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eral to enter Florida, in pursuit of the Sem
noles, care was inken not to encroach on the
rghts of Span,’  Again, ‘In entering Flonda
‘o suppress this combinstion, RO idea was en-
tertained of hostilty to Span, and. however
justifiable the commanding Genersl was, In
conseqrence nf the misconduct of the Spinsh
ollicers, in entenng S, Warks and Pensacola
to terminate it, by proving to the Savages, wnd
their associates, that they could not be protect-
yet the amic:ble relation be.
tween the Unired States and Spain could not
be altered by that act alone, By ordering the

for One Dollar, and continued weekly for
T'wenty five Cents per square,

M
CORRESPONDENCE
Between General Andrew Veckson and John C,
salboun, President and Vice President of the
United States, on the subject of the course
of the latter in the deliberations of the Cah.

net of Mr. Monroe on the occurences in the
Seminole War,

[coNTINUED ]
To the President of the U, States.
W asaINeToN, 29th May, 1830.

Sir: In answering your let'er of the 13th inst, “
f wish to be distinctly understond, that howev.
er high my respect is for your personal charac.
ter, and the exailted station which you occupy,
{ cannot recognize the right on your part to
call in question my conduct on ihe intervesting
occasion to which your |etter refers, [ acted,
on that occasion, in the discharge of a high of
ficial duty, and under respongibility to my cone.
science and my country only, Inreplying then
to your letter, | do not place myself 1n the atti-
tude of apologising for the pt | mny have act-
ed, or of nulliating my conduct on the accusa
tion of Mr Crawtord, My course, | trust re.
quires no spology, and if 1t did, 1 have too much
self.respect to make it to any one in a case
touching the discharge of my official conduct.
1 stand on very different ground 1 embrace
the opportanity which ynur letter offers, not for
the purpose of making excuses, Hut as a suitable
occasion to place my conduct in relation to an
interesting public transaction in its proper light;
and I am gratified that Mr, Crawlord, though
far from intending me a Kindnesy, bas afforded
me such an opportunity,

(n under'aking to place my conduct in ite
proper hght, | deem it proper to premise that
it is very far from my intention to defend mine,
by impeaching yours, Where we have differ.
ed. | have no doubt that we Jiffered honestly;
and in clasiming to act on honorable and patii
otic motives myself, | cheerfully sccord the same
to you.

I knaw not that I correc'ly understood your
meaning, but afier o careful perusal, | would in.
fer from your letrer that you hud learned for the
first time by Mr  Crawford‘s letter, that you
and | placed different constructions on the or-
der under which you acted n the Seminole
war; and that you had heen led to beleve, pre-
viouslhy, by my letters to yourself and Governor
Bibb, that | concurred with you in thinking
that your orders were intended to authorise
vour sttack on the Spamsh posts in Flonda,
Under 'hese impressions, you would seem to
impute to me some degr.e of duplieiry, or al
least concealment, which required on my purt
explsnation, 1 hope that wy conception of
your meaning is erroneous, but if it be not, ¥na |
your mesning be such s | suppose, I mus be
permitted to express my surprise at the misap:
prehension, which, 1 teel confident, it will be in |
my power to correct by *he most decisive prool
drawn from the public docaments,® and the cor-
respondence between Mr. Monroe and yourselt,
growirg out of the decision of the cabinet on
the Sewinale affair, which pass=d through my
hands at the time, and which 1 now have his per-
mission o use, 48 l'lp'li'lmlur_v of my nplninn,
as well #8 his, and the other members of s ad.
minstration.  To save you the traouble of turn.
ing to the file of your correspondence, | have
enclosed exiracls from the letters, which cleur-
ly prove that the decis:on of the cahinet on the
pumt that your orders did not avthorise the oc-
cupation ot St Marks and Pensacola, wus early
and fully made known (0 you and thatl, 10 par
ticwlar, concurred in the decision.

before to the House of Representatives, (sl

Mr. Monroe's letter ot the 19 h July, 1818,
the first of the series, wind wri en immediately
after the decision of the cabinet, ann from wiich

restitution of those posts, those relations were
preserved, To a change of \hem the power
of the Executive is deemed incompetent. It is
vested 1 Gongress alone.! The view taken of
this subjeect met your entire approbation. ss
appears from the exiract of vour letrer, of 7th
D-cember, 1818, above referred to,

