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_BALTIMORE AMERICAN, SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 1918

TE CAPITOL, SAN SALVADOR.

BY FRANK G. CARPENTER.

NEQUINTLA, Guatemala, January 10.
)AM writing this letter at Es-
! quintia, Guatamala. It is the
biggest town between the capl-
tal and the seacoast. If lies on
the Guatemala Central Rail-
poad some distance north of Santa Maria,
the junction where the Pan-American
Road will creoss the Cenfral on its way
te Panama. The Pan-American line 1is
Row practically completed from Sanfa
Maria to Mexico, and the plan is to ex-
tend the road southward te Santa Ana,
im Salvador. The distance betwen these
twe towns is less than 100 miles, and
we shall then have railroad connection
between Salvador and the United States.
An American syndicate will probably
build this ruvad, and the same syndicale
has plans for a lwe from Zacapa, on the
Guatemala Raiiway, om the other slde of
the mountaing te connect with the Salva-

dor system. Whem {Tese rcads are finished |

Balvador will he able to ship goods to
Yort Barrios, om the Caribbcan Sea, and
it will be withim letg tham Lhree days ol
New Orleans.

I understand the concoessions for these
branches are well under way, and that
their completion is a matiser of a very
ghort time.

These two roadls will form a part of a
great Central American railway sysiem,
the chief ewnerg of which are Minor C.
Beith and bhis associates, many of whom
ars connected with the United Fruif

Company. Mr. Eelth controls the roads
of Costa Rica and alme those of Guate-
mela, Hs has Inxyge interests in Hom-
duros, and almp a2 grasp upon the rail-
waye of Nicaragua. The rad from Banta
Marla to Banta Ana was originally
granted to Mr. Reme Kellhaner, but it is
mow in the names of Minor C. EKelth and
Bradley M., Palmer. The Hlne from
Banta Amm to Zacapa iz alep said to be
backed by Mr. Eeith. I will be 79
gailes long, and ite gavge will be standard.

Salvador Raillways.

As # iz now, Ealvedor has just about)

128 miles of raillwayn, and these Dbelong
¢ a2 DBritish company. Itz lines were
- built with Brifigh capital, although they
Bave & number of American engines and
car®. Some of the locomotives are Bald-
wing, and 2 number of the cars were
manufactured im FPhilndelphda. At pres-
ent the compamy Iz Duilding ifs own
enached.

- These roade oconneet the port of Aca-
futla wifh the ihrivimg town of Santa
Ana and also with the capital at RSan
Salvador. The company owna an {ron

er at Aeajulla, which cost over a mil-

on dollars o build, and it has a line of
steamers which plles along the coast
ranning teo Honduras, Nicaragua and as
far noerth as Balinma Cruz in Mexico.
Thess steamers carry the Salvador mails
north te Tehuantepee, cutting down the
postal time betweem Salvador and BHu-
gope to omly a little over two weeks,
whereag it ured to be one month. They
oxable ome to go to Salvador from here
every few days. Wiith the completion of
the Papama Canal, the {raffilc of Aca-

will De greatly Incréased, and the
road will b a very valuable property.
The prospect g that it will eventually
go mto the hands of the American syn-
dicate.

These rallways will bring Salvador Into
¢loge connection with the United States.
‘Y% {8 one of the most Interesting countries
on this continent. Great parts of Guate-
mgla are savage, wild and unpopulated.
Salvador is more thickly seftled than
most parts of our Union. It has an area
leos than that of Massachusetts and Its
inhabitants number 2,000,000, If the
United States were as thickly populated
it would have more than four times as
many people as now, and if our soll
throughoutf were as rich, we would hsve
wealth beyond the dreams of avarice.
Salvador has two ranges of mountains,
which are rich in iron, copper and lead,
and in gold and sllver as well. -As it is
‘mow, its mineral exports are between

§2,000,000 and $3,000,000 a year, and the

total exports, including coffee, tobacco
and sugar, are more than $9,000,600.

The bulk of the exports go to the
United States, ¥France and Germany,
while the most of the imports come from
the British and us. The Germans, who

Bave less than a half million dollars of

the exports and about the same of the
{mports, have large flnancial interests,
@nd they are doing what they can to
g¢apture the trade.

