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rivers of h:thﬂ'm s o

; : |
Eluiﬂ" for. several w:en::gu'lo increase at the | advanced; aud not on the ground, that there 1s
rate of aboutan inch in the day. When at its | the least abutement of confidence in the posi-
height, it undergoes little fluctuation for some | tions then assumed, or in llm‘.glm-:su'e bearing
- days, and afler thi¢ subsidés as slowly as it | which they ought to have againstthe act.

rose. 'I'he usual duration of a flood is from | far otherwise, time and reflection bave but
four to six weeks, although, on some occasions,

it is protracted to two months.

floods and cataclysms enters into the
tions of the geologist. _

Juropean continent afford illustrations of the l
formation of stiata, how much more must the

e crupper - beking ving  us

to | R
in lo;‘\ ' #nd - small
s of the world, the Mississip-
these floods, con-

. ula-
If the streamlets of the

M issusipipi, with its ever-shifting sand banks,

its crumbling shores, its enormous nmsses of | elementary
drift timaber, the source of future beds of coal, | which were t
its extensive and varied alluvial d

ins,

long, likc the flood of eternity!

jon, 10 opca (i Sl wial the last session. _
2‘8-: ung %h.ﬁmﬁsﬁ*m, wish | ment of unlinutedl powers, ong
tly uilierstood, thatl do soexclu- unlitmitell rig it 1o construe and ¢

sively on
}th in

and | shall now proceed to take the plainest and mosi
its mighty mass of waters rolling sullenly a-|common sense view of our political institutions,

4 then entertainel; aml wiltmu_t_mpe;tlhg tlm‘ur-
Every onec knows how largely the idea of | cuments, I now avail inyself in this discussion,
of the positions then established, and stand pre-

DEBATE ON THE REPEAL OF THE |

bill from a deep conviction, that the act which

n "

IiVﬁD;i our political institutions, and fatal to the
liberty and happiness of the country; which I
frust to be able to establish to the satislaction
ofthe Senate should I be so fortunate as to ob-
tain a dispassionate and favorable hearing. - -

FORCE BILL.
In Senate, Wednesday, April 9, 1531
Remarks of Mr. CALHOUN; in the Senu!el
of the United States,on the Bill torepeal the |
Force Act, delivered on the 9th of April,
1834. :
I have, said Mr. Calhoun, introduced this

to repeal is in its {eadency subver-

- ferent from what it now is.

In resting the repeal on this ground, it is not
my intention 1o avail myseif of the objections to

the details ol the act, as repugnant as many of

them are 1o the principles of our GGovernment.
In illustration of the truth of this assertion, |
might select that provision which vests in the
President, in certain cases, of which he is made

- the judge, the entire forve of the country, civil,

mulitary and naval, with the implied power of

plcdﬁ:lg-llu: public taith for whatever expendi-
ture he may chose o incur in its application.—
And io prove hew dangerous it is to vest such
exiraordinary powers in the Executive, |
might avail myself of the experience, which
we have had in the last few months of the as-
piring character of that department of the Go-
vernment, and which%as furnished conclusive

vidence of the danger of vesting in it even a
a very limited discretion. It is not for me to
judge of the propriety of the course, which the
members ol this body may think proper to pur-
sue in refereace to the question under consider-
ation; but 1 must say, that 'l am at a loss to

~ ‘understarul how any one, who ragards as I' do,
- the acts to which I have referred, as palpable

usupartions of power, and as indicating on the
part of the executive a dangerous spirit of ag-
grandisement, can vote against the bill under
consideration, and thereby virtually vole to
contigue in the President, the extraordinary
and dangerous power in question.

But it mnay be said, that the provision of the
act, which confers this power will expiré by its
own limitation at the termination of t{ne resent
segsion. It is true, it will then cease to be law;
but it is no less true, that the precedent, unless
the act be expunged from the statute book, will
live forever, ready, on any pretext of future
danger, to be quoted as an authority to confer
on the Chief Magistrate, similar, or even more
dangerous powers, il more dangerous can be
devised. Ve live in an eventful period, and
among other (hings, we have had, recently,
some 1mpressive lessons on the danger of pre-
cedents. To thein unmediaiely weowe the act
which ‘has caused the present calamitous and
dangerous condition of the country; which has
been defended, almost solely on the ground of
precedents,—precedentsalmost unnoticed at the
time; but, had they not existed, or had they

" been reversed at the time by Congress, the con-

dition of the country wogld this day be far dif-
With this know -
ledge of thees facts, we must see that a bad
precedent is as dangerous as the bad measure

‘Mself; and in some respects more 5o, as it may

|
|

[ ]

| constitutimgy our sysiem, we shall find that

‘colonies from the crown of Great Britain, each

~details aside, ou tle ground, as I have stated,

..tn‘ivo

- pfa Tnnlm of the deepest import.
whic

v assumes such powers for this govern-
ruent, consistent with the nature and charatter
of our political institutions?

~ It is pot my intention in the discussion of this

ive rise 10 acts even worse than itself, as in
e case to which I have alluded. In this view

of the subject to refuse to vote against the re-
al of the act, and therehy ¢onstitute a prece- |

ent to confer similar, or more dangérous pow -

crs llﬂmmr, \\'UUI\I! bc a8 tlungm'uuq as to vote r‘ 'ﬂ'hitfll, 1Lhie States had ACominon i"[ﬂrﬂgt.

for an act to vest permanently i the Prosident
the power in question.