After such full and decisive proof, as it ceems
to me, of the view of the Executive, | had a
right, as [ supposed, 10 conclude that vou long
since knew that the admiistration, and m}'stif
in particular, were of opinion that the ord rs
ander which yon acted, did not anthorise you
to occupy the Spanish posts; bul I now infer,
from your letter, '0 which this 18 an answer,
that such conclusion was erroneous, anc that
you we®e of the 1mpression ull you received
Mr. Crawfordss letter, that [ concurred in the
npnnﬂltt construction, wh ch you gave 10 your
ord-rs that they were intended 1o anthorise
you to ocecupy the posts, You rely for this 1m
pression, as | understand you, on certan gene-
ral expressions 1n my letter ro Gavernor hbb,
of Alabama, of he 13th of May, 1818 n which
| state that ¢ Gen. Jackson 1s vesied with full
powers to conduct the war in the manner he
shall judge best,” and also in my letter of the
8 h February, 1818; in answer to yours of the
20th January of the same yesr, in which | ac.
gnainted yon ¢ with the entire approbation of
the President of all the measures you had a.
dopted to terminate the ropture with the Semi-
nole Indians,’

'

|
|

[ will not reason the point, that a letter o0
Gov. Bibb, which was not communica' ed to you,
which bears date long sfter you had occupied
§¢. Marks, and subsequ«nt to the time you had
determined 1o occupy Pengacola, (see your let-
rer of June 24, 1818, to me, published with the
Seminnle document,) could give you anthori'y
to occupy those posts. | know th«t in quoting
the letters, you could not intend sueh abuur:lny
to aathorise such an wnference, and 1 must
therefore ¢ «yelude that It was your intention
by the ex'ract to show that, at the e of wri-
ting the letter, it was my opinion that the or-
ders under which you did ac!y, were intended
tn authorise the occupation of the Span'sh pos's.
Nothing conld have be¢n more remote from my
ntention in writing the letter. It would hav:
heen in oppostion to the view which | have al-
ways taken of your orders, and in direct con.
ieachiction to the President's messsge of the 251 h
March, 1818, communicated but u few weeks

f
!
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ready referred to,) and which gives a direcily
nppuﬁiif l:umtructi--n 0 ylllll‘ orders, in fact
ihe letter, on its face, proves that it was not
the intention of the government to occupy the
Spamsh posts. By referring to it, vou will see
that | enclosed to the Governor a copy of my |
orders 10 Genera! Guines, of the 16:h Necem-
her, 1817, anthorsing him to cross the Spanish
line. and to attack the Inthans within the hmits
of Florida uniess they sh uld teke shelter un-
der a Spamsh post, in which event, he was di- |
rected to report immediately ta the Depart |
ment, which order Governor Libb was directed i
o consider as his asuthontly Tor carrying the |
war into Florida, thus clearly estabhshing l
the fact that the order was considered still n

;""' re, | imf-r that on this ﬂllhjt'#‘l vou have nm_l.
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you refer to the public deenments only for the
construction which the Brecu'ive give to the

had nccess to the Genersl’s (Jacksonts) private |
papers; but 1if T be in sn €rrovr, and if the eon.

struction which the admimstrabion gave 10 the
orders be not stated with 8 Hhoent distinetness
in the then President's coire nondence with
him, | will cheerfully give, 88 one of 1he mem.

Lin relstion 1o the opders of it be desired by Gen.

l :
Lon given by mysell, directly or indirectly, of

force, an‘ nol superseded by thal to you, direc-
ting y u to assume the corwmand in the Semi-
nole war.

Nor can my letter of the 6th of February be,
by any sound rule of construction, inierpreted
into sn authority to occupy the Spamsh posts,
of 48 countenancing, on my party, sUChHh =h inters
pretation of the ord e previously given to you.
Your letter of the 200h Junuary, to which mine

!

bers of the {dmimstetion, My own views tally

eral Jickson; but it s only with ham, and at lns |
desire, that opder ex sting CIrcumst.nees, |
should feel fI'lYilrlfjdlhi*t] in correspanding on
this or any other subject connec'ed with his|
public conduct :* to which | added, in my let.
t«r to you CH‘UEI‘inE a copy of the letter from
which the above 19 sn extract, ¢ with you I ean.
not have the shghtest ohjection to correspond
on this subjeet, it ad Litional information he de.
sirable.! You expres-ed no desire for further )
intormation, and | took it tor geanted that Mr,
Monroe’s correspondence with you, and the
pabie documents, furnished vou » full and clear |
conceptin of the co s'ruction which th= Ex-¢
utive gave to your orders under wnch impres.
«ion | remained till | received your letter of the |

