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is neither tabe expected or desired, the
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it be so modified us 10 ‘coffect abuses and of.
viate injustice. _ o
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zan confliets thature incidentto free instity.
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make this great question, which unhappi
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PO agency of ‘the Federal Govern- | trus p agminst the dec2y & the comm
ﬂ‘?‘ ¥ iz g‘,ﬁf . ?l T t*fli Lvmnhdﬁey 88 of pf
“ft is, moreover, within ‘the plge of | G fen r fellow citizens, too, whe
such as are at all conversant with public af- |in proportion to their love of liberty, keep
fairs, that schemes of internal improvement | steady eye upon the means of sustainig it,
have, from time to time, been pro which | not require to be reminded of the duty t
from their extent and seeming magnificence, | owe to themselves to remedy all essen

ipror et nth. onacesint of pas-|

g pstances, may bé more Sdvanta-
g&l‘]ﬂand e t’nadr in'ﬁgsuh
than in others, is doubtless true, but that they
are of a character which should preventan e-
quitable distribution of the funds amongst the
several States, is not to be conceded. The
wamnt -of -this equitable distribution canvot fail
to prove a prolific source of irntation amongst
the States. ‘ . |

Wehave it constantly before our eyes, that
proféessions of superior zealin the cause gf in-
&";:' improvments, and a disposilion toay-
ish the public funds upon the objects of that
character are daily and earnestly put forth by

spirants to power, as constituting the highest

&im to the confidenée of the péople. "'Would

it be strange, under such circumstances, and
in times of great excitement, that grants of this
diseriptino should find their motivesin objects
which may not accord with the public good?
Those ‘H‘o have not had occasion {o see and
regret, the indication of a sinister influence in

these matters - in past (ime, have been more

fortunate than fin their observation. of

the course of public affairs. If to those evils

be added the combinations and II:EI'] conten-

tions to which such a course of things gives

rise, with their baleful influcnces upon the le-

gislation of Congress touching the leading and

appropriate duties of the Federal Government,

it was doing justice to the character of our

\‘mph fo expect the severe condemnation of
t which the receat exhibition of pub-

ginally belonged to the several States. The
right to adjust those duties with.a view to the
encouragement of domestic branches of indus-
try is so completely incidental to that power,
that it is difficult to, suppose the existence of
the one without the ~The States bave
delegated their whole authority over imports
to the General Government, without hmitatien

seven hundred and forty-two thousand three
hundred and eleven dollars; and the payment
on aceount of public debt for the same period
will have been eleven millions three hundred
and fifty-four thousand six hundred and thirty
dollars; leaving a balance in the treasury, on
the first of Janua

Tic séntiment has evinced. 5%

"“Nothing short of radical change in the ac-

‘tion of the Government upon the subject, can,

in. my opinion, remedy the evil. If, as it would

be nateral to expect, thc States which have
been least favoured in past appropriations
should insist en being redressed in those here-
~_after to be made, at the expense of the States
which have 50 inrgeiy disproportiunm:f

rmelpated, we have, as matters now stand,
ut little security that the attempt would do

- more than change the inequality [rom one quar-
ter to another.

" “Thus viewing the subject, [ have heretofore
felt it my duty to recommend the adoptioe of
some plan for the distribution of the surplus
funds which may at any time remain in the
treasury after the national debt shall have been
paid, among the States, in proportion to the
number of their ntatives, to be applied
by them to abjects of internal improvement.

Al this plan has met with favour in
some portions of thes Union, it has also elici-
ted objections which merit: deliberate consid-

~eration. A brief notice of these objections
heve, will not, therefore, | trust, be regarded
28 out of place. 1 -

‘TMhey rest, as far as they have come to my

‘lnowledge, on the following grounds: 1st, an
objection té the ratio of dustribution: 2d, an

a ension that the existence of such a reg-

ution' would produce improvident and op-
ﬂnlite tatation to raise the funds for distri
tion'; 8d, that the mode proposed would
lend to the construction of works of alocal na.

