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70 THE PEOPLE OF MARYLAND.

"he committes appointed in a public
_meeting of the ertizens of Raltim re, held
ot the merehants’ Coffve-House, on the 7th
inst. for the purpose of collecting informati.
on relative to, and devising a plan for the
establishment of Woollen and cotton manu-
factories = having several times convened to
deliberate on the subject of their appoint-
ment, and having been favored with, and
examined a variety of communications from

- gentlemen in different parts of the country,

“eontaining very useful remarks and observa-

tions on the practicab lity of carrying so de-

‘sirahle an establishment into operation—beg }

leave to offer the followidg exp sition. of

_their impressions on this interesting subject,

to their fello . -citizens.

Your committee are convinced that a cri-
gis of all othery, the most favou_rable since
the United States became a nation, for the
establishment of manufactories has arrived ;
a period when, if they jndge correctly o
public opinion, it is with very few excepti-

tions in favor of making the experiment.
But in an undertaking of this nature, the |

real and supposed difficulties to be encoun-

tered, have heretofore been thought so nu-

merous as to be insurmountable ; it has
therefore become the duty of this commit-
tee to ascertain what these difficulties really
are. and whether they have not in time past
been greatly magnified either through timi-

dity, or by those whose interests were op-

posed to such establishments. The objecti-
ons which have been offered may perhaps be

~ condensed into the following—
 gst. The impraeticability of finding per.
* sons qualified to construct and finish labuu-r-

-
i

als. '

saving machinery. : s
2d. The difficulty of producing suitable
characters to conduet and superintend such

' 7 establighments. _ | _
7. ad. The scarcity of certain raw materi-

~ath, The high price oflabour.
- gth. The " ant of sufficient eapital, and
~ 6th. That, even after all the preceding

ob'staﬁl'cs had been overcome, one still. prea-
 ger wounld be found to.exist in procuring a

~ parket for such artieles as might be fabri-

»HﬁmLf e

Although the eammittee may be incom-

I‘ petent to obviate and remove all these diffi-
culties and objections, yet if in the succeed-

“ing remarks they are fortunate enough to
“point out the futility of some, and weaken

gl
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the force of others, they will rest satisfied
that the time consumed in throwing these
observations together has not been misap-

lied, and will have the satisfaction of be-
rieving whatever may be the effect of the
present report on the public mind, that they

have endeavoured to render their fellow-ci

tizens a service by this feeble attempt to
urge the propriety and expediency of an es-
tablishment, which they are convinced
would tend to promote the general elfare.

Taking then the - bject in the ordinary

I-state they would answer to the first.~That

sinee this business has been agitated, the

Jetters received by the chairman and others

containing offers of service from persons of
avowed experience. declaring themselves
¢ mpetent to construct and finish any  ma-
chine necessary in carding, spinning and
weaving cotton or wool, go most complete-
ly to retute this nbjection, |

The same documents are applicable in re-
moving the second diificulty, viz. that of
procuring suitable characters to conduct and
snperintend the work ;° and aithough some
doubts may have remained on this part of
out, subject, yet we feel confident that an
attentive perusal of the letters referred to,

~ will effectually remove them ; for ourselves,

we consider the fact as completely ascertain-
ed as the former. The third objection is
one which we cannot so easily overcome ;
o remove it entirely Is at present imprac-
ticable. It is true our eountry produces
some wool, but your commitiee are aware
that the quantity is by no means sufficient
for the supply of an extensive manufactory.

- yet they believe enongh may be obtained to

gommence and carry on an undertaking on
a small scale,which s perhaps all we oughtat

present to ealculate mpon or attempt to set

on foot as relates to this article, But i it
was once generally known that a market for
the purchase of wool would be regularly
kept open and sufficient encouragement gi-

ven to farmess and others for encreasing the
3uant1ty and improving the quality, no

" o nsiderable supplies might be obtained of

oubt can be entertained that 1n a few years

that kind used in the fabrication of midling
and common cloths. The:c being articles
of primary necessity ough first to claim at-
antion. : i

Should our present political difficalty be,
‘ by many expected, encreased to an ac-

warfare, establishments of this kind
hecome absolutely necessary, even
‘ng the very troops who might be

» fight our battles 5 1in that case

y be questioned that a bounty
owed either by the federal or
uent,tor the growth & improve-

ty of so essential an article as

wld this last expectation not
+eonstant and encrsasing de-

i
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“here than

cerned.

