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. racter, that his own friends became ashamed of

| qn:l:tm o‘l‘.tln President? , Such a triumph
_1ive history of the couutry. He has declared

ry woll,” he replied, “then I will jon, bu;

I'was resolved ngt to join a Seciety that H‘;ﬂ}llf ‘
nt bind me atier | was twenty-one.” ].ln,s1
little fellow s now likely to make an able ad-
vwute for the cause of femperance.
child in New Encland wou

wouald the face of tlus country bear, twenly
vears hence from its present.

PROCIEEDINGS IN SENATE.
| Trurnrsnay, April 17. ‘
As £0on as the Sende was called Io_urt!rr lllus
morning, Maior Dovprsox, the Private Se-
cretary of the President of the United States,

handed in the Message to the Scnate, a copy o
Tuesday and Saiurday. |

el was Hﬂ'li‘iht‘ti N : 4
wi'![l:::! Mv.-‘-l--;l;:t- was read through by the decre
tary of the Senate. 4

s soon as the reading was ended—

Mr. POUNDEXTER rose and said: 1do
notrise, Mr. President, to discuss at this time
the various topics which are touched in the very
extraordinary paper which hos been just read
to the Senate; nor, indeed, will [ give utterance
to those feelings of indignation which such a
paper, coming from such a source, is so well
calculated to excite in the bosoin of every pa-
triotic ¢itizen in the country. Leaving these
‘matters for future discussion on a more snitable
occasion, my. purpose is at present 1o enter my
solemn protest against the reception of this pa-
par, and to submit a motion that it be not re-
ceived. Sir, 1 should be disposed 1o go as far
as any honorable Senator on this floor in pay -
ing due respect to every Executive coommuni-
cation to the Senate, coming within the const:!-
tutional range of Executive power. But when
the Chief Magistrate shall think fit to depart
from his constitutibnal sphere, and, under color
of:his otficial duties, attempt to make this. body
the conduct of his popular appeals to the peo-

le, fulminating, I will not say calumnies, but
rhe most unfounded charges against the body
throuch which he proposes to premulgate his

n;rpea?, I, for oae, feel bound to resist him in
such a course. Referring to the resolution in-
troduced by the honorable Senator {rom Ken-
“tncky, (Mr. Clay,) the l‘msideEls:wsllml it 18
“*hsth novel and unprecedented.” _ ,
I should be glad to kiiow what appeilation ought
to be given to this E‘ilﬁlﬂtd!_ﬂ':lr}' s paper: !l;]g
it any parallel in thic past political history of the
country? Sir, I venture the declaration, that
thera is not on record any act of the pre 12cessors
of the present €Chief Magistrate vearing the
siightest resemblance -to this outrage on the
‘dignity of the Senate, and the constitutional
functions of the Executive Department of the
government. It may well be characterized as
“-both nevel and unprecedented.” No Sllt“h pa-
per was ever presented to either Hquse of Con-
gress; none such is to he found on the :I-.:unm!s
of our proceedings, as'll{e on¢ sent to us !hm
morning, under the guise of official authority,
fromn the foundation of the governmént down to |

Id make the same

| ion. and keen i1, what a different aspect) HR : |
resolution, an g, teondition of mere dnulges, and the mﬂ* duty

If it be sn_l

']

his intention of appl§ing this treinendous veto
power toevery bill which does not meet his
approbation; or, in other words, he will apply
it to any bill against which he would record

If every | his vote as a member of either House of Con-

gress.  What, then, becomes of the legislative
power of Congress.—We are raduced to tie
which we can perform, 1s to prepare bills, JI‘.-:.-
cuss and amend them, and adapt thém, as far
Las we can, to the public roorl, and, afier pass-
g them, they must be sent to the Imperial
J'M;EHI, andd he will tell us whether they shall'be
lenacted into laws or not. [le might as ‘well
|dispense with the Legistature altcgzether, und
‘call in the aid of the judges ol the Supreme
Court and the' Attorney General to prepore
tsuch bills as may suit his views, in technical
langruage, and then issue his proclamit.on de-
claring that such and such laws had Leen in-
'corporated in the statute book. Under the frec
' #tse of the veto power, now for the first time

| .

introduced into practice by the President, the
egisiative power of the Union has dwindied
imt a me2re mockery; true, the power, is u.-
tend i toe Constitution, and may be controlled
by two-thirdsotf Congress, but, in practice, 1t
amounts to an al soluie veto. He has the power
of appointment and removal from office, and
tthereby becomes the fountain of honor, one o!
the hizh attributes of the Briiish mcnarch,
from whose dominions we had rescued our-
selves by the war of the Revolution, in asser-
[ ting and maintaining the liberty and . indepen-
dence of these States; he as commmnnder-in-
| Chief of the Army and Navy,and, by an as-
sumption of power, not delegated in the Con-
stitution and the Laws, he has eflaced the
broad line, wisely drawn between the power
w hich wizlds the physical force of the country

reason that these powers, separated, can never
be dangerous to liberty, wiile®a combination . of
them, in the same hand, is the very definition
of military despotism, -

