by
congrels. |

But I proceed to the {econd objeétion
to the treaty. This is derived from an al-
ledged unconftitutionality in the 7th arti-
cle. By this, it 1s agreed that French
fhips coming direétly from France, or any
of her colonies, loaded only with the pro-
duce or manufactures of France or her faid
colonies fhall be admitted for twelve years
into New-Orleans and other legal ports of
entry in Louifian, without being fubje&t
to any greater duty on merchandize or
tonnage than is paid by our own citizens.
The like covenant exifts with regard to the
fhips, ports and colonies of Spain. This
they fay, is a violatien of a declaration
contained in the gth fetion of the firft ar-
ticle of the conftitution, which declares
that no preference fhall be given by any re-
gulation of commerce or revenue to the
ports of one ftate over thofe of another.

In my view of this fubjeét, Mr. Chair-
man, this prohibitory claufe of the confti-
tution is meant as a check to the legiflative
power of congrels only—and by no means
as a reftraint vpon the treaty making pow-
er of the prefident and fenate. The con-
ftitution leaves this very broad and with
great wifdom ; it being improper and im-
poffible to limit the negociations which it
might be expedient for this government to
maie with other goveanments. TFrom the
filence of the cenftitution on the matter
and extent of, treaties, 1t has been argued
with great appearance of truth and fair.
nefs, that there is no conflitutional boun-

Vin which Mr. M. himfelf did, By the 3d | dary to the treaty-making autyq‘rity.f

conflruétion, merely a quit claim of the pre-

chofe to remain, it had been

to

To make them fecure in their
lives, limbs, property, reputation and civil

i
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ing, the treaty-makiag privilege, being fo
_vait and unlimited, is unfettered by coniti-

tutional impediments, and like that great
charter of freedom itfelf, originates from
its own fource, fupreme laws of the land.
A treaty therefore can {carcely be conceiv-
ed to be unconftitutional, except in the
cale of outraging all common principles,
rights and feclings.  Oun this ground, the
commercial regulations of the 7th article
are fecured againit all charges of7 unconfti-
tationality.

But, even if the treaty-making power
was not fo extenfive and mighty, there
would be no violation of any of its direc-
tions by granting the favors to Spain and
France which -the .treaty ftipulates, Tor
the preference forbidden by the coaftituti-
on apphies to ftates in the union and equal
members thereof, . The domain we are
about to acquire is not a ftate, for thatisa
fovereign and independent republic. Nor
i8 it a province ; this being an inhabited
country {ubdued by force of arms. Nor
is it a colony, which is a {prout er {cion,
as it were of the parent trunk., In its re-
lation to us, 1tis a territory, a word figni-
fying a peculiar and mingled idea of a
couatry and ishabitants in the inchoate or
nitial condition of a republic. By the
treaty therefore there isno preference given
to one {tate over another, 10 any commer-
cial regulations. The port of New-Or-
leans 13 not a part of any ftate in the uai-
on, The abolition of the difcriminating
duties in favor of the two Euaropean nati-
ons is coafined abfolutely to the ports of
Loutfiana, They have no preference in
the ports of any of the {tates. Nor is
there given to oncany advantage over the
other. Inright conltruétion, thefe indul-
gencies are, 1n fact, a part of the purchafle
monéy ; and on account of this valuable
confideration, congrels will have lefs ino-
ney to appropriate and the nation thereby
be faved from feveral milljons of additional
debt,  Our conftituents have certainly
great reafon to rejoice at  this, I there-
fore conclude that the apprehenfion and
alarm expreffed by the two gentlemen from
Virginia (Mr, J. Lewis and Mr. Griffin)
were wholly unfounded. There is no
breach of the coultitution.