As respects the article of cotton, nothing
further need be said, than that it is produced
from our own soil in such quantities, and of-
forded for sale at so low a rate as to be a pro-
firable manufacture, even to private indivi-
duals without capital. |

The 4th objectioil has, by many persons
&'some of considerable experience,been tho’
entitled to more weight than the committee
feel sensible of, or can attach to 'it. They
are not ignorant that the nominal price of
labour is considerable, but they believe its
comparative and actoal value is liktle greater
in some other countries where
manufacturing is carried on to great extent,
To f rm a correct judgment in this case, it
beeomes necessary to ascertain, whather the
labourer or tradesman in this country who
receive from forty to one hundred and thir-
ty three cents per day, their boarding being
furnished can procure more of the actual
convenieniées of life, such as cloathing,
furniture ete, than the same description of
persons can in Enpland, on a salaryZof from
tfshilling to 2 and 6 pence sterling, for the
same portion of labour. Your committee
have ne dataat hand hich will positively

determine this question ; but from the best |

information obtained on the subject, they
feel a strong conviction, that the difference,
if any, is very trifling ; but suppose it was
eonsiderable it would be more than counter-

‘ballaneed in the manufactory of cotton, by

the reduced price at which we can procure
that article. The committee recommend to
those who are in the habit of complaining
of the exorbitant charges of our labourers
and mechanics, toreflect for a moment on
the small comparative valse of money a-
mongst us—they also beg leave to remark,
that in an undertaking of this kind, the es-

timates of the annual value of labour ought

to be very differently formed, from those
which are made'for a day or a week on
board our vessels, or on our wharves ; in

the one case it is tkansient and uncertain,

in the other it would be permanent and sta-
tionary ; hence those embracing the latter
would be disposed o render their services
at a2 much lower rate than under the preca.
vious circumstances of the former. Hereafter
an attempt may be made te shew that the

number of labourers will be greately encreas- |

ed, consequently the value of their services
will be proportionably diminished.
Leaving, then, for the present, this part of
our investigation, we come next to answer
the fifth objection—namely, the want of
snfficient capital. Here, as as in the former
case, we apprehend the difficulty is less real
than smaginary ; it 1s a fact known to many
that our monied institutions were never in a
better state as to specie, than at present, and
it may with equal confidence be asserted,
that no public establishment of common
magnitude, has long languished in this
country for want of suitable support, where
any reasonable expectation of success in the
undertaking at no very remote period, could
be pointed out ; and as your committee be-
heve, that to insure success, 1t is only neces
sary to embrace the means within your

power ; they would also suppese it rather |

uncharitable to suspect that an undertaking
of such general importance as the one now
under consideration should not hind advocates
in abundance, w lling to embark sums suffi-
ciert to execute the work on the broadest
scale which may be proposed to them.
They are not without assurances from
diflerent quarters that if a plan similar to
that which will hereafter be submitted to
your consideration was laid before the public
it would be subseribed to with avidity, The
co operation of a few influential individuals
to aid in our labor, would doubtless procure
all the capital required at a very early peri-
od 3 & as an inducement to those wha may
yet be unacquainted with the subject, we
venture to assert that all the coarser fabrica.
tions fron: ®,tton wool can be manufactured
cheaper here than in Great Britain, In
reply to the sixth and last cbjection, yoi.r
committee beg leave to state, that should we
anfortunaetly be imvolved in a war, our
necessities would not only cowmpel us to

