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Wol beinz alle t¢ Zive all the cases of abuse or
* the Committee, we have selected those of Jas.

according as they arc in favor of, or opposed to, U

intemperate party character, bad rendered itse

}iews of the majorily. .

Prior to the lettings in October 1831, Lind-
say and shaffen were , contractors for t'arl_'{'-
ing the mail from Hagerstown to McCounels-
burz, and at those lettings they again Lid te
carry (e mail three times a week, in four horse
p:nl'tmchm at 300 dotlars,or daily at 60u dol-
lars a vear. James Reeside bid for the sanie at
1) or 90 dollars improved. The bid of Reeside
was accepted and he set down in the repoit of
tve Postinaster General ot the 18th ol April,
1532, as the eontractor, at 40 dollars a year.
Lo the Teport of extra allovwances ol !h.:: 34 ol
M arch, 15334, no extra allowance on this con-
tract is noted, butin that partof the saiue re-
sort which gives a statemcat of the retréoch-
ments ordered, 1l:is roule is noted thus (in pare
253 ) 19231, “:l;t.‘f‘flﬂ“’n o 5!(‘('1111:1& shury,
James Rocaide lour weekly trips reduced 700 .
dollars.” _

N ot understanling precisely how 730 dollars

could Le deducted from 40 dollars, without first
4dding something 1o the lerser sum, a member
of'your commmittce, who happened to dizcover
the discrepancy; wave to their clerk a wrilten
‘paper, stating the difficulty and requesiing an
l.'ip:iﬂldt on, aqd dilz.'.i!l; El:if:l or a l'i:i'l:'-' e
papers, which it was supposed would the
true nature of this and oné cther transaclon.
There was much delay and prevarication brfore
any distinct answer was wiven 1o tie nguiry,
and then the Postmaster General declined aa-
sweiing it, because it was not sigacd Dy the
chairman of tl:2 comm:ttee, . This 1l|ﬂiL1|!t;.'
wasremoved. The chairiman signed the paper
and some few days after, and after the arrival
o. Jaiues Reeside, the contractor in the city,
the PPostmaster (zeneral sent 1n hiz answer on
the 15th day of May, 1334, which accompanies
thie report. ¢ : :

Ia this, he says, ‘that after the coniract was
adjudged to Reeside on his bid of 49 doilars or
43 dollars improved, he waus ordered tu run
daily, inyead of tri-weekly. ahd the amount
of compensation for increased service was el
unsettled. ‘The report goes on to state - that
Reeside represente:d to (ho Postmaster-(s encral
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t.mt he had made it out in poncil marks, and
his clerk had biundered in copyinc it.  Fhat
the 40 dollars was intended for 1,400, and the
9J dotlars, which occurred twica, was intended
e 1,999, and the Postmaster General adds
that 0. B. Brown reported to bim at another
tune thesa savinzs of Reeside, and st:ted that
there was no other bid on thisroute. Mr Ree-
side, was thereiore allowed Lo correct b5 B,
making it 1,400, aud 1,900, instead of 4Und
59. |
The report proceels to say that Mr. Brown
xiso was mistaken; that there were in fact se. -
eral other bils. and that, us soon as this wus
inaide known to the Postmaster Generai Lo
prompisy 1niormed the contractor that his con-
¢ should Le reduced to the amount at which
o +-have been fixed had he known the
~other Lid at the time it was arranged. "Lhe
time at which this discovery was made, and
the notice given not being made in the report
of the vostinaster General your corminittes in-
apeehe wh  —e I SR, wasd Ben weesensh

that it took place alfter Le rec cived the 1_~Efﬂr|:"
mentione.l informl iaguiry froin a member of
the comniiilee. B s
It is proper to add that other inquirres, intor-
imal a9 thet when first presented ~hud been
theratoture amended without obicciicn; und
vour committee cannot resist the conclusion
that the heataton at first maniiested,; and the
rofusanl sl 49! 1o answer, was mcrely lor the
purpuse oi Zuning time and' waiting the arri-
val of the contractor (who had been su' piened
by your com:nittee) that a better countenance
miz'it be put.upon it than ils naked featlures
exhiliited ;
Ja:nes. Reeside is also contractor for carry-
inz tie mail from Baltiruore to Chambersburs,
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930 dollars a vear, frzin the st eof January,
1332. The schelule was so changed on the
231th December, 1832, as 1o lesten the time,
a d consequently to increase the speed; but the
d flerence was 80 light as to be whelly uannli-

of the dunurt.luent , iLappears thatthe contract
or did in fact receive on that route 3,495 dollar
contract.

