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BY JAMES M. YOUNG.

NE of the most remarkable col-
lections of autograph letters
and higtorical documents in
the country jis to be found
right here in Baltimore. It i8

the Straus Collectlion of Historic Docu-
ments, the property of Philip Gutman
Straus, 1628 Eutaw Place, and
result of 17 years of collecting on the
part of Mr. Straus.

One has but to glance ‘through the care-
fully indexed and classified documents to
realize that the result of Mr. Straus’ ef-
forts is no ordinary collection, but one
which deserves to rank with the foremost
private collections of the land., It in-
cludes letters and documents written or
signed by United States presidents, cab-
inet ' officers, army and navy officials,

members of the nobjlity, authors, artists.

and sculptors, renowned physicians, emi-
nent lawyers, opera singers, actors, mu-
giciang and an almost complete set of
documents signed . by barons of Balti-
more, lords proprietary and governors of
Maryland from Charles Calvert, thivd
Lord Baltimore, to the Hon, Philips Tiee
(Goldshorough, present chief executive of
the state.

It is only possible to enumerate and
comment briefly upon a few of Mr.
Straus’s treasures, for to describe them
all would require volumes. Suppose we

glance first in the section devoted to.the |

presidents, beginning with the ‘Father of
His Country. We note first a lease signed
in 1767 by George Washington, 1t ap-
pears that it was obtained from a James
Cocke, of Williamsburg, for a piece of
property, the boundaries of which are
designated by a number of old landmarks,
and it ‘bequeaths the estate, in the event
of Washington’'s death, to John Custis,
gon of Dﬂniel Custis, the first husband
of Washington’s wife.

There are some ‘‘clearance papers,’”’
gigned by John Adams, which also bear
the signature of Samuel Pickering. Some
of these clearance papers are of particu-
lar interest because of their connection
with the pirates which once infested the
Rarbary coast before the days of Decatur
and his associates. It seems that each
of the ocean robbers, who were bribed
by the United States government not to
molest a Yankee vessel, possessed a small
piece of wood, so cut that it would ex-
actly fit the curving .top of the papers
belonging to the ships of the young na-
tion. When a ship was boarded the pa-
pers were taken out and in cage the
wood could exactly fit their
vessel was allowed to sail on unimolested;
otherwise, woe betide those on board.

Signed by Jefferson.

Of the many clearance papers in. Mr.
Straus’ collection the most interesting
perhaps is one which bears an original
Savage engraving signed by none othet
than Thomas Jefferson, and incidentally
James Madison, then secretary of state.

The fourth president—James Madison
—on - April 6, 1816, signed a paper giving
to one James Dillard, a captain in the
‘United States Army, a 10-acre ‘tract of
“land as a 'reward for three years’ mili-
tary service, and toddv the paper rests
in Mr. Straus’ collection near a right of
navigation, to which James
fixed his signature when he was in the
premdent s chair in 1818 The document
was countersigned by John Qni‘ncry
A.dams then secretary of state, and it
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]mnfer the privilege of sailing from New)the purpose of appmntmg th{‘ directors
York. to the West Indies upon Lloyd | for the ensuing year.
Bowers, master of the brig Active. Another is a document bearing

Especially interesting today is the let-
ter from James Wiggen, of New York,
to James Monroe, when he wad secretary'
of state. The Iletter deals with the
great question of the hour—the War of
1812—and it ‘reads in part:

" ¥I am not very sanguine that peace
will be the result, although Great Brit-
ain has done more. than 1. thought she
would have done, hy sending out over-
tuves. I am fearful that she is playing
the old game over again, and that she is
not desirous of such a peace as will be
honorable to the United Stateg, but hope
that T . am mistaken, It may prove that
she only wishes to throw the odium of
the war on the American government,

and to make the people of England be-
lieve t-h‘a't' America still insists on aban-
donment of British maritime rights,
| which she considers to be essential to

hiy, secretary of war.
signing was 1836.

the signatures of-Martin Van Buren, then
President,
John Forsyth, and grants permission to
a captain of a New York vessel to
for Jamaica. It is to be noted, too, be-
cause the great seal :of the government
is affixed.