“ ture, to'the exclusion of such as arec general,

“and as would consequently b2 of a more use-

ful character; and; fust, that it would create a

discreditable and in jurous dependence, on the

' part of the State' Governments, upon the fed-

eral power. -Of those who object to the ratio

of rt%‘r:lenmtiun‘ as the basis of distribution,
some isist that the importations of the res-

“pective States would constitute one that would

= more equifable ; and others again,; that the
extent of their respective territories would fur-

nish a standard which would be more expedi-
ent, and sufficiently equitable.

The ratio of representation presented itself
“'to my mind, and it still does, as one of obvious
equity, because of its heing the ratio of con-

,“"Il

tribulion, whether the funds to be distributed

be derived from the customs or from direct
tuxation. It ddes not follow, however, that its
- adoption is indispensible to the establishment
ot the system proposed. ‘There may be con-
siderations appertaining to the subject which
would render a departure, to some extent,from
the rufe of contribution, proper. Nor is it ab-
solutely’ necessary that the basis of distribu-
tion be confined to one ground. It may,if, in
the judfmnnt of those whose right itis to fix
it, be deemed. politic and just to give it that
charaeter, have regard to several.
~In my first message, I stated it to be my o-
tidon that ‘it is not probable that any ad-
justunent of the tariff upon principlessatisfacto-
~ry to the people of the Union will, until a re-
mote period, W ever, leave the Government
without a considerable surplas in the treasury
beyond what may be required for its current
- service.” I have had no cause to change that
* opinion, but much to confirmit. Should these
expectations be realized, a suitable fund would
thus be produced for the plan under consider-
ation to operate upon ; and if there be no such
fund, its adoption will, in my opinion, work no
injury to any interest, for I cannot assent to
the justnese of the apprehension that the es-
tablishment of the proposed system would tend

. to the encouragement of improvident legisla-
tion of the character su poaetl’ Whatever the

profer anthority, in the egercisé of constitu-
tional power, shall, at any time hereafter, de-
cide to be for the general good, will, in that
as in other res deserve and receive the
acquiescence and support of the whole coun-
try ; and we have ample security that ever
:‘h:a of power in that regard, by the agents

the
tual corrective at their hands. The views
which [ take of the future, founded on' the ob-
vious and incvegsing improvement of all clas-
ses of our féllow citizons, in intelligence, and
in public and private virtue, leave me withoat
much apprehension on that head.

I do not doubt that those who come after us
willbe as much alive as we are to the obliga-
tion upon all the trustees of political power to
1 exempt these for whom thev-aet: from all un-
necessary hurdens ; and as sensible of the
. great troth, that the resources of the nation ,be-
yond those required for the immedidte and rie-
cessary purposes of Government, can no where
be so well deposited as in the pockets of the

It may sometimes happen that the interests
_af particular States would not be deemed to
. vointide with the geucral interest in relation to
improvement within such States. But, if the
dinnger to be apprehended [rom this source is
sutlicient 1o, require l!l a discretion might be
reserved to Congress to direct to such im-

provewment of a general character as the States
concerned Inlc‘l}ﬂlbl disposed to unite in,
¢« apidication of the quotas of those States,
uader the resttiction of confining to each State
Ahe expenditure ol its appropniate quota. [t
muy, however, be sssumed as a sale general
rule, that such improvements as serve to in-
crease the prosperity of the respective States
an which they ure made, by giving new fucili-
Les . to lru‘u. wnd thereby  augmenting the
. sealth and comfort of their inhabitants, con-
slitute the surest mode of eonferring perma-
aent and substantial - advantages -mpen the
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people, will receive a speedy and effec-,

I'he str: ogth, as well as the true rbr -

rest hearts are, under such circumstances, 1a-
ble. . In respect to the last objection, its prob-
able effect upon the dignity and independence
of the Statc Governments, it appears to me
only necessary to state the case as it is, and as
it would be il thp measure proposed were a-
dopted, to show that the operation is most
likely to be the very reverse of that which the
ebjection b p

n the one case, the State would receive its
quota of the national revenue for domestic use,
upon a fixed pringiple, as a matter of right,
and from a fund to the creation of which it
had itself contributed its fair- groportinn.-:—
Surely there could be nothing derogatory in
that. As matters now stand, the States them-
selves, in their sovereign character, are not
unfrequently petititioners at the bar of the Fe-
deral Legislature for such allowances out of
the national treasury, as it may compeort with
their pleasure or sense of duty to bestow up-
on then). It cannot require argument to prove
which of the two courses is most compatible
with the efficicncy or respectability of the
State Governments. -