{0 the conlractor, to enable him to compete wit

wors, but it does not appear to have heen of an

ulqll'ﬂd.

1332, (Dec. 212, p.
Jie contractor, for the trans

trom thic 1si day of January, 1832,

a yearly coiupensation of

Increasing the comnpensation on this
route Ilrom 6,000, the legal eon-

Reeside & Co., as involving a larger amount ol

sriras, and havisg undergone a more minute investigation than mm_l
cordance of opinion betwecn the majority and minority of the commitic
i the cases of these confractors, will be found to exist in almost ¢y
ihercfore judire how little value is to be placed o the reports of the
tors of the U States, whea their mental vision has become so distorted | !
‘he same evidence before them and the same facts, they arrive at so different conclusions £

wanling to satisly the public mind, that tke Denate of the United States, by its violeut anu

the people, the reports fromn “the Post office comuinitee, we ﬂlilfk
the majority of this body, inade up too by men w ho  act ih open ¥ wla
ron<tituents, claim to be the exclusive patriots of the nation. |

that there had becn two mistakes i Lis bid; -

77 mil 23, daily, four £ horse post coaches,at 1,- .

¢xd by 2 subcontractor cn a part oi the route,
who was -examined by your commitice; and
on the 18th of April, 1832, long afler the
change of the schedule, the contract 1s reported
t) Congzress (Doc. 212, p. 15) as subsisting at
1,900 dotlars. In the report ol the 3d of March
18347 which professed to give all the extia al-
lowances there is none stated on this route,but
:n that-part of that report which gives the cur-
tailment of mail facilities, (Doc. 133, p. 253,)
the ““increased expadition” is reduced 10 1,595
Jollars yearly; and, on examination of the Looks

yearly, instead of 1,900 doilars; to which sumn,
and no mnore, he was entitled by fair and legal

The increased expelition was of importance
vther repawdlines inthe transportation of passen-

nsiderable value to. the public, and had it
b ::n of unportance, the increased compensation
1 wnuch too great for the additional service ren-

[ is stated in;the report of the 15th of April,
,) that Jumnes Reeside i

: _ portation of tle
mat! on the route fromn Philadelphia to New

Yorit, in four horse post coaches, daily, attl
aunus!  comnpensation of 86,000 for Mour years

By e report of the 3d of March, 1834, the
‘ontract is stated at twice aday, and the annual
,cmpeidution (Dee . 138, p. 186,) at #%20.500
229 was allowed (p. 187,) for extra services,
5,125

far - uritisin reported and cominieniad o Ly

others. The same dis-
e which is manifested
ery case; our. readers may’
hich and digrified Sena-
w prejudice, that with

e present administration. Ifany thing were:

It unwoithy of the respectand veneration of
must be suflicient; ye
tion of the will of th

Fiews of the mino 1ty

‘ : h
It wassuggesied 1o the cominitlee, that t

Postmaster General had beeu furunished w il
money by countractors to whon: extra allow
auces had been made. The émmittse sub
penaed & broughl beiore them ali

lors w * |
of the transaction relerred (o, and from a

testiuony . it appeared, that Coi. R. M. John
son had been bound as sureiy or endorser for
M lj. B:ll':‘}‘
ed, it was aoct coavenwent 10 :
raise the money—ihat Col.Johnson without the
arency or knoiledze of Mai. Barry, procured
the sum of tifteen hundred doilars on a tempo-g
raty loan from a friend ol his, who was a con-
tractor—that this triend, in making up the