But I pass over this and other objections, 1o
the d-:taiﬂ, not much less formidable—I take a
bigher stand against the act—I1 oliject to the
principle in wlhuch it originated-—putting the

1

prachically ;any distinction belwoen _-h(?—n-
an
e e o
erstas it pleases; wlo does not see {l at to di-
vide power and to mive one of the ‘paries the
exclusive right to deterinine what share: be-
longs 10 him, is 16 anniklate ' the ‘division, ‘rd
to vest the whole in him who possesses the right.
It wonlld bie no less ab:surd than for oné in pri-
vate life to divide his property with anotler
and vest in that other the uLmlule and uncon-
ditional right to determvine the extent of his
share; which would Le in fact to give him fhe
whole—nor could [ think much more l.ighzof
the understanding of Livn w ho docs not percelye
saults: may -be made upon them, come from  that this cxclusive right on the part of this'
w hat quarter they may. ‘Without, then, re- | Government, ni't_lrlurmltun;.l;lhc t:-.xl'ent. of ity
opening the discussion of the kst session, on the | powers, necessarily destroys all distinction 8-
rinciples of our Government,'tween reserved and delecuted powers; and that

Tu:n Lrought into controversy, |

ing to
ground, that ['do not teel myself
repeating arguments so reecently

_.

So|

to confirm me in the impression which 1

pared to vindicate them against whatever as-

it thusstrikds a fatal blow, at that fundamen-
tal distributien of power, which lies at the hot-
e of our svstem. It also, by inevital:le con-
sequence destroys all distimction Letween con-
stitutional and unconstitutional laws, making
the latter to the full, as oblicatory as the.for-
‘mer; of which e had a remarkable exawmple
siruck, on the first view, with the number and  when the act proposed to be repealed, was be-
complexity of the parts—with the division, fore the Senat~. It iswell known, that the
classification, and organization which pervades| power m controversy between this Govern-
every part of ibe system. Itis, in fact, e sys- "ment and the State of Suuth -Carolina, had
tem of gavernment, and these, m turn, area been pronounced to Le uncopstitutional, by
system of departinents—a system in which go- | the legislatures of most of the Souths rn States,
vérnmeut bears the same relation to govern-jand also by many of the mambers of this Lofly;
ment, in reference to the whole, as departments | and yet there were instunces however extraor-
do to departments; in reference to each parti-| dinary it may apuear, of members of the body
cular government. As cach government i€ voting to enlorce an act which they believed to
made up of the legislative, executive, and judi-| Le unconstitutional, and that too at tle hazard
cial departiments, organized into one; so thejofcivil war. .\s strange assuch acourse must
system is made up of this government, and the lappear, it was the natural and’legitimate ¢on-
State governments, in like manner, organized | cequence of the power, which the act dssuifted
intoone systein. 8o, too, as the powers which | for this government; and iliusttates, in the
constitute the respective governments, are di-jstrongest manner imaginable the truth of what
vided and organized into departments, in like |l have advanced. But to proceed. This un-
manner in the formation of the gﬂremments, limited right of judging, as 1o its powersfinot
th:cir powers are classed into two distinet divi-|only destroysas 1 have stated all distinegion
sions; the one containing powers local and (- | between constitutional and unconstitutional
culiar in their character, which the interests of
the States require to be exercised by each
State, through a separate government; the
other containing those which are more general
and comprehensive, and which can be best ex-
ercised in some uniform mode, through a coin-
mon government. The formey of these divi-

rerarding them merely in a mattet of fact point.
of view, in order to ascertam the parts, and re-
lations w hich they Lear to cach otler.

Thus regarding our mstitutions, we arc

(the geparate government of the States, by re-
ducing them from that independent and distinct
exislence, as co-governinents, assigned lo them
in the system, to mere subordinate and depen-

at the mercy of this Governinent. If stopsnot
sions constitute what, in oursystem, are known | here—it annihilates the States themselves. The
as the reserved powers, and are exercised Ly | right which it assumes of trampling upon: the
cachStateé through its own séperate govern-|authority of a convention of the people of ‘the
ment. T'be latter are known as the delegated [ States, the only organ through which the sover-
powers, and are exercised through this, the |eigaty of the States can exert itself, and to leok
comipon government of the several States. | beyond the States to the individuals, who com-
This division of power into two parts, with dis- | pose them, and to treat' them as entirely
tinict and independent governments, regularly | titute of all polititical characier or power,
organized intv departments, legislative, ex- | fact, to annihilate the. States, and to tra:
ccutive, and judiciul, to carry their respective | their sovereignty, and all their powers to
parts into effect, constitutes the great striking |governient.
and peculiar character of our system, without| If we now raise our eyes and direct thenffo
example in ancient or modern times; -and may | wards that once beautilul system, wilh alfjits
be regarded as the fundamental distribution of | various seperate, and independent parts, blelid-
power under the system, and as constituting|ed into. one harnionious whole, we must be
Its greal conservative principle. struck with the mighty change! All have
I we extend our eyes Leyond, we shall find | disappeared; gone; absorl ed; concentrated #nd
another striking division, between the power of| t'u:mu‘ .dated in this Government; which is¥eft
tie people and that of the government—be- alone in the midst of the desolation of the sys-

| tweon ‘that inherent, primitive, creative power, | lem, the sole and unrestricted representative of |

w hich resides exclusively in the people, and
from which all authority is derived, and the de-
legated power or {rust, conferred upon the go-
vernment, to eficct t=e ohject of their creation.