Thus the chiel Magistrate arrogates to him-
self) 1n the last resort, the legisiative authority
o' the nation; heis placed by th2 Con titution
'at the hea:l of the military forces and the mili-
tia of the several States, when called into actu-
al service; Lie is the fountain of honor, and may
distribute otfices and 1reward at his own good
will and pleasure; hé has seized the public
purse, by ndirection, which 1s placed by the
Constitution in the hands of the Rejresenta-
tives of th> People of the States, and [ ask
what power remaius unnppru[;riulﬁl to the Ex-
ecutive will wbich is worth speaking of or
worth contend n ; lor’ Permit me, sir to inquire
| by what means the President has obtained pos-
sessein of the public money? lle claims the
power of appomtment and removal from office,
| which I for one, do not deny that he possesses,
because it has been exercised by the Execu-
tive from the comiencement of the Govern-
meqt: but I utterly deny to him constitutional |

the present moment. Sir, I will not dignify
this paper by considering it in the light of an |
E <ecutive Message; it is no such thing; I re- |
gard itsimply as a paper with the siznature of |
Andrew Jackson; and, should the Senate re-f
fuse to receive it, it wili not be the first paper |
with the same sivnature which has been refused |
a hearing in this body, on the ground'of the |
sbusive and vituperative language which it
contained. It will be recollected that a protest,
similar in its charucter, couched in terms gross- |
ly disrespectful to the Senate, was presculed,J
somew here about the year 1519, from the same

individual; and such was its exeeptionable cha-

it. It was objected to, and sent back for modi-
fication, soas to render it respectful to the body
ltﬂﬂW!lil.‘h it was pl‘ﬁseﬂiﬁd. The offensive pas-
sages were stricken out, and thus modified, it
was presented and received at the next session
of Congress. This effort to denounce and
overawe the deliberations of the Senate mnﬂ
properly be regarded as capping th: climaz of
that systematic plan of operations which for
several vears past has been -in progress, de-
sierned to Lring this body-into disrepute amonyg
the people, and thereby remove the only exis-
ting barrier to’ the arbitrary encroachments
and usurpations of kixecutive power. [estroy
public confidence in the Senate, whic!y now
gtands, thank God, unmoved, Letween the
Chief Magistrate and the People, ind T'yranny,
in its worst forms, would very soon oversha-
dow the land, and rule with an iron hand the
destiuies of the :\inerican people.,
The Senate, by its peculiar organization, is
ell calculated to preserve and perpetuate the
great fundamental principles of public liberty
to the latest posterity. Removed from popu-
lar impulses, which sometimes arise in the
convulsions incident to freecdom of opinion, and
of discussions of great political questions, it
may look with calmness on the misguided mul-
titude, misled by some popular demagogue,
and theroby save the State from the deleteri-
ous consequences olerrors, which are the' in-
evitable result of passion or precipitation. It
-is an integral part of the Koxecutive power, and,
-while it reinains firim in its devotion to the Con
stitutfon and the l.aws, uncorrupted by the
temptations of office and emolument, no Chicf
Magistrate, whatever inay be his reckless am-
bition, can.successfully move leyond the
bounds of his legitimate powers, and ride over
the liberties of the People. Hence the untir-
ing and anxious solictiudes so often manifested
toiring this body, thus constituted, - into dis-
race among the people. If there existed at
this moment no such conservative hrul_v as the
Senate, power would march onward to the
climax of despotism. The Republic might in-
deed exist, nominally, but, in practice, we

rizht to use a legitimate power to effectan ille-
gitimate pirpose.  Sir,said Mr. P. [ contend
thit there is not a delegated power in the Con- |

y 5 3 gt -
and the National I'reasury, for the obvious |

r

and I will endeavor 1o find a suecessor who, !lition deteriine their possess |
sident ¢ here and asserts that the Con-|he may eontrol
T it i B * gs.on of the|and, so far as I am concerned at least, he |

public money, and that Congress cannot take|learn that this Government is ~or his Go-
What further? = After cleiming | vernment. I recognize no right' in Andrew
all Executive power, both of the purse and the | Jackson to come belween me and tle Peorlf
sword ! what further? A n>w source of bound- | I represent. It is not for hin to say w

will be more obedient to my commands.”
it not then, evident that the President by the
exercise of his legal powerof removal, may ef-
fect a purpese subversive both of
tion and of the law? No onecan
may do so by the same summary pregess w hich
he usel to obtain the custed; of IFE_ publit
mo:ey. Against this new theory of'construc-
tive power and all its consequencas, Hheg leave
to efiter my protest, as more dangerous and
alarming than foreign war or internal comui:o-
tions of the people. | |

Sir I have said that the paper sent to the
Senate by the President is not an KExecutive
mgssage; it contains nothing which brings it
within the rule, prescribed in the Constitution
recruliting the intercourse Letween*that high

pabt that he

pablic tunctionary and the two Housgs of Con-.

I Lo it, therefore to be an extra-offi-
citl doenment and shall treat it s such.

