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WEST AFRICA.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
WILSON,

It affords us much pleasure to lay before
the readers of the journal, Mr. Wilson’s ac-
count of his visits into the interior of the
country. Every new development of the

character of Africa renders it an object of

increasing interest. We think no intelligent
mind will regret the time spent in reading Mr.
Wi lson's journal, for which we are indebted
to the Missionary Herald.

MR. WILSON'S VISIT TO THE INTERIOR OF
THE COUNTRY.

Country, Produclions, and Towns on the
Cuavally river.

June 6th, 1836. This morning, at eight
o'clock, we left home, our company consisting
of four native men, two Im_n.-sz, and one Ameri-
can, and myself. The day was favourable for
walking, although cloudy. Our course lay
east of north-east. After crossing the little
river which runs into the sea near the cape.
about two miles from its mouth, we passed
over a rolling hilly country for several miles,
and entered the rice-ficlds of the native people
of Cape Palmas. In passing through these,
we were not a little surprised both at the ex-
tent of cultivation and the quality of the rice.
Portions of the rice through which our path
lay had attained its full growth, and was quite
as good as any that I had ever seen in the rice
country of South Carolina or Georgia, After
we left these, we commenced what may be
regarded as a complete specimen of African
travelling. Our road was a mere foot-path,
ordinarily not more than ten or twelve inches
wide, and go entirely covered over by grass
and shrubs, most of the way, as not to be
traced, except by those who have frequently
travelled it.

About one o'clock we reached the first na-
tive settlement, and were received with the
usual welcome of an African community.
The village occupies a handsome site, and 1s
surrounded by a double wall. It has no king
of i1ts own, but is subject to a larger town in
the neighbourhood. Its population we sup-
posed to be about three or four hundred, The
head-man invited us to his house, and offered
us some palm-wine, with a request to spend
the alternoon and night with him. We de-
clined to stay, and alter resting a half hour,
and allowing his people to gratify their curio-
sity by gazing upon ug, we resumed our jour-
ney, accompanied a long way from the town
by a noisy crowd of children.

Our journey, during the remainder of the
afternoon, lay entirely throngh rice fields.
The country was open and high, and we were
strongly reminded of certain sections of our
native land, At about four o'clock, we arrived
at a beantiful town by the name of’ Grambah-
da, where we staid the first night. In many
respects 1t excels every other town in this
part of the country for beauty and for the
cleanliness and openness of its streets. It 1s
situated on rising ground, and is surrounded
by a high spiked wall, The outskirts are
overgrown with beautful groves ol hime and
sour orange trees; and as they were laden
with ripe fiuit, their beauty inay be more ea-
sily imagined than described. As we ap-
proached the gate of the town, which 18 no-
thing more than a hole three feet high, and
wide enough to admit a full grown man, we
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it might be killed and prepared for our break-
fast at an early hour, which was accordingly
done, and we retired to our house for rest,

In general, the interior of the houses of the
natives affords a more comfortable abode than
is indicated by the exterior. \When you con-
template one of these houses from without,
you are reminded of a small pyramid resting
upon a base not sufficiently large for it. Dut
when you enter its low doors, you are sur-
prised that you can stand erect in any part,
and would compare your situation to the inte-
rior of a hollow pyramid. The hollow, how-
ever, is not continued up to the apex. A
house constructed on this scale would be liable
to be overturned by every breath of wind.
There stand four posts in the centre, support-
ing a circular scaffold, upon which the roof is
suspended and held to its place, resembling, in
some measure, a pointed cap which covers a
man's ears and eyes. The walls of the base
or body of the house are plastered around
with a mortar made of clay and cow-dung.
The other parts present the appearance of
glossy black, caused by the smoke of the fires
made on the floor. T'he loft 1s a depot for
rice and other articles of food, [t is ascended
by a ladder, which has a joint in the middle,
and when not wanted, can be lashed up out of
the way., Over head you will almost always
sce a large number of bundles of rice, well
smoked, but not injured. T'here are also
frames or swings suspended from the loft, in
which the women pile up their fire-wood very
earefully. It isa point of great ambition with
them to stow it away most neatly, and exhibi
the largest quantity. ‘T'hey also show their
attachment to their husbands by tue order and
neatness in which their respective houses are
kept. But the point of ambition with the men
18 to make the greatest possible display of
their crockery ware. And for this purpose,
all the mugs, bowls, wash-basins, plates, ete,
are suspended around the lower part of the
wall in horizontal lines; above these a large
number of wooden bowls, of various sizes and
¢shapes, are arranged in a similar manner.
The floors are of ¢clay—nard, smooth, and dry.
Their oniy bedding is a thin mat, and a block
of wood tor a pillow. And these are all they
have to offer a stranger. In the early part of
the evening, these houses are close and warm,
but towards morning they prove a very plea
sant shelter against the cold and chilly dews.