American Trade In S8alvador.

Indeed, it behooves the Americans to
up and doing as to Central America.
find the Germans everywhere, and the
Britieh have long had a bhold on the va-
glous countries. As 1t 18 now QGreat
Britain is supplying- twice as much cot-
¢en to Salvador as we do, and it is
erowding us close In hardware and in
certain kinds of machinery. We have the
Bulk of the leather imports and most of
the flour, and we are shipplng several
hundred thousand dollars’ worth of
druge. and medicines—a business in which
Germany tries in vain to compete.
As to our imports, we are buying about
a million dollars’ worth of Salvador cof-

which are
laboratory.

also in cattle Dreeding

of Balvador.
to something like 9,000,000 pounds

‘the Louilsville

| bagatelle in comparison with the popu-)able as it was in the past, when as much

lation and wealth of the country.

ralvador is different from the. otherl

Central American States in that it is di-
vided up into small farms. There are

many landholders, and nearly every fam-
ily owns it8 own home farm. The soil
15 fertile and the rainfall abundant. There
are thousands of little coffee plantations,
many indigo farms and here and there a
field of green sugar cane.

The government is doing all it can to
encourage farming and it has established

a school of agriculture, which has an ex-

perimental farm situated on the sides of
the mountains about 1,300 feet above the
gsea. This farm
ithe second city of the republic, and
Izalco. It is not far from Acajutla, upon
a little tableland, on the highest part of
the 8chool buildings and
Experiments are being made
there in coffee and sugar planting, and
and dairying.
The school sends out bulleting of in-

formation somewhat as our Agricultural |

Department does, although on an in-
finitely smaller scale.

Coffee and Indiga.

Coffee and indigo are the two chief crops
The coffee product amounts
and
it brings the highest of prices. The
trees grow in all parts of the republic
between 1,000 and 4,000 feet above sean
level. The plants are grown in seed beds
and are set out when they have been
well sprouted, They begin to produce at
about three years. It costs from five to
six cemts a pound to raisw the coﬁen and
it sells at retail from 10 cents to 25
cents a pound, over half the crop being
consumed at home. I am told that which
is sent abroad brings very high prices,
and the Central Americans think Salva-
dor cofiflee better than that of Brazil
and superior to the coffee of Jamalca or
aava.

Indigo grows almost everywhere and it

once was the chief export of the country.

It is produced from a plant which flour-
isheg upon nearly all solls. The ground is
first burnt over and them scratched with
the plow. The seed is scattered broadcast

and the plants soon grow to the height of

your head. They are them cut and the
indigo extracted by soaking them in water
in vats. It takes about 100 pounds of the

grecn plants to produce five or six ounces

of indigo. ¢ business 1s not so profit-

is Dbelween Sonsonate, |

i durable.

| ests

two the sap has scaked into it.

| America, and he has proclaimed it one

i tal city. popuiation,

as 1,800,000 pounds were produced in one
year. a value equal to abeout $3,000,000.
The output today is much less, the indigo
dye having been largely driven out of use
by the cheap analine dyes.

Another queer Salvador export is the
balsam of Peru, whose name reminds e
of that which Senator Palmer chose for
his log cabin home outside Detroit. He
called the place Font Hill, and when asked
why replied that it was because it had no
fountain and no hill. This ig the c¢ase
with the balsam of DPeru. It does not
come from Peru, but from Salvador, and
this is about the only place where it grows
well. This balsam is largely used in per-
fumery and medicines. It is sometimes
called cocoa balsam because it was once
shipped in cocoanuts. It really comes from
a great tree of the tropical forests which,
when full grown, is over a yard thick and
from 80 to 100 feet high. The tree has a
white bark and the wood is hard and
It has white Dblossoms and ifs
fruit is much like a bean pod. with a
single seced. These trees grow in the for-
and the balsam is collected almest
altogether by Indians, who tap the trees

i in the winter by scraping off the bark in

patches fo the depth of one-tenth of an
inch. After this the scraped places are
heated with burning torches and then cov-
ered with scraps of old cotton cloth. The
cloth sticks to the tree and in a day eor
The rags
are now taken off and boiled in hig iron
pots. They are then put under pressure
and the balsam jJuice squeezed out. It

 must now be refined and put up in cans

for the market. The product is a grayish-
redq mass which smells like vanilla. 1t is
said to De especially good for skin diseases
and as an antiseptic. It sells for $2 or ' $3
a  pound.