William Henry Harrison’s Ch”_eck.

William Henry Harrison is represented
by a check drawn on June 20, 1815, when
| he was a prosperous farmer in Virginia,
unknown to fame. The paper was signed
‘11} Cincinnati and is drawn on the Miami
Exporting Company for the amount of
$20, payable to W. Irwin. In appearance
the check is very similar to those in use
Itodar

*REAPINOMACHINE*

flfn _ m‘fz}mi b bbﬁtmmc rnﬂaf!mﬂm I&NMM W cut
L acres ry Wheat ina day, the grran takien as olean
and lefts inas jﬂﬁ’&' Mﬂr in :.'..r when cut By the gyihe

> 715

- Lo -
i - 2 A ] - L g P - =
- ko T iy . TET it P o . sl ] @ - . -
LY =R R w e M. - ! 1L s 1 - S . 2
o = e an - : s g o,
Fab e oo i o W SR i - ¥ AT X i L - e #
o A - T . e - = - o =
5 " r A . i’ = ] ' - . h 3 i - g Red
sl =% -":.. e el v Sk e ’ i el . ..I.L ‘. i > iyt 2 r e '}
] - 4 L : ¥ L 3 -k ' - i e
- i ] =iy T T - -0 5 : * S, , ,.;:11,__ :
L] - i | = 4 ", a L 4 P !
o A 1 1% i oL g s, LT p s - 5 s o A
L o i - r . e T - : - L e E
- . . - . fanl s L e AT
Lk - ol - 5 ! i - L |.- n, T 3 £z "_ 5 o = -
-, g™ 4 - I e -
- .

AN EARLY REAPER MADE IN BALTIMORE

The death of President Harrison -0c-
curred on August 4, 1841, when the dis-
| tinguished man was 68 years of age. The
news reached Baltimore through messages
carried by horseback news carriers.in an
amazingly *31101"( time. The Straus  col-

ber existence as an independent nation.”
Mr, btrauﬁg also possesses the original
patent for certain improvements in- the
loom, ' the  invention  of Edmund Cart-[
wright in 1785, These improvemengs
were originated by Horace Baker, who
signed the patent, as did John Quincy }
Adams; Henry Clay, the secretary of
state; William Wirt,. :the first attorney
general of the nation, and George W,
Cartwright, the witness.
- Another treasure which reminds us of |
J. . Adams is to be found in a letter
written by him to Langdon Cheves, who
was, from 1819 to 1822, president of the
ank of the United States, indited for

"

the old Baltimore Patriot and Commer-
cial Gazette of April 5, 1841, which indi-
cates the high .esteem in which the:dead
President was held in this eity. It reads:

“The painful intelligence reached this
city yesterday morning that William
Henry -Harrison had departed this life.
For several days past there has been

© Maryland

the
names of Andrew Jackson and Lew Cass, |
The date of the | -
Still another right of!
navigation, bearing the date 1840, carries |
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AN APPOINTMENT SIGNED BY PRESIDENT PIERCE

mind in regard to the 111110&:& ﬂf' the be- | the day following the funeral tells of | Buchanan, and yas written by the presi-,
i § %

[ loved patriot and its probable issue and
this anxiety depicted as 1t was on every
countenance, received measureable relief,
or deeper impress, from day to day, from
hour to hour, according to the varying
accounts from the seat of gdvernment af-
forded or withheld ground of hope of a
favorable termination. But hope and fear
merged into the reality of
vigitation, William Henry Harrison, the
faithful and long-tried public servant, the
venerated patriot, the beloved chief, so

‘J]HtE']}T called to. its highest office by ﬂ?]‘ra]’iera in the possession of Mr.
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free people, is no more. MThe event, -which
gives pain to the nation and shrouds the
whole world in: gloom, ‘took place at 30
minutes before 1 ﬂ([DC‘k on the mﬂrmnﬂ
of. the 4th matant __

