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an unqualified refusal.

-quh nces

PRESIDENT

| . No. . XVI1 concluded.

The grounds upon which such a distinction
has bgen admitted in later times, and upon
which, for the course of nearly a century, the
crowi has forborne to instruct the commanders
of its ships of war to search foreign ships of
war for deserters, 1 have already had the ho-
noi to explain to you :—And you will have per-
ceived that those grounds are wholly inapplica.
ble to'ships in the merchant seryice

That a foreign power will not, knowingly, re-

TO CONGRESS.

tain in its national service, mariners, the natu-

ral born subjects of his majesty, who have been
recalled by public proclamation, may be regard.-
ed as a presumption arising out of the hostile na-
ture of the act, and out of the probable conse-
s to which'such an act of hostility must
leHd- rrFs S ! e ’ .
But with respect to merchant vessels, there

is no such presumption.” .
Whea mariners, ‘subjects of his majesty, are
employed in the private service of foreign indi-
viduals, uner private civil contracts, the king’s

subjects, and the foreign individuals with whom

thev serve, enter into engagements inconsistent
with the daty of his majesty’s subjects towards
him : but to those engagements the govern.

ment of the foreign nation has not made itself .

In such cases, the species of redress which

the practice of "all times has admitted and

~ sanctioned, is that ‘of taking those subjects at_

sea, out of the service of such foreign indivi-
duals; and recalling them to the discharge of
that previous and paramount dity which they

. owe to their sovereign and their country.

“That'the exercise of this right involves some
of the dearest interests of Great Britain, your
government is ready toacknowledge, and has
accordingly authorised you to propose certain
regilations, which vou apprehend would be e-

quivalent in their effect for the preservation of

 the interests concerned. :

~ There will be noindisposition here to enter.

tain, ata proper time, the discussion of such
p‘j-ppe_fs'»ed regulations. But when you recollect

- that many proposals to this effect have already

been brought forward, and have been found

+ wholly inadmissible ; when you have, yourself;
- recently had occasion to experience the diffi-
3 gglty of framing any satisfactory arrangement
' upon the subject ; with all the anxiety which

1s p;-*’fjﬁ‘,'erljf felt by both governments for the

- speedy adjustment of the difference between
them, and for the “ healing of that deep

% wound which you state to have been inflicted

¢ on ‘the national honor of the United States ;*°
~surely it is not well advised to make the tempi-

natraflnf’ that difference, and the healing that
wound, dependent wholly on the complete suc-
cess of an aftemyt, which has already been

“ made so often, and which has hitherto uni.

formly failed. g

Your own reasoning shews that you are
aware of the more than ordinary difficulty”

_.which must attend any arrangement for the

M

prevention of desertion, between two nations,

whose similarity of manners and habits, and

~whose identity of language, interpose so many
impediments to the discrimination of *“ nation-

al character.” |

- _To these circumstances, and not (as you al-
most seem to insinuate) to any peculiar harsh-
ness towards the United States, it i1s owing,
that the exercise of this right, as with respect
to them, 1s necessarily more frequent, than
with respect to any other nation ; andis felt by
them to be more rigid and vexatious. But
these circumstancés cannot furnish an argu.
ment for the suspension of the exercise of the
right with respect to America ; unless it be
contended, that mnltiplicity of frauds and dif.
ficulty of detection are reasons against suspici-
on or motives for acquiesceince.

~ A's little foundation is there for the com.
plaint that the practice has grown out of the
recognition of American independence ; and.
that the character of that eventis affected by
its continuance, 5 |

It-is needless to repeat that these rights ex.

isted in their fullest force, for ages previous to

~ the establishment of the United States of Ame-

L™
"

~pica’ as sn independent government : and it

would be difficult to contend that the recog-
nition of that independence can have operated
any change in this respect ; unless it can be
shewn that in acknowledging the government
of the United States, Grezt Britain virtually

- abdreated her own rights as u naval power ; or

unless there were any express: stipulations, by
which the ancient and preseriptive usages of
Great Britain, founded in the soundest prin

ciples of natural law, thougn still enforce:

against other independent nations of the world,
were. to be suspended wnenever they might
come in contact with the interests or the fecl.
ings of the American people.