an alsolute and despotic majority. .
“Will it be tolerated, that I should ask whe-
ther an a- t which has causeil so complete a re-
‘ ; volution—whLich has entirely subverted gur
If we look still Leyond, we shall find another! political system, as it emanated from the hands
and most important division. The people, in |of its creators, and reared in its place ong in
stead of being united in one general communi- - every respect so dit"crent, must not, in its chn-
scquences, prove futal to the, lil erty and fihe.

ty,are divided into (wenty-four States, each!

orming distincl sovereign communities; and in i happincss ot these States?  Can it be necessary

| which, seperutely, the whole power of the sye- | for.ne 1o prove that no other system that. pu-;

tem ultimatal;f residos. . man ingenuity can devise, or imaginitien con-
if we examine Imwl this ultimate power ig; ceive, Lut that which this fatal act has subver-
called into action, we shall find that its only |ted, can preserve the liberty or secure the hap-
organ i1s a primary assemblage ol the wople, | piness of the country? Need I show. that the
known under the name of a convention, through | ncst difficult problemn which ever w :15 presen-
which their sovereign will is announced; ‘and ! ted to the miuH of a legislulor to solve. was to
by which governments are formed and organ- |devise a system of governiment for n’ couniry
ized. It wetrace listorically the exertion of | of such vast extent, that should at onee. POssess
thii power, in the formaticn of the governiments | sufficient power 16 Lold the whole ”t}.g-eii.gr
ituts ‘ | |  without at the same tune proving fatal to Iil;er:
orighially; on the separaiion of the thirteen  tv. - Vhere nover existed an example bLefore,
, -3 I ; n ot a free cominunity spreading over sach an
Stale for itself, through it8 own conventjons, | extent of territorys and the ablest and nro-
formed scparate Constitutions and goy ernments, | foundest thinkers, at the time. beliey e il[ to
and that (liese governments, in turn, formed a | be utterly impracticatle that there should be.

erising those powers, in the regulation of fully solved, Ly the wise atd sagracions men

_ | _ ‘ B“ti wiho framed our Constitution. No. it was a-
tlu:: confederacy, proving incompetent for its: bove unaided huyan wiil!mu—-;nl,u:p the -.-':.:r-.,-
object, was superceded by the present Con- | ity of the most enlightcned. It was l.lu: Te-
stitution, which totally char g d. the chaivacter! sult of a fortunate co:nbination ﬂfrirtlum '1'Ji '

of thie systeny..  liwe compare the mede of the | ¢ it
adoption of tlus Constitution with that of the
adoption of original constitutions of the several

co-operating and leading the way (6 jts formas,
tonjdirected by that kind Providence, wlichs

that they are subversive®f our political insti-
tutions, and fatal in their tendeacy to the liber-
ty and happinessof’ the country.  IMortunately
we are not leit to conjecture or inference, as to
what these principies are. It was openly pro-
claimed, bolli bere and elsewhere; in the dc-
bLates of (i3 body and the prodamation and
mes=are of the President, ¥ w hich the act ori-
ginated, that the very basis ou which it rests—
the assumption on which only it could be sup-
ported was, that this Governiment had the final
and conclusive right in the last resort, to judyge
of the exieat of its powers, and that to execute
its decision, it had the right to use all the means
of the couniry, civil, military and {iscal, not
only against individuals, or against the govern-
ments of the States, but acainst the States
the.nselves, and all acting under their authori-
ly, whether in a legislative, executive or judi-
cial capacity.

If farther evidence L'e requirel, as to the na-
ture and character of the act, it will be found

in the history ol the events, in which it took its

origin. . It originated, as we all know, in a con-
trovesy bLetween this Government

tionality of a protective tariff.

the on

COom

viduals, without political eharacter or authori-
ty; and thus asserjed in the strongest manner,
not only the right of judying of its own powers,
but that ofsoveriooking, in a contest for power,
1he very existence of the Stute itself, and of re-
corrnizing in the assertion of what it might claim
its power, no other authority whatever in
the system but itsown,

Such being the principle in which this hill
originated, wé are brought to the consideration
Is an act

and the
State of South Carolina, in reference to a pow-
er, which involved the question of _the constitu-
I do not intend
to gire the history of this controversy; it is suf-
ficient for my purpose to say, that the State, in
maintenance ol what she believed to be her un-
guestionable power,assuined the higl.est ground;
she placed herselfon her sovereign authority as
a constituent mmember of this Confederacy, and |
made her opposition to the encroachments on
her rith.s through a convention of the people, |
y organ, by which, according to our
conception, the sovereign will of a State can
be iminediately and directly pronounced. This
{iovernment, on its part, in resistance to the
~action of the State, assumed the right to tram-
w® upon the authority of the convention, and
iv look beyond the State to the individuals who
ed 1L, not as forming a political com-
munity, but as a mere mass of 1nsolated indi-

Las so often and so surnally disposed cvents riﬂ
our favor. ‘ ‘

States, weshall Gnd them precisely the same. : .
To solve this difficult problem, and to over-

la Loth, cach State adopted the constitution!
through its own convention, by its separate act I
tor itscli; and wusouly hound, in runsequenu;
of 18 own wdoption, without reference to the
adopticn of any other State. "The only -point in
which tliey can ie distinguished is the mutual
compact in. whicli each State stipulated with
the other Lo adopit it asa common Constitution.
T'hus regarded, this constitution is in fact the
Coustitution of cach State. In Virginia, for
| instance, it is the Corftitution of Virginia; and
( 80 100 his {overnment and the laws which- it
enuc(s are, within the limits of the State. the
Government and the laws of the State. It is in
fact the Ceastitution and Government of the

wliole, because it is the Constitution and Go : :
. -l great and prin ' de .