Visited by Secretary Knox.

Secretary Knox took a run
Salvador during bhis stay 1n

through
Central

of the prettiest of our sister republics.
The lowlands and sides of the moun-
taing are covered with farms. The vil-
lages are quaint and £he cities have
many beautiful buildings.

The biggest town is Santa Ana, with
about 34,000; then comes San Salvador,
with 32,000, and then San Miguel, with| 'The capital,
23,000. Sonsonate, where the railt-ﬂadx the beautifully located towns of Central
shops are, has 12,000, and the port of| America. It lies in the foothills of the
La Libertad is almost as large. The to-| mountains, right under a magnificent vol-
including towns| cano and about 2,000 feet above the Pa-

b e |

ranging from 8,000 upward, is about
180,004. |
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A COON

S ON
CONCRETE PLATFORMS.

) cific Ocean.
| pares with Mexlico City. Near it is Lake
San Salvador. is one of | Hopango, a beautiful green sheet of water
with a shore line of perhaps 30 miles.
All the country about is volcanic and

this lake formerly had 1iclands WhiChl
some years ago dropped out of sight at| consisting of one or two storieg surround-

0TING IS CONPULSORY

W SALVADORAND
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the fime of an earthguake, while an-
other island 500 feet in diameter rose
out of the lake to a height of 150 feet.
At the same time the water became in-
tengely hot, althqugh it is ordinarily
cold. There are now villages and hotels
about Ilopango and it is the favorite re-
sort of San Salvador.

The capital of the republic is well bullt
Its streets are wide and well paved, and
ity public offlces compare with those of
the great clties of Xurope. The new
cathedral iz magnificent and the White
| House, or Casa Blanco, the university, the
theater and the National Institute are
worthy of mention. There are fine homes,

S F B il i e

In some respects it com-
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 HVERAL TFrankfort sportsmen,
according to the State Journal,
are upon thelr way to High
Bridge upon a houseboat, car-

rying 1,000 live minnows and | °

other balt and two coon dogs, says
Courler-Journal. They
will hunt ’ecoon in the hills about High
Bridge.

Good coon dogs are rare sporting an-
imals nowadays. They never were AaS
common a8 good bird dogs, but when
there was more virgin forest in Ken-
tucky than there now 18, and when the
wages of farm laborers were less than
they now are, there was a fair profit in
coon hunting, as well as falr sport, and
nearly every round-log or hewn
cabin boasted a coon dog.
bits a day was the pay of a strapping
farm labored, even in corn shucking
time, and 'coon pelts were worth a half
dollar, a really good coon dog could
earn more for the man who followed him
than could be earned in the fleld from
sunup to sundown. Coons were plenti-
ful In the woods. A man with a first-
rate dog—usually a cur which knew bet-
ter than to waste time jumping up rab-
bits, and whose nose was get for the
traillng of ‘“varmints’”—and with an ax
to chop down trees &nd & shotgun or

| cap-and-ball rifle to use as occaslon of-

fered, was pretty sure to come home with
more than gix bits' worth of ’'coon fur
before midnight.

Dogs trall coons more readily after a

lHHght rain has fallen, When it ig damp

in the woods and the various forest scents
mingle and form a perfume that is grate-
ful to the olfactories of human beings,
the raccoon upon his way from his home
in a hollow tree to his fishing in the

shallows of the creek leaves more of the |

perfume of hils “pads"” upon the fallen
leavesg than is left upon a dry night. And
if the clouds have bilown away and there