I would now recall your attention te the
consideration of the question respecting the

late transaction between the Leopard and the

Chesapeake ; which till the receipt of your

- Jetter, 1 iirnrxgine to be'the only gquestion ac-
tually in discussion between us, and in con-

sideration of the delicacy and pressing impor-

tance of which, we had, by common consent,
waved the consideration of all other matters

pending between our two governments.

Into the discussion of this question I am pre-

pared to enter ; with what disposition, on the
part of his majesty’s government, to consult
the feelings and the honor of the government

of the United States, itis not necessary for me

here to declure—for you have yourself done
justice to the sincerity of that disposition.

The difficulties in the way of such adjust-
ment are already smoothed, by the disavowal,
voluntarily oftered,. attlhie very outset of the
discussion, of the general and unqualified pre-

ment.

£1 L
-

adjmtment,as the zondition of .Be;'ing;,a_.glnﬁitc&

i .- .= > ?’ ’,‘ A EY _ ™ ; _ 2
5 e ke B | to make honorable reparation for an iujury, 1s
L G AZETTE, <} aquestion of guite a different soxt, and ;)HE

hich can be answered no otherwise than by

Bl

-

to consider whether the. instructions- which
.you have received from your government, may
not leave you:at liberty to come to an adjust-

ment of the gase of the Leopard and the Chesa-
peake, ind_epeﬁtl..quﬂ:;lx of the- other question,
with which it appears to have been unneces-

sarily connected . - - | |
~ If your instructions leave you no discretion,

I cannot press you to act in contradiction to
them. In that case there can be no advantage

in pursuing adiscussion which you are not au-
thorised to conclude : and I shall have only to
regret that disposition of his majesty to ter-
minate that differcnce amicably and satisfac-
torily, is for the; present rendered unavailing.
In that case his majesty in pursuance of the
disposition of which he has given such signal
proofs, will lose no time in sending a mirister
to America, furnished with the necessary in-
structions and powers for bringing this unfor-
tunate dispute to a conclusion, consistent with

the harmony subsisting between Great Britain

and the United States. But, in order to avoid
the inconvenience which has arisen, from the
mixt nature of your instructions, that minister
will not be empowered to entertainy as con-
nected with this subject, any prop sition re-

‘specting the search of merchant vessels.

It will, however, be far more satisfactory to
his majesty to learn, that upon reconsideration,
you think yourself authorised to separate the
two questions. soilat

I hope you will allow me to express, at the
same time, the sincere pleasure which I should
feclin having to treat with you, sir, personal-
ly, for the re-establishment of a good under-
standing between our two countries. I have

the honor to be, &ec.
(Signed,) GEORGE CANNING.

Portland Place, Sept. 29, 1807.

IRy

~ 1 Have had the honor to receive your letter
of the 23d of this month, and shall transmit it
without delay to my government.

I perceive by it, with great regret, that his
Britannic majesty’s government is not disposed

' to enter into an arrangement at this time, of all
the differences that have arisen between our goe

vernments, respecting the impressment of sea-
men from ‘American vessels by British cruizers:
that it is willing to look to one object only, the
late aggression, and provide for it, while the
other 1s left to depend on future adjustment.—
My government had presumed that his majes-
ty’s government would have seen in the recent
and greater injury, a strong motive for bringing
the whole subject into one view, and providinge
for it at the same time. The excess of the latter
outrage could not fail to revive in the minds of
the suffering party, a high sense of former in-
juries, add it was reasonable to infer that the
oreat injustice inseparable from the practice,
of which the incident furnished so striking an
example, would have produced between our
governments the most prompt and friendly co-
operation in the meansof suppressing it. That
the United States have suffered a greater inju-

