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the effect on the public mind, in reference l:-r.sll
(he bank, which may, be priduced by the re-
currence of such visitations.  In the progress
of the controversy waged with the bank, a few
new matters of detail may perhaps have been

alloged against it since the reportof the fcrmer following terms:

-ommittee; but many of the matters of general
inculpation now brought forward, are those
gifted to the bottém by that committee, and
none of them possess a novelty and importance, |
farnishing, in the jthl.guwnl of the undersigned,
an equitable ground for a new investigation. I
{s there to be no end to visitations; The House
has the undoubted right to institute them as of-
fen as it pleases—every yearand every month;
but if they are multiplied unreasonably, the
directors of the bank, as it scems to the under-
signed, are not, to be blamed, if at length they
put themselves upon their rivhts,decline to be-
come voluntary parties to these investigations,
and submit to them ouly as far as the charler
requires. ‘

These considerations led the undersigned to
the opinioa that the Committee of the Directors

of the bank were justified in the coursc adopted |

by them on this occasion. 1f, on.a questionof
law so grave and delicate, the Committee of
the Directors should have come to.an errone-
ous conclusion, ( which the undersigned, how-
ever, do not admit to be the case) it would
scem an undue ﬂc-verii}' to consider and to treat
such error in judrmentas a contempt of the

{tnflmrﬂy of the House. 3
6. This reflection leads the undersigned to a
fow observati~z: on the various calls for copies
or portions of the hooks, statements, documaents
abstracts, and other papers, which, at diferent
rimes. were-made on the bank by resolutions of
tho Commitiee. These resoiutions were numer-
015, and covered a‘wide range of inquiry of the
most miscellaneous character. A portion of
them are believed to call for documents, in
wlole or in part, already commuaicaied to |
Longress, anil published; another por jon rela-
ting to.matters which could not be stated with- |
:nd a resort to |

“out great labor of compilation,
sourcas of knowletlge not necessarily nor of-
ficially in the posscssion of the bank. Some of |
the calls referred fo mattera with Tespact o]
‘which no desire of ¢oncealent could, on any |
hypothesis, be imputed to the bank;others re-

lated to. concerns (as the dindersigned will

L]
[}

|
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Bank of the United States, and the correspon- | them the entire authority of the House, sending

dence of Members of Congress with officers of

the bank. e
Une of the resolutions alluded to is in the

quiring the production ofévery
have written on
will prebabhl
“«Resotved, ‘That the President and Directors Yight in whic"“:
of the bank be requested to furnish the- com-lare regarded by those aga
mittee with copies of all correspondence be- | aimed, if any such thcre be. :
tween the President of the bank, or any ufitsi The undersighed would make a reflection
officers, and Members of Congress, or «f unan-:somewhat sinular, in reference to the callfor
sivered letters 10ceived from any one of thein | the amount oifees il to counsel for legal ad-
since the first day of July, 1832, touching the | vice viven to the ‘I:mk, and the accommoda-
ronewal of the charter ot the bank, the remo- tions receivéd at the bank by editors and pub-
val or restoration of the public deposifes, or|lishers of newspapers and periodical works. it
touching the business transactions -of su¢h | will not be denied that there is an imputation of
members with said bank.” ' corruption in calle like these; for it cannot be
Another of the resolutions aliuded to7is in the | pretended that, merely as a part «fthe business
following terms: transactions ef the bank, the sumns which would
“Resolved, T'hat the President and Direc- | fall under these heads, in any estimate, how-
tors of the bank be requested to furnish this|ever extravagant their amount, could be of
committee with a detailed stateruent of all loans [any interest to Congrress. Why, then, arethey
made since the first of January, 1828, to indi- | singled out” There is, of course, in coil:cting
viduals who then were, who have been since,!ihe vast amount of debt constantly falling due
and who now are, members of ‘Congress, sta- | to the bank, and carrying on 1is large con-
ting the amount of each loan, when the same {cerns, continued need ol

was made. for what term the security was|fessional service. Is 1t ‘ _
given, and the time when such security was | this adviceand service & having received them
k |to pay for them’ Is the profession of the law

received: and also the security which the ban ‘ ‘ |
now holds. and the amount now owing by any |fairly obnoxious to the stigma, which the reso- |
lution implies, on tliose of its members who

and each of such borrowers, or other persons es, C
¢ the benefit of such borrowers, at the bank, | transact the business of thebank? Are mere
partisan insinuations, fabricated with ail the

or either of the brancbes; and ulan'u%, also, the

particulars of any such loans, which have been | levity and cruelty of anunscru Wious prqssﬁuf -

protested, or which are now under protest, and | icient ground for the virtual denuncution and
' proscription of a whole profession? - The un:

the names of the parties to auf‘ such deits; alsc { ' e .
dersicned forbear to insist on the proteciion

the names: if any, of any such persons, whose

notes have heen renewed afier the same had be- which the law gives to the inlercourse of law-
.ome due and not’ protested or renewed, with | yer and client, and which, they believe, would |
rrntcct the bank from this search into the re-

the names of individuals, parties to said renew - J
.15, whose notes were under protest at the time [ lalons which exist belween it and couni:i em-
in transaciing its ‘business. -

Ch renewals were made; and also, whether
suth loan in each case were made by the direc- | or do the undersiened think the proiessic n of
‘ore Or otherwise, and by what authority.” *|editors and publishers, ot right, more SHT) ERNIE