‘become our own manufacturers, but would

furnish a market at the door for all our fabri-
gations. War, however, is an event which
the committee seriously deprecate, and are
willing te cherish the hopes of peace to as
great an extent as any of their fellow citi-
zens 3 assuming then for the moment an
assurance that this calamity will not over.
take us, but that either the embargo or non-
importation acts continue in force, and the
measare will still be indispensibly necessary ;
now if any of the above predicated events
do occur, some of which may be calculated
almost certain, there could be no possible
difficulty in vending all we contemplate to
manufacture, and more, at a generous price,
such as wounld leave a handsome profit, to
the credit of the establishmen%. Heretofore
capital has been wanting to enable those
embarked In such pursuits, to offér their
fabrications on the same terms of credit as
were given by importing merchants : this
circumstance has béen more detrimental to
the success of such undertakings than any
other. '

Your committee are strengthened in that |

opinion by several letters now in their pos-
eession, even as relates to the manufacturing
of woollen cloth; on¢ of them from a gen-
tleman of veracity and intelligence, who
has made the experiment for himself within
the last three years, states, that the resalt
was a thorough conviction that the business
““ ' would be lucrative wigh good management
of a capital sufficiently large to avoid the
losses incident to a necessity of making
forced sales.” Again in the possible event

- of a general peace i Europe, a large propor-
“tion of our external commerce would be

sappressed, hence a great number of those
heretofore empleyed in the shipping depart.
ment must be left destitute cf the mcans,

heretofore used for support, and many arti-

cles of clothing formerly purchased abroad
will be required at home ; this will inerease
the consumption of our fabrications, while
from the saine sgurce the number of laborers
will be multiplied; afid in the same ratio

‘will the value of their services be diminished ; |
| . ! a sti!l further merease of quantity and dim:
' cloths, may be relied on | :

J

|

to afford sufficient stimulus to those con- jed on as resolting from the same{smifce,
when ouar export trade is restricted within .
> the narrow limits df a peace establhishiment,

the pursuits of farming and agriculture will
grow less valuable, and no inore of the earth
will be cultivated than is found necessary to
supply the demand for produace ; this 1n

many parts of the country will leave a con-

siderable number unemployed, a portion of
whom, no doubt, would cheerfully engage
on moderate terms in such an establhishment ;
taking it then as granted that several of the
above events are even more than probable,
and that the consequences here pointed out
will as inevitably flow from them, it eannot
be denied that the consumption of our ma-
nufactures must greatly increase. ‘This we

consider as a very material item in the chain |

of facts and circumetances which tend to

justify your committe in recommending the
proposed measure to be carried into immedi-
ate execution, |

Having now gone through with our an-
swers to the objections stated in such man-

ner as we hope will be, 1n some measure, |

satisfactory to all who are not inimical to
our own views, and who read the preceding
and following remarks with a desire to pos-
sess themselves of such information as the

committee have been enabled to collect on

the subject, We come next to speak of the
proposed measure in general terms.

That the time will come when the United

States must and owught to manufacture her

own supplies of clothing and other necessa-
ry articles, if she 15 ever to become com-
pletely an Zndefiendent. nation, few, if any

will attempt to controvert ; the principal

~difference in opinion appears to be respecting

the time and manner of commencing these
operations,

Your Committee are not only disposed to
believe, but are convinced, that the period

‘has arrived, when it would be proper to make

a beginning ; taught by present experience
to apprehend that our intercourse with the
countries of Europe may be frequently in-
terrupted ; we should think ourselves scep-
tical, longer to resist a conviction of the ne-
cessity we are under to prepare for furnish-
ing the requisite supplies at home, and should
also feel ourselves wanting in patriotism to

‘doubt the practicability of obtaining among

our fellow-citizens a sum sufficient to ensure

the execution of our plan. The measure is
laudable, it is necessary and merits, as we
trust it will receive, the approbation and sup.
port of the wealthy and influential. To
those we first address ourselves, because v e
know that much is in their power ; but our
vie +'s and wisher are, to unite as much as