“ry by a recent occurrence, than they had done

before, cannot'be a good reason, and ought not
to be a motive for delaying redress of the others,
especially when it is considered that they were
already in & train of amicable accommodation
and arrangement:  Since, however, you inform
me that his majesty’s government is unwilling
to take'up the subject in 2 combined view, it4s
unnecessary for me to press it, | 0

. You ask ‘whether I am authorised to separate
this latter incident from.the general practice,
and to treat it as a distinet topic 2 On this point
I have to state, that my mstructions, which are
explicit, enjoin me to consider the whole of this
class of injuries as an entire subject ; and in.
deed so intimately are they connected in their
nature, that it seems to be difficult, if not im-
possible, to separate them for any useful pur-
pose to either party. My government being
sincerely desirous to place the relations of the
two powers, on the solid basis of permanent
friendship, is satisfied, as well by what has oc-
curred in the general practice, as by the more
awful admonition derived from the late inci-
dent, that that can only be done with effect, by
mounting to the source of the evil, and provid-
ing an adequate remedy for it. In pursuing
this great object, it is my duty to repeat, that
my government does not seek to confine the re-
medy proposed to the injuries which the Unit-
ed States have suffered and continue to suffer,
but is desirous to extend it to those also which
are complained of by Great Britain. Experi-
ence has shewn that both parties complain of
injuries, though certainly of a very different
character and less urgent nature. How much
more advisable then is it not, in every view, for
them to enter into an arrangement which shall
provide an adequate remedy for their respec-

tive injuries ; which shall bind the honor of

each governinent to do whatis just and right
in respect to the other, and enlist the feeling
»f each nation on its side, than to suffer things
to remain longer in their present state? how
much more advantageous would not such an
rrangement be likely to prove to Great Bri-
tain, in the particular object which she has
in view, than her adlierence to a praetice which
rejects a mean which could not fail to be
more produgtive ; a practice which cannot be
matntained in principle ; which leads by ymmu-
table causes, that ought to inspire different sen-
timents in the parties to each other, to great
and constant abuse, aud which is also conside.
red by the WU. States as ‘subversive of their
rights, and degrading to their character as an
independant power. |

So much I have thought it proper to state, in

‘order to place ina just light, the conduct of

my government on the presentoccasion, on this

great and very iteresting subject of impress-
1ts desire to cultivate ©

Well knowing
the most friendly relations with Great Britain,

on just and honorable conditions, it would be

highly improper that any doubt should be suf-
fered to exist on that point. |

You inform me that his majesty has deter-
mined, in case my mstructions do not permit
me to separate the late aggression from the ge-
neral practice of impressment, to transfer the
business to the U.
to a minister who shall be sent there with full
powers to conclude 1t. To that measure I am

l

dimiits became indispensa ble.

States, by committing it

tention to search ships of war for deserters
There remained only to ascertain the facts of
‘the particular case, and to proportion the re-
paration to the wrong. .

Is the British government now to under-
stand, that you, sir, are not authorised to en-
ter into this question separately and distinet.

1y ; without having obtained, as a preliminary

concession, the consent of this country to en.
ter into discussion with respect to the practice
of searching merchant vessels for deserters ?
-Whether any arprangement can be devised,
by which this practice may admit of molifica-
tion, without préjudice to the essential rights
and interests of Great Britain,is a question,
which as I have already said, the British go-
vernment niay, at a proper seuson, be reacy to
entertain : but, whether the consent of Gresat
Britain to the entering into such discussion

~ shall be extorted as-the price ¢f an amicable

.

far from being disposed to raise any obstacle,
and shall immediately apprise my government
of the decision 'to adopt it. Under such cir-
cumstances, I perfectly agree with you in the
~opimion, that it would be useless to pursuej a
discussion, which it would be impossible for
- me to bring te a satisfactory conelusion.