is a full moon the hunter is not put to |

the trouble of getting the coon out of
the tree by climbing the tree or by chop-

ping it down, a method common enough |

when timber was looked upon &8 inex-
haustible and when axmen were more ex-

pert than they now are and did not look |

upon sx work as intolerable labor. Upon
moonlight nights the coon was usually
discoverable to the hunter somewhere in
the ‘“crotch’” of the tree or flattened out
upon the top of a large limb trying to
hide. All that was necessary was to
walk about the tree, keeping its branchey
silhouetted against the moon unt the
fur of the coon was seen. The coarse
hair that grows longer than the soft
short fur upon thre coon’s back showed
readily against the moon, gand sometimes
the end of a tail left hanging carelessly
over & limb would reveal the where-

log |
When iix,

ing the pranches bare against the alrv i pot a coon by mnoﬁlight by getting hisy wild turkey roost was sometimes found { the moon, It was not worth while to carry |
fur against the face of the moon, and | by a hunter whlle circling a tree looking
hunters who were primarily interested in | for a coen,

A man accustomed to shooting squirrels
from the topmost branches of ‘‘ghell-
bark” hickories with a long rifle could

getting pelts saved time by doing so. A

[ R N — -

BALSAM TREE GROWS
ONLY 1Y
Uy = AQLVADOR

ing open courts or patios. Most of these
have beautiful gardens and not a few have
fountaing. The houses are painted in
bright colors snd the roofs are of tlles.
The gidewalks are paved with slabg or
rocks from the quarries nearby and there
are tramways which give a 10-minute
gervicee A new theater is now bullding
which 18 subsidized by the city, It will
cost about & million francs and will seat
1,200.

S8an Salvador's President.

San Salvador has numerous parks, In
which the people walk about during the
evening, when the bands play. It is a
agreat club center, and is the social hub
of the republic. It is where the president

a gun of any kind. The dog and the ax
constituted fuil
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cruel, blighting pestilence is war!

With robbery and murder for its aim!

A God-defying sacrifice of life!

“Thou shalt not kill”! is the Divine command!
A wanton spoliation of the land,
With devastation and destruction dire!
A tempest of base passions and revenge?
A sorrowful abuse of human power|

II.

Behold the roaring battle’s surging hell!
War's sweeping, flashing, smoking hurricane!
: With thundering cannon hurling bolts of death!
And rifles rattling as thelr missiles fly!
= While batteries belch aloud their fatal fire!
And hissing shells deal havoc as they burst
And turn to mangled masses fighting men !
And charging troops are pierced by bayonets,
While yells of triumph deaden dylng groans!
nd stricken horses with their riders falll
he wounded, with the dead, oft trampled down;
And clashing sabers, glittering in the sun,
Proclaim thelr mission as they drip with blood!
et fife and drum are heard amid the storm-—
he flerce barbaric tumult of the fight,
And fire the courage of the warring hosta.

IXL.

What moral right have rulers thus to slay

And with disaster scourge the lands they rule?
Why should Ambition’s goal be bought with blood?
And Governments their people doom to death?
Those they should foster and protect from harm.
Should territory be by slaughter won?

And States b{ loot and carnage greater grow?
No realm ghall prosper by such evil deeds,

But by its people be restrained from war,

Or share the fate of Babylon and Rome.

War’s sacrifice through all the past appals!

The world’s long record of the milliong slaini
And makes Humanity and Mercy weep!

IV.

Mankind from Marathon to Waterloo,

And later, through more desolating wars, .

Has fought with splendid courage misapplied,

With sentiment perverted, false and base,

And wasted in destruction manly strength,

And falsely deemed it righteous thus to fight;
For why should men thelr fellowmen assail?

Men who are strangers and have harmed them not,
And drench with blood and' tears their native land ?
The tears of women o'er their kinsmen slain,

. Mourning the loss of those who fought and died,
Mourning the stern, dread tragedy of war.
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ghlt worse could be to settle hot disputes?
h

TN

at greater wreng and folly could be wrought?
ad, horrible and terrible is war!

V.
Cuoret be unrighteoug rulers of the ea
Who sacrifice thelr countrymen for spol
With disregard of all but force of arms,
In violation of all human rights!
Alas! that such destruction e’er should be,
And worse than barbarism reign,
With men as fiercely battling as the brutes!