‘possible every class of the community in

|
|

this undertaking. The aspect of our poli-
tical horizon 1s too gleomy to admit of car

resting in a state of self-security, it is the

part of prudence to meet the threatened dan
ger s without p{_ppbrtionate Ipréparation, a
listless apathy may prove extremely prejudi-
cial, o |

It has before been stated that the present
1s a favorable crisis fqr,cnmmencing a manu-
facturing establishment. Some proofs of the
fact have already been offered, should more
be required they are at hand : A%

of absolute necessity, which it is now in
our power fo fabricate. Kot
2d. Because we have an abundant sup-
ply of certain raw materials, the native
growth and produce eof our soil, which fo-
reigners have been accustomed to take from
us at almost their own price, and to charge
what they please for the same articles in a
manufactured state.

3d, Because it is now impracticable, and
may hereafter be very difficult, to export their
articles to any advantage.

4th. Because either in case of a war be-
tween ourselves and any of the nations in
Europe, of a general peace throughout the

world, large proportion of our population

would be thrownentirelyout of empl: yment,

consequently spme means must be devised
for their support. Kere an appeal might be
made to every candid mind, whether any
medium more rational or more likely to be
beneficial to them or the community, can
be suggested than that on which we have
been called to deliberate.

‘We speak from the pressare of conviction,
feeling as we do for our country, the neces-
sity; and eonvinced as we are of the practi-
cability of the measure, it is with pleasure
the present opportunity is embraced to offer
our sentiments on the occasion. Some per-
sons of very respectable standing in society,
and great general experience having ex-
pressed doubts as to the success of any
such establishment, where a large number
of individuals are concerned, the commit-
tee in order to obviate this difficulty, beg
leave to call the attention of thetr fellow-
citizens to the manner in which turn pike
roads i our own and the very neighboring
states, have been cut and paved. To the
course pursued by companies associated for
the purpose of erecting very extensive bridg

‘es, such as those over the Schuylkill and

the Delaware. T'o the plan adopted by the
Manhatten company in New-York, the
Watch companies both in Philadelphia, and
this city.  All of which are associated on
principles nearly similar to what we propose :
They would then ask whether these ass: ci-
ations have not in several instances, em-
braced objects as complex and difficnlt, and
which required as great, if not greater, ex-
tent of capital than the one now under con-
templation ! and they venture to add, that
none of these gave gredter promise of bheing
really usetul or of affording a better interest
to subscribers. |

To remove all further doubts on the occa-
sion, the public are reminded that no very |

serious difficuities have ever been experienc-

1- ed in any of the above associations from the

necessity of entrusting their business to be

..
' conducted by managers, or directors,chosen

trom among the stockholders ; nor do they

| learn that any greater delay 1 executing

nutiou in the price of labor may be calcuiat. | Hae several works in which they have been

\

L]
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1st. Because we Rave heretofore been de-
pendent on foreigh nations for many articles

| still human beings—and shall they

etigaged has resulted from that hecessity.
On the contrary, it is believed that where
a few persons of integrity, and in other

respects well dualified to perform the ser- "

vice for which they are selected, and fur-
nished with the requisite funds, will in ge-
neral execute and carry into effect plans and
undertakings of this sort, more expeditious-

ly, and with fio greater expence, than

when the work is private and interesting to
themselves principally : first because the
undertaking being public no director would
think his own partialities ousht to be grati-
fied to the same extent as if it was of a private
nature 3 hencé a varietv of little jarrings
and much unimportant debate 15 avoided,
which frequently retards the progress of bu.-
siness more than the most necessary delibe-
ration on matters of much greater import.