{he conirac-
know ledge

ho were su [nscd (o have any
7 ll the

—that when payment was demand-

sutn required, was aided, tothe amount of
<500, Ly another contractor—th.t Maj. Barry,

whom Le hed received it. 'T'he contracto
swears that it was never a subject of conversa-
tion between him und the Postmaster (zeneral;
por did he, in consideration of it, ever receive
any favor or indulgence whatever.
wihole of this transaction appears to lLave beei
without the agency or knowledgeof Qe Post-
niaster General, 1t ¢annot furnish ground for
FH-IFIL'i“ﬂ ol any lhing wrong on his ]Iﬂl'l- .
1 he commitiee deemed 1t their duty to in-
vestirate every case, when it was known thata
member of the departiment had had any deal-
ings with a coritractor, especially 1f the least
intinjation was given of a suspicion of any
thing improper. A letter was received by the
connuittee from a citizen ol Pennsylvania,
charging upon hearsay evidence, that of an ex-
tra atlowance ot 10,000 dollars on the contract
of Reeside & Slayinaker, in which Mr. ‘Tomlin
son was also interested; Mcessrs. Reeside, Slay-
maker, and Tomlinson, received each 3
dollars, and that the other 1000 had becen retain-
ed by Mr. Brown, the Chicl Clerk of the De-
partiucint. - We, therefore, took testimony ol
all the witnesses to whom we Lad been refered
in said leiter; and the charge was not sustained
Ly evidence, but was fully disproved. A loan
of money was made by Messrs. Slaymake
and Reeside 1o Mr. Brown, w hich had been in
part repaid,acd part remains still unpaid; but it
appears on the clearest testimony ,to be a loan of|
noney on interest,& does not furnish ground fo
suspicion ofany thing improper. It also ap-
peared that Mr. Brown Lad sometime befcre
this loan, made a lcan on interest to Mr. Por-
ter, a contractor,of several thousand dollars;and
atterwards made an additional loan 10 Mr.
Pocter. If it should seem extraordinary, that
he should borrow mon2y on iaterest, while he
hud noney loaned out as interest, the explan-
ation iv ound m the cirotnmstance, that he ac-
ted as the ageunt of 1'® lute Doctor Jackson,
and bad received his oo ey to the amount of
several theusead doliars “etore his death; that
haa conlmuzd to act sa the agent for his widow
wodd his erphan o llrenand has been in the hab-
it ol receving thea money to the present time,
which he keeps al interes, as a distinct fund for
their beneilt; and that 1t was of this fund that be
vanala i ji:fu.!u.“ £ :_.L. .'.L: -.-1.?.-._-, WP GEU —
ney which e borrowed, was to purchase pro

perty for Lis own individual benecfit. Tles

are ali transactions ef a private character, hav-

1Mz no relation o offivial coniocy; but, asthey

WCIe o 22 course of the ex-
anLnation o wiinesses, we have thou
per 1o stat s Tuem, (or the purpose of showin

that every thing which miglt, by possibilit

3 '_J
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havea councxion with oflicial relations, hash
been carelully scrutinized, "I'here is nothing

subslantiated in the transaction in relation 1t

Mr. Brown, which can justify a suspicion of§

im j;rﬂprirrtv.

ames Beeside, is a contractor for tarr}'iflg :
the mail on many different routes, and to a ve-
ry great extent: In most of the contracts which
bear his nae, ke is associated with others whok
The
nge
in-
terested, the mail is carried in stages or in}
steamboats; and their extent is 1932 miles in
lenglh which is more than all post roads in the
United States amounted to in 1791. On these!
routes mail is transported annually, 1,743,910

are very largely interested with hina.
coinmittee have inquired into all hLis: existi
contracis. On all the routes in which he 18

miles. "For this service, the

es. present compen
sution 19 = 119 810

per year, equal te six cent

and eipht-tenths of a cent per mile. Ona 90
miles of these roads, the mail.is transported
three times wday; on 526 miles twice a day;
on 581 miles daily; and on 5 miles, three®
I, where it is transported more
than vace a‘day, he sl.oad be wliowed no com-
pendation for the service, bLeyond once a day, §
the compensation would amount 10 nine cents
and seven-tenths of 1 cent per mile.We have
also compared the compensation which Mr.08

times a we k.