1J:h inst, I
Connected with the subje=ct of your nrflrrn,!
there sre certain eXpressons in your letter,
which, though | am al a loss to anlerstand, 1]
cannot pass over in <ilence. After announcing
your surprise at the contents of Mr, Crawtordss
le'ter, you ask whether the information be car. ‘
reet, ‘ynder all of the circamstances, of which i
you an { 1 are hoth nformed, that any ttempt |
sertously to aff et me was move d and sus aned
by you in cabinet council, when 1818 known to
you, | was execuning the wishes of the gov.
ernmnent.’ 1f hy 10 shea which you have under.
scor d. it be meant that there was any intitaa.

the desire of the goveroment that you shouid
occupy the Spanish posts, s far fron being “in-
formed ? | had not the ghginest knowledge of a-
ny such initpmation, nof di' 1 ever hear » wins !I
per of any such betore. fhit 1 cannot imegine |
that 1t s your intention to make » distinction be.
rween the wishes and 'he nunlic opders ot the
roverninent, as | fint no guich distinction in
your corregpondence with fie President, nor 1o
ﬂf!y of the l.itl"lhﬂ documen s; but
traly 1t 18 strongly rebutred by you? relying tor
Hmrjmhﬁﬂﬂmn E-rllﬂ*;lnlh and {‘ﬂﬂiilﬁihrly 0nn |
your puhhe orders, Takugg, then, the 'il-hﬂ'jl
of the gntrrnmrlut’ to he :1.11 an ‘ther expres. |
sion for its orders, | mast eler to the proofl al- |
ready offered, to show (hd the wishes of the |
governmen!, i relation tp the Span sh posts,
wvere not such as you assuqe them to he, |
Having 1 trust, sathistactertly established that
here has not been the least disgmse 88 to the
construction of your orders, 1 will now proceed
to state the part which 1 tosk an the delhibera-
qons of the cabinet, My s arment will be con-
fired s'rictly to myself, as I do not fecl myself
jusofcd 1o speak of the course of the other
members of the adminstration; and, 1 fact, one
ly of ny own In self-detence, under the exira-
ordinary circumstances connected with this cor.
respondence, |
And here | most premise, that the object of

a cabinet council ia not to bring together u[lin-‘
ions already forimed, but to form opinions on
the course which the government ought to
pursue, after full and mature duhbr:ralmn,.]'
Meeting in th'e spirit, the first object 13 a free
ex~hinge of sentiment, 10 whieh doubts and
objecons wre frecly presented and discugsed, |
I 1s | conceive, the duly of the members thus to |
present their doubts and objections, and to
suppori them by offering fully all of the argu-
ments in their power, but at the same ime to
take care not to form an opinion ull all the
f.cts and views are fully bronght out, and every |
doubt and objection carcfully weighed, [In this
spirit | came into the meeting. The questions
mvolved were numerous and important; whee
ther you had trangen.ded your orders; it 80,
whial course ougil Lo be adopted, what was the
conduct of Spain and her oMicers in Flonda

|
|
on the cone |
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|

]
s |
"

her, with the olher I‘}nrnlu'ln'i

POWETS =4 q-irsnun al thatl tmmme, of uncommon |

in an answer, besrs duale at Nashv lle, betore
you set out 0n 'he exnedition, and co sists of a
narpative ol the messures adopted by you, in
order to bring your torces into the ficld, where
thcy anere agirected to rt:nd: AV 0OUN, the tiine -

1 have giwven @ copious exiract, enters fully in'o
the views taken Dy the Esecutive of the whole
subject, In your reply of the 19th of August,
1818, vou ohject to the » nstruction which the
sdmimistration had placed on your orders, and
you 4SSN your reasons al larg =, why you con.
ceived that the orders under which you acte
guthorised your operations in Flonda, Mr,

tended for marening, the orders tor supphes
given to contraciors, with other d-:-!mh of the
same kind, withut the shizhtest indication of
your it ention to act against the Spanish posts,
and the approbstion ol the Presideat of the
measires you bad wdopted conid be intended
to apply to those detaled 10 yaur letter, 1 do
not think that your letter ot the 13th instant

sMonroe rephed on the 20th October,
afler espressing his regret that you had placedd
a Cconsiruction on your orders dillerem trom
what was mtended, he nvited you to open a
correspondence with me, that
of the meaning of your orders, and that of the
sdministrslion, might be placed with the rea.
sons on botk siJes, on the files of the War Dee
Pertilient, Your letter of the 135th of Novem-
ber, 1n answer, wgrees Lo the correspon ence
s prupusc{L but declines commencing 1\, o
whieh Mr. Mouwroe replied by a letter of Lhe
91st December, staling e resasons for sugges'-
ing \he correspondence, and why he thougut ot
oughit to commonce with vou. To thess, l have
added un exiract from your letter of the 7ih Do
cember, approving Mr. Munroe's messige at
the opening of Congress, which though not
constituling o purt ol the c-}rrclponileuce from
wineh 1 hive exirocted 80 copiously, TRUUE
mately connected with the subject uader con-
pideraiton