An at;cnuut of the death
deut and a copy of the resolutions a

|

pt-

ed by Congress relative to it in the
of a press dispatc h follows the edltaual

The set of resolutions has appended to it

many famous names,
Daniel. Webster. R e -

It appears from other 'clippings’ from
the same paper that the Maryland Cadets
resolved  to attend the funeral of Mr.
in a body. The following ex-

among them that of
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ou accordmgly —You are therefore careful]y, and diligently to dif-
E / C akdwr -~ In leading, ordering,

in Arms, both inferior Officers and Soldiers ; and to keep
And they are hereby commanded to

faid

and exercifing

And you are yourfelf to obferve and

tollow fuch Orders and Inftructions, as you fhall from Time to Tlmc receive
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' how they were thwarted in their resolve :
"“"We 'are requested to' state that this
company, mmuch to their regret, were
unable to join the military escort
eral Harrison, yesterday morning, in
consequence of an alteration being about
to be made in their military caps,
deprives them of their present use.’’
John ™TMyler, tenth president
United States, was noted for
heartedness, one manifestation
is to be found exemplified

his
among the

It is in the ahape of a warrant,

Teads as follows:

“I hereby authorize _,and direct that
of state affix the seal of
the United States to the pardon of John
Harrington. Dated this day and signed
by me, and for so doing, this shall . be
his -warrant,
(Signed)
“President
Americ:
“*Washington,

“*JOHN'
United

TYLER,

of States

the of

December 3, 1844."

James K. Polk’s Signature.

Mr. Straus has a splendid signature of
James K. Polk. 1t is found on the bot-
tom of a navigation paper, which was
drawn up June 12, 1848. James .Buch-
anan, at the time secretary of state, and
president, countersigned the docu-

Mr. Straus . also owns a letter
written by Polk in regard to the distri-
bution of the Congressional Globe.

When Zachary Taylor was a brigadier
in the TUnited States Army he
wrote a ‘letter from Fort King to Gov.
T. R. Gilmer, of Georgia, stating that the
commanding officer on the Florida fron-
tier had been authorized by the secretary
of war to call on the governor for as-
sistance in the campaign ,against the
troublesome Indians. The letter bears
the date March 9, 1839, and may be seen
with the hundreds of equally fascinating
documents.

Fillmore, one of the less interesting
presidents, signed several state papers
which have: found - their way into the
Straus' collection. The next incumbent
of <the coveted 'position ‘was Pierce. A
large sheet of parchment, dated 1855,
which is: the official appointment of Wil-
liam Sharp to the rank of lieutenant in
the United Statemﬂv}-’. containg his sig-
nature, and is countersigned by the sec-
retary:of war at the time, J. C.
Enclosed in the appointment is a letter
written by President Pierce, recommend-
ing ‘the Hon. James J. Roane for a
government position. The man recom-
mended probably deserved what ‘as sald

of 'his abilities, for he was a member of | able
‘a fine old hlwmm family, and was quite

famous in- his day.

Among the most interesting Pierce sou-
venirs ‘is the postcard which is simply
gsighed: -Erank: & Pierce, " N. /| H., written
when the future president was a repre-
sentative from New Hampshire. It is

aandniﬁh{id in with several others signed

by t]m same distinguished statesman.
A tiny little . note, which

t of Gen- |

which |

of the |
kind |
of ' which |
2 ' ture on
Straus. |

vhich | : ioni
y bl | appointment commissioning Lloyd Beall

' to the

|
|

Dobbili.-l

1

creases and
 Mission

. dark brown 'stains on the

copy of the Ammnesty Oath,

defend the Constitution

tinder
by
proclamations which have been made dur-
ing
to the emancipation of slaves.

April 6,

Browne,
tinguished men and induced them to affix
their names to the paper.

is sigged by
the d&kception of .

ONnece ac¢con- : Wade,

/4‘7 7S

- of Pennsylvania ;
- of

+ letter of April 21.