We supposed the population to be about ten
or twelve hundred. The people do not differ
very materially from our neighbours on the
beach, except that they wear long beards,
less cloth, and perhaps have less cunning and
duplicity. In the morning they brought a
deranged man, in stocks, to know if we could
do any thing for him. And I may make the
remark, that derangement of mind among
these people is not uncommon.

Their language difers a little from that
spoken around us, but can be easily understood
by our native boys. The place externally in-
dicates health, and may be an eligible situa-
tion for a christian school, when we are reudy
to establish them. In the morning we huad an
early breakfast, and after I had made our host
a ‘dash’ of a few cotton handkerchiefs, a razor,
and some beads, we took our leave and pro-
ceeded on our way.

Tth. Our course to-day lay pretty nearly in
the same direction as yesterday.,  IFor several
miles our path lay through fields ot rich and
verdant rice. After we left these, however,
it became worse and more difficult than any
part of our journey the day before,

Neh's Town— Scenery and villuges adjacent—

Return down the Cavally.

Baltimore, June, 1%37.

passed a company of youngsters, quietly en-
gaged at tueir games and simple musie.  As
goon, however, as we entered the enclosure,
one yell started hundreds of other voices, and
brought around us the whole town’s people, so
thronging our way as to make it diflicult for
us to reach the chief’s residence.

After winding about a while, we were seat-
ed under a shady tree in front of his majesty’s
houses, to wait his appearance. Here we
were walled around by a solid body of human
beings, excluding all fresh air, and almost
deafening us with their unrestrained and loud
clamours. After waiting fifteen or twenty
minutes, a man (their king has recently died)
made his appearance, with a fowl in his hand,
and apparently not a little embarrassed. He
knew not whether to shake hands or give the
fowl first, I relieved his embarrsssment,
however, by putting my hand upon the chick-
en, and requesting him to prepare it for our
supper. After hearing the object of our ex-
cursion, and signifying his approbation, he ap-
pointed us a house to lodge in, and left us, for
a while, to the intense gaze of his people.
From this, however, we were anxious enough
to be freed. I begged the people to go away
a while at least, that we might have a little
fresh air and quiet. To this they strenuously
objected, saying, in the language of my inter-
preter, that they were not willing for that pa-
laver, as | would go away early the next day,
and they would not have another opportunity
to see me. It was in vain that we entreated,
and we had quietly to submit. Had we re-
sorted to our house, they would have followed
us, aad made that an intolerable retreat, A
little before night, the head-man sent for me
and ‘dashed’ me a sheep that he held between
his legs, 1 thanked him, and requested that

About eleven o'clock we reached a small
village, subject to the town where we staid
last night, It consists of twenty houses, and
probubly about one hundred inhabitants. We
stopped only a few minutes to rest, and pro-
ceeded for an hour or two throurh a wooded
country, remarkable for nothing except for its
numerous lofty palms,  About one o'clock we
reached the first settlement pertaining to King
Neh's domains.  ‘T'he remainder of our way
to Denah (th'ﬁ Town) lu}r t‘fmirrly tllruugh
rice farms, [or a mile or two we made a
aoradual ascent, when the country became
Lilly and exceedingly beautiful, Indeed, |
have seldom seen any section of country more
beautiful.  On reaching the summit of some

high hill, we were often constrained to halt |

for a time and survey the beauty and grandeur
of the surrounding scenery. Its enchantment
was heightened, doubtless, by the richness
and verdure of the rice which crowned the
numberless hills around us, and we could
scarcely realize that we were in the country
of an wneivilized people. At two o'clock we
reached the beautitul town of Denah; and |
may say that my anticipations, from the de-
seription which Dr. Hall had given of 1t, were
fully reahized,

Neh was not at home when we arrived, but
returned soon after. His head wite, however,
threw open her house, and received us very
cordially, Here again we were thronged
almost to suffocation; but our royal hostess,
in this case, had authority sufficient to clear
the house and afford us a httle quiet, We
were also furnished with warm water to bathe
our feet, which proved very serviceable and
refreshing. The king gave us his best house
for our quarters, and if I may judge from the
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quantity of clina which ornamented it, he
may be regarded in this section of the country
as an opulent chief. His chief woman, to
whom allusion has already been made, de
serves more particular notice, In dignity of
manners, energy, and stability of character, |
think she excels any native female I have be-
fore met in Africa.  Ordinarily a transient
visitor would supposge that wowmen had no con-
cern in domestic matters; but in this case our
hostess showed, without appearing officious
or giving offence to any one, herself to be sole
mistress of her house, and at the same time
discavered all the respect for her husband that
could be desired. Indeed, the kindly feeling
and conjugal attachment which bound this
pair together contrasted so strongly with what
we are accustomed to see n this country, as
to move our feelings, and make us think that
we were treading the precinets of civilization
and humanity,