Second. because directors or managers

© OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, -
Commuanicated for the Federal Gazette. /
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- Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, »
to the Chairman of the Committee of |
Ways and Means : accompanying a bill .
authorising the raising of an additional
number of seamen for the service of the
- United Srates : presented Jan. 25, 1808,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
January 19, 1808.
Sir,

I have the honor to inclose thecopy of a  /
letter from the secretary of the navy, to- |
gether with an additional estimate of five
hundred seamen, and the provisions for the
same, for one year, amounting to one hun- ’
dred and thirteen thousand nine hundred and

fifteen dollars and seven cents.
I have the henor to be,
Respectfully,
| Sir,
Your obedient servant,

are always accountable to those who place
them in office, and know that any neg.
lect of duty or mal-practice on their part
will end in disgrace and exposure in public
view ; hence, both the hope of acquiring
reputation, and the fear of punishment o-
perate as a stimulous to the mind.

That we can. fr m amongst our citizens,
select persons qualified to manage such an
establishment, ought not to be doubted ;
this fact being admitted, what then is left
to discourage us from prosecating the work ?
Shall we answer nothing but our fears . that
money vested in this way will produce less
interest than in Bank or Jnsurance stock; & are
we so selfish as to reject all undertakings
whose p sitive proof cannot be adduce®that
they will be Tucrative ? For the honor of our
city and the ¢ untry at large it is hoped that
this stioma will n t rest upon us.

Your committee fearful that the length of
their report will render it tiresome—-this,
as well as their method. the reader is soli-
cited to excuse, and permit them to add a
few ideas, thesabstance of which hasl ng
enpaged the attention of several worthy
fello « citizens, who are anxious to make
this establishment subservient to one of
the most praise-worthey purposes——viz. aw
asylum for the poor—-many of whom are
even now in a suffering condition ; these,
whatever may have been their foibles are
stretch
forth the supplicating hand in vain? No--
forbid it charity, forbid it benevolence !—~
These are yet entitled to the protection of
the commurity ; but this, alas 1s two fre-
quentlv denied them ; and reduced as they
often are te the last stages of distress and
misery. it is a fact by no means surprising,
that their very errors and vices grow out of
their poverty and wretchedness much more
frequently thav their viscious habits reduce
them to indigence, in the first instance.

To relieve thes: with a benevolence wor-
thy the people of Maryland, we think ought
to constitute a powerful inducement to set
on foot our undertaking, upon a scale suffi-
ciently extensive to employ all she indigent
(capahle of bodily laboar) in our vicinity.
Experiments of this kind in other cities and
in other countries have succeeded to admira-
tion, surpassing even the most sanguine ex-
pectations of their projectors.  Witness the
establishments at the Poor & Work-houses
in Philadelphia ; and those set on foot un.
der the auspices of our coeuntryman, couant
Rumford, in Bavaria.

If there were no others, these alone would
furnish sufficient testimony of the utility
and oreat benefit te be derived from such
1Institut)ons, ~

Le' us then endeavor to interest our legis.
lature, by inviting them to become stock-
holders, on behalf of their constituents, in
the fund proposed to be raised for this valu-
able purpose. ILet the shares into which
the stock is divided be small, and subscribed
for in all the counties in the state, so shall
we ensure to the establishment customers for
its fbrications from every quarter. by inter-
esting a large number 1n the success of our
experiment ; and as many who now subsist
partly on public charity, may contribute a
portion of labour towards carrying on the

work, it is presumed we shall experience
much less difficulty in that particular than

has been apprehended, especially as our plan

may hercafier embrace the erection of suit.
able buildings for their accommodation, and

*the purchase of every necessary for their

support at the lowest wholesale rate.
Should this part of our proposition ulti
mately succeed agreeably to our wishes,
which is confidently expected, we feel a
pleasing presentiment that the subscribers

to this fund will, i process of time, be hailed |

as benefactors of the human race, and authors
of a great national as well as individual
benefit, |

Although the manufacture of cotton and
wool may and ought principally to occupy
the attention of such an association, yet the
more cffectually to accommodate that des.
cription of persons last mentioned, it might
be found strictly proper to devote aportion of
capital to other objects. Your committee
may be too sanguine ; but feeling as they
do, it would excite no sarprise if, in less
than seven years, our wealthy merchants
and farmers should find this a very desirable
school of industry and useful information,
where they may be anxious te send their
sans, for the acquisition of a knowlecge far
more useful 1n common life than tedious
counting-house calculations, dry studies of
the faw, or medical disquisitions. We admit
the great utility of these seiences, but deny
the necessity of multiplying the nominal
professors of them, believing that our coun-
try already teems with them to overflowing.
It is respectfully suggested, that the time
cannot be very distant, when something
more beneficial must be resorted to.