Charles Sumner, of Massachusetts | Re
erdy Johnson, of Maryland:; John Sher-
man, of Ohio, who was later secretary of

' the Treasury; W. P. Fesseden, of Maine ;
- James A. Bayard, of Delaware;

Roscoe
Conkling, of New York; Simon Cameron,
Thomas A. Hendricks,
Indiana, later vice president, and
Henry Wilson,

On May 1, 1871, Ulysses W.

dited the following letter to Prof.

Grant in-
E. M.

| Gallaudet, then president of the National
| Deaf Mute College in Washington :

Sir; I am in receipt of your
I believe the institu-
tion for the bhenefit of the deaf and dumb
is doing and will do great good to those
unfortfunate persons throughout our coun-
try.

“1 regret that Congress did not appro-

{ priate .the amount of money necessary to

“Dear

_place the institute on a permanent basis,

dent, forms the f{:llmtmn

reads thus:
“My Dear Misg Rucker:

part of

I send vou my

likeness, although it is not believed that;

Mr. Hendrick has been happy in itS ex-

ecution. It will serve, however, to re-

' mind you of one who will ever remember,
Miss Rucker with devoted friendship and)

sincere respect. Yours truly,

JAMES BUCHANAN. |

Washington, September 7, 1847.

One may see Abraham Lincoln’s signa-
several documents/ which Mr.
Straus has found, among them being an

[Tnion
the

the
bears

rank of general in
Army. The document also
names of Simon Cameron and
Thomas, who

vville.
who defended Guiteau in the trial, which |

Lorenzo |
was then himself a gen-|

Union Army. The deep
stailns noted on the
are due to the fact "that 1t
carried about by the General in his
Whether he was

eral 1in the

was
pocket during the war.

ever actually wounded himself or not is|

it is that the
paper were

not known, but certain

com- |

made by the blood of some human being.
With the commission in the folder is a
which reads
thus :
“T do solemhly swear
presence. of God, that |

or affirm, in the
will henceforth
of the
and the Union of States there-
and that. T wli§l in like manner abide
all laws and

States
and faithfully support
existing rebellion with reference

S0 help
by

the

me God.” The oath is signed

Ziug.

Johnson, the mext president in order,

signed an appointment of a lieutenant in
the United States Navy on February 18,

1869, and the appointment may be studiged
in the collection. The paper was also

retary of the Treasury under Johnson.
With the commission are two tickets
which were designed to admit their bear-

ors to the impeachment proceedings of the

same president. They bear the date of
1868, and were formerly the

property of George T. Brown, who was

sergeant-at-arms during the famous trial.

Johnson’s Impeachment.

There are not many papers in the entire
collection of more value than the large
vellum sheet which bears the signatures
of 53 of the senators who were present
at the Fortieth Congress when

document was secured by Mr.
who went to each of the dis:

The document
the entire Congress, with
Howard, of Michigan,
nhn}ﬁﬂa absent on that particular day.
Herve are a few of the famous names
taken at random which may be read on
tnr interesting- document: Benjamin F.

hv

United !

J. I—I.Jt

Johnson |
was on trial for impeachment. The valu-

of Ohio, president pro tem of the

“Yourg respectfully,
“U. 8. GRANT.”
There are a number of documents of

various kinds which were signed. by
tutherford/ B. Haves, but those which

follow them are of far greater interest |

to the majority of the public. Garfield’s
| name is affixed to a lefter of introduction
written for a young man, and there are

. September.

| of President Taft.

| particularly

| ur'es.
question,

keep the administration right.

Besides,
Theodore is half g Democrat, and will
The tail
will wag the dog. I have been at Paris
non-Exposition. There may be one in
Sincerely, /

“R. B. ROOSEVHELT.”

Ag events show, this prophecy was
fulfilled.

Mr. Straus has also several autographs
On the walls of' his
room hang beautiful autographed photo-
graphs of the present President and
Roosevelt and Taft, with all of whom
Mr. Straus has corresponded.