But it was nol by privere correspondence, on-
ly that the view whieh the Kxccutive ook of
your orders was made known, o his message
10 the House of Kepresentatives of the 230
March, 1818, long betore 1tormation of the re-
sult of your operstion in Florida, was received
Mr. Monroe stales, thet * orders had heeo giv-
en to the Gencral n command not 10 enter
Fiorida, unless it be in pursuit of the enemy,
wnd 10 tha! case, to respect the Spanisi anthor.
ily, wherever it may be muntamed; and he will
be jostructed to withdraw hie forces from the
PrOVINCE, 48 800N 4s he has reduced that tribe
(the seminoles) (o order, and secured our fel-

1818, and, | presenis the

(question, whether the Executive
or yourselt p
dered as a mlitary q:ws[mn, on the orders une
der which you acted, But 1 must be permitted

yo r concepltion | 1o say, that the construchnon o

{ the former 18 1n

'y-r cl cunfnrmily with My intentiun n r]l‘d#ilig

ap the orders; snd that, W they be susceplinie
of a ditferent construction, 1t wis tar trom being
. my intention they should be. | did not then
| Snppose,
power of the President, under the constintion,
to order the occupation of the posts ol a nation
with whom we were nol ot war, (whatever
‘mught be the right of the General, under the
law of nations, to attack w»n enemy sheltered
under the Pos's of a neutral pful-'r'l‘;) and had |
been directed by the President 1o issue such
order, 1 should have been restrained trom coime
plyiug by the higher authority of the constitu-
ton. which 1 had sworn to support. Nor will
| discusa the question, whether the order to Gene
eral Gaines, 1Inhibiting himn from altacking the
S.aiish posts, (s copy of which was sent to
you,) was i fast, and scecording to military u-
sage, s order (o you, and ol course ovligatory
antil rescinded,  Such, certainly, wus my opin-
ion. 1 know thal yours Was difterent, You ac-
ted on your constraction, beheving I to be righ
and, 10 pursaing the course wihineh | have d ne;
| claim an L*quhl r;ghl o act on the coustruc.
non whaeh | couceived to be correct, Rnowing
it (0 conform L0 my W enlions in issu ng the ur-
ders.— But An » 4iving now the guesuon of the
teue construcuion of whe orders, | wish it howe-
ver to be understood, it 18 only because | o
a0t think 1t presented by vour letter, and not

l

Inced the true construction, consi- | on your own responsiniiniy;

nor have | ever, that it was 1n the

' bers of the cabinet were more

complication and ditheuity, Ihese @restions |
had ali 10 be caretully examned an weighed, |
both separately and i conn xion, hetore a final
opini n could be wisely formed; and never did
| see & deliberation in which every point was |
more Caretully examined, or a greaer golicitude
displuyed 10 arrive at 8 correct decimion. | was
the Juninl" menber of the cahinel, sud had been
but « tew months 1n the adminms ralion s Nee
cretary of War, | was more im nediately con-
necied with he questions whether you had
ransended your orders, and, if so, what course
ought to be p iesued, 1 wvas of the impression
that y ou had exceeded your orders and had acted
but | neither ques.
tioned your parriotism nor your motives, He.
lieving Lthat where orders were transended, -
vestig lion, as « matter of course, ought to tol.
low, a8 (ue 1 justice L0 the government and the
ofiicer, unless tiere be Slrong reéasons to the
contrary, | cvine Lo the Meeiing under the im-
| pression thal (he uilldl course ought Lo De pPur-
sued 1n his case, winch | supported by presen.
nd treely all the arguments that oce
curred Lo me. They were mel by othier argu
Mments, growing ou! of a more enlarged view
tiie sbjeCct, a8 ¢ anected with the conduct
' Spain and her offa:
which honour and
sined towards her with W

ting fraily &
of
of

interest dictated to be pur-
mch some o the meme-
famiinr than
my-elt, and whose duty it was to present thial
aspect of the subject, as it Was Mine 10 present
that more immediately connected with the mil-
itary operations.
everv question,
inet came to for
ot the whole ground, 1t was
llﬂr!’nmcd', as 1 undersiood W havor of the
course sdopted, and wlhich was fully  maude
known to you by Mr. Mooroe's letier of the
19th of July 18518, | gave 1L my assent and
support, ss being that which under all the cir-
cumstances, the public interest required to be
) adopicd,