What are the specified cases in which the
President is requirad to make origingl coinimu-
| ni. ations (o Congress’ 1 do notiucap nomina-
ttons to office, but matters which comiern the
general wellare of the nation.  T'heyare enu-
| merated in the Constiiution article 24, section
dd: ““He (the President) shail {rom time to
tiie, cive to the Cencress miormation of the

reea
~AREL

Istate ot the Union, and recommend fo their

consideration such measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient.”  Now, 1 ask any
honoril.le Senator to point out, if he gan a sin-
cle rentence, or a paragraph, of this paper,
winch directly or remotely gives to’ Congress
information of the state of the Union, or recom-
mends . to our  cousideration any measuges
which is deenied necessary or expedientz No
such purpose is pretended in justification of the
Executive libel on this lody. It 8 wholly
vindictive and Iibelious in its claracterthrough
out. I, for one sir, spurn this foul efiort to
cast a stigima o1 the purity and patriptism of

constitu- | it from him.

stitution giveés Lim the sole

rea » 1L officers, or hewever abifarily and ively
wn; and now tle them. - | nl'lf not officer;

le:s power is discovered. My friend from Mis- | opinions I shall hold , 0t what d: ¢ 'rines sustain.
si-gippi (Mr. Poindexter) had stated that the | I yield notto this di. tation; I submit not to
Constituion gave (he President no right to send | his nss_aylls; and l_ trust that my constitutents,
this protest to Congress, and he read the clause | the spirited and intelligent people of Maine,

designatine on what oceasions the President| will _
m?ﬂmnﬁuniwte with the National Legisla-|ence between them and their servant.

ture; but the gentlemari® did not observe the
néw source from whence this

pOWer was now |

mdignantly spurn bis audacious nierfer-
T'o that

ople alone I hold myselfsolémnly responsible.
ﬁi n their judgment, they shall think that I

claimed—W here did the President pretend to

merit chastisement for believing that e had no

find the anthority to send this extraordinary |right to seize tle public treasure; or thata

protest’

Not to give information to Congress | National Bank is necessary to their prosperity,

on the state of the Union; not t» recommend | I shall submit in all humility to that chastise-

any legislative measures; no he finds his au-
thority in his cath to defend, preserve, and
wrotect the Constitution of the United States;
Lu distinctly claims to derive substaniive pow-
er from the terms of his oflicial oath. A claim
unprecedented, astounding, unlimited, and
illimitalile.  He 1s to defend, preserve, and
rotect the Constitution. And a¥ the Senate
lmd passed a resolution, which, in the opinion
of the kixecutive violated the Constitution, he
conceives it to be Lis duty to come here and
| correct it. W hat other violations of the Con-
siltution will he undertake to correct? If the
Supreme Court shall, in his opinton, transcend
| the Constitution, wiil he not go there also and
control thery? Sir, said Mr.'S. with the sword
in one hand, and the purse in the other—with
the possession of all Ioxecutive power, and
with the treasures of the pation, which he says
Congress cannot divest hiim of, together with
the right and duty, under his oath of affice, to
viidicate the Constitution against all others,
cven the great co-ordimate departinents, where
| 18 the linmt of the President’s power, or his

ment from ticm, but from no other hand—no,
not even from ./ndrew the lst, acting Monarch
of the White House. I'le pcried is rapidly
approaching, when, at the ballot box, in their
primary assemblies, that people may express
more directly than they have yet done, their
opmion of my public services. Until this un-.
precedented Presidentmal attiack in the face of
the natim, it was to me a matter of indiffer-
exce whether my political life should bLe con-
tinued or not. I have been ready at all times to
sacrifice it to my convictions of duiy. TLe
approbation of iy constituents, to whom I am
bound by the strong ties of duty, and gratitude,
would indeed be at all times inexpressibly dear;
while, on the other hand, their sanction of the
assumptions of Executive powers, which
would convert this free Republic into a Go-
vernment of oNnE man, would leave not a
single wish to remain in its service. If they
desire that their representatives should be the
mere supple tool 6f the President, to do his bid-
ding, register Lis edicts, echo his royal man-
cates, and sul'mit to his chlastisement lere,

1at

this honoral:le boly, representine as
ericy.

city conducted under the eve o! tie Clief M

T'hey flatter but to deceive ths vénerabl

man whose ponularity they vainly hgpe can

3)!1 they
look with anxious expectation to thi e ol
- {'mous powers which he arrecates!-—Does Le
helieve any man weak onough to suppese  that
5o
far from being any restraint, ‘it would effectu-|

be sustained under all ¢circumstances,

when his mantle will descensl ' on his “anoin
ted ““successor.

giveto all such papers as this their proger des
tination.

[-L‘n;ﬂi‘. I do not object to the pul li
this miserable tiride again<t

ry.

stitution which may notbe so pervertedasto
render 118 exercise unconstitutional.
stance,LLe power to lay & collect direct taxes is
expressly granted in the Constitution, but a law
impo. 1 such taxes if passed  for the s;ecial
purpuse of paying the clergy of any relirious
sec't or denomination,would it be L'mtcndEtTIII.:t
the act was constitutional?. I presume not and
yetthe power to levy impost taxes is delegated
to Congress without limitation.

“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.’ |
Lrgo, if the object for which a law is enacted |
te plainly and palpably unconstitutional, it
derives no sanction from the circumstance that
the enumerated powers of Congress embrace
the subject on 'which the actis foundel. T'he |
en | intended to be achieved being a violation
of the constitution, the measure is thereby ren-

dered voil ab iriitin, & cannot be Tédeemed Wy the

perversion of a delegated powér. These are my |
opinions,’ the truth of which is canable of clez

demonstration by a variety of illustrations
drawn from the Constitution, but at present,
I forbear to enlarge the discussion on this point.