It is this important divisio hi :

T S PR R , _ Hu IR sion, which mainl
ain i ('llmlfrm’!l.:lm ol the pa:uls because it is ulf;{,ms that expansive character (o our hstitu{
Lhe whole. ¢ _syslem commences with the | tions, by means of which they have the capied
p:ll'l!l ﬂjld ﬂl“j"; \"t'll]i lhﬂ “'hﬂle_ rl‘lle pur:s urthll\' U‘rl!ﬂ"]' S lrﬂiﬂll . tl J.' . ‘ : s ‘HP‘CII‘
the units, and thic whole the multiple, instead | o o ver the vast extent otoour
af ihe “}-" e | : e : uiliple, eadl couniry, without exposiigr .8 on the one shile
: _ti}- ; =~-;n'(‘l'l_-._:-t'13:|1ll ulilfl the parts the|totheé danger of disunion; or on the other O the
;‘_gt*m'u(.‘ . hus viewed, eacl State has two/loss of hberty. Without this happy :lm-im
( lr:lullE _m‘niu!.munﬂ .uu! 20y cnments—a Sep- the }(‘.‘ﬂlll(j of those States altler ha\:h;w aechi !
«rate Congtitution and Governinent instituted | e tt'eir independence would have L cg gy
ave state ! o y the obiect i Sirigd Bt yn ) ¢ Leen com-
gclhhf::-:l{:tuﬁ; l;i:ﬁl;!:: the IulJl‘tl in 1;'llu'h ' pe.led to resolve themselves into small and hos-
¢ viesl; and a general one | tile communities, in- despite of :
to regulate the interests common : Y PIn o & common ori-

: 1 O m 1o all, and|gin, a common hneuae

bindin » i:y a4 comimon compact. tl - . 1 s guage, and the comnion, ve«

~ , the whole into | nown and glory acquired by the; _ :

| ey : Y Lheir united
one community, in which the separate and | v ' NOE < P

| - nd in-!dom and valor in the war of t] : :

. N LA SRl Wl : ‘ ne i1 1he revolution:
dsi}edflenl {’:Mrtt?m:ﬂ ol e.ath_ Slate, as a sover- | iave subnutted quictly 1o the yoke of (es {:}E:
;’f'n“ tPl:llﬂUml}, 18 preserved; instead of Leing | power as the only alternative i

( 2 . .
um“_ e B.C0ININ0K A, ; In the place of this admirably contrived sy
Such is our system; such are its parts, and|tem. the act proposed 1o be repealed | ived sys-
' . - ’ | : * aled has, erect-
:&?:;d lnlﬁl;ac:ﬂ:;:i:?nru:ﬂbeﬂth- other. 1 have{ed one great consolid:ted government. 1{3:;:'1:1
| Lomitted any which [ : -{Iup?ll“md‘ nor have | be necessary for ma to show, what must be the
In rl:\'il}\\fill} she thl:l::l l:pu e of lEI"L-EH'I!Ig. Ille“h!hlﬂ tmmequnucm?-—m:etl | prove that all
pedh o Withgtlw IR, 'E II!HJT:( no Ii:lslmu'mlulntul governments—governments : in
which ofl ane Nm(ﬁri:‘fo} o ll * means hy wh_u'ln that power predoniinates (for such is
the number and wmpl:exi?;’“:ﬂt' :T:; we;w h]; t:mr nce) are necessarily despotic, whether
DOE N hple parts. that power be -, ielded by the will of
Mr:' :’; 12:::“" 4 e“h?r respect ancient or | or that of an absolute an umrlwut'klil‘;'ﬂt;i ::“: II:F ll;
- - - 1 i '-
’ mpared with it; and can com- | Need | demonstrate that it is on the ruﬁﬁa:g;,

pare it to nothing but that subl au- rorv. aasancd & ) . :
tifl oystom of which ‘oas ghbgwt;l‘:ﬁi.l:i::“ the very cssence of liberty, that the Power

|1t presents, required that remarkable division,
dstribution aud ofganization of power which,
as | have stated, so remarkably distincuishes

walers to arrest the angry waves of power,—
impelled by avarice and ammbition; and which
driven furiously over a broad and unbroken ex-
panse would be resistless. Of this partition
and bregking ap of power into seper.ilﬂ pﬂl"l!,
the most ruumrknl'-,: division is that betweon
the reserved and delegated powers which forms
the basis on ‘which this and the separate gov-
ernments of the States are organized. as the

Whic should be ro divided, distributed : |

| . ¥ : : : ul, x and organt:

ar:"s:v :il:it;‘;:lhl:h i b“::i!,.in hany particu- | that one intercst may check the other EJ"::G:;;
. % @ resemblace.  In this system, prevent the excessive action of the se]:elralu in-

this Government as we have seen conslit
a part—a prominent, but a sutordinate l;:'r?
with defined, limited and restricted powers.  |checked by orgun power

I now repeat the queztion, is 1l :
e gueztion, ‘¢ act which| Fhe truth of these doctrines were
assumes for the Goy J::mﬂl“,lhﬂ right to inter- | stood at the time of the forimation nll'. ltl ni: Tl.;:

pret in the last resort, the extent of jts ituti
e _ . powers, isttution. It was then clearly foree
and to enforce its mterpretation, aainst ajl o- foretold, what must be’ the ingril::l: [.:-'m:lsl:!