Q

late Postmasier (zenerul,
L, then tsansported tl
v U3, equal to eleven ceats and two-tenths of
cent per inile.
90 miles of which it was carried (w
for six davs in each week. If in that
there hiad been no compensation allowed o
service beyond vn.e a day, 1
would amount to thirteen cen
plursued these investigations
ther there is any g o { 1CA0;
any ground for suspicion,

(s per mile.

e

slightest ground for such suspicion exists.
performs the service at a much lower rate {)
under the former adiminisiration, and it
notl appear that he has ever receive
sation, but for services ren
leat to the same.

tr.el, 1o 23 625 commi:tiee, to ascertain whether he, Mr. Raoe- £
Andan cipress mail was ordered to side, ‘had nol aiforded to (ke Postmaster (Gen-
be run ou the same roule, at a year- eral such pecuniary aid, fro:u which an mfer-
Iy compensation of 3,150 enceight be drawn, that he mirht thereby

Making the grand to;al,'}'eurh', 2:5,—?;

242, p. 131) the Postma ‘ter !

[ | b

 oricback, 1o
l'uuq 1835' Ln-‘_ i‘-
t1 the report of

i

L]

In his coportof ihe 18th of April, 1852, (Do,
acheral states that
Jumes Ulark 18 the contracfor for carring the
wail froma Bediord to Blair's Gap and froim
Hiir's Gap o Cumuerland, once a week, on
nf e Ist Jan. 1832, (o the 31st
darly compensation of 5275,
e 3d Muuch, 1834, (Doc. 138,
p 108) James Reeside is reported to be the
+witractor for carrying the mail on these routes,
(vod 1215 and 1230) fion Cumberlund teo

Deputtment.
subject, it appearcd that thie farily
wasier (reueral was in Philadelnhi
been there for some :
son, W ho svvus under the ca
Lt l.lidl.‘E. That the P
whenon a visit te his family in
con¢luded to remove his fanily
son, from that place, at an earl
hud Leen intended, and 10 enat
charge the denands against hin

Mr. Reeside 1000 dollars, upon

o

o includine: h

t for ecither of them fo§

_&F Iile . W * ' ol -
gmounting, durinz 1h - contiauance of their congf-noon,

12,1 hour the next morning
Philadelphia for Pittsburgh,
Chambersburg about six o'clock
nooil. ‘I'he last propositio |
siderable increase of expedition, and

% without advertising and without competion.

"M mail on thisroute, sometling more than 30,000

ght it pro-

4 equallv in the profit and loss on thisline,
J p

R{:ngldu_ NOW receives, ith what he recetved!
under his contracts made in 1327, under the
It appears that he

'€ mail 392, 194 iniles perP
anaum, al an annual counpensation of 443,732

Under those contracts the maill
was transported over 573 miles of post road, onf

ice & \day
Ci;i’m Jand some time after, abou
"

he compensation®

ie. WeRlor Temple, on
L0 ascertain wh

j that
special favors have been extended to Mr Ree.

side under the present administration of (ha
department; and it does notappear t!at thed

HeRhundred dollars cach, drawn
an@Slaymaker on O. . Brown,
doesMJ ames Reesile,
‘el compen-ERiate.
dered 1ull}' {fquivn- JAF

An investigation was institutel l'wﬁ:rc th

become ihe object of special favor with the
Upon an examination into this

‘U[ the PO.", Jﬂmﬂi

_ a, and ha¢
lime, attending to Lis sic

re of a physician of|
ostimaster Genera)
Philadelphia

er period thanl
le hiin to dig-
), obtained from
an "acceplance

F .

., L |
Qe ORI,

"fﬂ-*s f“,r ”f M
Blair's Gzap, three 1luue:hu weak )

o coaches, at an annual compens

' sLua ' Ise ing but the perforinance 0
And on the 25th of Febuary, 1833, we can discern nothing : .
'I‘sé Wars ullirm ted to run daily betwecn . a kind office, for : ﬁ;hlﬁh praise, rather tl

Bediord and Blair's Gap, at'an ad-

& ® L ‘_}
ditivial compensation ol

911 73]

—

“hus the leizal contract of 325 dollars
has arisen to
James Liceside and S. R. Slaymarer w
contractors for carrying the mail from Phil
delphia to Piksburgh, for
toncf

J'l[l

Fro:n Pittsburg to Washington, Pa. l_,2-_50
.:\ggrégato, = 8,250,

- As by the report of the 18th of April 1839,

Doc. 212 p. 4and 11.) ‘
: la the ni rt ol the 3d of Jlart'h,lﬁfl-l,(bnc.