But all these are matters for discussion and
dispassionate consideration. That the desired
:fcllJustmeqt would be attended with difficulty,

0

rds no reason why it should not be attempt- |

ed, The effective operation of such motives
would have prevented the adoption of the
Ceustitution under which we have so long liv-
ed. and under the benign influence of which
our heloved country has so signally prospered.
The framers of -the sacred instrument had
greater difficulties to overcome, and they did
overcome them. ‘I'he patriotism of the peo-
ple, directed by a deep conviction® of the 1m-
portance of the Union, produced mutual con-
cession and reciprocal forbearance. Sirict
right was me in a. spirit of compromise,
and the result has consecrated their disinter-
ested devotion to the general weal. Unless
the American people have degenerated, the
same result can be again effected, whenever
experience points out the necessity of a resort
to the same means to uphold the fabrie which
their fathers have reared.

It is beyond the power of man to make a
system of government like ours, or any other,
operate with precise equality upon States si-
tuated like those which compose this Confed-
eracy; nor is inequality always injustice. E-
very State cannot expect to shape the mea-
sares of the General Government to suit its
own particular interests. The causes which
prevent it are seated in the mature of things,
and cannot be entirely counteracted by hu-
man means. Mutual forberance, therefore, be-
comes a duty obligatory upon all; and we
may, I am confident, counton a cheerful com-
pliance with this high injunction, on the part
of our constituents. It is not to be supposed
that they will object to make such compara-
tively inconwiderable sacrifices for the preser-
vation of rights' and privileges, which other
less fuvoured portions of the world have in
vain waded through seas of blood to acquire.

Our course is a safe one, il it be but faithful-
ly adherred to. Acquiesence in the eonstitu-
tionally expressed will of the majority, and the
excrcise ol that willin a spirit of moederaiion,
justice, and brotherly kindness, will constitute
a cement which would forever preserve our
.Union. Those who cherish and inculcate
sentiments like these, render a moet ‘essential
service to their country; whilst thosé who seek
to weaken their influence, are, -however con
scientious ‘and praiseworthy their intentions,
in effect its worst enemies.

If the intelligence and jnflucnce of the coun-
try, instead of laboring to [oment sectioaal
prﬁjmhcen.to be made subservient to party
warfare, were in good faith, applied to the era-
dication of cases_of local discontent, by the

improvement oi nur institutions, and by fueil- |

itating their adaptatiop to theycondition of the.
times, this task would prove one of jess difli-
culty. May wa not hope that the obvidus in-
terests of our commmon country, and the dic-
tates ol an ealightened patriotism, will, in the
end, lead the public mind in that direction.
After all, the nature of the subject does not
admit ofa plan wholly free from objection.—
Thatw has for some time been in opera-
tion is, perhaps, the worst that could exist;
and every advance that can be made in its im-

provement is a matter eminently worthy of

your most deliberate ‘attention, Vi

‘It is very possille that one better calculated
to effect the objects in view may yet be devi-
ped. Ifsa,.itis to be hoped that those who
disapproye of the past, anJd dissent from what
is, proposed: for the future,will feel it their duty
to direcf their attention te it..as they must be
sensible that, unless some fixed rule for the ac-
tion of lh_e,l"qdard Goveramont in this respect

is uthb;d the course now attempted to be
arfested will L, agaip resorted fo, Apy mode
which is calculated to givethe greatest degree
of effect and harmony to our legislation upon
the subject—which | best serve to keep
th_e movements of the Federal Government
within the sphere intened by those who model-
I¢d und thasé who adopted it—-which shall lead

to the exfinguishment of the national debt in
the shortest périod, and impose the lightest

hurdens upon our constitucats, shall receive |

[rom me a cordial and firm support.

