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./« . DECLARATION. . |
 The declaration issaed at Petersburgh by
| his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russins,
“has excited in his Majesty’smind the strong-
est sensationsof astonishment and regret.
His Majesty was not unaware of the na-
ture of those secret engagements which had
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the hope, that a review ot the transactions |
of that unfortunate negociation, and the
just estimate of its effects upon the glory of |
the Russian name, and upon the nterests ot |
the Russian FEmpire, would have induced

his Imperial Majesty to extricate himself

from the embarrassment of those new coun-
sels and connexions which he had adopted

in a moment of despondency and alarm ; &

turn to a policy more congenial to the prin-

ciples which he has so invariably professed,

and more conducive to the honour of his

Crown and to the prosperity of his domi-

n1ONS.

This hope has dictated to his Majesty the
utmost forbearance and moderation in all
his diplomatic intercourse with the Court of
St. Petersburgh since the Peace of Tilsit.

His Majesty had much cause for suspici- !
on, and just ground of complaint. But he
abstained from the language of reproach.—
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His Majesty deemed it necessary to require
specific explanation withrespect to those ar-
rangements with France; the concealment of
which from his Majesty could not but con-
firm the impression already received of their
character and tendency. But his Majesty,
nevertheless, directed the demand of that ex-
planation to be made, not only without as-
perity or the indication of any hostile dispo-
sition, but that considerate regard to the
feelings and situation of the Emperor of
Russia, which resulted from the recollection
of former friendship, and from confidence
interrupted but not destroyed.

The declaration of the Emperor of Rus.
sia proves that the object of his Majesty’s
forbearance and moderation has not been
attained. It proves, unhappily, that the in-
fluence of that power, which is equally and
essentially the enemy both of Great Britain
and of Russia, has acquired a decided as-
cendancy in the Councils of the Cabinet of
St. Petersburgh, and has been able to excite
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whese long established connexion, & whose
mutual interests prescribed the most intimate !
union and co-operation. _

His majesty deeply laments the extension
of the calamities of war. But called upon
as he is. to defend himself against an act of
unprovoked hostility, his Majesty is anxious
to refute, in the face of the world, the pre-
texts by which that act is attempted to be
justified. @ ‘ |

The declaration asserts, that his Majesty
the Emperor of Russia has twice taken up

Febtuary 22 d4t arms in a caunse in which the interests of G.
French Goods & Millencry, | Britain was more direct than his own ; and
\ Just reép'ive& ner the ship Lorenzo, of Phila- founds upon this assertion the’«‘hafge against

Great Britain afhaving neglected (0 secund

and support the military operations of Rus-
sla.
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Notice is hereby Given,

- That *‘he Commissioners of the Tax for
Baltimore county, will meet at No. 44, N
Gay-street, on Tuesday, the st day of March
next, and will sit the two tollowing days, for
the purpose of hearing appeals and making
transiers (rom persons residing in gaid county
~and precincts.

By order. |

His Majesty willingly does justice to the
motives which originally engaged Russia in
the great struggle against France. His Ma-
jesty avows, with equal readiness, the inter-
ests which Great Britain has uniformly taken
in the fates and fortunes of the powers of
the continent.  But it would surely be dif-
ficult to prove that Great Britain, who was
herself in a state of hostility witk Prussia
when the war broke out between Prussia &
France, had an interest & a duty more direct
in espousing the Prussian quarrel, than the
Emperor of Russia jthe Ally of his Prussian
Majesty, the Protector of the North of Eu-
rope, and the Guarantee of the Germanic
Constitution. |
It is not in a public declaration that his
majesty can discuss the policy of having at
any particular period of the way, effected,
oromited to effect, disembarkations of troops
en the coast of Naples.—But the instance
of the war with the porte is still more sin-
gularly chosen -to illustrate the charge a-
gainst Great-Britain of indifference to the
interest of ber ally: a war undertaken by
Great Britain at the instigation of Russia,
and solely for the purpose of maintaining
Russian interests against the influence of
France. 45 3oy 1
It, how everthe peace of Tilsit is, indeed
to be considered as the consequence and
punishment of the imputed inactivity of
Great-Britain, his majesty cannot but regret
that the emperor of Russia should have re-
sorted to so precipitate and fatal a measure
at the moment when he had received dis-
tinct assurances that his majesty was make
ing the most strenuous exertions to further
the wishes and expectations of his ally (as-
surances which his imperial majesty recetv-
ed and acknowledged with apparant confi.
SAM. VINCENT, Clerk. dence and satisfaction ;) and when his ma-
3 : - jesty was in fact prepared to employ for the
Baltlmore Volunteer Gu ards | advancement of the common object of the
You will meet at My s Hotel, in Market. | War, those forces, which after the peace of
_.:ttll'cet. tO-mfu;ycl;wl'l evening, at 6 o'clock, for | Tilsit, he was under ' the necessity of em-
-'tI:n?:: p\:);?) Owﬂ? bitl:’%u;);saet?l;:a?net:.n;}lfe%: I:;-- Plﬁ?mg o d_lsconcer!; 4 Cﬂl‘:nbinzftinn direet-
the company. | ed against his own immediate interest and