138, p. 199,) they are stated to be contractors

for carrving the inail on the same routes, and, | §po

1

in adilition thereto,from Washington to Wheel- :

ing, in Virginia, (which is also covered by the
ontract of Stockton and Neill,) at an annual
compensation of 227,000
On the 5th of May, 1833, there was
made on this route a yearly extra
allowance froon April 1, 1832, ol
And there was onlered an express

mail on the same route. to be run by es | _ 3

James Reeside from Philadelnhia daily, at 4 a. m. and arrive at Chalmber;:l.'ur;:t
ittshury a vearly aliow- the same day by 9 p. in., 17 hours:ieave Liaib=

to Pittsburzh, at o yearly allow ! e day by 9 | ’ & Lerive at Bal:

3 130

ance ol
't

Increasing the compensation on this
route from 28,250, yearly to

L,#

some time aterwards, paul the money to Col. |8
Johnson, who repaid it te the person frc

The aboveare but a few out of the many con-  Philadelphia, and arrive at

same day, in time (o connect
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh,
nual compensalion of 3,495 dollars.
boat at that time left Philadelphia in the after-

tracts held h)’ Jamss Reeside and others his
partners. The alivwances in the above cases, |
sevond the amount ot their open bids and fair
and legal contracts, is 362316 73 a year; a

W —_—

tracts, to the enorinous sum of 249,267
given to these con{ractors by the Department,

The amount of these allowances were some-
what reduced on the ist of December last, n |
consequence of the insolvency of the Depart-
ment, _

It will be noticed in these and many similar
-ases of favored contractors, that, where they
fare concerned, competion is absolutely vut|

down, and the notice published pursuait to law,
inviting competition and the public biddings,
are but mere masks to cover their secret trans-
actions. ‘T'lie route is not advertised as it isto
be run; and before its put into operation, some|
improvement, generul y comporting with an al-
ternative proposition in the bl isordared, and
the original contract is nmierzed and jost in the
8 improvement. ‘U'lie cempersation agieed to by |
the legzal contract is, in'soine instaiices, so in-
significant, that it is hardly worth alling m as
an item in the aggregate allowance. .
But it has not be i thought reccssary,

cases, to preserve even the cover of increased joath of th

services, as an excuse {or those extra allowan- !
ces. 'T'he 10,000 dollars yearly allowed to,
Recside & Slaymaker, on the route from Phi-
Rladelphia to Pittshureh, is.wholly -witheut this

fnr. horse | of short date, whicl; was paid whei i{ fell due.
ation of | From this transaction,
4,500 00 | ing to

censure is due.

cases where cumplain
: any - Suspic
7411 73! having been extended by the Department 1
ter were atfy contractor, or of any improper exercise o

a vearly couipensa- | granting allowances. Every
Yy 000! the

instance of alleged abuse his

Chambersburgh, Pa., 77 miles, o
Reeside is contractor, was among

were examiued by
ed that the proposa

' from the commencement of the service unde
his contract, January 1,1332, till the 31st De-
cember, 1433, when it was reda
lars
10,000 | proposal contained two
tocarry (he mail daily,

bersbure every day at 24. m.

perform the service £r 1900 dollars per annuih.
%40,150 | T'he other proposition wa
| daily, after the arrival of the stcamboat

| gain an entire day between ba !
r’ills!;urgh, of which this route is a part. 1o
proposal of Jas. Reeside ‘was t
fered for the route, and was accepted on the
fivst proposition at 1900 dollars.
tance was made in October, 1831, the contrac
to take effect from tl
lowing.

preparing and
mare tlis 29th | .
membersof the coinmitiee were induced 10
- | suspect that this endorsement hail been made
inalltat a recent date; Lut on the examii4lion on

- lil &7 "'- , I‘l‘i;‘ o f'ﬂﬂl'r-f_:[.