Among the objects of great national concera
I eannot omit to E:du again upoh your atten.
tion that part of the Cop4titution Which regu-
lates the'election of President and Vice Presi-
dent. The nccessity for its amendmentis made
%0 clear to my mind by the observation of its
they v "ociod onth oot of Conghae
| | on
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single member of the House of Répresenta-

subistitute which appeared to me at the same
time the most likely to correct the evil and fo
meet the views of our constituents. The m

mature reflections since has added stren

to the belief thatthe bestinterests of our coun-
try require the speedy adoption of some plan
calculated to effect this end. A" contingeney
which sometimes places it in the power of a

tives to decide an election of so high and
lemn a character is unjust to the people, a
becomes when it occurs, a source of embap
rassment to the individuals thus brought int
power,and a cause of distrust of the representa-
tive body. Liable as the confederacy is, from
its great extent, to parties founded upon see-
tional interests.and to a corresponding multiph-
cation of candidates for the Presidency, the
tendency of the constitutional reference to the
House of Representatives, is, to devolve the
election upon that body in almost eve
instance, and, whatever choice maythen&
made ameng the candidat® thus presen
to them, to swell the influence nl'[:aricul*,"
interest to a degree inconsistent with the gen-
eral good. ‘The consequences of this feature
of the constitution appear far more threaten-
ing to the peace and intregrity of the Union
than any which T can conceive as likely fo
result from thegimple legislative action of
the Federal Goverament. ¢
It was a leading object with the framers of
the Constitution to keep as seperate as p
sible the action of the Legislative and Exec

| tive branches of the Governme nt.

To secuy
this object, nothing is more essential than i
preserve the former from the temptations
private intcrest, and, therefore, so to direst
the patronage of the latter as not (0 permit
such temptations to be offcred. Experienge
abundantly demnonstrates that every precau-
tiod in this respect is a valuable safeguard of
liberty, and one which my reflections upo
the tendencies of or system incline me tg
think should be made still stronger. It was
for this reason that. in connuxion with an
amendment of the Constitution, removing all
intermediate agency in' the choice of the Pre-
sident, I recommended some restrictions upon
the re-eligibility of that officer, and upon th
tenure of offices generadly. The recason stil
exists; and I renew the recommendation, with
an increased confidence that its adoption will
strengthen those checks by which the Consti-
tution designed to secure the independence of
each department of the Government, and
promote the healthful and equitable adminis-
tiation of all the trusts which it has created.
‘T'he agent most likely to contravene this
design of the Constitution is the Chicl Magis-
trate. In order, particularly, that his appoint-
meht may as far as possible, be placed beyond
the reach of any improper influences; in order
that he may approach the solémn responsibili-
ties of the highest office in the gift of a free peo-.
ple, uncommitted to any other course than
the strict line of constitutional duty; 'and that
the securities for this independence may be
rendered as strong as the nature of power, and
the weakness of its possessor, will admit, |
cannot too earnestly invite your attention to

the prﬂFriety of promoting such an amend- | §

ment of the Constitution as will render him
meligible after one term of service.

It gives me pleasure 1o annoance to Con-
gress that the benevolent policy of the Gov-
ernment, steadily pursued for nearly thirty
years, in relution to the removal of the Indi-
ans beyond the white: settlements,is approach-
ing to a happy consummation. ‘I'wo impor-
tant trihes have accepted the provision made
for their removal at the last session of Con-
gress; and it is believed that their example
will induce the remaining tribes, also, to
seek the same obvious advantages.

The consequences of a spe€dy removal will
be important to the United States, to individ-
ual States, and to the Indians themselve s.—
The pecuniary advantages which it promises
to the Gaverniment are the least of its recom-
méndations. It puts an end to all possible
dani::' of collision between the authorities of
the General and State Governmeuts, on ac-
count of the Indians. It will phce a dense
and civilized population in large tracts of
couniry now occupied by a few savage hun-
ters. By opening the whole territory between
Tennessee on the north, and Lotisiana on
the south, to the settiement of the whites, it will
‘incalculably strepgthen the southwestera fron-
tier, and render’ the adjacent States strong
enough to repel future invasion without re-
motc aid. It will relieve the whole State of
Mississippi, and the western part of Alabamg,
of Indian occup:incy, and enable tho
States te advance rapidly in
and power. It will se t.ptxe
immediate contact with se
free them from the po