It 1s still my duty to give the explanation
- which vou have desired, of the motives which
induced the president to adopt the measures
~announced in his proclamation, of the 2d. July
last. However greatthe mjury which the U.
States had received by the aggression complain.-
ed of, it is just that it should be shewn that
the president did not lose sight in those mea-
sures of the friendly relations subsisting be-
tween the two powers. When the hostile na-
ture of the attuck on the Chasupeake, is taken
into view, and the general conduct of the Bri-
tish squadron within the waters of the United

.

States, before: and after the attack, I aim per- I*which was on the 30th of Aupust: 1 'inf-'ormeqi- it M. Gahnin-g;'s conduct was in ﬂl'i i T

suaded that there was no hmit to which the
president-wouldnot have been justified in go-

{"ing, which he might have thought essential to
et e ey o b the honorsand Safety of thenation
"I earncstly recommend to you, thevefore, |

> ROl it the! Before the
attack, the British squadron had violated the
jurisdiction of the Umted States, by the im-

‘pressment of men within it, whem the com-

mander-had refused to surrender ; and after the

-attack the attitude whith he assumed continu-

ed to be a very mengeing and hostile charac-
ter. An act of hostility, it must be admitted,
justifies any act of a like nature towards the
party. who commits it ~The president, howe-
ver, did ot believe that his majesty’s govern-

-ment had authotfised the conduct of the Bri-

tish squadron, and his measures were evident-
ly founded on that belief. T'hey weremarked

‘hy no - eircumstance of hostility, or of retalia

tion towards Great Britain ; but were intend-
ed simply to preserve order within the, Juris-
diction of the United States, to which end the
removal of the British squadron without their
After the acts
of violence which had been committed by that
squadron, it was impossible that it should re-
main longer there without increasing the irri-
tation and widening the breach between the

two nations, whichit was the earnest object of
There certainly ex- |

the president to prevent.
isted no desire 01*] eiving a preférenee in favor
of the ships of war of one beliygerent party to
those of another. Before this aggression, it

~1s well known, that his Britanic majesty’s ships

lay within the waters of the Chesapeake, and
enjoyed all the advantages of the most favored

nation ; it cannot thercfore be dotbted that my

government will be ready to restore them to
the same situation, as soon as'it can be done
consistently with the honor and rights of the
United States. - |

-1 cannot conclude this communication with-
out expressing my earnest hope, that the dif-
ferences which have unhappily arisen between

our governments, may soon be settled, on con- |

ditions honorable and satisfactory to both the
parties. ' To have co-operated with you in the
accomplishment of so great and useful a work,
would have been highly gratisfving to me. The
disposition which you have brought to the dis-
cussion, and the sentiments which you commu-
nicated on the principal transaction, when the
first intelligence of it was received, have in
spired me with great confidence, 'that we
should soon have been able to bring it to such
a conclusion. To have been a party to it,
would have terminated my mission to his ma-
jesty in the mode which.I have long and sin.
cervely desired. I have the honor to be, &c.
(Signed) JAMES MONROE,

TO MR:. CANNING
Portland Place, October 9, 1807.

Mgr. Muxroe presents his compliments to
Mr. Canning, and requests that he will be so
good 28 to inform him, wheather it ¥s intended,
that the minister whom his majesty proposes to
send to the government of the United States,
shall be employved in a special mission without
having any connéction immediate or eyventual
with the ordinary legation. Mr. Munroe has
inferred. from Mr. Canning’s note, that the
mission, will be of the special nature above de-
scribed but he will be obliged to Mr. Canning,
to inform him whether he has taken a correct
view of the measure. Mr. Monree would al-
so be happy to know of Mr. Canning at what

time it is expected the minister will sail for the

United States. Mr. Canning will be sensible
that Mr. Monroe’s motive in requesting this
information is that he may be enabled to com-
municate it without delay to his government

the propriety of which, he is persuaded Mr.