1 shall now turn to the examination of the
version which Mr, Crawtora has given of my
course 1n tns imporiant d hberation, beginning

' when the menbers oi the csb.

m ther final opumon, on a vies

disclosed wha

I oo thns new staie uf llnngm1F

| me, and the

Lintunng one of my aus Clatey 10

what was the state 0 our relations with Spamn, | J
{and, through

ers, and the course of policy'

wonld

Alier deliberately wmgumgi

unanimously de- |

Me Calhoun and Mr, Adame, This let.
ed, was written by Mr. Cal.
It bad the desired

ed by
ter. | always heliey
houn, or by his direcion,
EH{'I‘J; MELr J;le!nﬂ hecame
friendly 1o Mr, Calhoun.”

| am not at all sueprised that Mr.
should feel that ne siands in need of an apolo-
gy tor helraying
net, s, 1 heheve,
in our country, but one
0 be tound in any country, or 8ny Bge,
an individual hes felt mmseil ahsolved from the
high oblhgation which honor and daty impose
on one situated us he was, It 18 not, however, |
my intention 1o comment on the morahty «
disclosure; that more immediately concerns bim- |
aelf; and | leave him andisturbed to estarhish
his own rales of honor and fidchity, in order to
proceed to the examination of a question
whiech | am more inmediately concerned —Lhc
truth of lis apology,

| desire not to sneak harshly of Mr. Crawford,
[ sincerely commisserate s misfortune. 1wy
be warm in polhitical contests; but it 18 not 1n me
to retan enmity, n sticularly towards the unsuc-
cesstul,  In the pohtical contest which ended
n 1825, Mr, Crawlord and myself ook oppo-
site sides; but whatever feelings of unkindnces it
guve rise to, have long since passcd away on
my part, The contesi ended in an enure
change of the political element of the country;
ancd, 1n the new stale of thungs which followed.
I fonnd myselt acting with many of the trniends
ot Mr. Crawford, to whom | had been recently
opposed, and opposed to many of my tnends,
with whom [ had, tull then, been associated.
iy inclination, my
his friends who were acting with
success of the cause for which
, &l coutributed to

not only the first i
of a very few instances

regard tor
we were jointly contending
remove from my bosom every feeling towards
(nm, save that of puy for big mustortune, |
would not speak a harsh word, 1} | could «voud
ity Andt it s A Cause of pan to me that the ex-
traordinary posiion i wihneh he has plfiCEd me,
comnpels me, in sell defence, to say any thing
which must, 10 its CONSEQUENEE, besr on s
characCter.

| speak in th
that his npology

\
\

s spirit when [ assert, as 1 do,
bas 0o foundation i troth, He
offars no reason tor charging me wilh 80 dishon-
orabie an act as that of oetraying the proceed-
ings of the € binet, and that for the purpose ol
the admimstra.
Fhe charge ress wholly on his suspL
cion, to which | oppose my positive asseriion
that it is wholly untounded. I had no know
ledge of the lerter, or conneclion with 1 nor
do | recollect that | ever saw the extract, L
why charge me, and not vir, Adams? 1 wish
to be understood as intimating that Mr.
Adams had the least connection with the affair. |
[ believe him to be wholly mcapable of such
baseness. | had then beenbut s fc & months 10
the sdmmstralion, and Mr, Urawiord and my- |
self were on the best terims, witheut a Ii.*chn,:.!
certainly on my part, Ol rvalry or jf.?.nnIJJ'.}'. |
assigning the molve that he does for the let-
ters, he forgets the relstion which existcd then
between y u and nimself, He says it had the
desired effect; that you becsme fmendly to me,
and estremely inmimical to ik He does not|
remember that your hostility 10 him long pre |
ceded thus pt:rlud. annd had o very aifterent ori-
gin, He ceriainly coulid not have anthicipated
that a copy of lus letter would be plac.d in your
hand,
I'hese are not
nying the sgology;

tion.