The undersiened suppose it impossible to|to the imputation o! corruption, on the grouad
mistake the eeneral purport of calls like these. | of business transactions with the bank.
From their minuteness of specification, they /nature of their business reguires o ik accom-
may be supposed to aim at particular individu- modation a8 much.as any  her.  T'Lbe undcr-
als. Ofany such reference the undersigned |signed do not perceiy e . .oy are more like-

its committee to unlock their closets, and re- | na
letter they margtit
public affairs for years, they.| co
form a new conception ofthe |

the calls now under considetation | st
inst whom they werg | e

lezal advice and pro- | o
disreputable tg seek ||

The |

Com mittee of the Direc lors Wa

oilt hnnd, it were intended to address itto

<!iato its cause. It was alleged, on (ke on.e hand

lhamsclﬁ uired taexpress their opuions of | the nen'ﬁm'wh:. . But i, p.auning*.t il My {hiat Ll by the bank; and on
a portion of them. T hepy will releo:‘ first Ial* the -.'arecrlof party, they will inake the' case | thaparty delegated by the I_Ioard.anfl recog- "g be‘:;mf:lgel:g“s::m{dnble consequence |cir
those which call for information loucbin& the | their own; suppose themselves at the mercy of Ini throughout the transaction usthll‘ lﬁct'::; :rfﬁtl?e financial policy pursued by the KExecu-
| transactions of Members of Congress with the | those own in t minority, wielding against {byje Committee of the House. If, on the ltive. The unders nalpi:rishcd to make this the

(he books ultimatcly belonged, | tirst, as it was infinitely the most imporiant

'tl{:l :i::: ‘lhat it should -have gone to the object of their investigations; 10 reccive the tes-
ition. | e limt_:my of Fnllp_htet}ed meT( B 45

e written answer of the directors (afier | business, 1n the intelhigent me;lcun '};l'n'r p
(o their itmorance, whether they should be ! which they were sent, (who might ‘ “tl ;“ﬁ
"on to testify ) expressed a puipose nc! 1o toappear before them,) us 10 tfe ex ;:n s
tedfv to the matiers of the inquiry, in mnsnl&t;:?.::;iﬂr;l l;l:le*('l'lts‘tmt;:aa E:fgve‘ﬁg;‘ ‘lﬁe v
B mtin o iy S anorutoe ai l!vltl‘i- well persuaded it would most cheerfully have

ther own relation to it, as corporalors and
regors.  But as noné otthe person

wte requited
acpal refusal

ol

thjundersigned | ;
bythe directors against the authority of the

Huse.

‘he undersigned are aware |
tW process valil in its object, substance, form,

al) service, it
bok or books
! Imlucc.

tl} opinion, that a de
the bank, showing ti

ividual witl
v

td make.

ton which the

#orized to make; and the by-laws which have
\een in Ercn {rom the foundation of the in:titu-

tpn, forbid a «

&r the quesic

(azed in this
The

are without accurate knowledge; and nothing |ly than any otler cass Ceitizens o be corruplt-
is further from the. design than to impute to |ly inf'te wed by the - accomunoilions they rg-
their colleagues the pursuit of any unparliamen- |ceive.  |f they were, it is doubttul. a4 matter
tary or improper object. offact, whether, with an exciusive ey e to the

‘They cheerfully concede to them what they {accommodations aiforied by all (he banks in
claim for themselves, to have acted with a sin- | the country,and to the influrnces urder which
¢le eye to the public duty, in their apprehension | they are dispensed, 1t would bLea betier calcu-
of it. But the undersigneil are free to confess, | lation at the present day, to delend or to attack
that they Yaeard the undeniable purport ot re- {the Bank of (he Uni el Stater., One thingis,

solutions like those repeated, as highly oh;jec-'cvrluin,llmt the editcr wio detends the R.u;é
wsidered i

(ionable. They seem to them to convey alofthe United Statés may be co
ceneral insinuation out of place, atove the re- | from the suspicion of havingan eye to political

patronage, a source of corruption, \v Lien abaised,
as powerful, tosay the lcast,as tlie favor ol a
mere menayed institution.

rjon of the partisan press. , The charge sug-
gested is that of bribery and corruption,so com-
mon as to authorize a general saarch: . This i8]
a crimie, unguestionably, which, may, if suf- |
ficient grounds exast, be rightfully charged . on
any director of the bank, or member at Con-

r

I~

views on the laststep which was tukenr by he

committee towards the dischar_e ¢f their duty;

be objec
‘here is noth

tempt.

the Ilouse, a
Obedience to
fully issued)

Cobstadcles and
' tain its lerality, must maintain: the power ol

7. But the undersi-n d hasten loexpress (heir | enlorcing it.

- . - ‘. ' b
1l e tll.-»u”c\ 5

| %1- Arms be sent to attach the directors: Shall

tly, no contempt, (mplming an actualre-
would have been suu

‘ch in tender regard to tle rig |
ofthird persons, it would have been expedient{bank has been

So sacred i3 the confidence of individuals deal- | researc
igr with the bank, that the charter exempts the
to of their accounts from the weekly inspec-

if', to inspect the cash accounts ¢

ro require the due 1ors lod

1;' hous2, coavey throwsh the pubiic street,
d open for inspection in the chauv.ers ol a