Notwithittanding all this, one gentleman
{ays, the adoption of the 7th article will
give ¢ a death wound to the northern
commerce of the United States :’? and
another declares, ¢ that under ity France
aod Spain will gain a monopoly of the
commerce and navigation of Loutfiana, &
the adjacent country,”  Mr. M, {aid he
conld not conceive how this fhould hap.
pen. Every fince the ratification of the
treaty ot 8¢ Lorenzo el Real, there had
a great refort ef American veflels to the
Mifliippi. - From New-York in particular
there liad been large and frequent commer-
cial intercourfe, almolt ever fince that time.
This had been rapidly increafing, and pro-
mifed to be more and more important-—

and all this under a forergn jurifdiétion,

and while Lonifiana belanged to Spaiu,
Now that proviace was about to ke chang.
ed into a territy of the United States,—
What an augmentation of tonnage and
navigation might we not expe@, when
our own Miffilippi (hould be whitened with
our caovas ¥ How eagerly would the eait-
ern and middle ftates engage 1n a carrying
trade, now rendered eafy and free from
impediment. It appeared to him that the

| tranfportation of the vaft and valuable pro.

ductions of both banks of that river, would
increale the dewand for vefiels.  Greater
capital will be called for to carry on the
Louifiana commerce, and greater profits
would refult, Ship building and all the
attendant arts would be promoted: - The
number of feamen would be augmented —
who trained up to maritime dilciplined in
merchant veflels, might on any appearance
of danger be transferred to the navy, aud
ferve as the bulwark and fate-guard of the
nation. Valuing moft highly as he did,
the commercial profperity of the U. States,
he confidered that a new {pring would be
given to all its enterprize, by the acquifi-
tion of Louifiana, «
and difpatch in navigation would overmarch
and bear down all the competition of the
I'rench aad Spauiards. A more caordial
union would be promoted between the
weltern and caltern ftates ; who would then
be connefted by the ftrong ties of com-

merce and interelt, as well as of law and

policy ; and the jealoufies, by which at-
tempts had been made to divide them, and

which had been raifed to a mountainous

magnitude, would be entirely levelled and
done away. He was confident thatall the

Atlantic feaports; and beyond ali, the great

commercial city which he reprefented,
would participate largely of the benehis
flowing from our complete fovereignty of
the Muffifippt and all its waters.

‘Mr. M. then applauded the mild and dig-
nified condu& of an adminiftration, which
had accomplifhed thele great events by
peaceful means, rather than war ; and
concluded, that if in the courfe of his ob-
{ervations he had not been {uccelsful in
convincing the underftandings of the gen-
tlemen who thought differently from him,
he had at lealt exprefled fome of the rea-
fons which “governed his judgment and
would guide his vote on. the propolfition
then depending.,  Hehoped the refolution
would be agreed to, for making immediate
preparatory provifion to take poffeflion of
Louifiana, according to the ftipulations of
the treaty.

Mr. J. Randolph faid, that a fenfe of du-
ty alone could have induced him to rife at
that late hour. IHe wilhed te call the at-
tention of the committee to a flipulation
in the treaty of London. Here Mr. R.
read an extradt from the 3d article of that
treaty, whcrcby t.-,hc United States are pl::d g
¢d not to impofe on imports in Britith vel
fels from their territories in America, ad-

¥ jacemt to the Unzted States, any higher du-

Qur {lill in coavmerce

.-

if brought into our Atlantice portsin A
t merican bottoms. In this cale, he {uid.

g&ntlemcn cauld not avail t.hemfclves of
- ‘the diftin&ion taken by his fitend from
| Maryland ( Mr. Nicholfon) between a ter-
ritory and a flate, even if they were
fo difpofed,—~fince the ports in queftion
were porls of a flate. 'The ports of New-

of that ftate, as the city of New-Yirk

cers, were governed by the fame regulati-
ons, as other ports; duties were exacted
at them, aod yet under the article of the
Britifh treaty whieh had been juft read,
Britith bottoms could and'did coter them
fubjett to no higher duties than were paid
by American bottoms inthe Atlantic ports.
Mr. R. {aid that he did not mean to affirm
that this exemption made by the treaty of
London was conftitutional, fo long as a
diftintion prevailed betwéen A mesican
and DBritifh bottoms in ‘other ports. He
| had never given a vote to carry that treaty
into effe—but he hoped the aentleman
from Conneclicuty, both of whom he be-
lieved had done {o ; one of whom, at leait,
he koew bad been a confpicuous advocate
of that treaty ; he hoped that gentleman,
(Mr. Grifwold) would nform the commit-
tee how he ‘got over the conftitutional ob-
jeClion to this article of the treaty of Lon-
don, which he had endeavored to urge
againlt that under difcuffion. How could
the gentleman, with the opinion which he
now holds, agree to admit Britifh bottoms
ioto certain ports, on the fame terms on
which American bottoms were admitted
into American ports, genevally ? Thereby
making that very difference, giving that
very preference tothele particular ports of
certain ftates, which he tells us cannot
couflitutionally be given to the port of
New-Orleans ; although that port is not
within any {tate, and if his (Mr. Grif-
wold’s) do&rine be correét, ‘not even
within the United States, |
‘T'he gentleman from Conneélicut profefl-
ed a. wifh that this important difcuffion
(hould be condu&ted with moderation and
candor. In this {entiment he concurred —
he was thevelore ;altogether unprepared,
after this preamble, to hear the gentleman
from Canneéticut reprefent the treaty in
| queftion 2s conceding the moft valuable
commercial privileges to I'rance and Spain,
and thereby fapping the very foundacion of
our carrying trade.