We have only glanced through  that
part ‘of the wonderful collection devoted
to the various presidents.
Let us glance at a few of the other treas-
To name them all is out of thﬁ-
for there are over 2,000 specl-
mens in the collection.

Among the many letters is
to Senator Vickers, of Maryland,
einor Bradford.

one written
by Gov-

Lei)E)

“On Thursday last,”” it reads, ‘2z
Oct., Mr. ]{mowlv Johnson and my-
self were with the president (Lincoln)
in reference chiefly to other matters,
and Jobhnson said to him that an ap-
prehension existed with some of our
citizens that the military would Dbe
allowed to interfere with the election.
The Piesident apparently hooted the
idea, said that no such purpose was
entertained, nor had he received any
intimation of any desire to that ef-
fect,” With this assurance from the
President it would hardly be neces-
sary or proper for me to interpose
any remonstrance against the use of
force as 1 certainly should not hesi-
tate to do, did reasonhable ﬂlDllIldH ex-
ist for such an am}mheu%mn

The great, sprawling signature of John
Hancock, so prmm\em on the Declara-
tion of Independence, is in the possession

& :Of Mr, Straus on a captain’'s avpointment

militia of
= chusetts,

in the Third Regiment of t
the commonwealth of A
dated July 16, 1792.

Washington on the War.

What is undoubtedly one of the most
interesting and valuable of all the papers
in the ecollection is a letter to the Com-
mittee for Co-operation of the Continental
Congress, which was in session in Phila-
delphia from 1778 to 1783, to which is™
appended -the signature of none other a
personage than Gen. George Washington.

| It ig as follows:

e ﬁﬂﬁl'*ﬂwul ]

several others similar to it, written by :

the ill-fated president.: Along with these
letters is to be seen a card on one side
of which appears the name Charles
Guiteau, the man who assassinated Gar-
field in the station in Washington, and
on the other side is written George Sco-
Scoville was the Chicago lawyer

was necessary, previous to his execution.
The signature of Guiteau reveals the

' fact that he was not by any means an |

uneducated man. It appears to have
been written by a man of intellect and
character and nothing about it is indic-
ative, of the distorted brain which so
tragically led astray the man. As the
reader will doubtless recall, Guiteau shot
Garfield on account of his hatred of him,
which began when the President refused
to appoint him to the position of Ameri-
can consul at Marseilles. Excited par-

' tially by this failure, and partially by

was being
and Roscoe

the political conflict which
waged between | Garfield

Conkling, he shot the President down on |

0

July 2, 188l.

One may study the signature of Presi-
dent Arthur to be found on certain let-
ters directing the secretary of state to
append_ the great seal of the United
States to envelopes containing letters to
Hw» Imperial and Royal Majesty, Hrancis
Joseph, Hmperor of Austria, King of
Bohemia, ete., appointing Alfonso Taft,
father of the President who has just
ceased to direct the ship of state, . H.
and M. P. of the United -States.

A warrant, in which Bayless W. Hanna
is authorized to sign the treaty of extra-
dition with the Argentine Republie, and
dated 1886, shows the mgﬂaturp of Grover
(‘leveland.

Autographed Photographs. .

A series of documents directing the

stered by Hugh McCulloh: Mho was sec: Secretary of State to affix seals en war-

rants, one of which calis for .a constitu-
tional pardon of William 8. Parks, who
was suspected of being a spy. are signed
by Benjamin Harrison, Another very in-
teresting document is an appointment of
a notary, which is also signed by Benja-
min Harrison, and countersigned by
W. H. H. Miller, attorney general. Sev-
eral autograph letters of the martyred
president, William McKinley, constitute
an interesting part of the collection.