: security.
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: Notice. | 3n immaginary greivanee.  Upon a diligent
- The gentlemen associated for the purpose of | Xamination made by his majesty’s command

of the records of the British court of admi.
1alty, there has been discovered only a soli-

tary instance in the course of the present
war of the condemnation of 2 vessel really

AL e Russian ; a vessel which had earried naval
FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, stores to a port of the common enemy.

3 GOOd P "f”ffﬂg' | Iﬂka ! There are but few instances of Russian ves-
( FORTY-FIVE CENTS PER POUND. ) | sels detained, and nonein which justice has
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a causeless enmity between two nations, {

,.If"

ter of surprise. as well As of coneern to his

majesty, that the emperor of Rugsia should

/ . " {
\ ~
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& fng-.of"-,such détei}tion. It is ' thercfore mat- 1 But witil the Russian declaration was
published, his miajesty had no reason ta sus-

~ peet that any opinions which the emperor of

‘have condescended to bring forward a4 com-

¥

plaint, which as it cannot be seriously felt

by those in whose behalf it is urged, might
appear to be intended to countenance those
exagerated declamations by which Krance

perseveringly endeavors to inflame the jea-

fousy of other countries, and to justify her

. own inveterafe amnrosity against Great-Bri-

tain.

The peace of Tilsit was followed by an
offer of mediation on the part of the empe-
rr of Russia, for the conclusion of a
peace between Great-Britain and France,
which it is asserted that his majesty refused:

His majesty did not refuse the mediation
of the emperor of Russia; although the of-
fer of it was accompanied by ecircustances
of concealment which might wel. have jus-

ed a limited time for the return of his
majesty’s answer to that proposal: And his

majesty was thus led into an apparent com-

pliance with a limitation so offensive to the
dignity of an independent sovereign. But
the answer soreturned by his majesty was
not a refusal. It was a conditional accept-
ance. Lhe conditions required by his ma-
jesty were a statement of the basis upon
which the enemy were disposed to treat. and
a communication of the articles of the peace
of Tilsit.  The first of these conditions
was precisely the same which the emperor
of Russia kad himself dannexed not four
months before to his own acceptance of the
proffered mediation of the emperor of Aus-
tria. The second was one which his majes-
ty would have had a right to require even
as the ally of his 1mperial majesty ; but
which it would have been highly improvi-
dent to omit, when he was invited to confide

to his imperial majesty the care of his honor

and of his interests. |

But even if these conditions (neither of
which has been fulfilled, although the fulfil-
ment of them has been repeatedly required
by his majesty’s ambassad r at St. Peters-

burgh.) had not been in themselves perfect- |- majesty conceive that, in proposing to the

ly natural and necessary ; {there were not

I

I

wanting considerations which might have
warranted his majesty in endeavoring, with
more than ordinary anxiety, to ascertain the
views and intentions of the empemer of
Russia, and the precise nature and effect of

‘the new relations which his imperial majes-

ty had contracted. | |

‘The complete abandonment of the inte-
rests of the king of Prussia (who had twice
rejected proposals ot separate peace, from
a strict adherence to his engagements with
his imperial ally,) and the character of those
provisions which the emperor of Russia was
contented to make for his own interests in
the negociation of 'T'ilsit, presented no en-
couraging prospect of the result of any exer-
tions which his imperial majesty might he
disposed to employ in favor ot Great-Bri-
tain, |