[n this light I view the censtruction but by

the President on his power of removal from

olffice. He scems to have discovered a new

“ource fromn which he mmay derive new execu-
live powers, in contravention of the Constitu-
tion and Laws of the country. Hedare not
thrust his hand into the public chest by a dire.t
act but Le has eflected the object by indirect
means. ' ‘I'lie Secretary ofthe Treasury, who
reiused to bend his neck te the yoke of execu-
uve power and to make himself the instru-
ment of violating the solemn obligaticns of law
at the dictation of the Chief Magistrate was
unceremoniously kicked out of oithee and ano-
ther substituted “in his place, with a more
,:!iu:lt conscience, who stood ready to do the
dding of the President, 10 whose will alone
he professed to owe obedience and to whose au-
thority Le felt himself responsible. - e thus
opened an avenue through which he has marc!i-
cd up to the public Treasury, seized on its con-
tents and dustributed the money collected fron
the People, and placed under the control oi
their Representatives, throughout the country,
10 be used for the beuefit of his favorites and
iriends, and who doubtiess stand in need of
soine assistance in these hard times.* It is
thus,. by indirection the President has per-
verted a granted power to the ui:t'nn‘fplir-muunt
of an end direculy opposed to the spirit and letter
of the Constitution. Concede the power thus
assumed, and 1t is obvious that tie President
may evade and effecwally prostrate the exXpress
provisions of the Constitution and Laws inade
in purruance .thereof.  In  support of thee
views, and to show to what extent the power

|

should be bound to the car of some Imperial
Dictator. - :

Thére does not appear to be a disposition, in
the House at the other end of this building, 10
arrest the inroads of arbitary power; there the
edicts of the kxecutive are registered, and
his acts are defended h‘y the force of party de-
cipline, regardiess of* their injurious effects on
the great interests of the country; and | repeal

the question, what would be the condition of ofhicers in the Courts of LLaw or the Heads of |

the country but for the salutary intervention of
that -Senate which .has become the object of
K xeculive . venreanme, and which he now
sceks to destroy by denanciations and appeals
to the sympathies of the people, foundel on his
past services and personal popularity? “Sir, is
there a single power granted in the Constitu-

of appointment and removal from office may

be ubused, | will state a single case arisine un-
. : o

der the Constitution,

The President 1s vested with power tonon-
inate, and by and with the advice and consent
of the senate to appoint-the Heads of the several
departments of the Government, but Congress
may by law- vest the appointment of interior

de artment. Suppose Congress, under this ex-
press grant of power should vest the Secrctary
of the T'reasury with the power to appoint all
the clerks in his department! Well, sir, the
Secrelary acting under the authority of the

world the libe! \which is aime«d at the very exis-

tence of this branch of the Federal (}anern-,

ment.  What man is their who would tamély
subinit 1o the dictation of his calumniator, and
make himself the mstrument of hiz own dis-
grace, by circulating under Lisown sanction, a

Libel on his character? None—no, not one. And |

yet this is the modest request which the Presi-
dent has made to the American Senate from
whose solemn decisions he has made this.ap-
peal to the people of the United Stut®s! [
throw back the lil.el into 4he hands of il:-:;m*h-
less infatuated author, who has sent it M re to
rsult the NSenate, and agsail its 1 PGP TGt e @t
tion; and let him, it he clooses, take his appeal
through the corrupt medium of his prostitued
pre<s. -

Mr. President:  Waivinge any additional re-
marks which might well e called for by the
ovcasion, kcr the preseat, Ishall resum> my
scat after offerin the miotion 1 indicated when
I rose, “'Fhat this paper, sent to. t'.e Senatc
by the Presidentof the United Siales, be not

i received.”’

Mr. 5PRAGUE rise to make a very few ob-
servations upon the extraordinary paper just
recad, more in grief than in ancer; for whaey-
cr feelings iight. be excite ] on ordinary occa-
sions; by such assumiptions and assaults, ho
thought that on an occasion like the presant, in
relation to a document coinine from such a
source, and calculated to produce such an eifect,
if sustained, on the institutions of the country.
ail other feeiings should be merged in those of
salemn and deep regret. The claimns of Exec-
tive power set forth in that document, if admit -
ted and established, would leave no other De-
partmentof this Government than a sinysle Fx-
ecutive. What does the Presilent sav: [le
asserts that all Iixecutive power is vestel in
hin—that he is responsible for a'l the acts of
cvery public officgr—that all right, aulliority
an'l power, given them by the law, is, am
ust be, vested and embodied in him, as head
andd fountain of all—that he stands, therefore,

| as the sole K xecutive officer, all others being
merged in him. In what language did e ﬂ;mnk ‘

of the Sccretary of the Treasury? “H s Se-
cretary;” ““One of nis Secretaries.” Thus the
Secretary of the "reasury is designated as the
Secretary of the Prezident, anid not the Socre-
tary of the law.  All the Secretaries are IS
Secretaries; the Major-General of the Army is
his Major-General; the Captains in (e Nav v
are pais Captaing, and all the civil officers of (he
&overnnmentar: ins olicers—his instrioments
«8 denominated inanother part of this document.
The forty thousand officers in the Blue Book
are HiIs othcers—ius instruments —yyr army
—10 do 11rs l;itl.lmg, a8 11 creatures —know -
i o law but rirs will,.  Did not this corpes-
pond with what it was known that Fe had said
to the' Piladelplia committen, as well as to
otl.ers, when We spoke of thi:
‘Wy Goveriment? Yeis'r, uy Government!
fl'i:iu: {zovernment 1s vy Gm’urnmuut,. and uli
itsotficers mvy officers ! ! “I Avtrurp Srare”’