| rs;
;Eldullly. under the
Government, and thro
§o0od counsels, to cast off their savage habity,
and become an'interesting, civilized and Chri
tian community, These consequences,
of them so certun, ‘and the rest so probable,
::::l:itll:o Empl-te dmuhol::f the plan sanc
ned by Congress at their last seasion, :
Jectof much solicitude.: - A o
Towards the aborigines of the country mo
one I_n indulge a mc‘n_n ' foeling than
myself, or wo urther in atten
reclaim them frorm their g banil ot
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century—se just to the States, and so

ment owes lgul'.he ‘;:w States, to extingui
2000 &s possible, Indian title

o g pmeragr N A% e
within theig limits.
duties of the
to the States and Indiuns ‘within their limits

of their lands does

been deomed
That they possess, by virtue of their . sower

by one have many powerful tribes diupgear-
eg from the oamth.'y PI?o follow to the tomb the
last of his race, and to tread on the graves of
extinct nations, excites melancholy reflections.
—But true philanthropy reconciles the mind
to these vicissitudes, as it does to the extinc-
tion of one generation to make room for ano-
ther.  In the monuments and fortresses of an

| unknown people, spread over the extensive re-

gions of the West, we behold the memorisls
of a once powerful race, which was exterm)-
nated, or has disappeared; to make room for
the existing savage tribes. Nor is there any

thing in this, which, upon a comprehensive | po

view of the general interests of the human race
is to be regretted. Philanthropy could not
wish to see this continent restored te the con-
dition in which it was found by our forefath-
good man would prefer a country
covered with forests, and ranged by a few thou-
sand savages, to our extensive republic, stud-
ded with cities, towns, and prosperous farms,
embellished with all the improvements which
art can devise, or industry execute; occupred
by more than twelve millions of happy people,
and filled with all the blessings of hberty, civ-
tlization, and religion! | | ;
‘The present policy of the Government is
but a continuation of the same progressive
change, by a milder process. ‘T'he tribes
which occupied the countries now constituting
the Eastern States were annihilated or have
melted-away, to make room for the Whites.—
The waves of population and civilization are
rolling to the Westward, and we now pro-
pose to acquire the countries occupied by the
red men of the South and West, by a fair ex-
change, and, at the expense of the U. 8. to
send them to a land where their existence may
be prolonged, and pcrhan made perpetual.—
Doubtless it will be painlul to leave the graves
of their fathers; but what do they more than
ounr ancesters did, or than our children are
now doing. . T'o 'better their condition in an
unknown land, our forefathers left all that
was dear in early objects. Our children, by
thousands, yearly leave the land of their
birth, to seek new homes in distant regions.—
Does humanity weep at these painful separa-
tions [rom every thing animate or inanimate,
with which tha young haart bhas' become en-

twined? Far from it. It is rather a source of

joy that our country affords scope where our
mng population may range unconstrained in

y orin mind, developing the power and fa-
culties of man'in their highest perfection.—
'These remove hundreds, and almost thou-
sands of miles, at their own éxpense, purchase
the lands they occupy,and support themselves
at their new home from the moment of their
arrival. Can it be cruel in this Government,
when, by events which it cannot control, the
Indian is. made discontented in his ancient
home, to purchase his lands, to give him a
new and extensive territory, to pay the ex-
pense of his removal, and support him a year

i his new abode? How many thousands of

our own people would gladly embrace the op-
portunity of removing to the west on such con-
ditions! I the offers made to the Indians were

‘extended to them, they would be hailed with

ratitude and joy.

And is it supposed that the wandering sav-
age has a stronger attachment to his home,
than the séttled, civilized Christian? Is it
more afllicting to him to leave the graves of
his fathers, 51311 it 1s to our brothers and
children? Rightly considered, the policy of
the General Government towards the red man
is notonly hberal but generous. He is unwil-
ling to submit to the laws of the States, and
mingle with -their population. 'I'o save him
(rom this alternative, or perhaps utter annihi-
lation, the General Government kindly offers
him a new home, and proposes to pay the
whole expense of his removal and settlement.