the only difliculties accompa.
there are others sull more
formdable, and whnch mus uurn]u.-.l i Lo us
N BOINE olLher rcasHn fur disclusiog the pro
ceedings of the cabinet

Mr. McDuthe's lotter® to me, of the 14th -
gtant, of winen | enclose a copy, protes thia
Mr. Crawiord spoke freely of the proceed-
illgi of the cabinet on his way o lifUl‘Hii. 11!
the summer Of 18148, snd dates will show tha
he could not st that Lime hyve seen ‘he eX
tract from the Nusivule paper, on which he
now rests his apology. 1he deliberaon ol the
cabinet took place betweca the 14 1 and 23 0
On the tormer Jday, Mr, Minrue
returned to Washiugtoa irom Loudon, and o
ihe lstter a general exposition 01 the views ol
the Governmen! in relation (o Lhe operations i
Flopida appeasred n the Lot ihigencer,  bue
letier of M Monrog to you of the 19th Jaly,
1818, fixes probadly the ey of the fiuut decis:
1on of the cabinet. M, Crawlord passed (o’
Augusia on the Ll August, a8 avnounced
the papeis of thal Cly, on which day, r the
preceding, h.8 conversalion, 10 which Mr. Mc
Duffi=*s letier relates, must Lave takea place.
On & coupurison of taese dates, you will sce
that 1t was impossibie that Mr. Crawlord could
have seen the oXiract Tron the Nashivilie paper
wiren he was in BEdgehend, and be must Colses
qiienlly hnd some otoer apology tor hie disclo-
pulres s was bol (L€ Oioly istance ol s
making the disclosures belore be saw e €N
iract, He was al Muledgeville on the 10 O
August, 1518, jews days aller he passc d
through Augusis, sod # little alier, there ap-
peared glatement 1o the Geourgm Journal,
sonewhat varied rom thali Malle al I‘Q-l.;n:ih‘ld.
bul agreeing with 1 most ol rhe particulars,
| canniot lay m) hand on Lhe aracic, Dul huve @
(s incl recolicciiun of it, You no doubt re-
member 1t Circumstances hixed Mt on Mr.
Crawtord, and 10 Des nDOL IO DY Konowledge, been
dt‘ult‘d.

Wit sach ewvidence of inaccurscy, either
from wanl of 2Ol Oor sSume uiheer Cause, 1
what relaies Lo s OWH MOtIves anhd swclions, il
be unruasonable to suppose Lhal Mr.
Crawiord's sleteMelits will prove mure correct
in what relates o e, | wili now proceed 10
examine Lhe'ng e Iil‘i- glates Lhal | pl'upui:u
that vou should *be ihnnmu:d 1) suhe [or ng or
| rrilnuuudtd in 8 me tormy’ and Lo INaEe Uy
course more odious, as | suppose, he adis, Lival
¢ Mr. Caltioun did not propose Lo airest Lene-
ral Jackson.” 1 wili nol dwell on o staie nent
winich, on its Isce, 18 80 absurd. How cuuild an
otficer under our law be punished *ithout ar-
rest and trisl £ Aud tosuppose Lual | proposed
wuch & course, would be (o rate My uaucrksiaiy:
mg very low,

L he next uliegation requires much more sl-
tention, He says, *indeed iy Owh views 0
the subject had undergoie u Mmaterial cliange
sdier he cabinet had been convehed, Mr Gul
aoun made some adusion 1O & (et thatl Gacoe-

inimical to me and |
srawford |

the deliperations of the cadi i
wtance | heen snswere:

that H

o s

proe

gave it xlso +8 K9 opinion thet Florida ought to
he taken by the Umted States, He added, 18
might be a dchedte matter for the Executive
1o deeide, but if the President approved of ity
he had only to give a hint to some Co filential
memher of Congress, say Johnny Ray, and he
would do i, and take the rr-sputmhtlulv on e
self. 1 usked the President it (he letter hacd
I; he rephed noj for that he had
no recollection o recewving W\, 1 then said that
[ had no doubt thst General Jackson, in taking
Pensdacola, beheved he was doing what the F.Xe
ecutive wighed, After that letier was produced
ansnswer«d, 1 should have opposed the inflice
ton of pumshment on Gieneral Jackson, who
had considered the silence of the Presdent aa
a tecit consenty yet it was after the letter was
laced and read, that Mre. Calhoun made the
proposition (0 ihe cabinet tor punmishing the
General,” Agan: 1 do not koow that | ever
hinted at the letter to the President; yet thag
letter had a most important bésrng on the dee
hberations of the Cabroet, ol leasi in my mandg
and possibly on the minds ol Mr, Adams and tha
President: nut neither expressed any opinion omn
the subject, 1t seems it had none on the mind
of Mr. Cslhoun, tor it made no change 1w g

L conduct,?