Haying thus embodie | all Executive }mw;ar
in a single individual, what does he arrocrale as

L |
(:m‘f-rmnunt, as

law, ruakes out a list of his clerks carefully
selected, and is about to instal thein into office.

tion which the President has not assuiped and! In the meun time however, the President re-

exercised’ I kncw ¢l none, except that he has
not, as yet, followed the example ofohe of the
Kings of England, takea his seat armong the
‘i 8, to control their judicial decisions.
I'lis seems to be the only power which the Pre-

* sident has not grasped; 1o tom,'ate the over-

throw of all the other departments of the Go-
vernment. By the frequent and unlimited ex-
ercise of the veto power, he has concentrated in
himself the entire legislative ‘authority of the
country. We may, it is true overrule his veto
by a majority of two-thirds in both Houses of
Congress; but who is there among us, with

- the Blue Book in his band, exhibiting the im-

mense patronage of the Chief Magistrate, com-
bined with the weight of his personal influeuce,
‘t}nt does not see and feel the ir::‘l.(mihillitv of

Htaining a unien of opinion of two thirds of
ingt any measure which Has the

never has and never will occur in the T -‘

!
|

ceives from his underwriters who unilertale to
manage the afluirs of State, another list of
names more acceptable to thein which they re-
commend lor their fidelity to the Jackson cause
~—may. he not send this new list to the Secreta-
rv wilth his instructions—*“here, 8ir, 1s a list
ot clerks for your department ! ”?* 1fthe Soecre-
lary should reply as 5::1 tLe late unfortunate in-
cumbent, ““Sir, Congress has given me {l,e
power of making these appointmente—I| have
lnade my selections, of men every way qualifi-
od, and m whose integrity I have the utmost
confidence—the places are therefore filled *
Why sir the President following out the for-
mer example, would add, “Sir, 1 do not mean
to control you in the execution of a duty confi-
ded 10 you by law—1I leave you to act accor-
ding to your own judgiment in this matter—
but if you do not appoint my list of clerks, you
will have the goodness to walk out of owce

* “I will take care of the State Banks.”

i

dente:d doctrine, this

press terms that “Congress cannot take out of

custody of the public preperty,
out an assumption o
subversion of
fution.”

warmest frieinds on this floor, or in the coun

on the suliject of ti.e
on’
the deposites were received, they were st

subject to the control of .Cuné:res.ﬂ.y yo
sisted by some that the removal itself

ced the monevs under the
it was re

z _ A. Jackson. | ed witl ¢

belonging essentially to the Executive? He
claims in this document what never hefbre was
hearl in this country; he had gone beyond any
who ever claimed extraordinary power for the
F.xecutive, when he said that underthe consti-
tution, the President must have possession of
all the public property and all the public mo-
ney ! | |

Not content with advaneing this unprece-

loc: astounding claim, ouce, he
repeats it in another form, and declares in ex-

the hands of the Execcutive Department the
: , Or money with-
‘ h_xﬂg:ulrve power, and a
the first principles of the Cousti-
He bad gome farther than even his

_ L frie iry..
What did the gentlemen say, ‘when the llﬂllu{n

‘ public deposites was poine
They told us, said Mr. S. that, altfg::;h

It was ir_.-

o o
wer

ted and reiturnlt:)d; we were |§T;::

e idea that Congress might by legis-

i

“do, the
sovereignty ofthe several States of the Confed-
It might Le an appropriate document
for the coluinns of a certain n>wspaper in this

gistrateand supported by L xecutive palronage;
itis well su'tad to the atmostplieie of the place,
and was doubtless concocted by the panders of
cilumny and detreciion who surround the Pre-
si.lent, and sacrilice at the altar of hisambhition.

I adimonish the President to

They may suit the state of Lls offi-
cial editor and through that medium, muy
mect the public gaze, and receive their meri-
ted cendemnation: Lefore the tribunakiof Ihﬂ*

the Sﬂiﬂ, but F

"I will never conseat th t it :hill stséin our
Journals or remain on the files of our Secretu-
It is bad enouch to be ¢landered and ca-
lumniated by the Chief Magistrate and his
For in-|servile minions but it is. still' micre oftensive to
the moral sénse of mankmd, wlea we are |
gravely asked to receive and promulgate to the

il N Dl'

s1re, that he is to support the Constitution
A understands if; notas the judiciary expoun
it; not as Congress declares it, but as np |
| dividually shall understand ‘it.  And

-

e | theretore he mast correct it.  He asserts th
touched but by imneachment.

an:d arainst the Piesident wielding the eno

- { tmpeachment s any security against him

ally shield hiin from res;onsil il'ty and ur
mnadversion, if he could thereby gax tie tu

eitheg, or both express opinions against |
form of an impeachment

then enters into an argument to prove tiiat it
unautihorized.

tions.  Nir, the expressions of opinion on {

sumed powers not granted by the Constitutior

thie Senafe as uncovstiti.tional!
'sage of March, 1833, but a little more than

year since, he declares that

elhooe..

ney of‘the People, without being ¢

{rial.
itself; 1s it not filled, saturated, with declara
tions that the Senate has violated the Constitu

tions agaimst this body, he is making it a mat
ter oi grievous complaint-that the Senate La
simply expressed an opinion that he has tran

| was a reselution introduced in the Senate som

his friends, have ever denounced it as an as
sumption of .unconstifutional power. It wa
the.resolution of a Senator from North Car

Branch,) which T will take the liberty
to the Senate, [t isas follows:

[Mr. S. here read the preamble and resolu-

tion relative tothe Panama nmission. |

made. I am not aware that it ever was ques

to- express its opinion. ‘T'his protest assert
lerislative, nor designed
lerislative act,
that? How doesh2 know that it wasnot iatende

body cannot pass a resolution for the
of preventing an evil preceedent.
not the Senate have said, on this occas on
that it expressed and recorded
probation,” lest the act of the

pur

usurpation’ We have seen how
to enlarge executive power are urged upon us.