Canning will readily admit. |
Mr. Monroe requests Mr. Canning' to accept
the assurance of his high consideration.
The Right Honourable ..
GEORGE CANNING, &c. &c. &c.
- FROM MR. ' CANNING..
Foreign Qffice, Oct. 10 1807,
Mgr. Canwinc presents his compliments to
Mr. Monroe : and in acknowledging the honor
of his note of yesterday, has great pleasure inas-
suring' him that he is at all times ready to an-
swer any enquiries to which Mr. Monroe at-
taches any importance, and which it is in Mr.
Canning’s power to answer with precision,
without public incenvenience. But it is not in
Mr. Canning’s power to state with confidence
whast may be the eventual determination of his

majesty in respect to the permanent mission in’

America. The mission of the minister whom
his majesty is now about to send will certainly
be limited in the first instance to the discussion
of the question of the Chesapeak.

No XX.
TRIPLICATE. -
London, October 10, 1807.

SIir

I’have the honor to transmit vou by doctor
Bullus, a copy of my correspondence with My.
Canning on the subject whieh was committed
to my care, by your letter of the 6th of July

‘last. You will find by it, that the pressure which

has been made on this government, in obedi-
ence to the instruction contained in that let-
ter, has terminated in a decision to send a mi-
nister to the United States, to adjust the busi-
ness there. Whatthe powers of that minister
will be ; whether itis intended to confine them
to the sole object of reparation for the special
outrage, or to extend them, in case the propos-
cd separation of that from the general topic of
impressment is admitted, to the Iatter object,
it is not in my power to state. Mr. Canning
has given me no information on that head in
conference, and his note is not explicit on it.
It states that the minister who shall be sent to
the United States, to bring the dispute relative
to the attack on the Chesapeake to a conclusion,
shall not be empowered to entertain, as con-
nected with that subject, any proposition res.
pecting the search of merchant vessels—a pre-
sumption is authorised by those terms, that the
minister will have power to treat. on the gene-
ral topic after the specizlone is arranged. But

it is possible that that presumption may have

been raised for some other purpose, or that the
terms which exeited it, were introduced mere-
v to convey the idea that the mission should be
confined to the special object.

In the discharge of this delicate and impor.

tant trust, I thought that Ishould be able more
eflfectually to promote its object, by opening the
subject, to Mr. Canning in conference, than
by an official note. As the attitudg taken by
my, government, which was evidently support-
ed by the whole natian, was of a very impres-
sive nature, it seemed probable from the feve-
rish state of the public mind here in regard to
us, that a tone ¢f conciliation which should not

“weaken the pressure, would be more likely to

succeed in obtaining the reparation desired,
than an official and peremtory demand.  Under
this impression, I had several conferences with
Mr. Canning, the substance of which, in each,
I will endeavour to state with precision, A
kno wledge of what passed in these interviews,
in aid of that which is afforded by the corres-
pondence, will enable you to torm the most
correct idea of the object of the proposed mis-
sion, that present circumstances wiil admit of.

The first interview, was on the 3d of Sep-
tember, as soon as it could be obtained, after
the receipt of your letter of July the Gth,

Mr: Canning, that as I wished the discussion
| in which we were about to enter, to terminate.

amicably and honorably to both' our govern-
ments ;-1 had asked the mterview, for the purs
pose of promoting that desiruble end ; that by
explaining to each other fully, in friendiy con-
ference, the views of our respective govern-

ments, relative to the late aggression, 1 was -

persaaded that it would be more easy for us
to arrange the business, to the satisfaetion of
both parties, than by any other mode which
we could pursue. He expressed his sensibi-