8th. We rose early this morning, after hav.
ing enjoyed a comfortable and refreshing
night’s rest, ‘I'he town was enveloped in a
dense foe, and the air was cold and chilly,
Neh had assembled all his chief men, and sent
for me to make in their presence a ‘royal dash.’
| saw a bullock and a goat standing near the
king, and knew that they were intended as o
present, | took my seat, and a dead silence
ensucd for several minutes, the ehief havine
his eyes fixed on the ground. After a while
he yaised his head and told my head-man that
the calt’ and goat were for me, to do with
them as I pleased. 1 thought this the time to
muake my present, and requested the King to
kecp his seat till 1 could get it ready. My
present consisted of four yards of red flannel,
tfour cotton handkerchiefs, a few beads. look
ing-olass, razor, and knife. ‘The articles
were carefully serutinized by the king as they
were handed out and accepted. We then
struck hands, and the grand palaver was sel
between king Neh and his missionary guest.

The people, however, were surprised and |

exceedingly dizappointed, that we brought no
tobacco; and the king himsell told iy head-
man to tell me privately, that I must bring
tobacco the next time I came. "T'he fondness
of Africans for this article 1s beyond all mea-
sure excessive. 'T'hey apoply it mostly to their
nasal organs, occasionally smoke, hut never
chew. As soon as you enter a town. you will
see hundreds of women and cluldren twitching
their nozes, and thereby begging for tobacco.
It it were proper to use thus article in our
dealings with the natives, the expenses ol a
missionary establishment might be lessened at
least by one half,

I conversed with the king about establishing
a school in his town, to which he assented,
and said he would afford every facility and
convenience in his power to forward it; but
at the same time I had reason to suspect that
he was much more desirous of having a
trading establishment. At one time, | at-
tempted to fasten his attention and that of
many others upon the clains of God. DBut
when my own feelings were deeply engaged,
and I began to hope that theirs were also, he
abruptly ehanged the conversation, by making
somme inquiry about a trading establishment
that Dr. Hull proposed some months pre-
vionsly.

In the eool of the morning, Mr. Woods and
myself visited two other towns belonging to
Ne, neither more than halt a mile trom his
own residence. We estimated the lr.ulani.i*iuu
of these three settlements to be ubout two
thousand souls. On our return we were agan
‘dashed” with two sheep, one of which we or-
dered to be killed and prepared for our break-
fast, T'he other, with the King's presents,
were to be sent home by the roule we had
come. It 18 always expected by the donors
of such articles, that they are to be ‘dashed’
back again a full equivalent; and how much
it differs from bartering, you may determine
for yoursell.

| made particular inquiry about a report,
which we frequently hear, of there beng
man-eaters not far from this place; and I am
induced to believe that it 1s true. Several
men here, of whom 1 made inquiry, have un-
hesitatingly attested the fact, and a man who
had just returned from that section to Denal,
declared, without knowing that 1 had been
inguiring on the z«uhjuut, that he had lett the
people in a town that morning, 1in consuitation
whether they should eat a eriminal under ar-
rest or pot. It is said that they eat none but
criuninals and captives of war, Dut every
feeling heart will regard this as a melancholy
attainment in the annals of’ cruelty and inhu-
manity., Oh! how degraded and ruined man-
kind are, without the gospel of Jesus Christ !
On the other hand, how cheerng the thought,
that this gospel has eflicacy to raise mankind
rom the lowest depths of ruin to glory and
inmortality!  Pray that it may have [ree
course in this unhappy land,

About twelve o'clock we commenced our
voyage down the river, and made rapid pro-
oress, as the current was very strong,  Lhe
settlements are numerous, but none very con-
siderable in size. We stopped only at one
town, and that was near the *Grand Devil
oracle.! [ did not visit it, however, tor seve-
ral reasons. T'hat this oracle exerts a directly
ijurious infliaence upon the people around, no
ope will doubt who Las visited oue ot ther
settlements., The town which we visited 1s
the image of poverty and wretchedness, and
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would be ealled an unguestionable domain of
their guardian #pirit.  Qur native men jocose-
I}' rr‘In.n'Iil-tL thut these ]:{!:Jplu were pruverbi-
ally called the ‘hungry people,’ because they
would not cultivate their rice as other people
did, but were all the while ‘erying’ to the
devil to help them, and depending upon the
offerings of pilgrims for their support. I could
not pass along their settlements without a
fecling conviction that they were entirely in
the power at the Evil One, in deed as well as
in name. Oh may the grace of God speedily
change their hearts and illumine their dark-
ness,