Silent acquiescence has been again and again

speak; and if they do not speak, silence is pre-
sumed to be approbation and support, If pre-
cedents were needed to sustain our course, |
might cite the proceedings in relation to the
Seminole war; | might also'cite the resolution in
the other House in relation to the Panama
mission; but it is unnecessary now to dwell fur-
ther upon this topic.
T'here isone part of this protest to which it is
roper that 1 should advert, The President
seen fit to sot forth, at full length, certain
legislative proceedings in  particular States,
which might be supposed to have a bearing on
individual members of this body.—He has
done me the Konor to refer to my vote u this
occasion, and to my having advocated the reso-
lution, and then detailed certain proceedin
of the State—no not of the State, but‘of the
islature. Sir, all | need say to the tenant
of the White House is, that, if the Secretary
of the T'reasury is claimed by him. to be A/s
Secretary, | am not his Senator. | recognize
no right 1 the Presidentof the United States
 lecture me on my Senatorial duties, whai-
ever power he may claim over Ais trembling

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc4925_scm13073-0896.jpd

pretentions to carry it into practical effect:
ke is to see that the Constitution is preservad!
lie has told us on a formeroccasion, by nies-

| now,
because the Senate has passed resolut’'ons ex-
pressive of its opinions, he comes jorward and
says it 13 1n violation ot the Constitution, and

it is acting judicially, and that he is not to be
Impeachment!

houses of Congress, so that they could not
alurming encroachment, unless in the solemn

He assumes that the daclaration of the Sen-;
ate 1s a criminal procedure against him, and

Ile might as well assume that
It was piracy, and after calling it by a filse
name, reason upon it from his own aﬂsumr

)

part of the Senate, that the President had as-

is said to be a judicial senteace without notice
of trial, and witlout the previous formalities
required by the Constitution; and yel this saine
President has Leretofore denouncell an act of |
Was that in
him a:judicial sentence? Inan Executive mes-

a resolution of the
Senito 1s unconstitugional, and therefore, he
would make no more nominations to certain
~tMr. B. thenread-the nicssage.] Hore
sir is a de laration that the Senate hLas acted
unconstitutionally; and vet, althouch, the Pre-
silent may declare we huve violated the Con-
stitution i restraining his powers, th: Senate
may not presume, to express an. o} inion with
regard to the President’s siczinz upon the mo-

mrged with
Imnn;__-:Prnnnuuru:lajudit.:iul « ntence without
Lake this very document,, this. protest

tion” Is itnot almost wholly denunciatory’'—
And at the wstant in the document in which
he isuttering these ‘accusations and denuncia-

scended the limits of the Constitution.—There

years siice, sinlar in its principle and éffect to
this which is so much complained of, and yet
I am not aware that the President, or any of

olina, not now a member of the Senate, (Myr. [ encroachiments, as enemies and calymniators—
10 read

| Here the President announced thet he had
accepled the invitation to take a part in the
Panama Congress, and that Ministers would
be copnmissioned; i consequence of which the
declaration in the resolution just read was]|

tioned that it was competent for the Senate so

that the resolution to which it relates is not |

a8 the foundation ofany
How does the president know

to lay the foundation ofa bill for t(he res'o-.tion
of the deposites’ He undertakes to say that this |

Might

its disap-
executive
might be drawn into a dungerous precedent:
Might it not be deeme:l important to prevent
the effects of silent acquiescence in Executive

wrecedents |

construed into the approbation of executive
measure, and i'ut the Senate is not permitted to |

gs | the cries for relief

of the paper under every aspect. Instead of

they will seek one Letter fitted for such a
service. : |

Thatthere are such to le found in some
parts of the country, we have pregnat evidence
around us. We see members of Congress
opanly avowing that they were elected as

ackson men, and pledged to support all. his
measures, reserving to t=emsclves no exercise
ol reason or judgment, or conscience or know -
ledge.  Twas not elected as Jackson’s man; |
am nof g man; I am no man’s man. I was
elected to perform my legislative functions, ac-
coriding to my own cenviclions of duty, after
he niost mature and delibernte reflection; and
[ have done so-- I have sought no personal ag-
grandizement; I have not l'owed the knee to
Baul; and I will not now submit to this new
prerogative of Presidential animadversion. |
am aware that the President disclaims having
reierred to the acts of these State Legislatures,
arithe votes of the Senators here, for any
vtier purpose than as a mere matter of history—
mercly as a chronicler of the times. He has
selected these -particular portions of modern
history, not with a view of assailing a co-
ordinate branch of the Government; not with
a purpose of attacking particular members, or
enGeavoring to hold them up in array against
their State Legisiaturcs—oh no! that would Le
unworthy the Chief Magisirate, and disrepu-.
table to- his station; but these selections are
made merely as matter of taste, or as specimens
of his style as an historian. It is merely because
they belong to history. What a pity it is, sir,
that he should rict have given us some other
specimens of historical writing—some narra-
tive of facts, not quite familiar to the pulilic;
for these which he has selected are the same
which have appeared, almost daily for the last
three months, in- the vituperative columns of
the official Organ, Would it not have been
as well, sir, if lie had given us something ol
the secret history of those resolutions—the
source from which*they ¢ » the initiated’
few to whom they were first communicated,
the caucusses in which they were decreed, and
all the modus operandi by whigh private judg-
ment was suldued by Executive and | arty
dis:ipline? This weuld, indeed, have enti ht-
ened the public, and aided their understan ing
of his favorite selections of modern history.
He might have furnished us, too, with. much
curious reading, if he had chronicled the pro-