Ibtel, the boc k contiining the

adividnal with 1

dite the purpose of putting: to th.e severest test

1 the power of the House, 1
the bank, and the patynce o
wrties, wlose
proceslure. |

previous demands of .the committee,
laving assumed the form of requests, could on-
ted toin t!

ized 10 inquire, may not req _
may not be refused. T'he law knows nothing
of requests; their refusal puts no one in con-
But the process now under considira-
tion assumes the form of a legal and co:
eory instrument,

s summonex | affort _ ould ;
the cominittee to testify, no| whole course in the difficult and (rying posi-

ify took place, and consz | tion into which it has becn thrown; =2 {rom
4 | all other persons, on whom the commitice

which | would have had a right to call, their testimony
as to the manner in which (his measure of the
ki xecutive has been taken up and carried on.
Such an examination, the undersigned believe,
I would have been us2ful to Congress, satistacto-
ry to the people, and powerfully efficient n}
leading to the removal of the heavy burdens |
now lying on them. ‘T'his nl-feut first accom-
Jlished, as it was the first in the precepl of the

mand for the credit books huum, the undersigned would have proceeded |
e accounts of every |to censider the violations of the charter; and
was the last|as the resolution of the House does not confine

hts & feelings | the inquiry to those violations with which the
charred, they would have

deemed thamse!ves authorized to extend their
hes to those of which the bank compiains,

by
tn test

1y contermpt,
as committed

do not admit) w

hat, supposing

was 1patter of indifference, as
the directors were required by |
DBut they cannot but express

1+ the nstitution,

| particularly to removal of the depesites for re:
sons not’ deened satifactory by Coapgress, as|
 now appears ol record on the journal of .one of |
the House of Congress. If, afier these inqi-
ries had been gone through, it had still appear- 'l
ed, on considering the other matters compre-

hended in the resolution, that they required or |
1

Secretary of the Treasury 1s au-

t

S

lirector, without special author-
f indiy vduals.
ske oo the bank-{adinitted further investigation, the undersign-
ed would cheerfully have co-operated in the
legally received or compelled from any ~other
quarter. 1f;in the progress of such an inves-
tigation, SO conducted, disclosures had been
made of matter requiring or authorizing any’
further procedure on the part of the House, the
‘undersigned would not have becen behind the
| most zealous of their associates, in denouncing
it to the House and the country. A different
view of their duty was, however, taken by
their colleagues, resuitin.r in‘a ‘series of mea-
sures, from which the undersignhed unfortunate-
ly forind themszlves obliged to dissent. . |
flow was it natural that sach &n inquiry
shiould be imet by the bank, or rather by thase
lw ho have been entrusted by the stocklolders
I‘. withits direction; i e hank isa legal abstract
——"1'o charge the bank with bribery and Cor-i
ruj.tiony is to use words which heve'no accurate |
meani g, truc ov {:ds2. I'he party pnplicated
is the directery aud ofiicers; mea of character;
can' Le compelied against all | men known to the commmty as soime of itsi
opponents, and those who main- | most useful members and brigliest ornaments; |
'l men of probity, unimpeached in private life,—
Some of them wre merchants, whose word, m |
the most important tran-actions,  would' be|
deemed as cood ag their ' ond; and others are

rccount ofevery
he bank, would seem to Imh-{

richt i3 concerned, what
he obedience of
[ innoceat third
s vital interests inight be jeopar-

m of

weir spirit and tendency.
ing which a committece author-
uest, which, . such

y the scal cf

nd - the signatnre of the clerk.
such dn mstrument (if it is law- |

! npul-
authenticated Ly

How shall it be enforeed, 1n case
d and resisted. Shall the Sergeant

dignified tonie’ which characterizes the f::nmm-.u
nications of the Committee of Directors ..

. and which would have illustrated its|directors
contem
baving respectfully ‘declibed to submit their

| books for inspectin, except as required by
charter. ;

lwerd

'day for the purpose of resigning, as

cumstances like these, is, to the undersigye,

a satisfactory indication of their integrity gy,
conscious purity. Tley have placed themse)ye,
where, as American citizens, conscious of {le;,
rights, of théir injuries, and of their innocence
hants and men of | they had a right to place themselves, under (] &
rot

ection of the law.

Firmly believing that they arc innocent o

the crimes and  corruptiofls with which they
have been char D{‘, & ﬂ'ql. if‘guil‘l}',umy ﬂu-gh.
not {o be compelled to criminate themselve:
the undersigned are clearly of opinion tlut {1

of the Lank havé’ beén guilty of
of the uuthority of this House, iy

=7

All which 19 re:llf;)clfull submitted by

EDWA EVERETT,
WILLIAM W. ELLSWORTH
House of Representatives, 22d May, 1831,

TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS.
FIRST SESSION.

Monovay, Jusre 2,
IN SENATE.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITI -

TION.

The special order of the day leing My,

Bibb’s resolut.on to amend the Constitetion of
the United States, o far as relates to the eloc-
Ftion of President and Vice President, were ta

ken up;and Mr. Bibb, after concluding Lig
speech on the subject commenced sone days
ago,submitte:d somne verbal amendments wiiich

E’lﬂnilli i |

M- Benton thien moved (o refer the resole-
rons a9 amended to a select committee, tocou-
ist of five members, which motion having b een

carried the following gentlemen were chosen

_ . . by ballot:
work resort 10 {o every source of IIIfUTHH].lH]'I"I, | . \lf“ﬂ!‘t Bibh. Be:
- e g ] s

"and Forsyth.

iton, Webster, Callioun,

RESTORATION OF THE DEPC.
-- * SITES.

