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August 18, 1911. '

The Commissionor of Pefisions, it
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claiming increase ‘hcam—of_..n.gp, allogmg mself to b
six years old.- The Chief of the Civil War. Division roquos‘bod }

a special examiner be dlroctod to examine the pomi.onor'l fmiﬁf

Bible, furnish a>copy of so much of ‘the record as refers to dats 5
his birth, and give his opinion as to the value of said rocord
evidence. %

I called upon the pensioner, took his statement and that of
half-brother, Frank Johnson, &and carefully examined the Bible
recorde.

While there is no ewidence of erasure or alteration of the
birth record of pensioner, the color of the ink indicates that
was written within recent years, and apparently within five or
ten years, in spite of the fact that he claims his wife's nieke ;7* @
did the writing for him "not long after the war." . B r_,.

The entiies of births of members of the family occurr:.ng 1870
1877 are written in somewhat yellowed ink on the page proper, an
below the date line; while the a.llogod record of poutmr'i b

is written at the top of the page, and outside of the lim
raunding the page, and above the title line, 'Family RM
leads to the belief that the record of his birth mthﬂ bee
written up there after the page proper was full, and that thé :-
writing below is probably not over thirty years old. E .Iud‘ing ‘%
this fact, and also from the fact that the pensiom.t' is still a
lusty workman, earning good wages at teaming, and that he doosw

look to be over sixty, his hair showing no sign of gray.loss thlt
could see, . I doubt the authenticity of the said birth mord.

halt brother testifies that the pensioner is seventy—th;-“ or s
enty-—f'our, and he cortamly does not look SO old as 't.hgt; B
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tration officers that he was seventy—one years of age, &nd 1 ﬁwﬂ
he gave his age as seventy-flve.

for consideration. Very rospectfully,

L 5. Py ].

Special Examiner.