!Rirnﬁtlm:&ymmi;wgh - -i"ﬂ-umh"-’“: |Aucnces of concentrating all the powers of the
might wi °‘Inﬂ propriety alﬂl::'ﬁ:'llxtht“c ;ystemin this government. = ¥es, we are jn.a
Government of unlimited von r a|siale predicled; foretoid;. prophecied from the

_ wer | : P 'S
With e e, mdp:a by k:!;:u:;:lenl beginning.  All the calamities w_ﬁmw e
) COoIne, are

‘s 1 er - ; ers. \rienced, and those which aro vet
ﬂﬁllﬂil:l;i::ui::i’ ::{i n!mzwould *hhgh] his under- | the result of the ronmlklating}leudency of the
y W can make, poveriunent; awl unless that tendeney be ar-

. rs

lerests of the community against cach othe on
® L] - L] r*
the principle that _nrﬁuuzad power can on)y he

acts, but mncrges in th:s; the very existence of

dent bodies, holding their power and existehce |

- . - "_Il P et 3 . ¥ Y . i
league or corfederacy for the purpose of ex-| Yet this diificult problam was solfved —success- |

b 2o ; ‘
| come thie apparently insuperable obstacle,w hich |

our system; and which serve as so many break- |

. fo a

el

> . _'
resicd—unless e ge weur steps, all (Lat ji
bave beeh furetold w i!ﬁ'ly lgl us—even
to the pouring out of the last xial of'w rath; mil-

itary despotism. To this f%{#‘i%l source of
woes, may be traced, that rén ble decay of
public virtue; that_rapid growth of corruption
and subserviency; that decline of patriotism;
that 1ngcr of faclion; Mmlem 'y AQ ARAL~
ch);,m nally, that visible 'aiprmau:h of the
absulute powerof ene Jnwan, which

bly chara€terises times, Should there Le any
one, seeing, antd acknow ledging all these mor-
hid, and dangerous syinpioms, but should
doubt, whether the disease 1s 1o be traced to the
cause, which I have assigned, I would ask him
to what other can it he attributel?  T'here s
no event; no, not in the politicul or moral world,
more than in the physical, without an adequate
cause. I would.asi Lim does he attribute it to
the peoplei—t0 their want of sullicient intelli-
gence and virtue, for seif-goverament?  If the
true cause may be traced to hem, very melan-
choly would be our situation; gioomy would be
the prospect Lelore us.  If such be the lact,
(hat vur people are indecd incapalle of seif-go-

w hom we might not desire io change condition.
When the day comes, when this people shall be
compelled (osurrender seif-government —a rm—'
ple so spirited and so long dccustonied 10 liber-
tv, it will be indeed a day of revolution, ol con-
vulsion anid biood, sach as has rarely, ifever
becn witnessed in any age or country; and, un-
til compelled by irresistable evidence, so fear-
ful a cause cannot be admitted.

* Can it be attributed to the nature of our sys-
tem of govermment’! Shall we pronounce it
| radically defective, and incapable of effecting
. the objects for which it was. created’ If that
Le in truth the case, our situation would Le in
(act not much less calamitous than i atiributa-
ble to the people. ‘T'o what other sy stem could
we resorty 1o a confederation’  That has alrea-
dy,been tried, and has proved utterly inade-
quate. 'T'oconsolidation Reason and expe-
rience (as ar as we have had experience) pro-
claimis it to bLe the worst possible form.  But
if the cause be not in the people or the system,
to whuat can it be attributed, Lut some misap-
preliension of the natire and character of our
institutions, and coisequent nisdirection of
their powers or funclions  And if so, to what
| other msapprehension or misdirection, but that
which directed our system  towards  consoluda-
tion, and _consuminated its moveinent in that
direction 1 the act proposed to be repealed —
‘T'hat such is the fact—that this is the true ex-
planation of all the sy mptoms of decay and cor-
ruption, which I have enumerated, is in reali-
ly ‘'our only consolation—iurnishes the only
hope, that can Le rationally entertained of ex-
tricating ourselyes from our preseat calamity,
and of averting the still grealer, that are im-

't pending.

I kncw, that there are those, who take a dil-
| ferent, but in my opinicn a very superficial
view of the cause of our didiculties. “L'hey at-
tribute it exclusively to those who ure in pow-
er, and sce in the nisconduct of Gen. Jackson
the cause of all that has bLefallen us.  ‘I'bat he
has done much toageravate the evil, [ acknow-
ledgre with pain. [ had iny full share of respen-
sibility in eleyating him (o power; and there

|once existed between us, friendly relations,

sersonal and political, and I would rejoice had

e so continued to conduct humself, as to ad-
vahce the interests of the country, and his own
Jeputation and fame. He certainly might have
eftected miuch good!  He'came into office un-
der circumstandes, and had a weight of popula-
rity which placed inuch in his power, l!ar good

or for evil; but cither from a want of a just com-

| prehension of the duties attdched to the situa-

tion, in which he was placed; or an indispasi-
tioir o dischavge them; or the improper influ-
ence and control of those w ho unfortunately for

through flattery and subserviency, an ascen-
dancy over hiwn, he has disappointed the hopes
of his friends, and realized the predictions ol
his enciies.  But the question recurs, how
happens it, that he who has proved himself so
illy qualified to fill the high station that he oc-
cupies was elected by the people’  If it be at-
tributed to a misapprelension of his qualifica-
tions, or to an undue gratitude for distingruished
military services, which at times leads astray
the most intelligent and virtuous people in the
| selection of rulers—how shall we explain his
re-election, aller he bad actually proved him-
self so inrun1}1{*1{:111—-—31'101‘ he Lad violated eve-
ry pkedge, which he had made previous to elec-
tion; aticr he had disregarded the principles on