- | ceedings of his upper and nether cabinets. But
-| I take leave of the historian '

The President, after making his
this body, and arrogating te himself
nary and unlimitted powers, attempts to enlist
- | the sympathies of the Public, under the base-
s | less pretext that the resolution oi the Senate 39-
- | sailed his rrivale character. He dwells on Ins
great public services, and ‘pronounces his own
eulogium. It is the old expedient. ‘I'hus has
it been in ages when the successful warrior
thirsts for supreme dominion. He appeals to
the People, recurs to his past services, points
- |10 his wounds, to the dangers he has braved,
s | the victories he bas achieved, denounces those
- { who would expose his ambitioh, and resist his
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and appeals to the dear People, if they can re-
| fusc any thing to.such an ‘injured” benefactor.

Will they not, from. gratitude and sympathy,
Iurush the Constitution, and permit him to rule
as uncontrolled master? |
There is a .closing sentiment in this extra-
ordinary document, in which I most cordially
concur. Itis, that government ought to be
known only by the blessings it diffuses; like the
- | dlews of Heaven, it should be seen and felt only
i the freshness and beauty which it spreads
over the fair surface of creation. And how is
“MY Government” now seen and felt? Look
abroad upon this wide extended land—see its
green fieldswithered by the blast of oppression;
the bread of industry snatched from the mouth |
of labor—Hear the piercing cries of widows
and orphaws; the supplications, the execrations,
which daily and hourly come to us from all
classes, and occupations, and pursuits, upon
that heartless and 1ron-handed despotism,which
has struck down their prosperity, blasted their
hapes, crushed them to the earth, and there st
bolds them in torture and agony, in its unre-
lanting and unrelaxing grasp—and then hear
the arbitrary author ul‘u‘l-l this wide-spread ry-
in_and heart-rending misery, calmlly tells us
| that governiment should be, like the dews of
Heaven, scen and felt only in the beauty and
ireshness which it diffuses I'!

Such is his theory, and such is his practice!
It is another illustration with what effrontery
iron-hearted oppression can put forth preten-
| sions (o mildness and benignity.

Mr. Frelinghuysen next addressed the Sen-
ate as follows: - Mr. President, while I retain
any respect for myself, or just recard for the
sacred trusts committed to our care, I cannot
cansent to roceive this document. It is a most
extraordinary proceeding, and will form an
ora in American history.  Ilere, sir, while the
country is groaning under the consequences of
a rash Iixecutive experiment—while banks are
breaking all uround us, the busy hum of cheer-~
ful industry silenced and labior in absolute want
of employ ment—all the bitter fruits of Kxecu-
live nterference with the public credit—when
' | come up m daily supplica-
tion—when the le had a right to expect
some allevation of their distress, from this ad-
Aunistration, what do we heary A lecture of
an hourand a half read to tho Senute of the U.
States, for daring to guestion the authority un-
der which this blow at our prosperity has becn
inflicted? Sir I am opposed to the reception

l
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F other matters containet

spirit of our Constitution. Z%e Peopl
presented by the State and National depart-
ments of government,
government with one great class of interests—
and the national with another and more gencers
al class.
Emcntativcs, are responsible not to.eachother,

to semd instructions to them.
the late acts of the Executive and the course of
those who endeavor to sustuin him, learnc

much ofwhat never was democracy—theexpc
sition that I have just attempted, I'believe tole
of its' sound and pure doctrines, and by such

fecl themselves {o be misrepresented
state legrislature, in their instructions.
ther this be the judgment of the majority, mut
await the resul(s of future trial, and 1 cheerfu.-
ly leave it to that investigation.

e e o S S

reserving barmony: amire tle oo,

5 yariments d'ﬂn Li..t".l ﬁn:ﬁnt, s uhé- :
"L‘ht‘ Q“ti\rﬂl‘lli'*rld Hllui.lap;' { PR
cannot be otherwis.. (ons.der,amcien; |
laints of the 1'r¢ i cut. | |

C he mial.csis thattle 1e 3
imputes tobim a Licachor ilie Cortug,,
the United States, and yet, I core b ¢oruny
nication rcaches its scecond page, le uyers et
the Scnate have themiselves violated that mstry-
ment. ‘F'Le whole paper is interiarded wj,
charges of {lagrant inrvads. Now, sir, it we
receive the paper what else can we do but .
aflirm our powers and their rightful exercise
in the subject-matter of'the resolution; angd u:
bear such criminations between the Senae
and the Executive will neither
dignity nor comport with his. It will oy,
lead to unhappy and unprofitable collisions.
It is whelly without precedent or reason g
sustain it.