*I

we are wholly unwill
In M

draw apy unfavorable inference.

The committee examined carefully into al
ts were mada, or where

jon was intimated of favoritism

ostinasier General in
such caseebecam

and not a simi:.
y
e colnmitlee.

been o:mitted
The route between Baltinore, Md. an
y which Jas.
those which
{he comm:itiee. It appear-
1 of James Reeside to tran-
rt the mail on this route, was accepted al
900 dollars a vear; and that under his contrac
e received at the rate of 3,495 dollars a year

& discretion of the

subgect of rigid scrutiny;

ced to 1900 dol-

On investication, it was found that his
propositions, the first

. y, in four horse post coach

s as advertised, which was to leave Baltimo

imore :h : same day by 8 p. m. 18 hours; & 10

1 was, to leave , Baltimore
{rom

(hambersbur

ars. '1 he steam

and arrived at Baltimore - at an early
. and the mail fron

y

passed through
in the after-
n required a very con-
would

‘Baltimore and
he only one of-
The accep-

e 1st day of January fol-

On the 20th'of December, 1831, the

Postinaster Generalappears to lave directed
liin to perform the service stipulated in Lis
proposition for 3,103 dollars; and there 15 en-
dorsed on - the contract ‘in the hand writin 5 @i
Thomas B. Addison, the clerk employel m
filine contracts, ‘‘alteration
Dece.nber, 1831.° Some of the

»
L]

ee clerks, Mr. Addison, by whom
the endorsement was made; Mr. Dundas, who
was then ilie corresponding clerk for this divi-
sion; and Mr. Childs who is the present cor-
responding clerk of this division; the fact was

apology. ‘Ihe allowance was r hardships in- | clearly established, that the endorsement is nol

curred m the performance of -a stipulated ser-
vice, not for any thing done which their con-
tract did not require of them. T'he whole hard-
ship too, as proved by the testimony of Re::-l
side, was thisi==The mail was so heavy for
three of their trips weekly, as to prevent their
taking in a full load of passenirers on thcse
trips; by which it would seeni that the l!l"piil‘l,‘ﬁ
gment, aiter paying for the tiansportation of the

dollars, was also held bound o pay the contrac-
lors extra lor whatever expens:.ond inconyeni-
fence the transportation of tho ma! nucht cveea- |
sion hime ©Or rather, to vive the trovsaction, |

i{s 4e 5114 I ﬁl.qs‘*.! !.hi? (}L.I.lrﬂ?lﬁ'ﬂﬁl._‘ﬂu.‘lu-q
v a ¢t out of (he funds o t.f;nalnlnt'l-]

ment, (o these contractors; and there are =ome
furiner circumstances attending it, which, on
tive most careful in(']uir}' by vour cominitiee,
are not satisfactorily explainel. o
‘T'he evidence shows that Reeside & Slavma-
ker represent two companies, which' share |
The |
money aecrumng for transportation. is received
by Reeside & Slaymaker, a moicty cach, and
distribuled by them to their respective compa-
nics.  Thisextra allowance of ten thousand dol-
lars was received by them on the 5th of May,
1833, and no part Dhl lras yet been paid over by
either of them (o their partners, or entered up-
on any account book of the companies.— Ree-
side, on his examination, stated, that they had
kept this back to |1.1y some old debts of the |
companics which they supposed haid been pro-
vided for, but which were unexpectedly found
to exceed the sum appropriated for their pay-
ment, but being speciaily interrogzated, he sta-
ted, that this unéxpected deficit did' not excee]
five thousand dollars in the whole, andthat it

]

L]

gaver

of recent date, but was made at the time of th

date which i1t bears. | -
The rohte from Hagerstown, Md, to McCon-
nellsburgh, Pa., on which™Ir. Reeside 1s con
traclor, was ulso a subject of examination.
‘I'he distam« e is stated {0 bLe 25 wmiles, and it
was advertised to run three times a week, Jn
four horse post coaches. ior therethis route
was several provosals, the lowest of which was
%250, (a4 sum wholly inadequate to the servic:)

except thit of Mr. Reeside. which was as fol-g

lows: “We do agree to carry the mail on route
No. 1221, from Hagzerstown to MeConnells-
burgh, ¥1a Weich Run and Mercersburgh, as