J wihich he had permiitted his friends and partisans

to ‘ﬂam his elevation, and had outraged the
feelings of the coimmunity by attempting to re-
eulate the domestic intercourse and relations of
sociefv! “Shall we say, that the feelings of grra-
titude for mililary services outweighed all this®
or that the people With all this expense were
| inca rable of forming a correct opinion of his
conduct or character, or of understanding the
tendency or the measures of his administration’
‘T'o assert this, would be neither more nor less,
than to assert, that they have neither the intcl-
| ligence, nor the virtue for sclf-governinent; as
the very criterion by which their capacity in
that respect s tested, is their nl~imry duly
eciate the character and conduct ‘of pubx-
lic rulers, and the true tendency of their public
measures; and to admit their incapacity in that
respoct .wnuhl in fact bring us back to the peo-
ple as Loe cause.
< Taunderstand truly how tho distinguished
mdividual now at the head of the nation was
elevaterd to this exalted station in despite of his
ackpowleged defects in several respects, & how
ihe has retained his power among an intelligent
and patrictic people, notwithstanding all the
‘objections to his administration that have been
stated, we must elevate our views from the in-
dividual and his qualification and conduct, to
thé working of :lhe system itself; by which
only, we can come to a knowle:deze of the true
cause of our present condition; how we have
arrived at it, and by what means we can ex-
tricate oursclves from its cangers. and difficul-
tics. I do notdeam itnecessary in taking this
view to go back, and trace Iim operation of
our governinent from the commencement, or
fo point out the departure from its true princi-
ples from the beginning, with the evils thence
resulting, however interesting and instructive
the investigation might be. I might show,
‘that from the first, beginning with the forma-
tion of the Constitution, there were two par-
ties in the Convention; one in favor of a na-
_liunalz or what is the same thing, a consolida-
ted ‘Government; and the other in fivor of
the confederative principle; how- the latter,
from being in the minority at first gradually,
and after a long struggle, gained the ascen-
dency; and how the fortunate result of that
ascendency, terminated in the establishment of
that beautiful complex, federative system of
;,‘ho_\'emuml, which | Imve attempted lo ex-
in. |
I might show that the struggle between the
two parties did not terminate with the adoption
of the Constitution; that afler it went into ope-
ration the national party gained the ascendency
in the counsels of the nation, and that the re-
sult of that ascendency wis to give an impulse
to the Government; ‘in the .(.]imclkm which
their principles led, and from which it never
afterwards recovored. [ atn fur from attriby-
ling this to any sinister design
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(said Mr. C.) avail ty the most extensive, and

least afled |

the occasion to avow my high res=o5hical” conSiderations and UifsWas ay 11, -

pect for both of the great partica which divided
the country in its carly history.

th eminently
bpth emingn ,ﬁ,t

They were
nest and, patriotic, and the

preference whicheach gave 1o ifs

respective

views, resulied from a . zewlous attachment to
the public interest. At that early period, be-
forc there was any experience as (o the opera-
tion of the system, it is not suprising (hat one

should believe that the danger was a tendency

to anagchy, while the other believed it to be

towards despotism; and that these different
theoretical views should honestly have a decid-
ed influence on their public conduct.

I pass over the intermediate events; the re-
action against the national, or, as' it was then
clied, federal party—the elevation of Mr. Jef-
ferson in consequence of that reaction in 1801

—and the gradual departure

(from the influ-

verniment, 1 know of no peopie upon earth,with-

ence of power) of the republican party, from
the principles which breught tnemn into office—
[ come down, at once, to the year eighteen
hundred and tweniv-four, when a protective
tariff was for the first time adopted; when the

| the power to inipose duties, granted for the

of raising revenue, was converted info
ment of regulating, controlling, and

Put)

an 1

orranizing the «entire capital and industry of

thie country, and placing them under the influ-
ence of this Government; and when the princi-
ples of consolidation gawed an entire ascen-
dency in both Houses of Congress. Its firsi
fruit was to give a sectional action to the Go-
vernment, andof course a sectional character
t7 political parties—arraying the. non-expor-
ting States against the exporting, and the ner-

the country and for limself, have acquired

aflairs at that juncture.

tLern against the southern section.

It is my wish to speak of the events, to which

I feel myself compelled to refer, in illustration

df the practical operation of that consolidating

tendency: of the (zovernment, which was con-
summated by the act proposed to be repealel,

and which T Lelieve to be the cause of all our

evils, with the greatest possible “moderation.