In the consummation of the policy origina-
ting at an early period, and steadily . pursued
by every administration withia the present
er-
wlgt: -:hﬂ lndimtsh, the Executive fe(:ln‘ it has
& right to expect the co-operation of Congress,
and of all good and disinterested men. gr'f‘ha
States, moreover, have a right to demand it.
It was: substantially a part of the compact
which made thém members of our confedera-
ey. With Georgia, there is an express con-
tract, with the new States, an implied one; of
equalobligation. Why, in authorizing Ohio,
Indiana, lllinois, Missouri, Mississippi, and A-
labama, to form constitutions, and become se-
parate States, did Congress include within

their limits extensive tracts of Indian lands,
and, in some instances,

| Eowerful Indian tribes?
Was it not understood by both parties that
the power of the States was to be co-exten-

sive with their limits, and that, with all conve-
. | nient de:patch, the General
- | should extinguish the Indian title,and remove
every
diction of the State Governments over
soil? Probably not one of those States would

have accepted a rate existence—certainl
it would never h::ﬂ.bum graated s s

—had it been uaderstood that
be confined forever to these

their nominal territo
which had at that time been extinguished.

Government

obstruction to the complete juris-
the

by Congress
they were to
small portions of
ry, the Indian title to

. Jt s, therefore, aduty which the Govern-
) A8

s themselves. haveg included
Whken this u’due, lh_:

General Government in relation

pre at an end:. 'I'he Indians ma
te or not, as they ‘choosé.
i the le.st, their

natalter
the State Government.
Goyernment Lias aver
o give the Sta tes ju-
persons of the lndians.—

leave the
e purchase

relations ‘
o act of the
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‘merits, could never
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bo: touched with the. utmoss
X e i i

e

them, when that pro tection forms

or restriction, saving the very inconsiderable
reservation relating to their i tion laws.—
This authority baving thus entirely passed
from the States, the right to exercise it for the
purpose of protection does not exist in them ;
and, consequently, if it be not possessed by
the General Government, it must be extinct.
Our political system would thus present the
anomally ofa people stripped of the nght to
foster their own industry, and to counteract
the most selfish and destructive policy which
might be tdor;eted by foreign nations 'Fhis
surely cannot the case . this indispensable
weP, thus surrendered by the Htates, must
Le withiu the scope of the authority on the sub-
ject expressly delegated to Congress.

In this contlusion, | am confirmed as well by
the opinions of Presidents Washington, Jeffer-
son.oﬂqdimn, and Monroe, who have each re-
peatedly recommended the exercise of this
right under the Constitution, as by (he uniform
practice of Congress, the continued wcqgules-
cence of the States, and the genersl under-
standing of the people. .

The difficulties of a more expedient adjust-
ment of the present tariff, although great, are
far from being insurmountable. Some are
unwilling to improve any of its parts, because
they would destroy the whoie ; others lear to
touch the objectionable parts, lest those they
approve should be jeopardized. I am pursua-
ded that the advocates of these conflicting
views do injustice to the American people, ang
to their Representatives. The general inte *g
est is the interest of each: and my confidenss
is. entire, that, to ensure the adoption of such
modifications of the tarifl as the general i
est ires, itis only neccssarp fip
terest should be understood. .

It is an infirmity of our natups:
interests and prejudices with e operatien
our reasoning powers, and attributs o4
jects of our likes and dislikes qualities th
not possess, and eflects they cannot produce.
The effocts of the present tariff are doubtless:
overrated, beth in its evils and in ifs advania-
ges. By one class of reasoners, the reduced
price of cotton and other agricullural products
is ascribed wholly to its influence, and by ano-
ther, the reduced price of manufactured arti-

cles. The probahility i Rei inion
.appmchui:be truth, wﬂ'ﬂﬁ:’ﬂm-
ced by that influence of interests and !mjudi-
ces to which | have referred. The deccrease
of prices extends throughout the commercial
world, embraciag not oaly the raw material
and nanufactured article, but provisions
and lands. ‘The cause must, therefore, be
deeper and more pervadiog than the tariff of
the United States. It may, in a measure, be
attributable tp the increased valne of the pre-
cious metals, produced by a diatinution of the
supply, and an increase in the demand; while
commerce has rapidly extended itself, and
population has augmented. ‘The supply of
gold and silver, the general mediam of "ex-
change, has been greatly interrupted b{ civil
convulsions in the countries from which they
are principally drawn. A part of the eflect,
tog, s doubtless owing to an increase of oper-
atives and improvements in machinery. Bat,
on the whole, it is ,questionable whether fhe
reduction in the price of -lands, , and
manufactures, has been greater than the ap-
preciation of the stan of value.