Mr. Clay moved to postpone the previons

orders, amd to take up the joint resolutionssut -
mitted by Lim some days since, on the reme. "
val of the public deposites from the 'Bank ot
the United States, and their future -disposition,

Mr. Brown called for the Yeas and Nays on

'the question;, which were acconldingly ordered,
and it was decided in the aflirmative—Yeis
24, Nays, 16.

T'he resolutions were taken up an] pnss&L
HOUSE OF REPRSENTATIVES.
As soon as the Journal was read —
'I'he Speaker rese and addressed the Heuse us

follows: .
Gestrexes: I have attended in persca to
ﬁln, the

ofhice of Speaker of this House with which |
have been honored for the last seven years, and
of announcing to you the fact, that I have this
day communicated to the Executivé of Vir-

cinia my resignation as one of the Representa-
tives froin that State in the present Congress.

presently Row) involving the hizhest conli-
Jence of individuals, and not to be "divalged,
excert under legal compulsion, without the

erress; but which the undersigned regarid as far
too cerious to be thus (:hu:'::ﬂd without such
strong grounds, for presuthption. It is true
that it might secem gratuitous, 1n the under-
fthe Direc- | sigmed, to be over forward in repelling such a
charge. In the existing division oif parties,
they and their political £1ends are not found on
terms: that side oi'ghe House whicly it was necessary
Pesolied. That the Board do not feel them- _'.l_i.'r {he _!uink !.u buy or bribe. Th2 honarable
e _ | and’ bigh-minded nien who compese the ma-

gselves at libertv 1o comply with the require- | iority in the ifouse, politically attached to the
~s of the Committee of | Administration, and opposed to the bank, do

ment o TEM L

[nvestization of the 3% ult. and st instant, | MO8 C t the aid of the undersigned to show the
= . , ; A ; N

and do not think they. ar¢ hound to do o, Inas- | oh reters.—But something unguestional 1y is

much as, in respect toa

-t of the prrers cul- | due to the general reputu'tirm of the 1vwvo Houses
led for, the effect would o the saine as the

of Congress. If individuals  are, on “clefr
surre:1or of their hooks ant naners toa secrel
of this bighest bieuch of privelege, let the in
hev rel: ers- eyer,wineh o - ; : -
part, they relate to matl goor Eum he | 5i the House; and the guilty punished. But let
e impossible for tham to and anonymous delation.

grossest | roachof faith.
The answer of the Committet o
tors to these requisitions was in the folliowing

e

| grounds, suspected of being thus corrupited; i
_ | the bauk, on reasonable grounds, is suspected
and expariz examination, h they haveal- |
r@dv relused to congent to: and a: to tie other dividuals ¢ riminated be nained; the gcharge ‘b
\ stated m frora; the culprit broucht to thé bar
hoard have nocontrol; & if they codl! oy roome not the whole bedy of both Tlouses be involved
thiese objections, und had the power over aill the in one ind’scrimnate and odious because vaguc
papcr:.'. "'_‘11‘}“ would : ; As for the call 1or the correspondence of all
«Comp! - within any rcasenable time, having
nscertained Ly a careful examination, that the
opies aud statements called for by the resolu-
tions of the 20th ultimo, alone, would require
{he uninterrupted labor of two clerks for at
least ten months, to make them out, anid that
the remaining resolutions, so far as they con-
cern matters nog beyond the reach of the Board
would require great additional time, which
t‘hi'-y are not able E‘(E’i(‘l]‘_ﬁ" to rnmput_c: wilimu.l
causing, what they fedr would be an inconve-

last two years, and particularly for copies ol
all unanswered letters; the undersigned could
not but regard 1t with painiul teelings.

fierceness of party warfare, will cease to bea

the secial charities, il the sanctuary of private

thev be brought prisoners to the seatot (rov-

bc!'

members of Congress wilth the Bank for the

0 Vil Publjc
life, already sufliciently discredited by the

pursuit for those who haye not lost all taste for

intercourse and private correspondence s to be
11vaded at pleasure, and every letter, answered
or unanswered, which may Lave been written
| by an indivdual who has the misfortune to bea
member of Congress, (for a great misfortune
under such circumstances it would be,) is sub-

in many re-:l.f%cls, the most i:ni:;u‘ln'zt of all.—-

sammew hat of the character of a subpeena duces
tacuyn,and whica thay be seein in the appenaiy,

the castern district of Pennsylvana, wa

L
sergeaut, Charles Chaun

Jjohn R. Nef, Ambrose White, Daniel W.
Cove, John Godidozd, James (. itisher. Liaw-

appear "belore the  Cermmiwen ot
I!Fpréarfitut?w;rﬂ of the Uited St |
appointed on the 4th day of April, 1834 m
their chamber in the North Awmerizan ol
in the city of Philadelphia, aund to Lringwitls
{ them the ercdit books ot sand bhaitk, on the 1041
day of May instant, at the hour of 12, M
then and there to testify tonchg t
onmmerated in the said  resolution, and to s
mit said books to said conimitiec for inspection

to be an:i
House o)