[ know how delicate a task it is o spcak of re-

cent political events, and of the actors concern-

ed in them; and | would, on thispccasion, glad-
ly avoid so painful a duty, if' [ did not belicve

that truth and the public interest require it.—

{ruit—a necessary iruit of consolidutics;, '{,,
llul-;eid m“mm‘nldmmt:e othcleﬂ nust 4e udded
in ovder 1o conciliate the feel ngs of the minori .
—that e shculd Le ch{?gednﬂr in 'mlu ;%‘E;f;’,
them in interest, possess the sanie proserty
pursue the same industry. These ualificy,.
tions, all of wkich were made indispeusible, ),
the juncture, pointed clearly 10 one mian, any
Rhul one, (General Jackscn, "There wus Lioy.
cver ancther circumstance which gave |,

great prominence and strength, and © wl,j ),
*g:-eatly contributed to recemimend hin, ag (.
| opposing candidate. 1le had Leen deicated jy,
the Presidential ccuiest Lefore the House (g
Representatives (though returned witl, (i,
highest vole) under circumstances, whicl, woere
supposed to involve a disregard of the puhj;
'rniue: I donot deem it necessary to enter ine
an inquiry, as to the principles which controlly|
the election, or as to the view of the actors i,
that scene. Many. considerations doulfle.,
governed, and among others the feelings
promiment incividuals m reference to {he Fu.u.*
didates, and their opinion of their regpectyye
qualifications, besides the one to which 1 Layve
alluded, that of giving the dominant interest that
control over the KKxecntive which they had oy ¢r
the legislative department,

These combined motives, as I have stato
pointed distinctly to General Jackson. e w .
selected as the cardidateof the minority, and
the canvass entered into with wl thal zeq)
which belonged to the magnitude of the stake
united with the couscioushess of honest ;mél
Imtriolic purpose. ‘T'he.leading ohjects were
to effect a great rohlu'al relorm and to arrest
if posible what Le believed to be a dangerous
and felt to be an oppressive action of the Goy-
ernment. It is true that the qualifications of
the individual, thus necessarily sclected, were
ibcl}ev.ed to be, in. many important particulurs
defective; that he lacked experience, extensive
[)olitital information and a command of tenpe:,
‘but it was believed, that L:is firniness ol purpose
{and his natural sagacity, by calling to his aid
the experience, the talents and patriotisin of
those who supported Lis claims, would compen-

| sate for these defects.

Without a full understanding of tlie events of
this period, from ’24 down to the present time,
it is impossible that we can have a just know-
lege of the cause of our present condition, ora

clear percéption of the means of remedying it.

To avoid all personal feeling, I shall endeavor

to recede, in imagination, a cenlury

from the

present time, and from that distant position re-
card the events, 1o which [ allude, in that spirit
ol philosopliical inquiry, which an earnest seek-
er after truth, at so remote a day, may be sup-

posed to be actuated, | feel 1 may

be justi-

fied in speaking with the less reserve of these
events, as the great question, which, during

the greater part of the period, sodeeply agitat-
ed the country, (the protective tarifl)

may

I do not deem it necessary to enter into a his-
tory of this interestrng and animated canvas,
but there is one circumstance attending it; so
striking; so full ef instructioa, and so illustra-
live of the point under consideration, that |
cannot pass it i silence. The caivas soon run
into the great and absorbing question of tle
day; as all ordinary discases run into the pre-
vailing one. . Those in power, sought to avail
themselves of the popularity of the system witls
which they were identifod. |1 speak it not in
censure. It was natural, perhaps unavoidable,
as connected with the morbid action of the
(overnment. That pcrtion of our allies, iden-

{tibed ‘with the same interes!, were, in like

now be considereil as termmated in the adjust-
ment of the last winter, never to be reagitated,
as I trust; and of course, may ‘be spoken of with

the freedown of a passed event..

But to proceed with the narrative; the Presi-
dential contest, which was terminated the next
year, placed the Iixecutive Departinent in the
possession of the same interest that controlled
the legislative; so that all departments of this
Government wgre united in favour of that

great interest.
the election in favor of the individual then
¢levated 10 the Chief Magistracy,
whom, I then and now, entertained kind feel-

1'he successful termination of

and for

ings, may be attributed, in part,no doubt, to

the predominance of the tariff interest; and may
be congidered as fhe first instance of the pre-
dominance of that interest in a presidential con-
lest, o - '

Lot us pause at this point, (it is an impor-
tant one) in order to survey the state of public

over the scene, we find the country divided in-

In casting our eyes

to two great hostile and sectional parties—

placed in conflict on a question, believed to be

on both sides of vital importance to their re-

Y . The party | our candidate sheuld nat be fully in coincidence
were pot less distinguished for patriotism, than | with our own.
for abilities, and no doubt honestly inténded to! cient to ensure his syccess. H was necessuty

speclive interests; and on the side of the wea-
ker party, believed in addition, to nvolve a
constitutional question of the greatest magni-
tude, and having a direct and important bear-
ing on the duration of the liberty and Con-
stitution of the country. In this conflict, we
find both Houses of Congress with the Chief

Magistrate, and of course the Government |

itsell, on the side of the dominant interest, and

manner, and fromi the same motive and cause
forced into a rivalry of zeal for the sané inter-
est. The result of these causes combined, with
a monopolizing spirit of the protective system,
was the tarifl of 1828—that disagtrous measure.
which has brought so many calamities upon
us, and put in peril the Union and lit'erty of tho
country. It poured millions into the treasury
beyond even the most extravagant wunts of
the Government; and which, on the paymeant
of the public debt caused that hazardcus junc-
ture, resulting from a large undisposable su: -
plus revenue, which has spread such deep cor-
rull‘ﬂiun in every direction. e
his disastrous event, opened our eyes, (
mean mynalf and those inmmediately.cuuncicted
with me,) as to the full extent of the danger

| and oppression of the protective system, and the

hazard of failing to effect the relorm intended,
through the election of General Jackson. With
these disclosures, it became nbcessary to seek .
some other vitimate but more certain measure
of protection. . We turned to the Constitution
to find the remedy. We directed a more dili-
gent and careful scrutiny into its provsions,
m order to ascertain fully the nature and
character of our political system.
that certain and effectual remedy, in that great
fundamental division of the powers of the sys-
tem, between Lhis govepnment and its indepen-
dent riments—these erate governnicnis
of the States, to be called into*action; arrestite
unconstitutional acts of this government, |y
the interposition of the State—the paramount
source, from which as far as she is concerned,
both. govermments derive their power., But in