Uiﬁi{-.ierh nsajian of » 10,
or we will carry

| e e 5o e 1o he

| ayail at each place, with the great Eastern and§

Western inaiis, daily in 4 horse post coaches
for the yearly compensation of nimmely mnine
dollars,- ninety iine dollars.” ‘T'his bid was ac-
cepted, and the contract appears o have been
ininediately fidled at 340, and put into the
hands of Mr Keeisde to be executed. it is alleg
al both by Mr. Reeside and the Postmaster
General, that Mr. Reeside stated verbally (<
e Postmaster (General, after the route had
heen assigned to him, and lLefore the com-
mencement of the service, that there was a
mistakein his proposal; that the person whc
wrolte out his proposal for him, must have mis
taken his figures, and filled it with sums for
which he never intended to perform the ser-
vice. He alleged that the words ‘“daily in four
horse post cmﬁ:es," as used in his bid, were
iniended by him to apply equally to both pro;
positions; that he intended to propose nothing
less than a daily mail; but to

four hundred dollars, or to give such in-

was not discovered to exist until about threo

“Wthis-extra ailowance was roceived by him and
Slayimnaker—the whole amount so'received anil
so retained by them, on this account, appears
to huve been sixteen thousand, six hundred and

of this money and its application u/e ulike re-

sixty sixand two third cents.. The allowance |

‘ e
creu;a:nﬁ[mhliun as would perfect the con-

months afier the first ten' thousind dislars i ! nexions, for ninetcen hundred and ninety-nine!
‘I'hat the inconsiderable sums named
would show that there must bave béen a nis-
take, and that the writing of the words ‘‘nine-

dollars,

ty-nine dollars, ninety-nine dollars,” with this

have been an error.

arkable. There were also certain pecuniary
contractors and some of the officers of the e

cominittee, which, in their.opinion, merit con-
sileration. '

Some time in the year 1832, O. B. Brown
applied to Slaymaker for a small loan of monéy
(%300) which Slaymaker accordingly lent
him, but took no ncie, and made no memoran-
dnm of the transaction, which took place in the
presence of no one but themselves, - At anoth:
cr tune Mr. Brown asked Slaymaker if he
¢-uld lend him three thousand dollars at the
usual rate of interest, This ulso was nromised.

t the first of Januar
41533, Mr. Brown renewed liis reque A

he had made a purchasc of the

ag

A

as property-of Deog-
_ _ the faith of the promised -loan.
e-BThe witness stated before the comurifiee, that
ney at command, but undertook to raise 1. and
accordingly did raise it by the meaus of drafis.

hese drafts were two in number, for fifleen

by 'Samuel R.
and endorsed by
: “and payable at ninety davs
_They were negotiated at 'the Western
nk in Philadelphia, and sent (0 the Patriotic
B Bank in Washington city, for collection,—
§ I'hey were paid at maturit '
a draft drawn by Jas. Reeside, on.O.
for three thousand ¢
T'his draft was suffe
yond its maturity,
I18th of July, jt v
a draft

loliars, at ninety days.~
red to pass a day or two be-

, It was
drawn by Samue
4 ltemi:l&:;lllbr two tho

one thousand dollars in cash puid :
and O. B. Brown, at lhﬂlﬂwl‘f:ﬂ ?ﬂ?:{llr]:rk:t;
Reeside for two thousand dollars, which drafis
were sent to the Bank of Maryland ‘for collect

1, Stion, [t agpearl that neither
sgmaker made any char

usand dellars, and

»

ge or kept any memoran-
acknowledgment of Brown, showing ,is

ility to them, unless it be ¢
take

o

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc4

partment, which came under the notice of vour |

ot and sat

at that time he had not the réquired sutn of mo--

y by-the procecdsof
. Brown,

without payment, but on the

ald out of the preceeds of
| R. Slaymaker, on

ide nor Slay- | reduced to a tri-weekly

alleged error in writing the p

a subject for future consideration. There 1

on the filés of the Department, a paper which
appedrse to have been written afler-the service
commenced, of which the following is a copy:

“Mr. Reeside says that the bid was put in by
mistake, as will appear from the small sum.