While the chiefl object of duties should be
revenue, they may be so adjusted as te encou-
rage manufactures. In this adjustment,
t:wa:::a I;Et i:h the duty of the government to

g y the general . Objects of na-
tional i nce, dona,mt to t{o protected,
of these,the prpductions of our seil, our mines,
and our workshops, essential to national de-
fence, occupy the first rank. - Whatever other
species of domestic industry having the impor-
tance to which | have referred,may be expect-
ed after teroporay protection, to compete with

foreign labor on equal terms, meritthe same

attention in a subordinate degree.

The l:umt faril’ taxes some of the com-
forts of life unnecessarily high; it undertakes
to protect interests too local and minute, te
Justily a general exaction, and it also at-
tempts to. lorce some kinds of manufactures
for which the couantry is not ripe.—Much relief
will be derived, in some of these respects
(rom the measures of your last session.

‘The best, as well as fairest mode of deter-
mining whether, from any just considerations
& particular interest ought (o receive protec-
tion, would be to submit the question singly,
for deliberation. If after due examination of
its merits, uncoanected with extraneous con-
sideration—such as a desire to sustain a gen-
eral system, or to purchase support for a dif-
ferent interest—it should enlist inits favor a
majority ol the Representatives of the people,
there can be little danger of wrong or injury
in adjusting the tariff, with reference to its
pretective etlect. If this obviously just prin-
ciple were honestly adhered to, the branches
ol industry which descrve protection, would
be saved from the prejudice emcited against

\ rtofla
system by which portions of the mpl ol':q
or couceive ves tabe -%&h
is incalculably more importunt, the vital pon-
cipla of our system—that principle which re-{
quires acquiescence in the will of the
gof; %o which
orities, founded, not on identity of convention
but on.combination of swall minorities,entered
mro of muteal assistance in
measures which, mbt.l.‘nnua_ solely on their own
. _

I am well aware, that this is a subject of so
much delicacy, on. account of theestended |
interests it involves, as to require that it should
caution; and that
hment of the policy 1o which it

dan-

' ymrilmmq;ommt
SRCCessive -dm?im-ﬁpm,

ry, 1831, of four millions
vighit hundred and ‘nineteen thousand seven
hundred and eighty-one dollars.

In connexion with the condition ofeur finan-
ces, it affords me pleasure to remark that ju.
dicious and efficient arrangements have been

made by the Treasury Depurtment for secy-

ring the pecuniary responsibility of the public
ofticers, and the more punctual payment of the
blic ducs. The revenue cutter serviee has
en o ized, and placed on a good fost- -
ing; and, aided Ly an increase of inspectoss
at exposed points, and the regulations adopt-
od under the act of May, 1830, for the inspec-
tion and appraisement of merchandise, lLave
produced much improvement in the execu-
tion of the laws, gnd more security against
the commission of frauds apon the revenue.
Abuses in the allowances for fishing bounties
have also been corrected, and a materi~| sa-
ving in that branch of thé service, thereby
effected. In addition to these improvements,
the system of expenditure for sick seamen be-
longing to the merchant service has been
revised; and, and by being rendered uniform
and economical, the benefits of the fund ap-
plicable to this object have been usefully ex-
tended. | _
. 'The prosgcﬂty of our country is also fur-
ther evinced by the increased revenue arising
from the sale of public lands, as will appear
from the report of the Commissioner of the

i Genegal Land Office, and the documents ac-
‘| companying it, which are here with transmi* .

ted. | geg leave to draw
this report, and to the
carly appropriations for 5y
'peciﬁm. - A \_‘b of