We found

identified with it, in principles and feelings
In this state of things, a great an:! solemn
question, w hat ought 10 be done? was forced on
the decision ‘of the minority. Should we ac-
quiesce lhuictly would be {o subject fhe pro-
perty and industry of an entire section of the
country to an-unlimited and indefinite exaction;

relying on this,as our ultimate remmedy, we did
not abate our zeal in the Presidentiai canvass;
we still hoped that General Jackson, if elected,
would effect the necessary reform, and thereby
supercede the necessity for calling ‘into action
the sovereign authority of the State, which we
were anxious 10 avoid. With'these views, the

as it was openly avowed, that the protective
systein could only be perfected, by being car-
ried to the point of prohibition,on all articles
of which a sufficient supply could be made or
manufactured in the country. ‘T'osubmit un-
der such circumstances, would have been ac-'
cording 1o our view of the subject,a gross de-
rilection Loth of interest and duty. It was
impossible. But how could the majority be
successfully opposed, possessed as they were,
ofevery Department ofthe Government’=How,
in this state of things, could the minority offect
a change in their favor, through the ordinary
operations of the Government? They could
etfoect no favorable change in this, or the other
Housc—the majority, in- both, but too faith-
fully represente:d what their constitutents be-
licved to le the interest of their section, o]
whom only, and not to us, they were responsi- |
ble. T'he only branch of the zovernment then
on which the minority could act, and through
which they could hope to effect a favorable
change, was the Executive. The Presulent is
elected by u maority of the whole electoral
voles, und of course, the minority hasa weight
in his election, in proportion to ' their number,
and the unity of their voice. Here wasall our
hope, and to this point, all our efforts to effect
a change were uet'essurily directed; but even
bere our power of acting with effect was
limited to a narrow circle. ‘1t would have
been less 10 present a candidate openly
and. fully identified wiih ‘oar own interest.
Defeat would have been the certain result:
had his acknowledged qualifications for intel-
ligence, experience and patriotism been ever
so great. We were thus forced, by inevitable
consequence,—a consequence neither to be
avoided or resisted, to abandon ' the contest, or
to select a candidate who, at best, was buta
choice of evils; one whose opinions were in-
terinediate or doubtful, on the subjoct which
divided the two sections. Tlowever great the
hazard, or the oljections to such a selection,
for such an office, it must be charged, not to us
but to that action of the system, which com-

Hed us to make the choice—compelling us
y that consolidating tendency wlrjrh had
drawn under the control of this Government,
the local and reserved powers, helonging to
the States separately; the exercise of which
had necessarily griven that direction to its
action, and which created and placed in con-
flict the two great setional, golitical parties.

But it was not sufficient, that the opinion of

That alone could not be suffi-| |

two were pushed with equal zeal at the same
time; which double ration commenced in
the fall of 1828, hut a few months after the pas-
sage of the tariff act of that year; and at tle
meeting of the legislature of the State, at (¢
saime period, a paper known as the South Ca-
rolina Kxposition, was reported to that baly,
contfaming a -full developmént, as well on the
constitutional point, as the operation of Le pro-
tective systein; preparatory (o a state of things
which might®eventually render the action of tle
State negessary, in order to protect her rights
and interests and 1o slay a course of l“’“‘“f’
which we believed, would, if not arrested,
prove destructive of liberty and the Constitu-

tion. 'I'his movement, on the part of the State,
plaves Leyond all controversy, the true charae-
ter of the motives, which governed us in the
Presidential canvass. We were not the mere
partisans of the candidate we supported. We
anaed at a far more exalte:l object than his ele:-

tion—the defence of the rights of the State, and

the security of liberty and the Counstitution. To
this we held his electionn entirely subordinate.

This we pursuod unwarped by selfish or ambi-

tious views, :

‘The contest terminated in the elevation ol
bim who now presides, but it soon becanic ap-
parent that our apprehension, that we might be

disappointed in the expected reform, was not

withoul foundation. I'bat occurred, which,we
ought, perhaps, to have expected, and which
under similar circumstances, has rarely failed
lofollow., He, who was clevated to power

roved to be more solicitous to retain whal Le

ad acquirved, than to fulfil the expectations ol
those, who Lad honestly contributed to his elc-
vation, witha view to political reform. The
tale may be readily told—not a - promise fulfill-

ed—not a measure adepted to carrect the abu-
ses Of the system—not a step
progress _
servative principles of our Government—not

taken to arrest the
consolidation), and trestore tliz con-

look cast to the near approach of the pay men!

the public debt—nor an eflort made to reduce
gradually the duties, in order to
plue revenue, and to save the manufactories
which had
tem from the hazard of a shoc :
sudden reduction of the duties. All were for-
gotien; and instead of attempting to control €-
vents, the Kxeculive was only solicitous to oc-
cupy a position the most propitious to retain ard
increase his
etration to. sce thay the position soug ht Wi o
midklle-one between the contending px rtie-; 10

vent a sur-

rown up under the Emlncli;'clsyﬂ;
caused by

power. It required but little pen-

e identified Wvith no principle or poliey, an o

rely on the perscnid popularity of. th+ . -

|