‘lity to that which I had chesen, and his readi-

ness to concur in it ; I then stated in detail, in
explicit terms, the reparation which my go-
vernment thought the United States entitled to,
and expected that they should receive, for the

injury and dignity offered by the late aggres-
sion; that the men taken from the frigate
| should be restored to it ; that the officers who
had committed the aggression should beexem.
plarilv punished ; that'the practice of impress-
ment fi-om merahant vessels should be suppres-
sed ; and that the reparation consisting of those
several acts s]muld be announced-to our govern-
ment, through the medium of a special missi-
on, a solemnity which the extraordinary na.
ture of the aggression particularly required.
I observed that as the aggregsion and the prin.
ciple on which it was founded had been frank-
lv disavowed as soon as known, by his govern-
ment, I was persuaded that there could be no
serious objection on its part, to any of the acts
which it was desired should constitute the pro-

posed reparation : that to ‘the first act, the

restoration of the men, there: could doubtless
be none, as the least that could’ be done, after
such an outrage, would be to replace the Unit.-
ed States as far as it might be practicable, on
the ground they held beford the injury was
received: that the punishment of the officers
followed, us a necessary consequence, to the

the practice of impressment from merchant
vessels had been made indispensible by the lute
acaression, for reasons which were sufliciently
well known to him. I stated to him that the
mode in which it was desired that the repara-
tion should be made, by a special mission, was
that which had been adopted by other pows
ers, and by Great Britain herself, for injuries
less severe than the one alluded to, of which 1
eave him the examples furnished me in your
Jetter of July 6th.—Mr. Canning took a note
of what Thad stated, and made some general
remarks on the whole subject, which were in-
tended to give his view of it, on each point,
but without compromitting himself in a posi-
tive manner on any one. He said that, bv the
proclamation of the president, and the seizure
and detention of some men who had landed on
the coast to procure water, the government
seemed to have tjt}?n redress into its own
hands ; he complained 6f the difference which
he said had been made between France and En-
oland, bv restoring deserters to the vessels of
the former, and not the latfer : he insisted that
the late agpression was an act different in all
‘ resnects from the former practiee, and ought
not to be connected with it, as it shewed a
disposition to make a particular incident, in
which they were. in the wrong, mstrumental
to an accommodation in a case where his go-
vernment held a different doctrine. I urged
in reply, that the proclamation could not be
considered as an act of hostility or retaliation
for injuries, though the aggression had pro-

voked and would have justified any the strong-

est act of reprisal, but as a mere measure of [,0-
lice, which had become indispensible for the
preservation of order within the limits of the
United States; I informed him that the men
who had landed from the squadron, in defiance
of the proclamation, and of the law on which
it was founded, had been restored to it : that
with respect to the other point in difference,
'said to be madé in the case of deserters from
British and French ships, I was unacquainted

with the fact, but’ was satisfied, if the state-

ment was correct, that the difference was im-
putable to the local authorities, and not to the
nationsl government, because as the U, States
were not bound by treaty to restore deserters
from the service of either nation, it was not
presumable that their government would inter-
fere in the business. I observed, however,
that if such a preference had been given, there
was n natural and justifiable cause for it, pro-
ceeaing front the conduct of the squadrons of
France and England, on the coast of the Uniterd
States, and on the main ocean, it being a well
known fact that the former did not mgintain as
a right or adopt in practiee the doctrine of the
latter, to impress seamen from our merchant
vessels. Ithen discussed at lengrth, and urged
with great earnestness the justice and policy
of his terminating at this time all tiie difter-
ences which had arisen between our govern-
ments from this cause,- by an arrangement
which should suppress the practice on the part
of Great Britain, and remedy the evil of which'
she complained. R i1 ¢

In aid of those reasons which were ‘applica-
ble to the merits of the question, I urged the
example given by the late ministry, in the pa-
per of Nov. 8th, presented to Mr. Pinkney
and myself, by the British commissioners,
which had, as I thought, laid the foundation
of such an arrangement. 1 stated that as it
was stipulated by that paper, that the nego.
ciation should be kept opén for the purpose of
arranging this great interest, without preju--
dice to the rights of either power, it was fair.
ly to be understood as the sense of both parties,
that our rights were to be respected, till that
arranzement was concluded ; whence it would
follow that the same effect would be produc-
ed in practice, as if it had been provided for
by treaty. Irehed on this paper and the con-
struction which 1 thought it admitted, with
which, however, the practice liad since in no
degree corresponded, to shew the extent to
which the former ministry had gone in meet-
ing the just views of our government, and there-
by to prove that the present ministry in im-
proving that ground had nothing to apprehend
from the preceding one. Mr. Canning adit.
ted that the view which I had taken of this pa-
ner derived much support from its contents,
and the time and circumstances under which
it was presented, but persisted in his desire to
keep the subjects separate. I proposed, as an