—_——

| ed, not as conceding advantages in trade to
| thofe nations, but as fecuring them to

ourfelves. The article in gueition did ine
deed profefs to grant, for limited time,

to French and Spanith veflels, laden with
the produéls of tlieir refpe&ive countries;
almiffion into the ports of the ceded terri-
tory, on tqual terms with our own fhips.
But although; nominally an advantage has
been conceded to thelznations, fubllantially
their fitaation was changed  for the worfe,
and the benefit 1n fa@’ conferred on us. —
For what were our rights in thele ports,
and what were theirs, fetting afide he
treaty: ? The treaty then had rven‘dered our
fitvation more-eligible and theirs tfs {o. g
How thew could' gentlemen declare th*
was calculated to injure our carrying rrade 2
Wher by it our trade was put on the foot-
ing of ablolute fecorty-——whillt that of
France and Spain was admitted under cons
fiderable reftrictions, enjoyingy in but one
particular. and for twelve years only an
equality with ours.  Their trade, before
on {fo fuperior a foatiog, had defcended
from 1ts pre-eminence 1n privilege, and
given way to ourd.  And yet gentlemen
warn us of the defiruétion of our carrying
trade, and commercial prolperity, from
the very fource which has enlarped and
fecured both, Tlie enewics of the treaty,
therefore, are the advocates of the trade of
F'ravce and Spain, and the enemies, {o far,
of our own. Siuce by retaining thingsin
their prefent polture, they would continve
to thofe narions the {uperior advantages
whizh they now enjoy in the ports of
Louifiana, they would continue the reltric-
tions which heretofore have fettered our
commerce to that-country, and they would
refufe to put our trade on a footing f{upe-
rior to that of Trance and Spain.

“But whilt gentlemen endeavor to alarm
us with the idea of this formidable compe=
tition, I cannot, fir, (faid Mr. R.) feel
a moment’s apprehenfion from this quar-
ter. Exclufive of the limitation of twelve
ycars, and the reftrition that their car-
poes {hall be of Freach or Spanmifh growth
or manufa&ure, who, that confidered the

prefent condition and future profpeé&sof

thofe countries could regard them as for-
midable commecrcial competitors?” Was
there not infinitely greacer probability that
the 3d article of the treaty of London,
which had no limitation as to time, and
embraced our whole frontier on the fide of
Canada, would enable Great-Brtain to
{fupply that frontier on terms as cheap, or
cheaper, than we ourfelves could? =
- 'With more candor, however, the gena
tleman has boldly avowed that heﬂ_éal
among the number of thofe who, ;}"'\t""_fhg'
laft {eflion of congrefs, were for purfuing
 ¢¢ vigorous meafures,” for enforcing our
| rights in relation to the Miflifippl. 'What
thofe vigorous meafures were the houfe
would be at wo. lofs to determine. The
gentleman had difdained to deny his prin-
ciples—he« would not - now fhrink from
-what he had then advocated, and Mr. R.
l faid he applanded him for it.
r. Randolph faid the gentleman had
laid his premifes a great way off, asif from

| the expeftation that they would not be

clofely examined, - and that, therefore,
I there would be nothing to appofe to the
conclufions which he had drawn from them.
| He had Rated a cafe fearccly {fuppoleable,
and from it wicered the very prmeiple 1o
gueftion. Hix wholé arghment was found-
ed on prefuming the very principle to be

| York, on the lakes, were as much ports

itfelf—=They had their’ caltom-houfe ofli,

In the fpirit of candor
the ftipulations in queltion would be view-