In behalf of the committe,
(Signed) Bl g
WILLIAM PATTERSON,

Chairman,
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A stated quarterly meeting of the Bz:]ti-

more Mechanical vlounteers will be held at

Peck’s hotel on Saturday evening next, at 6
o’clock. Pungtual attendance is requested.

JOS. K. STAPLETON, Sec'ry.
January 20.

ALBERT GALLATIN. . -
Hon, George W, Campbell,

Chatrman of the Com- .
muiteeof Ways & Means. |

leory. ]
NAVY DEPARTMENT,

January 18, 1808, -

Sir, |
The estimate of the expense of the navy
for th» year one thousand eight hundred and
eight, forwarded t0 you on the nineteentlx
October, one thousand eight hundred and |

i

seven, was made under the impression thae
nine hundred and twenty-five seamen, which
15 five hundred less than the laws anthorise
the executive to employ, might be sufficient
for this year. | |
The president, however, has this day di-
rected an -additional estimate, comprehend-
ing all theseameén authorised by law, and not
estimated for in my first estimate for the na-
vy service, for this year, be prepared and
submitted to congress. I, therefore, now
transmit to you herewith such additional es-
timate ; by which 1t will be perceived, that
to enable the executive to employ the whole
number of seamen authorised by law, there
will be required in addition tothe sums stat-
ed in my first estimate, for ¢ pay and sub-
sistence of the navy,” and for ¢ provisions,”’
the following sums, that istosay :
For'pay and subsistence of |
{ the navy, B 72,000
For provisions, 41,915 07
Which sums, added to the amount of
these 1items 1n the original estimate, increase
them as follows, that isto say : g |
l For pay and subsisténce. i
O:::inal sum estimated, $ 206,048 00

i

Am’t of additional estimate 72,000 OO
Whole amount required for
R TR % 368,018 00
| For previsions. |
~ Original sum estimated, @ 120,850 03
Am’t of additional estimate, 41,915 07
Whole amount required for | |
provisions, | % 162.765 10
P I am, respectfully, Nirs
Sir, |

Your obedient servant,

ROBERT SMITH. a
Hon., A. Gallatin, Secretary. :
of the Treasury. i |

(Signed)

- |
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Extract of a letter from Maraew Lxow,
M., C. to his friend in Kentucky.
|« Inclosed you have the National Intelli-
| gencer of the 23d ult. which contains the:
embargo law, and Mr. Smith’s statement off
the proceedings of congress thercon. Yow ‘
will perceive thereby that I voted against
the bill, on which I should have made no
¢omment, nor on my opposition to it. had
not that paper contained a string of observa~
tions censuring my vote, and calling on those ¢
who opposed the bill to give praise, glory
and confidence to its supporters.
« It is there called a strong measure. L
must confess it 13 so, as it respects the sa-
| crifice of individual property, and credit ;
it 15 a strong measure, as it respects the di-
minution of our revenue and national resour-
ces 3 but I considered it weak, as it respecis
Great Britain, against whom. according to
Mr. Smith, it is most pointed ; although
the president’s message and the communica-
ti ' n on which the embargo 1s founded, say
| nothing about embargoing against the Bri-
tish. While they can obtain a share of
| provisions for their West-India possessions:
from Canady and Nova-Scotia, and lamber
in abundance ; while our coasting vessels, |
carrying pr. visiins from one port toanother, /
may be blown off, as they call it, and reach’
the West-Indies 3 fw'hile Britishl;vesselsmay'
‘come into our ports in ballast, takisg in