pies agd lays waste the remaining dominions
of the king of Prussia in spite of the stipu-
lation of the Prussian treaty of Tilsit ;
while contributions are arbitrarily exacted
by France from that remnant of the Prussi-
an monarchy, such as, in its entire and
most flourishing state, the Prussian monar-
chy would have been unable to discharge ;
while the  surrender s demanded, in time
of peace. of Prussian fortresses, which had
not been reduced during the war; and
while the power of France is exercised over
Prussia with sach shameless tyranny. as to
designate and demand for instant death, in-
dividuals, subjects of his Prussian majesty,
and resident in his dominions, upon a charge
of disrespect towards the French govern-
ment ; it is not while all these things are
done and suffered, under the evyes of the em-
peror ot Russia, and without his interfer-
ence on behalf of his ally, that his majesty

| can feel himself called upon to account to

Europe for having -hesitated to repose an un-
conditional confidence in the efficacy of his
impetial majesty’s mediation.

Nor, even if that mediation had taken
full effect, if a peace had been concluded
under it, and that peace guaranteed by his
imperial majesty, could his majesty have
placed implicit reliance on the stability of
any such arrangement, after having seen the
emperor of Russia openly transfer to France
the sovereignty of the Ionian republic, the
independence of which his imperial majesty
had recently and solemnly guaranteed.

But while the alledged rejection of the
emperor of Russsia’s mediation, between
Great-Britain and France, is stated as a just
ground of hisimperial majesty’s resentment ;
his majesty’s request of that mediation, for
the re-establishment of peace between Great-
Britain and Denmark, is represented as an
insnit which 1t was beyond the bounds of

| his 1mperial majesty’s moderation to en-

dure.

His majesty feels himself under no obli-
gation to ofter any atonement or apology to

the emperor of Russia for the expedition

against Copenhagen, It is not for those
who were parties to the secret arrangements
of Tilsit to demand satisfaction for a mea-
sure to which those arrangements gave rise,
and by which one of the objects of them
bas been happily defeated. |

His majesty’s justification of the expedi-
tion against Copenhagen, is before the
world. The declaration of the emperor of
Russta wonld supply whatever was wanting
in ity it ang.thing could be wanting to con-
vince the most incredulous of the urgency
of that necessity under which his majesty
acted. ' -

It is not while a French army still occu-

'H

Russia might entertain of the transactions

“at Copenhagen, could he such as to preclude

his imperial majesty from undertaking, at
the request of Great-Britain, that same of
fice of mediator, which he had assumed with
s¢ much alacrity on the behalf of France ;
nor can his majesty forget that the first symp-
toms f reviving confidence since the peace
of Tilsit. the only prospect of success in
the endeavors of his majesty’s ambassador
to restore the ancient and geod understand-
ing between Great-Britain and Russia, ap-
peared when the intelligence of the siege of
Copenhagen had been recently received at

- St. Petersburg.

The inviolability of the Baltic sea, and
the reciprocal guarantees of the powers that

+ _. ~ border upon 1it, guarantees said to have been
tified his reéfusal: - The articles of the treaty . contracted with the knowledge of the Bri-
of Tilsit were ' 'not communicated to his tish government, are stated as aggravations
majesty ;3 and specially that article of | of his majesty’s proceedings in the Baltic.
the treaty, in virtue of which the media- | It cannot be intended to represent his ma-
tion was  proposed ; and which prescrib- | jesty as having at any time acquiesced in the

I
|
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principles upon which the inviolability of
the Baltic 1s maintained ; however his ma-

jesty may at particular pertods have forborne, |

for special reasons, influencing his conduct

Such forbearance never could have applied
but to a state of peace and real neutrality in
the north ; and his majesty most assuredly
could not be expected to recur to it, after
France has been-suffered to established her-
self in undisputed sovreignty along the whole
coast of the Balticsea, from Dantzic to Lu-

beck.

But the higher the value which the em-
peror of Russia places on the engagements
respecting the tranquility of the Baltic,
which he describes himself as inheriting
from his immediate predecessors, the em-
press Catharine and the emperor Paul, the
less justly can his imperial majesty resent the
appeal made to him by his majesty as the

guarantee of the peace to be concluded be-

tween Great-Britain & Dehmark,  In mak-
ing that appeal with the utmost confidence

and sincerity, his majesty neither intended, |

nor can he imagine that he offcred any in-
sult to the emperor of Russia.  Nor can his

priiice royal terms of peace such as the most
successful war on the part of Denmark
could hardly have been expected to extort:
from' Great-Britain, his majesty rendered
himseif liable to the imputation, either o f ex-
asperating the resentment, or of outraging
the dignity of Denmark,

His majecty has thus replied to all the
different accusations by which the Russian
government labov to justify the rupture of a
cannexior which has subsisted for ages, with

| reciprocal. advantage to Great Britain and

Russia, and attempts to disguise the operati-
on of that external inflnence by whicn Rus-
sia_1s driven into unjust hostilities for in
terests not her own, gt

The Russian declaration proceeds to an-
nounce the several conditions on which alone
these hostiities can be terminated, and the
intercourse of the two countries renewed.