tain, «reat doubts of this process. The 1opury
alluded to in the process is, among gher (i s,
into “the abuses, corruption and Malpractices
of the bank, that is, 1i:e crimes an(ig
nors df its officers an‘! directors; anc

a major

to the matters ol - that inquiry; that is, {0 1

as the resolution of the commiltee exp ressed 1
of inquiring whether such prosccution ViIZ.
criminal prosecution)

cess just recited s intended to Le a suminens o
ity of the directors and the chiei oflicer.
of the bank, to appe:r and testify, as individuals,
newr

own crimes and misdemeansrs, with a viow,
t 4 examination on oath of the persons implicated,

a | tonching the matters whercofthey are suspec-

On the 9th day of May, a copy ota process, croment, and

Ne 47, addressed to B. S. Bonsall, Marshal ot purpose (
<corved to submit to an examination on oath,
upon Nicholas Biddle, Pre idont, IRaanuel | their own crimes and misdemeanors! A sa-
Ki’anuﬂl]' Eyre, Matibew Newkirk, John jtisfactory “answer,” consonant 10 reason ' and
ev, Johin 8. Henry, | justice, and grounded on the Constitution and

_ , i . Directors of the Ban't of tlie . United Ntates, | tee.
usticz of a general imputation uwpon their | commanding the said Bonsatl to summon ther |

n [ 1 Ao,
-.drﬁ? AT Irosad tH THhe parties

e inattcrs ¢ his papers. Unhke any of the prn?
- to-human jurisliction of- the present day, it
| in their most odious features, wentical with the |

The yndersigned entertained, and st enjor=

t{fthiilll::h!’;l- T,ltml'llﬂ”:l l
1 the pro-7 produce their books and papers, and submit

should be mstitutedi”’— | ted.
The undersigned have already argued at ten2ily,’
and attempted to show, that thie power réson vod|
in the charter, of sending a committee to inspeet

nient delay to the €ommittee of Investigation;
and they take it for granted that it would no
more comport with the views of the Commit-
- tee of Investigation to wait till so distant a
period, than it would with the rights of the
bank, to bave such a burden imposed upon it.
K the application of the Commiittee of the

House be regarded, according to its terms, «s
a mere request, it was ol course competent to
the directord respectiully .to decime a com-

li

the books and exainine the proceedings ot the
| bank, and report whether its charter had been
violated, conferred no right of compciling the
production of the books out of the bank, and the
appearance of the directors, to submit toan ex-
amination o -oath as to their innocence or guilt,
|  to ti of the unspecified crimes and misdemsanors
To search a man’s private papers, ad Lbitum, |lail to their charge.  In hke manner the un-
and even without accusation, is an’ infringe- |dersigned have expressed their decided convic-
ment of the natural rights of mankind.’ (8] tion that the general power of mquiry poseessed
Bur. 1762.) It was not the least detestable of | by the House can have no righful extension to
the cruel violations of justice and law whick |a case like this. It follows, by necessary con-

ect tobe broug' t up by the drag-nct ofa gei e-al
search. It was declared by Hir. Dunnmg, in
the famous (axe¢ of Money and_others against
l L.each, that “‘to ransack privute studies in or-
der to search for evidence, and even without a
previous charge on oath, is tontrary to natural
stice, as well as to the hiberty of the subjoct.

|

at the bar of the House, attached
for refusing to produce and bring  their Locks
ty the North American Hotel and tor avowing
which was not putto the test) not
touching |

laws of the Unite] States, must be found to
this question by all persons who maintain the

rence Lewis,J3hn Himes, and Williawn Platt, | volidity of the process issued by the comnmit- |

- "Tuat sucha process is no subpena duces |
a tho 1ac
i"‘. o ract that

e ashaw sasnne , ‘..'!li'l."l.'h ll

faldal . 10214,
PrOCess 1 Chancery,; Tequirn puriy Lo pro-
dure iz botks and  papers; for its uvowed ob-
ject is tomguire whether “a eriminal prose-
cution shall Le iustituted,” an object forawinch
tire Clancellor will require no man to pradace
sees lonown
it 18,

general warrants of the dark “awes of Fnirrhsh
iiberty, and the writs of assistance which first
kindled the spirit of resistance in the Ameri-
can Colonies. It is a compulsory process to
he good people of the United States te

them to generdl scarch'in proof of crimes, not
charged, but suspected; to be enforced by at-
tachmént, imprisonment, and infinite distress;

‘——-—n gearch of biooks,” a search of papers, a

scarch of accounts, a search of letters, and an

-

~In what does such a warrant differ from
those: which were issued under the First
Charles -and the second James, for w hich,a-
pwngr other things, Scroyrgs was impcm'hml;
and which the House off Commons, in 1763,

igtin the range and
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professional characters, who adorn the highest,
tribunals of the couniry.

But while tliere was a form, in w hich the un-
dersigned were prepared (0 meet every part of
the resolution under which the committee was
raised—the form most consonant to the wants

and wishes of the country, (1o which all other |

matters of party crimination are insignificant,
compared with the great question of the causes,
the just responsibility and tha remedies of the

resent sore distress)—the form unquestiona-
El)' in which the resolution was viewed by one
considcrable class of' those who voted for it in
the Housce—the undersignced freely admit, that,
character proposed (o be given
{06 UL iLy
of the House was not mistaken. 'I'hey think
that no candid person, coutemplating all the
circumstances of the case, from the first de-
monstiations of a policy on the part of the Jix-
ocutive hostile to the bank, down to the recent
measures, in support of that policy in the House
ot Represen'atives, will deny that its ohject
was (he overthrow ot ‘the institution, and the
impeachmento
public opinion, if not before that of the judicial
tribunals of the land, of gross malpractices,cor-
ruptions, and frauds; and that the inquiry to be
conducted by the committee, of which the un-
dersigned composed the minority, was propose

1o be one of the measures to promote that end.