Your attention is again invited to the' ¢

i"ectl connected with that portion of the . .o

ic interests entrusted to the War Departinent.
Some of I.l::; ;:n referred to in m{k former
message, i are presented in detail in
the report of the tary of War, herewith
submitted., I refer you, also to the report of
that offiver for a knowledge of the state of the
Army, fortifications, arsenals, and Indian af-
fairs ; all of which, it will be perceived, have
been guarded with zealous attention and care.
It is worthy of your consideration whether the
armaments necessary for flie fortifications on
our maritime » which are now, orshort-
ly will be, completed, should not be in readi-
ness sooner than cusiomary appropriations will
enable the Department to provide them. This
precaution secems to be due to the general sys-
tem of fortification which has been sanctioned
by Congress, and is recommended by that
maxim of wisdem which tells us in peace to
prepare for war.

I refer you to the rt_of the Secretary of the
Nu'y for a highly satisfactoyy account of the man-
ner in which the conceras oi that Department have
been conducted during the present year. Qur jo-
sition in relation to the most powerful natiq - of ,
the earth, and the present condition of Europe i" |
monish v to sharish this Szm " of ow. metione. =

ence wi lar care. Separated w ,
from all thel:c(}uvgmmﬂuu w Lose pow:r we miga
have reason to dread, we have nothing to apprehend
from attempts at conquest. It is chi attacks

upon our commerce, harrassing inroads upon our

your attentiop ;!

propriety of mu,
the objects wh, o

L]
¥

coast, against which we have to guard. A paval
force adequate to the protection of our éommerce,

expenges, between the suimll of

always t, with an accumulation of the means to
ma it a rapid extension in case of need, furnishes
power by which all such aggresions nﬁnl be prevere

ted or repeiled. The attention of the Government

has, therefore, been recently directed more to pre-
serving the public vesscls already built, and pro-
viding materials to be placed in depot for future use
than to increasing their number. With the aid of
Congr:.:;, in a few years, the Government will be

y in casé of emer to t alloat a
;:{rl:rrful Navy of new lhl;malﬁﬂt upum-u old
enes could be repaired.

The report 6f the Postmaster Gen in like man-
ner, exhibits a satisfactory view of important
branch of the Government under his . In ad-
dition to the benefits already secwced by opera+
tions of the fost-office Department, considerable im-
provements, within the present year, have been
made, by an lmm::‘inin%:?mmmoduﬂn afforded

stage uency and celerity
:% the mail between some ofraa mn,ut important
points of the Union.

Under the late contracts, improv
provided for the southern section of the country,and
at the same time an annual saving made of upwards
of seventy-two thousand dollars. Notwithstanding
the excess of expenditure beyond the current recei
for a few ycars past, necessarily incurred in the ful-
flment o uhtuontn-h, and in the additional

3
meet the demands by the rapid growth and
extension of our | mntrkyd the satisiac-
lory assurance is given, that the future revenue of
the Department will be sufficient to meet its exten-

that
e

fi ﬂ:lmnf
as securfity of the funds of the
efficiency and industry of its

and energy of, the contractors, i an
confidence in its s Justhy

occasion, to the
the

w

liest measures were taken to

visions of the law which
— v authorized the a

believed that,this provision, however useful in itseit,

it is exposed by theactsof ma- |t '

sive ts. “The system recently introduced

mwui%m{ntlh ltl'i':;

» has entirely fulfilled its design. It gives

thpummm-ni-h,uqy::
L.

officers, and the ability

incieased

continued prosperity. -
‘I'he attention of Congress was «?Iul, on a former
of such a modification of
. of Attorr~y General of the United States as
render it more adequate to the wants of the
lic servize. ‘This resulted in the establishment of
e office of Salicitorof the T're ; and the ear-
give ¢ to the pro-
_ tment
and defined his duties. But it is not

caloulated to supersede the necessity of extendin
’ t"‘ml‘ﬁ“enuf thohtmrﬁm ' 1’.0?—
. “On the contrary, [ am conv that the pub-
¢ would bo greatly promoted by giviog
§° ‘of the van-
of the Government, and of all law
i

H to
tion as would en-
at *.tlnn to the