His majesty has already had occasion to
assert, that justice has in no instance been
denied to the claims of his imperial majesty’s
subjects.

The termination of the war with Denmark
has been so anxiously sought by his majesty,
that it cannot be necessary for his majesty
to renew any professions upon that subject.
But his majesty is at a loss to reconcile the
emperor of Russia’s present anxiety for the
completion of such an arrangement with his
imperial majesty’s recent refusal to contribute
his good offices for effecting it,

The requisition of his imperial majesty
for the immediate conelusion, by his majesty,
of a peace with France, is as extraordinary
in the substance as it is offensive in the
manner. His majesty has at no time de.
clined to treat with Fraice, when France
has protessed a willingness to treat on any
admissible basis, And the emperor of Rus-
sia cannot fail to remember, that the last
negociation hetween Great Britain & France
was broken off upon points immediately
affecting, not his majesty’s own interests,
but those of his imperial ally. But his ma.
jesty neither understands, nor will he admit
the pretension of the emperor of Russia to
dictate the time or the mode of his majesty’s
pacific negociation with other powers. It
never will be endured by his majesty that

- any government shall indemnify itself for

the humiliation of subserviency to France
by the adoption of an insulting and peremp-

‘tory tone towards Great Britain,

His majecty procliims anéw those prin-
ciples of maritime law, against which the
armed neutrality, under the auspices of the
Empress Catharine, was originally directed ;
and against which the nresent hostilities of
Russia are denounced. Those principles have
been recognised and acted upon in the best
periods of the history of Burope ; aud acted
upon by no power with more strictness and
severity than by Russia herself in the reign
of the Empress Catharine,

Those principles it is the right and the
duty of his majesty to maintamn : and a-
gainst every confederacy his majesty is de-
termined, under the blessings of Divine
Providence, to maintain themm. They have
at all times contributed essentially to the

support of the maritime power of Great

Britain 3 but they have become incalculably
more valuable & important at a period when
the maratime power of Great-Britain consti-

tutes the sole femaining bulwark against the
overwhelming usurpations of France ; the
only refuge to which other nations may yet
resort, 1n happier times, for assistance and
protection, :

When the opportunity for peace between

| Great-Britain and Russia shall arnive, his
majesty will embrace it with eagerness. The
arrangements of such a negociation will not
be difficult or complicated. His majesty, as
he has nothing to concede, so he has no-
thing to require : satisfied, if Russia shall
~manifest a disposition to return to her an-
cient feelings of triendship towards Great-
Britain—-to a just consideration of her own
true interests ;: and to a sense of her own
dignity as an independent nation.

{

- and your wisdomn.

{

"~ FRENCH DECRRE.
As a supplement to the Milan decree, there
1510 the ¢ficial Journal the folicwing circu-
bar letter, addressed by the minister of the
interior to the chambers of commiice

* You are not unacquainted, genifemen,
with the lile acts of'the British government,

qf?hat last stage of the oporessian of  the

commerce. of “he world 5 you know that it
has resolved to destroy the feeble remiain: of
the 1ndependence of the seas. It now thi ks
proper, that henceforth no ship shall  4via
gaie the seas, without touching at it- ports,
witheut a tribute to its preténded soverrigii-
ty, and without receiving from it an igno-
minious licenge: | |

“ Thus the ocean is henceforward only
the field of slavery : the usurp tion of the
most sacred of the rights of nations is con-
summated, and this tyiannic yoke is to
press upon them until the day of vengeaiice,
or until bronght to a due sense of modera-
tion, the English government will itself
calm its rage, and-break that sceptre to
which the nations of the continent will ne-
ver consent to submit,

“* I am calling our comnson attention to the
Important circumstances which must power-
fully induce us to awaken your patriotism
One would have 1mna-
gmed  that every obstruction and restiaing
that clogged the course of the commerce on
the continent, had been exhaunsted ; stili,
however, they are going to be aggravated

\ ; '8 by the measures lately adopted by Bnoland
at the time, to act inz contradiction to them. | :

—but they will find our minds made up tor
struggle against, and to overcome this hew
mode of - oppression.