It will be no easy matter for Mr, Crawford to
reconcile the stalement wineh he has thus cire
cumstantially made, with s conduct I1n reislion
to the Sequnole situr, trom the time ot ihe de-
cision of the cabinet, Wil the subject cessed to
be agisied.

How «ill he, i1 the first instance, reconcila
. with s Edgefield statement, ot which Mr.
McDutlie's leter gives an sceconmt ¢ The cone
trast between that and (he present 18 MOst sirle
ging, to illystrate which, | will give an ex'ract
fram Mre. McDutlie's letter. Mr, MeDufi-"e
letter savs that ¢ he' (Me, Crawtord) *stated
that you’ (M. Caluoun) * had been in tavor of
an ingmry o the conduct ot General JHCk‘iﬂn.
and that he was the only me nber of the cabineg
thet concurred with you, He spoke in strong
terms of disapprobation of the course pursued
hy General Jackson, not only in his anlitary
proceedings, but i prematurely bringing the
groun is of s delence be ore the country and
l.nrt'ﬂlalllilg ‘}Ualluﬁ opLnong thvus H““Clpﬂlﬂﬂ the
alimmisiralion, (O thas point, he I‘Hﬂ‘lurked,
that if the m_lm.nuuatmn could not give direce
tion to public opimon, but permitied a military
otficer, who had violaird s orders, 1o anticie
pate them, they hisd no busines:s 1o he at Washe
ington, and had better return home.,” Such waae
the lsnguage then beld, and sueh hus ton~ of
feeling 4t nal aume, e hear not one wor! of
the letter winch makes €0 conspicuous 4 figure
in lhis prescol stutemen’; not one word of the
change it eilfected 10 bis mind in relation to
yuul' conduct; not a word of s 'uklng 8 Courve
difterent teom me, but, on the conirary, he then
ﬂ_ldlﬂ". {:[l't{,‘,lly thal he concurred with me 1) |
favoriag an mquiry, and wdicaied no diference
on any olher poiat; and 30 tar from exempting
you from the ehurge of bresch of orders, as he
now attempts to do, e asserted, positively, that
you had violated your orders, shall we find an
¢xplanation Of the conlrast n the two states
men § 10 the difference of his maotive s taen and
now £ I8 s motive now tomnmjure m:, and wag
it then Lo atack another member of the sdmine
wiration ? Or must 1L be attnibuted, as the mora
charitanle inerpretaiion, o the decay of memne
ry ¢ Whatever inay be the true explanation
all will sgree that @« stalement, when t‘\'elli:
were fresa in the memuory, is o be ‘rusted g
prelerence to one mude (weive yeors afier the
transaction, pacticalarly it the former accords
withh af er events, and (he latter does not, as 18
the Case s instance. At Ltheé next scesion
of l_}uug.‘l:nﬂ, your conduct n the sem anole wape
was severely atiacked 1o Doth Dranches of 1he
legislature,  Let us sce it the course pursued
'y Mr. Crawlord and e personal snd conhe
dential tiends, can be recuncilded 1o the statee
aent wineh he now gives of bis course 1n the
cabine ., Mr. Cobb, of Georgia now no more,
Aus thien a pr-mn..cm mommber ol the “uuge nf
it**puunru!uuvt-f;. HHe was Lhe purlu‘:ulnr. Pprle
suital, aud conhidennal tnend of Mr. Crawtord,
ihis ACAF I ih‘lllh!i', pnd lovine l'ly alaw student
ander b, What part did he wwke ! He led
Live ailack; be moved the resolutions againse
yOUp HE atCuscd you expressiy of the vioiation
ol yuur uldenrs, and sustaibed the sccusation
with s powers.® Al tus accords with Mr,
Urawlord 8 statement of lus senniment and s
Courge ol the tihe; DUl how Can It be reconcCie
led o s present stalement f How could he,
i BNy plinciple ol jusiice, siand by and heap
you thus taisely accased; an the face of the
world, when he, according o s uhuwmq’ NOWg
KinewN a Il was sil talse ¢ And how l‘.all- Lhe if'ée
concile e lli.I:ucc Lhen, when you sinod so
UG i peed ol s assistance, with s dwcle
safct DOW, Whelh the «Zlhas 10D Dan Iting since
passcd away, and s wd wo jonger required §
Sout let us turn o the othelr dDranch of tue Lo
g8 alure, sl wer wheluer ally accurrence rucers
Cant caplain s wpparent mysiery, General
Lacock, of Pennsyivaima, the parucalar triend
ot M. Urawiord, snd in the haoit of constant
miercourse with bim, wus Lthe chuirman ol the
commi tze in ' hat body to whom the part ot the
message winch relaied 1o the deminvie wqr wud
relorred,  Mr. Forsyth, then and now 4 Scilis
tor trom Georgia, aod who now acls & promiie
penl part it the Lransaction winch has given
fise (0 Lhe present correspondeuce, was 4iso a
member, and was Lthen, a8 De 18 now, an e
inmate pt'r:mml and p:rll'-aCdl iend of Mre. Ctawe
iofd. Wath v woO such able and whlucotial iniends
on the comimiiee, he had the must tavoradi@
| QP POTLIY (hat coulc be offered to do you
Juslice, aAccording to s own sialeinent, We
fcilt nQ obhigation ‘v QLEETVE aience 1IN reation
(0 Lhe proccedings of the cabinet, Wy, then,
did e not wterpose with o irtends on the
comipiilee 10 do you jusuce ¢ d'hat be did not,
{ need not otler you arguments to prove. 1 he
e qul_gl e committee 1 sutheieat testimony,
sowid he say that he was restrained by feel.
L™ Ol delicacy Irom interiering with s Inends
s toe committee, how will e reconcile, un
e pliuciples of Juslice and honor, s siieh . @
alier the repoufl so severely unulhllg youi -
aves and conduc! was inaue, when, admacag
s prescii stalement, it was completely 1 hs
power 1o singla yeu trom censure f
Bt way showd | wasie tine and words Lo
Prave tisl M. Grawiubds whoig course s W die