So far from this being denied, the undersigned
understand it to be not only admitted, bul

claimed as a metit, on the partof the friends of!

the present Administration of the National

(zovernment.

These are the party implicatel—clharged

with a most crucl and perfidious design to bring
universal distress upon the ceuntry, for the
selfish ends; and, to promote

sake of paltry,
these ends, further charged with corrupting

fits directors before the bar of

The disso'ution, peihaps forever,of the inti-
mate associations that have existed so long bc-
‘tween us, is calcalated(to excite sentiments ol i
‘painful character. I feel it myself deeply and
unaiTectedly; and, in quitiing a station in itsel”
s0 honorable, on2 #o repeatedly conferred, and
in a manner so flattering; a station endeared
to me by so many considerations of a privale
and a public nature, I hope I may be pardon:
ed in availing myseci on this hit occasion of tak-
ing my leave of it and of you, in person; of ot-
fering you my cordial and best wishes for your
individual prosperity, and happiness, -and ex-
sressing publicly; and for the last’ tune, my

MG RN AR okt F W, probaliy (ha
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have ever filled this Chair, have enjoyed more
| of this kimdness and favor than myself; nonc
 have recoived.or will cherish it with feelings o
| warmer an:l more devoted gratitude. My"nl.

ligation grentiemen, are, indeed, deep to th e
| House, :nd go where | may or 1 whatey T
gi uations, I miy be placed, I shall continu o
the last h{fcr ol my life, to preserve and cher
Cish those $entiments ol profousl respect @
afTectionate gratitude which your long contin-
ced and unchanging kindness have so eepiy
impressed upon my heart, andewhich never can
+be impaired. -

' The duty of presiding over a great Zelibera-
tive asserably hike this, 18 no casy task. The
high and Wist'nguished character of such a
trust, and its arduous and important functions,
cannot fail to inspire any imcumbent with ajnst
distrust of his own abiuities and qualifications,
whatever they may be. DMy aduunistraticn
of its dutics for seven. years, has not onl}
taught me to know and feel this, but likewaes:
to kuwow how difficult, nay, impossible
it iz, for any man to free himself from erroror

eratetul acknowledzinents for the kindness and:

after full argument, solemnly resolved to be
Ilegal for a Court of King’s Bench
Hin 1654, illegal in the

of, C'ommons n lTG—l,ll’m undersicned are slow
to believe that a

illeanld;

' sentatives, it

| that neither

| lution -creating the committee, nor deemed the
inquiry, in_man

Th

proper.

an A merican citizen to admit, their legality.
In conclusion,the undersigned would observe,

the conductors of the press, corrupting the peo-
ple in the exercise of their eleciive franchise,
| and L'urrurling the members of Conoress.. Are

honest an®l honorable men, charged with these
olious misuemeanors, to submit to the charge
without a murmur; to acknowledge the reason-
ableness of making it; the expediency of inves-
ltignlin it, all vague and unspecified as it is;

wigment ofdhbe House

neran House of Repre-
1 1834, will be found to assert, or

of them gave his voice for the reso- ‘ _
Does conscious innocence require them (o admid

that there is ground of suspicion’ Docs the

of its objects, necessary or| ; i _
strong and indignant feeling that their charac-

ey hope it is not improper (o add

the m?ity of a prima fucia casg against themy |

censure in this Chair, or give unqualified sa-
tisfaction. Iu times of profound tranquillity
and repose, with united and harmonious coun-

cils, this has rarely if ever been done; amid the

strife and storms of political and party excite-
ments, it would be vain and hopeless to expect
(it. My pariod of service has; moreoyer, gen:
‘tlemen, as many of you know, been distin

h,ruiﬁhm by events especially calculated to rev
| der this station one of more than ordinary de-
licacy and embarrassment, as well asof -
creased reponsibility and lahor. How assidu-

‘ously T have struggled to discharge the dutics

pliance with it. It can be no contéempt of ¢
House, nor cven maiter of complaiut or grou

of prejudice, that any requect, which is merely

auch, 18 I'Esp('tlftﬂl}' declined by the ‘party
i hich itis address®d.  But the Committee
the Diréciora appear to have regarded it a

matter of diity, not to returna naked refusal io
(he reguizition of the Cemaniitee of Investiga-

L]
i

an — e rensons of this refusal are stat

and they spnear to the undersigred to be valid.
Daferanceto the resolutions in the appemlix

- -

will enmzle the 1Toue to judge of this matter.