VI.
Yet Christian nations thus resort to arms,
And work unchristian vengeance on their foes,
And falsely deem it patriotic strife,
And glorify the vietors in the fight,
Yea praise thelr cﬁurage in the work of helll
God grapt that soon the gladsome time may come
When war will be a pestilence no more! _
When PEACE in splendor through the world will reign!
PRACE bringing weal and happiness to man!
PYACHE bullding-—not destroying-—here below!
PHACH adding to the opulence of alll

ViI.
No grester curse than war affilects mankind!
No gmre destroying and gatanic bliﬁht!
No greater foe to all things civilized!
A foe that turns the tide of Progress back!
No more calamitous and weeful wrong!

dark its stain on the historic page!
Egc? mgi ere long, through all the world, will rise

Against the tyrants who would bid them fightt
Then armies will—llke navies—cease to bei
And PRACH enthroned will glorify the earth,
And lighten burdens we have now to bear,
While Art and Sclence, Letters, Morals, Laws,
Will all reflect our h{gher plane of life!
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VII1L.
Humanity and Reason crE for Peace!
And naught can justify the scourge of war.
S0 time will this barbaric blot efface.
And usher in a happler age for man.
Responsive to enlightenment to come,
The nations will in unison disarm, z
And join 1In peaceful bonds to banish wfi',
And Seek JUDICIAL: REMEDIES for wrongs,
And ARBITRATE where now they dr the sword!
Then may they boast—‘“Behold us Clvilized !”
And see enriched thelr heritage on earth.
T.et all the world unite to war no more!
And bless mankind with universal peace!
Peace—everlasting peace—from pole to pole!

equipment. The coon |
Upon cloudy nights, or in the dark otﬁ ireed, there was nothing to WUo but cut

i

down the tree or climb it. Cutting the
tree had one great disadvantage: an
eager dog would sometimes fail to allow
for the spread of the branches and get
killed by the falling tree. If the dogs
were held back there was alwaysa the pos-
sibility that the coon weuld get up an-
other tree before he could be caught.
An old and expenieced animals some-
times managed to jump from the branches
of a falling tree to a standing one, leav-
ing no trall and sometimes escaping the
eyes of the dogs. Climbing the tree had
also one great disadvantage. The sup-
posed coon sometimes turned out to be a
wildcat. It is safe enough to straddle a
limb and make & copn run out to the end
of it, where he may be shaken into the
jaws of the dogs below. But a wildcat is
inclined to dispute possession of the limb,
and an enraged wildcat encountered in
the dark by a bare-handed human oppo-
nent I8 somewhat more terrible than an
army with banners. Because of its rapid-
ity in action the wildcat algo smeems, in
such a situation, to be as the sands of
the sea for a multitude. Old coon hunters
used to tell grisly stories of limb-end en-
counters with ‘‘catamounts’ to which

“they would have been glad to apologize

in time if they had known what manner
of savage beast they faced in the inky
darkness in the depths of the forests.
But notwithstanding 1its drawbacks,
‘coon hunting was regarded as good sport
by primitive ruralists who had not been
lectured by the modern writers upon the
wickedness of cruelty to animals, and who

relished g finish fight between an old boar

'coon and a fearless dog which hagd learned
in a bloody school of experience where to
grip the 'coon and how important it was
to hang on. Only the dog which has
learned from ftrained ’coon dogs how to

get the death grip and hold it is a match

for a full-grown ’coon. And if the ’coon is
treed@ near water and can manage to beat
the dog to the creek the inexperienced
dog who plunges in and tackles him is
pretty likely to be drowned by an animal
who has a peculiar and deadly knowledge
of how to fight without swallowing water
and who cap remain under water for a
good while without drowning.