with lus ¢ apology for having
tovk plsce n cannel meeng.  He says, *lo
Ihe summer alter the meeling, an extract ol a
lett-r from Washinglon Wwais puthshed in o
Nashville paper, in winch (1 was stated that |
(Mr. Crawiord) had proposcd to arreat General
Jickson, bul that he Was irmphantly delend-

low cilizens W that quarter, by salisluclory ar
I‘Iugcillrlllu ignlllil 'y unprmukurl uud savage
hosttlinies 1o fu'ure.’ n his annual messuye o
the opening of Congress 1in November ot the
game year, the Presdent, spedking of your en
tering Fiorida says, ‘on authonsing Major Geu-
-._I“I

esce appendix from A o F inclysive, be
in‘ 0 eXLract trom a private cnrrrupuudum‘t
b (ween Mr. Mource and Gen, Jackson 1w Uk
Seminoie campal,n.

hecause | have now, or ever had, the leas
Houbt of the correciness of the vpmion wineh
| entertain, | hwve always veen prepared 10
Jiscuss 1L on iriendiv terms with you, as appears
ny the extracts from Mr. Monroe’s correspun-
Jence, and more recently by my letler 10 you
of the 3U0th of April, 1848, covering » copy ol o
letler of M oajor H. Lee, 1o wiuch | decling a cor-
respondence that be had requesied oo \he sub-
ject of the construchion ol your orders,

In wy lelier 10 Mgjor ke, 1 platcd Lhal * 29

ral Jackson had writien 10 the Presvient, whio
had forgotten that he hed received s .chh a let-
ter, bul sald o he had received sucu » one, Lk
would find i, and wenl direcily 10 i cabinel

reel L:uuﬂll::l Wil lus presenl statememt ot tha
Pproce cutigs OL 1Ne e, wihoel Lhere 18iialing
ot GDJeCiIVN Lhat Caltiul Do sutibounted f 1'ns

slalcipcul 18 culucely destitule ol toundatio »,
and brought it out, I Leneral Jockson ap ] 1s nol WU,  Dlrange «s Il May appear, aitee

proves of the determination of the Governmeant | L » counl 30 Muie aivd t-JNmﬂ.mlul, e
Lo break up Amelia lland and Gelvestown; and | e

| *sce App wihix Il and J, Letters from Hoas
MeBulile, | itouept arrall, and ot the Hon, Jouna B, dats
3 RLuS,

* Acqueeced would pro he more correc!

y
atl icanl ad npphmblt v q%ilmlll' ol Lhe cab-
Il'lt:l-

® | he letter of the Houn., George
Appeudu markcd L,

“l
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