Mr. Straus also has a letter from ex-
President Theodore Roosevelt thanking
him for a copy of a letter
possesses, written by an uncle of the ex;
President, Mr. Robert B. Roosevelt, at
that time a member of The Hague. The
letter was written to Mr. Hallock, then
editor of g Washington newspaper. It
reads as follows:

“My. Dear Mr. Hallock—1 am glad to
hear from you and that you are still
fishing and shooting. I had been a Demo-
crat until last year. The wild extrava-
cance of Bryan and his anpulew asso-
H‘*lli[“: forge me to M(;hm}.ey

esting

which he|ival.

]

L

Headquarters, TUIV 13, 1780.
Gentlemen—

We'' have received  intelligence §
through different channels from New
York, that the Gaudeloupe had ar-
Tived there on Sunday morning, and
brought an account that she had fallen
in with a large KFrench fleet, con-
sisting of several sail of the line, and
a nunﬂ}vr of transports, between the
Capes of Virginia and Délaware. This
intelligence has every appearance of
authenticity ; and if true: the arrival

- 0f the Ileet on the Coast, may in-
stantly be looked for. This indeed must
be the case, at any rate, from the
time they are said to ]IELFF‘ sailed. It
cannot be too much lamented that our
preparations are still so greatly be-
hind hand. Not a thousand men that

- I have heard of, have yet joined the
army, and in all probability the period
for commencing our operations is at
hand. 1 am bhappy to learn that a
spirit of animation has diffused itself
throughout the states, from which we
may expect the happiest consequences.
But the exigency is so pressing that
we ought to multiplvy our ecfforts to
give new activity and despatch to our
meagures—Ilevying and forwarding the
men, providing the supplies of every
sort required; forage and transporta-
tion demand particular attention.

After what has been preconcerted
with the Honorable The Congress after
two months previous notice ﬂf the in-
tended $uccour, if our allies find us
unprepared, and are obliged to wait
several weeks in a state of inactfon,
it is easy to conceive how unfavorable
the impressgion it will make of our
conduct. Besideg this, the season is
axgeedingly advanced—a decisive en-
Sterprise, if our means are equal to if,
will not permit us to lose a moment
of the time left for military opera-
tions, which if improved with all
the vigor in our power is less than
were to be wished for an undertaking
of 8o arduous and important a na-
ture-—So much is at stake—so much
to be hoped—so much to be lost—
that we shall be inexcusable if we do
not employ all our zeal and all our
exertions.

With the highest respect and es-
teem

I have the honour. to be Gentle-
men, yvour most obediest and honour-
able servant——

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

This intensely interesting letter was
apparently written by David Humphreys,
one of Washington’s aids, at the dictation
of his superior officer. -

In looking through the collection one
must not misg the letter written Jualy 20,
1787. by Dyre Kearney, delegate to the
Continental Congress from Delaware, in
which he says, among many other inter-
things:

‘I did not arrive here until the 1{)th'
inst, Congress again |assembled on fhe
Fourth of Julv—and by the arrival of
Pennsylvania and Delaware since, ‘we are
now inecreased to nine states—’’, We
have indeed grown and waxed strong
since that ea rly day!

Hussey’s Reaper.

That O. Hussey, who lived
more and not Cyrus Hall McCormicek,
was the inventor of the reaper, seems to
be proven by an advertisement of a reap-
ing machine which bears a date earlier
than the date’generally ascribed to the
appearance of the latter’s machine. Both
men made their ideas public in 1832, but
Hussey was a few months ahead of his
The advertisement which Mr.
Straus owns presents an excellent cut of
the invention on one side, while on the
other is a letter written by Hussey de-

scribing one of his inventiongs—a corn

sheller. :
1t is a temptation to run on and on and:

Scores of the fascinating documents,
newspaper clippings, letters and similar
obiects, all of them connected in Ssome
way with a famous man or woman, are
filed awayv in the collection, but an arti-
¢le must end somewhere, and no doubt@

in Balti-

v can 20 this is the best place to leave the treas-

Senate ; George Vlﬁkle, of Maryland ; \thtrzie l’"il“vli;’y 1}01&’* Iﬂr Bryan 15' just ﬂSiures for the present at least.
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