Nowadays coon hunting in the more
thoroughly tilled sections of KXentucky
has become unpopular with the com-
monality, The game is not plentiful
enough to make the hunt profitable,
And really good coon dogs—dogs that
will not follow the hunter instead of
the trail, and will not “lie,”” which means
barking up the wrong tree—are hard to
find. Coon hunting has Dbeen tried as a
divertion for “Society.’” but it is a rough
sport, pursued in the darkness and, nec-
essarily, through thickets and briagrs, it
has never had a vogue with the set that
hunts foxes. Nowadays trees are getting

lives and where congress meets. The pres
ent executive is Don Manuel Enrigune
Araujo, who was vice president under the
last administration, and who, I am told,
is very popular. He was elected by both
parties and great things are expected of
him. He is one of the young men of the
country and heas long been noted for his

fairness on all public questions., He i8 a

physician by profession, and is well known
&8 a surgeon, He is aleo an inventor, hav-
ing designed some very delicate instru-
ments, which are now in common use in
the big hospitals of Hurope. :

The government of Salvador, as is the
ease with all the Central American states,
is modeled after that of our country.
The republican government i{s divided
into three branches, legislative, executive
and judicial, The legislature has but one
house, which {s known as the Nationa:
Chamber of Deputies. This consists of
42 members, who are elected by popular
vote for a term of one year. All males
have the right to vote after they yreach
the age of 18, and they are compelled to
do 80. There 18 no mugwumping or
shirking the polls in Salvador.

The executive branch consists of =
pregident and vice president, who arc
elected by popular vote. The president is
not eligible for re-election until four
years after the close of his term, and he
cannot succeed himself as vice president.
He has his cabinet, consisting of four
secretaries, each with 2 large number of
clerks. .

The Army of Salvador is small, but
quite large enough for the country. It
numbers about 15,000 men as a regular
force, 11,000 a¢ a first reserve and 15,000
as a second reserve. In case of war,
military service is compulsory, and the
country can put into the fleld on short
notice, something like 80,000 men.

Up-to-date Sanitation.

Salvador is now becoming live to the
new sanitation. Some of the finest bulld-
ings of the country are ifs hospitals,
among which is that of Rosales, which
hag an endowment of more than $4,000,-
000. This building 1is situated .at San
Salvador. Yt was bequeathed to the na-
tion by Don Jose Rosales and was sus-
tained by him during his lifetime, There
are other hospitals at the capital and
also in the chief towns, and something
like 8,000 patienis are treated in them
every year. : .

Not far from San Salvador is a tuber-
culosis sanatorium, where the open-alr
treatment is employed, and the people
claim that they have a less death rate
from °consumption than in any other
Spanish-American capital.. The number
is a little over 13 per 10,000, which com-
pares very favorably with Lima, the capi-
tal of Peru, which has over 62; Caracas,
the capital of Venezuela, which has 60,
and Rio de Janeiro and Santiago de Chile,
each of which has 38. The mortality in
Mexico City per 10,000 from this digease
is 14, and that of Montevideo, Uruguay,
16.

Fighting the Hookworm.
1 have written of what the Costa

- Ricans are doing as to the hookworm.

They have their doctors everywhere and
they are greatly reducing the extent of
the plague. In Salvador recently it
seemed as though the country would have
an epldemic of smallpox. The National
Institute of Vaccination took up the mat-
ter and supplied enough serum to vaccil-
nate all the people. The work was much
the same as that which we did in Porto
Rico at the close of our war with Spain,
when we vaccinated 800,000 within =a
month or so. The Salvador work was
go effective that within a few months
smallpox was wiped out of the republie,

This vaccination work was done large-
lv by traveling doctors in connection

abouts of the animal whose presence was
denoted by the refusal of the dog to
leave the butt of the tree. ‘Pelts are not
at their best until the heavy frosts have
made the raccoon put on his winter cost.

By taat time the leaves have fsllen, leaw- *

4

with the Rosales Hospital, which has a
factory in which a thousand tubes of
vaccine are monthly prepared. In addi-
tion to this a great deal is imported
from France and Switzerland.

iCosprishe, M4 by Fank G Coxpenten)

fee, six or seven hundred thousand dol-
lars’ worth of gold and a few thousand
dollars’ werth of rubber and skins. The
total exports to the United States in 1010
Faoe jost a ldls evam tweo millicdy—a

- (g0 few and far between in Central Ken-

\ | tucky that many coons seek refuge 1n
: sink holes when pursued, and- some of

p the few coon hunters who still follow

C? w them iusist that “‘ground coons” and
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