The reasouns, as .hus been seen, are, that
comply with a part of ti.ese resolutions wo
Le, in effect, tos copy o abstract an essen
part ofsome of the books of the bank, in o~

to their beine made the subjects of a priv

and exparte exaini.nation, & weasure S0
the more u]rjﬁ(:liﬂlmt:ic, as it would add the
conventence of preparing copy to all

other evils incident to such inspection. A

|
s ™
L -

ther portion of the calls related to matiers of

way A ncaring on the books of

tht inny
bank, and not

from a careful examination, nsniuted for

to be ascertained but. from
sources of itiiormation no more accessible to the
nfirmﬁ than to any other individual. These
objections were, of theihselves, particularly the.
iirst, decisive.—1In addition to this, it appeared,

broneht Sidney to the block, that Le perished
e | in consequence of the discovery of a manu-
E{‘rillt Iiﬂ“‘fi{'ﬂl treatise, I'I‘f}ll';'l!i‘tﬁ li}..",'hl h}' 4
general search algong the papers in Lis caliinet.
|~ The undersigned perceive no more right ina
Committee of this l!nuw tocall for the letters
which may bave been written by a member of
(‘oncrresato an ¢ flicer o1 the L:uil-' ,'nfnn the ;ub-l
jectofa rencwal of the chartey, tiian to call for
| his letters to any other person o1 any other sub-
ject. Undogbtedly it is conce alvle that &ur'hf
ed, | ® Irftfn'_' might become legal evidence, ina pro-
cess of attachiment, tor breach of nrivileee, and
in that case might be caiicd jor el used. So
might any letter, m any criminel cause, It is
hie wife or

nil ¢
lo

of

1 Q4 .
|

: . ; _ ¢
concelvalae that a mman 2 ielier to
10|
wid
1ia)

der !

{rial; and in that caze, 1! 1t were inthe YOSSECE -
gion of a third [&rson, the court would compel
its pro!uction. - But the adersigied ave of o-
pinion that a general warrant 1o compel the
production of all the lelters which may have
peen written by a class of mdividuals, {nr WO
years, in order to wsearch ol the varie, witha
view to the institution of a criminal prosecu-
tian against the writers, or receisers, is now |
for the first time atfemypte w e made In vir-
tue of the authority of a parliamentary body,

It is one of the iniirmities of our nature, that
in the arlent pursuit of ends, which, o in:ﬁvid:
uals or meinbers oia puily, we think justidable,
we sometiines o far beyvond the line U!-‘:”Fﬁm’j

atle
uch |

L
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the

o=

the

as we should un levstand it in our own case.—
To thosa who, in the anlor ofa protracted con-

that the' vank and sl its offices ayre one great
engine of corruption, aid those who have de-

lilﬂl

sequence, that no process, having for its object
to compel the directors to appear before the

the bank to be inspected, and to testify tonching
|the matters of such an inquiry, could be legal.
The object of the process was unauthorized by
law.

is a process, not issuing to the party. chunina-
ted or 1mplicated 4n the trial, or interested in
the suit, but to a third person to appear and
bring with him any paper in his possession,
which may be law{ully used ag’evidence in the
trial or suit, without
1eival summoned, or s tit
child mizat become lezal evideace 1 a capital | committee was intended to be addressed to those

| usedd in their own cri.nmation.

' fatal to its legal charater;buton (lis t

troversy, Lave ovecome wrought up to a belief fsummons was communicated in writin

feniled its chartered rights and maintained its | books of the bank, because they are not i the
usefulness, in and out of Congress, a band of | custody of either of them, but in that ofthe

that, had the at-

. raged, while their rights 8= b r ab e (Ve i
ters are outragad, le th ghts are inva-| ¢y Chair, in. a manner worthy of it, and

the expression of the opinion,
tention of the House bLeen particularly
Lin debate to the terms of the resolution,

drawn

ommittee, and bring with them the hooks of
it

that it is owing to its passage under the opera-
tion of the previous question, an'l without any
examination of its detais, that it received, in

|
|

Incident to this fatal objection to the process

‘would have received some modification; and | they deem a

ded, calt upon them voluntarily to takethe cul-
prit’s place, and endure the ignominy of what
n unealled for and a vexatwous in-
quisition Or is it not rather the natural dic-
tate of proud and conscious innocence to place
themselvos upon their rights bencath the iegis of
the law? Itll ro to my neighbor, as "honest a

of myself; with whit sincere zeal I bave de-
voted my tim= and my talents, and cven my
hea!th, to your scrvice, I leave for others to
decide; but this I hope | may be pardoncd lor
saying, in justice and fairnes: to mysell, and
under a deep conv ic tion of its truth, that I have

 ite present from, the sanction of the House.
Being, however, placed on the commitiee, the
undersigned were ( esirous of dischargiag their
duty as members of it, under the order of the
FHouse, to the best of their ability, and accord-
ing to their understanding of the rights of the
corporation visited—the power of the House,
and the principles of justice.. They were desi-
rous of taking up the various matters of inqui-
ry enumerated i - the resolution, viz: the cause-
es of ‘he distress, the alleged violations of the
charter, and the imputed corruptions of the
bank, one by one; of considering them in the
order in which they are arranged by the
House; of investigating each according to its
nature; qfinspcclingi' the books and examining
the proceedings df the bank according to the
charter,that is, in reference to all objects which
by the charter, are properly subjects of such
ingnection and examination; or in rogard o
which the directors might volunlarily submit
them for inspection; and of inquiring into
other matters referred to them, as far as, on
consideration, they should
competent to do so.
Of al) these objocts, the undersign

that they .
in the resolution as vastly the most import

s another not less so. A subpena dyces tecum

rrujudice to ths person
e. The process of the

whose abuses, corruptions, and malpractices
were the ﬁuh*ertn of inquiry; & the books they
were ordered to bring with them, were o be