“ We must not shut our eyes to the con-
sequences. Importation and exportation,
already so much restricted, will soon be
much more so. Every thing connects
ed with maritime commerce ; every thing
that depends upon it, will now be lia.
ble to more difficuliy, to more uhcertainty.
There are however two chanuels that still
remain open,

“The power of attacking every ship that
renounces-the independence of its national
flag, by a shameful submission to the British
sovereignty, and by navigating under a Bri-
tish "liceuse, will open a wide field to the
hopes of our commanders. Such a resource
will not prove ineffictual, and French com-
merce will not devote uselessly to that sort
of warfare which never lets courage, dexte-
rity, and decision go unrewarded.

“ We have moreover to hope that neutral
ships will elude the vigilatiee of the Eiglish
cruizers ; the iminense extent of the coasts
of the empire will favor and protect their
enterprizes. .

“* These resources ought not to be under.
valued, nor counted for nothing. France
will submiit to a temporary sitnation, which.
can- only change with time, and with new
exertions : but her enemy shall Lot deprive
her of the main basis of her prosperity, her
internal communication, her relations with
the continent, where she no longer sees any
but friends or allies : her soil will not be less
tertile, her idustry will not maintain itself
the less, though deprived of some materials
which it 1s not impossible to replace.

“ To this last propositien, I am- rather
anxious, gentlemen, to direct your attention,
You have advice to give, and examples to.
hold out to commerce. You must aiready
foresee the ¢ffect of the privation of certain
materials, more especially of cotton; and of
ingredients for dying cotton, of which z
quantity bas been stored in- France : that
which we shall derve from the Levant, and
that which, at a ' more distant period, we
shall reap from our indigenous guiture, not

‘unsaccesstully essayed, will suffice’ to sup-

port, i a great measure, our manufactures 3
but in the expectation that some of them
may experience privations, we must have
recourse, as far as possible, to hemp and flax,
in order to provide occupation for those ma-
nulacturers who would no longer be employ-
ed with articles of cotton. It were desirable
that we could circumscribe our congumption
within the products of the materials the
growth of our soll, and restrain the unhappy
effccts of habits and taste contracted tor
manufactures, that would render us dependent

| upon foreign countries,

‘ The materials tor dying may become
scarce——but many of them may be replaced
by the productions of our soil. We will
dispence with the resst by a slight sacrifice
of some colors, which may please from their
apparent greater beauty, without adding any
thing to the intrinsic goodness of the arti-
cles. Besides, no smuall reliance is to be

‘placed on the genius of our manufacturers 3

it w11l triumph over those difficulties.

“ The channels, which in spite of these
usurpations, will remain open to importati-
on, may not suffice for the consumption of
sugar and coffce ; these objects of a secon-
dary utility may become scarce ; but the
great massof the nation will not suffer from
this rtemporary privation 3 habits of indal-

gence too widely indulged will bé countea
racted and restrained by the rise in the price..

“ And besides, is it to be supposed that

the Great Nation will allow itself to be in-
timidated by the privation of some futile en-
joyments ¢ Her armies have endured, with-
out a murmur, the most pinching wants 3
that great example will not have been held
out in vain 3 and when we have in view to
re-conquer the independence of the seas :
when we have inview to rescue and redeem
commerce from the ruinous acts of piracy
that are juridically exercised against it; when
we have in view the vindication of the na-
tional honor, and the breaking down of
those furee caudina with England is attem -
ting to erect upon our coast. the French peo-
ple will support; with the dignity and the
courage that belong to their great character,
the momentary sacrifices that are imposed
upon their taste, their habits, and their in-
dustry.

¢ The commerce of Europe will soon,

no doubt, be rescued from oppressions.—

The 1intérest of nations ; the honor of sc-

vereigns ; the magnanimous resolutions of

the most poverful of the allies of France :

the power and wish of the hero who rules

over us 3 the justice of a canse to which

heaven will grant its protection ; every mo-

tive concurs to decide the contest 3 nor c:n
its 1ssue remain uncertain. |

“ Accept, gentlemen, the assurance of

my sincere esteem.

(Signed) CRETET.”