But in tle next place, I must vo‘e to reject
this paper because it is an unauthorized [ ye.
cutive iterlerence with the legislative actioy
of the Senate oi the United States.  This | y..
gard as the most scricus objection for here g
to be lound its gratest danger; as the first ..
stances ol a most extraordinury encroachmer;
upon our privileges. . ‘I'be President to relieys
hunsell‘ﬂt'Ihiu.diﬂicull}', is pleased tosay (¢
the resolution of the Senate leads to no legisl; -
tive action.  Sir how does he know this: and
what right bas he to conjecture? We are
the midst of lesislation on the very subject of
the removal of the public deposites.” Tle
House of Representatives have not vet reached
this branch of the case. They have resolyed
that the U. States Bank should not be rechar-
tered und that the deposites should not be re-
stored; but whether the removal was lawful, or
for satisfactory reasons, they have not deter-
mined. When the Secretary reports his re-
sons to Congress and when the President in-
forms us that his interference induced the re-
moval ol the deposites, have we no right (o
pronounce his interference to be unauthorized
and the Sccretary’s reasons insufticion? The
President in his message in December last
d'stinctly and officially informed us of his in-
terference: with the public mcneys—and the.
conduct of the Seecrtary of the T'reasury isdi-
rectly tracted (o Lixecutive advice and control
| —and pray, sir, have the Senate no right to
pronounce an opinicn uron this s well as all

in that message. Mr.
President what are we coming to! Are we to
be lectured, and our cocnduct made the subject

s

—

of our deliberations? :

Why, sir, on the single ground' of the con-
struction, lately given by an honotable senator
from Virginia, (Mr. Leigh) legislative action
13 not or.1v probuble, bug certain; that the Se. -
retarys rcasons must be approved & confirn ed,
by both houses ot congr:ss,or his act stands with
out legal warrant. And yet we have the Ex-
ecutive stepping in between us and o future
deliberations, and reading off his views of ur
constitutional powers and duties. Sir, it would
have been well for Lim, in charity, to’ have
i« emed our views of these great- intere s, ti e
re u.t of conscientious convictions. '

And quie as unsatisfactory is the power of
removal ¢laimed by the Presidant, over the
Heads of Departments. He relies upon a le-
%'inlatire construction of this disputed point, in

789. But let it Le remembered that the gen-
eral power of removal in the President was not
the matter brought into debate on the late reso-
lutions of the Senate; but we insisted on this
specific proposition, that, when the act of Con-
gress put the public moneys under the discretion
of the Secretary of the T'reasury, the President
did not possess the ,
full and free exercise of that discretion; much
less to suh':%‘ta his own will for the opinion
and consci of the Sccretary. S i

And, lastly: I object to this paper, Lecause
the resolution has, at least, this attribute—it 1s
as the President charges it o be, an official re-
buke of his conduct.” 1 am willing, sir, (o rest
my vote on that alone. I maintain, that we have
the right to adininister official rebuke for eve-
ry encroachment of the executive Department
and for every step that power may argue into
plausible countenance of its grasping preten-
sions. It is our solemn duly to the constitution
and the couniry, to give the warhing at every
such interference. T'hese are the prominent
reasons wherefore I cannot receive this pa-

r.
peThc President has been pleased to introduc
into this document a copy of the Preamble ane
Resolutions of the lmgmiatum of New Jersey,
mstructing her Senators. [Ile, however, dis-

claims all questioning of” onr motives or con-
duct; calls it matter of history. Sir, itis un-

worthy of the Chief Magistrate to become: the

chronicler of'the times. G rant the right to give
instructions; what has the President todo in the
malter! 1f four Senatorg have, against such in-
structious, declared the act of the President to
be unconstitutional; if the
the consequences of unpleasant collisions at
home; if they have resolved to set on their own
Judgments, and repose on the future approba-
tion of the people. Sir, it evinces how deep and

have ventured all

ervading must have been their convictions «f
iugh and sacrad duty, in declaring the late act

of the President a dangerous encroachment,
One word on these Legislative instructions.

I wish I had near me the resolutions of a pait

of the people of my State, lately adopted. T'hey
contain, in my humblé judgment, the true dec-
trine. T'hey resolved, that the members of the
State Legislature at home, and of the Congre:s
here, are alike servants of the People; deny
that servants can instruct servants, and that,

east of all, can they accord to the domestic le-

gislators the right of instructing members cf
Congress as 1o their more extensive pullc
duties.

This, T believe to be the pure democratic
¢ are 1¢é-

T'hey entrust the State

We, in Congress, and our State Re-

ut both to the Pcopic. And we, therciore, ai®
ot toreceive orders from the Legislature, nr
Sir, [ have, 11

ghts I shall be guided.

Mr. President, the People of New Jersey

hy the
Whe-

FOR SALE.

FFARM pear St. Michaels, that [ purcha-
scd of William Skinner. This farin hes

on a prong of Broad Creek, and.is considered &
very healthy situation, and confains one bun-
dred and four ucres of land. "The improvements
are a framed dwellin
¥For further particwu
ham in Easton, or the suliscriber on the pre~

, bara and corn house.—
ars apply to Joseph Gra~

ises,

W. JONER

- april 22 g

me our -

of Executive commentary in the known course

wer of interfering with the .




