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of the rarriape. Tre solcier ir his 0léd ape may well have
been confused or mistaken, &s statec by the cleairanrt, enc
while the greciel everiner vnfortunately mace no rerort as
to tre concdition of tre mearricpe recordsg ir tke jurisdic-
tior wrere tre rarriare is alleged to have taken pléace,
experierce ras srown tre laxity witk wkhich trhe records of
marriuige of colored persors were kept cduring the perlod
irmediately following the close of the war. This case 1s
quite similar to thut of Arelie XK. Skhanaran, 14 ®. I'., 530,
where, as also in the case above cited, tre &absence oI &
recor¢ was not ceered sufficiert to bar tre acceptance of
the marriuapge as alleged, based upor cokhebitation and repute.

T am therefore of the opiniorn that the evicence should
be accepted as sufficient to establish the clairmant's al-
lepgeé rarricepe to the soldier and that ske 1s 1in consequence
ertitled to recopnition as his lawful wicdow.

Verv resmectfully,