expedient to get rid of his objection, that we |

should take up and arrange both points infor-
mally, in which case, provided it was done in
a manner to be obligatary, I offered to frame

disavowal of the act : that the suppression of |

respécts conciliatory. Al 5 SRy
- My note to Mr. Canning was founded on the
“tesult of this conference. As it had not been
in my power to come {0 any agreement with
}fim on the general-subject of impressment
from merchant vessels, I considered it my du-
ty to combine it with the adair of the Chesa-
peake, in the paper which I presented him to
claim reparation for the outrage. [ thought
it best, however, 10 omit the other acts, of
which it was desired that the reparation should
consist. It seemed probable that a specifica-
tion of each circumstance, in the note, would
increase the indisposition of the ministry to
accommodate, and give it support with the na-
tion, in a complete rejection of the demand.
I expressed myself therefore in regard to the
other acts, in general and conciliatory terms;
but with all the force in my power. The
details had been communicated to Mr. Can-
ning in conference too recently to be forgotten.
-Still it was just that no improper inference
should be drawn from the omission of them.
To iprevent it, I obtained an interview of My.
Canning immediately after my note was pre.
sented, In which, after reminding Mim of the
omisgion alluded to, the motive to which T pre-
sumed he could not mistake, I added that my
objact in asking the interview had been 1o ye-
peat to him informally, what I had stated in the
former one, the other acts of which myv go-
vernment expected that the repuaration should
consist, ~ In this interview nothing gecurred
|“without the limit of the special cbject for
which it had been obtained. ~ Mr. Cunning dit
not lead the conversation to any other topic,
and I could notinvite it.
| Mr, Canning’s answer to my note was delay.
ed more than afortnight. Having refused tef
treat the subject in connection, and intimsated
{ in plain terms thatif I was not authorised to
| separate them, it would be useiess to prolongs
the discussion, I thought it improper to press
it. My reply was equally explicit, so thu#
with 1t the negotiation ended. The measure
which he announced, as being determined on
by the kingy, 'in case I could not agree to the se
| paration, is completely the act of his govern.
ment.  You will observe that it is announced
in a form which precludes in a great degree,
the ide of its being adopted at my sugeegtion,,
as an act of reparation, and in a tone of deci-
sion which seemed equally to preclude my
l holding anv communication with him on it.

My mission being thus brought to an end,
has afforded an opportunity for me to rvetuinto
the U. States, as I have long desired  Noth-
ing' but the great interest which ‘T iuke in the
| welfare of my commtry, and my earnest desite
to give allthe aid in wmy power to the present
administration, in support of the privviples of
| our most excellert constitution, wonld have
detainedme here solong. Inthe prescini stute
ho wever, it is not -possible, if dn'any it wouid
"be, for me to render any service by a lenper
continuance here. As soon, thervefore, as X
had answered Mr. Canning’s note, I commu-
nicated to him my intention to return, and re.
. quested that he would be so good as to obtain
t for me an audience of the king for the purpese
l of taking myvleave of him. ‘This wis granted

1

on the 7th of this month, in which I renewed
the assurance of the'sincere desire of my go-
vernment, to preserve the most friendly rela-
tion between the United States and Great Bri.
tain, which sentiment was reciprocated by hig
majesty.  Mr. Pinckney succceds me by an
arrangement with Mr. Canning, which will
appear in the enclosed copy of my c:w_requa',:

dence with him, and which I have full con
dence the president will approve. I regret
that in transferring the business into his hands,
I do not leave him altogether free from difii-
culty.  Thave the honor te be with great re-
spect, sir, your imost cbedient servant,
R0 L JAMES MONROE.
James MADISON, ESQ; | 3
b SEC?'Etﬂr_j) fgf' State.” Yot wilh < ' .
P..S. Not being satisfied with the undefined
character of the proposed mission to ilie Unit-
ed States, and Mr. Canning having communi-
cated nothing new to me on the s@bject, in my
interview with him on the day I was presented
to the k'ing-, although an opportunity was offera
ed for the purpose, I'wrote him a note ufier
‘the commencement of this letter, to make cer-
tain enquiries on that head, a capy of which
note, and of his answer, is herewith enclosed.
You wil observe that he still holds himise!f a-
loof on it. I thought it my duty, and that 3¢
comported with strict delicacy, to make the
enquiry; and I gannot but consider his reserve
1S H{rﬂl'diﬁg‘ cavse fﬂ]‘ an unfa.TOL'trahle 'iﬂfﬂ'l_:--
ence, It is probable; however, as the door is
left open for further communication between
us till the moment of my deéparture, that he
will take. same other occasion to explain himy
self ‘more fully on the subject.  You may g:
asstirec “that 1 will seek every favourable op.
portunity to obtain such explanation of him.

- FROM MR. CANNING. -

_ Foreign Oﬁce, Oct. 22, 1807,
Sir, - % |

Having scen in_the American newspapg

an official article (of which I have the ho :

to enclose a ¢opy) ﬁl'ohi__bi’f&img*-ﬁall intercourse
between the nahabitants of the United 'Sté.itf.%si,',
and his majesty’s ships of war universally ; I
have the honor to request that vou will have
the goodness to inform me, whether this
prohibition will extend to the ship of war,:in
| which a minister accredited from his majesty,,
and charged with a mission to’ the American
govermment, shall arrive in any of the ports of
the United States? or whether vou, or Mr.
Pinckney, can undertake to furnish Mr. Rose
with such documents, as shall ensure his ad-
mission into the American ports, and a recep-
tion therein, suitable to the character with
which he is invested ? I have the hionor {o be,
with great consideration, Sir, vour most obew
dient humble servant, | |
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING,
JaMes Moxroe, Esq. &e. &ec. &, o

k TO MR. CANNING. A
s Portland Place, Oct. 28, 1807.
I have the honor to state in reply to your let-
| ter of yesterday, that the case to which vou
| alluded, is specially provided for by the precla-
mstion'of the President. You will observe,
| on a view of that document, that an exception
| 1s made, fm_m the prohibition it contains on
other vessels, m favor of such ships of his ma-

my note which should demand reparation for
the outrage, in general terms, so as that it
should not -appear by official document, that

tie subjects had any connection in the negocia-

tion. I trged that unless it was intended to
make no provision against impressment from

‘merchant vessels, 1 could see no objection to

his meeting me on that ground, as after what
had passed, it was impossible to take up either
subject without having the other in view,
and equally so to devise any- mode which
should keep them more completely separate,
than that which I proposed. Mr. Canning
still adhered to his doctrine of having nothing

to do with impressment from merchant vessels,
till the affair of the Chesapeake was disposed
of, after which he professed his willingness to

procecd to the other object. In this manner
the conference ended, without having prodic-
¢d the arrangement which 1 had hoped from

“with great consideration &ec.

jesty as may enter the ports of the U. States
with dispatches from his majesty’s govyern-
ment. Had the case ofa public minister, em-
ployed in a special mission to my government,
not been ‘comprised in thet exception, as it
clearly 1s, I have no hesitation in stating that
he would be received without deiay, at any
portat which he might arrive. 1 have the ho.
nor to add, that Mr. Pinckney and mvself wilt
be happy to give to his majesty’s minister
every facility in our power, to secure him the
reception at the port of his destination which is
due to his public character, and promoté his
speedy arrival at the seat of the government cf
the United States. I have the honor to be,
o (Signed)

The Right Honorable X
 GrorGE CAyNiNG, &e &e, ke,

JAMES MONROE.

n
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