"[‘lw form of the process, and its imnade of ser-
vice, are believed by the undersigued to be not
less objectionable than its object, and equally
: opic they
omit todwell. -

Notwithstunding the strong oljection 1o its
legality, the persons to whom it was addressed,
individuals unsarpassed for probity, intelligence
and weight of character in the community, trea-
ting it with the respect duc to the Hou» of
Representatives, obeyed its call, and appcared
before the committee, at their chamber "i1 the
North American Hctel, ‘Their answéito the
) o, and
appcars among the documents as No. 48 —

hey state therein, that they do-not produccihb' ;
tress. It was their firm

country demanded this inyuiry ot Congress. A

he | east, in the markets of China, where the s.lver
deem the committee | undervalued, the paper of the nk of the U-

ed confess | midstof its career of usefulness, it -has been,
regarded that which stands formost unfortunately for the country
ant;
an inquiry into the causes of the present dis- |officers villified by name, the

persuasion that the | mcasures misreprosented, their most nnocent| .

endeavored to discharge my duty notonly with
temper, justice, and moleration, but with a
just regard for your individual rights and fecl-
ings, the character and dignity of this House,
and my own honor.—This was all that 1 pro
mised when I came o this Chair, and this |
have endeavored fo do: with what success I
leave to you and to my country to determiné.
I am very sensible, gentlemen, that, in such
a long course of public service, and in an 1P~
dependent discharge of the arduous and multi-
farious duties of this Chair, régardlcss of whom
it might please or disploase, my condyct may
soinetimes have becn thought too harsh and
ricorous; and I may often, unintentionally,

and a knave,” shall he inoekly ask mg o en- ,
ter his house, lay opcu his ledger and/hiis letter |
book, aml invite me to collect the pnaterials
| out of which I may prejudice the public against |
him? The directors of the bank are citizens,
Iau honest and as virtuous as any of those, in
office or out of it, high or low, whe charge |
them with corruption. A good name is as
dear to them asto their accusers. ‘Their stake
! in the welfare of the country is groat, T'he suc-
cess with which they have conducted the affairs
of the great institution entrusted to their care
is not matter of opinion; it 1s notorious to all
the world. At this moment, notwithstanding
the fearful warfare wawred against them by al-
mast every branch of the (zovermmnent of their
own country, their credit is as good at London
and Paris, as that of the Bank of Kagland or
of France. At this moment, in the remotest |

man as myself, and say, “you arz a swindler

{ bers upon this tloor, and incurred their censure
and displeasurc. Under such ‘circumstances
and while man coutinues what he'is, we knoW
that personal resentments are too apt to be 1t-
dulged and to remain, and often perhaps dith-
cult'to be extingnished, evén in the noblest
minds; but reveuge will not harbor there—
highnr principles than resentment and better
principles . than revenge, will animate men
, drawn to the r hou‘ “m‘glfl‘:lam's‘:;ﬁ“t:i;m.Iil:;ﬁ‘ ':ﬂ;::'
o : . arged, espacia 3 is ) i .
political umlrmarsyi; its dl.rﬁﬂr'” '::mI tual al;ililiy nndymorul ﬂimﬂ;ilv' ﬁ; then um-
their most dandable | 30r the influence of mementary excitemen!
passion’ if, in the eagerness of controversy

or the cmnmoﬁon of debate, any thing

coin of the country from the public mint, is

nited States is an acceptable currency. Inthe
field of

acts calummniated, and their slightest errorsof

have wounded the feelings of individuval mem-

unkind

f'i'“'IWI that the answers to the first series

.alls couM not be prepared without the uniunter-
[u-plul ‘bo‘nf! won {:]Erkﬂ I'ur al least ten manthl,

The undersigned are unwilling to. take up
th#time of the House by a particular examina~

r ! :
O° | mercenary stipendiaries, it may seem a very

just.and proper demand that the confidence pf| recollected, the books had been confided to
their private intercourse should be violated their

tion before the world, and their private corres-
spread on the {nu rnals of a committec

it were the r

Board of Directors, By the Board _jt-will be

: ver ; _ ) cormmittee of their number, to be by them sub-
business transactions stigmatized with corrup-|mitted to the Committee of Investigation. - If
3 . - of the ctnm;:iuae of the
_ L Irnal : ouse 1o address their process to the part A
tigu of sach of the resolutions, but they feel | of the Housc,and, at their discretion, sent to|ing the actual ;xm;nol:u ofthe_hwkrit}::;d

number
a

of

of memorials and of subscribers
them, greater by far than have at any
period ‘come before Congress, invoked the aid
the National Legislatyre torelieve them from
a state ofunexampled distress. An embarrass-
ment unusually extensive und severe, and not
yet essentially alleviated, demanded an inguiry | formudable efforts to crush it, The clam and

to |judgment tortured into corruptions and crimes;
former
country has been visited for the sake of carry
ing on this warfare, ha
to the wanton action of the bank, though strug-
wling for its own existence against the most

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc4925 scm13073-0940.jpg

above all, the severe distress, with which the

cen cruelly imputed

ther

or harsh should have been said or done, e s
:

on my part or on yours, let us, I pray you
rive and forget it, and let us “ﬂ“.‘" in the
spirit of peace and good will. Let not this
moment of our final seperation ba poisauml or
| embittared by feelings of personal resentment