We were hailed by the settlers of every
village we passed, and at several places
strongly urged to stop and drink palin wine;
but we were anxious to reach the town of
Cavally before night.  As we approached the
mouth of the river, I was much reminded of
my native Carolina, On both sides of the
river, there were large ficlds of beautiful rice,
some unsurpassed, rather unequalled by any
that I ever before saw. About sunset we
landed at Cavally, and were heartily wel-
comed by my Inend king Baphro.

We reached home on the next day, after a
fatiguing walk on the beach of twenty miles,
in good health and spirits.

Lo our tour we performed a circuit of ninety
or one hundred miles, passed eighteen native
settlements, and were absent four days.—
Neh's town we supposed to be thirty-five
miles from Cape Palmas,

JOURNAL OF MR. WILSON ON AN EXCURSION
FROM CAPE PALMAS TO BOLOBO,

T'he excursion of which an account is given
below, was performed in the latter part of
October, 1036,

Teddal's Visit to Cape Pualmas—Karvah's
Country.

A short time since Teddah, king of the
Bolobo conuntry, visited Cape Palmas, to see
and to shake hands with the American people.
Neither he nor any one ol his suite had ever
seen the face of a white man, nor had they
ever seen a specimen of the architecture of
civilized nations, The feelings of Interest
and curiosity, therefore, with which they must
have approached this settlement can be more
easily imagined than described. In this case,
as in all similar ones, 1 thought 1t expedient
to interest the king and his people in our mis-
sion; and accordingly took what I knew would
be the most favorable meaus of effeeting it, by
making him a present, and accompanying it
with a promise that I would, as soon as health
and other circumstances permitted, visit him
in his own country. He received the present
with undisguised pleasure, and appeared sur-
prised and equally as much pleased at the
progpect of having a white man visit his coun-
try.  T'he gratitude he manitested was very
different from any thing I had ever seen among
the beach people. For, whatever obligation
you may impose upon one of the men, he will
seldom acknowledee it, lest he should be held
responsible for its discharge; and should you
make him a present, he will earefully conceal

any oratitude he may feel u'i[h the hwpc ()f'

extracting something more. DBut this sunple-
hearted man had imbibed no such logie, and
he did not leave my house until he had obtain-
ed repeated promises that [ would visit Bolobo.

| leit home on the tu'wnl}'-ﬂl"th Instant to
tulil my engagement. My company consists
ed ol “r-]iln., = inh-r;n‘f-li*r. two native e,
and two boys to carry my baggage, Bolobo
18 a section of country l}'lng cast of north
I-I'HHI (::iiu! l'ii]ln:l:-:.
Teddab, and the chief settlement, 1s distant

Kay, the residence of

about thirty miles from the Cape. It embras
ces an extent of country about forty-five miles
in eircumterence, and a population probably of
about 2,500 or 3.000 souls. Between Bolobo
and Cape Palmas there is a people known by
the name ol IKarvahs, speaking the same dia=
leet with those o Bolobo, but under a sepa-
rate government, and much more numerous,
The first five miles of our journey lay along
the same road 1 travelled last June, on my
way to Denaliy alter which our path (for 1t
deserves no other name) led us nearly in a
northerly direction. About eight miles from
the Cape we erossed the territorial line of the
colony and entered the country of Karvah.
The country which in June presented so rich
and verdant a harvest of rice is now over-run
with grass and weeds, and In a few months
more every vestige of former culture will be
entirely obliterated, so rapid is the growth of
vegetatinn,  ‘I'he soil in the southern section
of Karvah's territories is decidedly the best I
have vet seen in this part of’ Africa; and 1t 18
likewise well tinbered—a circumstance, how-
ever. which is rather to be attributed to the
economv of nature, than to the policy of the
mh:ﬁn!:{nlﬁ; for had the trees not been enor-
mously large, and too formidable for their little
axes, they would long since have mouldered
i the dust.  The people seldom cultivate the
same pnr[inn of land two successive yeuars,
owing to the rapid growth of weeds and grass
where the large tunber has been felled, and
also to the mmperfeet manufacture of their
u_n_{m'ulfurul l!ll]llt'lllt.‘lﬂﬁ.

Villages of Giddoedo, Boobly, and Saurekah.

About ten o o'clock in the merning, we
reached a swall dirty village of the name of
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