He mtended to have made it 81,400, and !

run daily, and so marked with his pencil; but
thie clerk who copied it for him, mistook his

ncil mark, supposing the 1 was belonging td
risti)llar sign, and the Oat the right band he

roverlooked, or considered it meérely a point
‘The-Postmaster General gave hima verba

ttion the correction of the error. He has run
from the beginning of the yecar, daily. Shal
he be allowed w correct the error, and receiv

No other bid.”
-On this statement is written, in the hand

writing of the Postmaster General, ¢ Granted”’
It is staled by
the Post:naster (General, that the increase of
distance was occasioned by his going by way
of Green Castle, five miles each” way, which

Sach are the facts in this case.

increased his daily travel ten .miles. That th
words ‘“no other bid,” are erroneous; and tha

the error must have.arisen from the circum-

stanice, that three other proposald of Mr. Ree

to neither of which was there.any other bi
than Ins; and that it miust have been under t
impression that this was one of them, that thi
It o the note was made. The allowance ¢
;t)o was made him for running it daily
with tho increased distance of five miles eac
way, till the close of the last

pensation reduced to 8700, This is 8450 &

A of these transaction;that they ‘have no note or year more than the lowest bid, but with an in-
. liab- { créase of five miles distance each
_ ) rafts which were | be
N up, which Slaymaker says he thinks he' been

) way, and t
performed in the same time that wonld have

925 scnl15073=-0360:)pg

preserred, but of which he
e certain,  I1€ nevertheless dénis _
hat it was intended as a douceut or grafuity

him one thousand dollars in

\ perform the ser-§
vice agreeably to the schedule advertised, fo

repetition, made it obvious that there must
‘I'he Postmaster General
; informed him in answer to this statement, that
transactions of a privale nature between these{as the route was intended to connect two daily
routes, it would be necessary for him to run it
dajly; and that the (* :stion for correcting the
1, should be

ordér to run dady, and reserved for considera-

% 14007 His distance is increased 10 miles.

sids were writen oy the same paper with this

year, when it was
mail, and the com-

fews f g M0ty

Reeside states that Brown' paid

nother part 6f this report. In that case,

Brown was chortly before,and shortly after this
(ransaction,” the lender of very large sums of what a
money to Perter, on 1ntercst.

with w

-

Views of the Minority.

does not profess to  Postmaster General further states, that as soo:
"dh'-whlntely, a# he discovered the fact (which was not un
this investigation commenced) that there were
other bids on the route; he informed the con- ..
part of this loan. tractor that the amount of the allowance would
But this transactioy is the more remarkable be a subject of reconsideration; and that | it
when taken in conne ..ion withanother, testified would be regulated according to the other
o by Edwin Porter, which will be ‘found in ™ proj
of the comtract.

1l, and to take effect from the beginning
The full amount of allowance is far from
pears extravagant when compared
Eut 13 paid for equal services on ctlier

It appears that in the spring or summerof routes; and if, when compared with the pro-

1831, Br. Barry applied to Reeside in Phala-
delphia, to assist him in negol..ling an accep-
tance for 81,000, to raise some mone
(Mr. Ba .
this, Reeside advanced him the £1000; and he
stated before the committee that Mr. Barr

pa
he, (Reeside,) negotiated in the Schu

Bank. Oninquiry of the cashier of the SC?I
kill Bank, we find (1iat no such accéplance was

for lis
’s) individual use. Instead of doing

rry

id it by Lis acceplance at a short date, which
kil
uyl-

iegotiated there. Your committee having
ollated the evidence touching these transaetions

leave them without comment.

sals of other responsible bidders on the sume

route, the allowance shadl appear to be greater
than what the contractor is fairly entitled to,
the Postmaster General has the power,as he
has declared his intention, toreduce it to the
proper amount.

- - . L I:I-'.. - » -~ . Wi E ¥ »
In {:nuclugmn, we offer toour readers the thiﬂ"} discordant v Il..\f'n. of tlig two l:rﬂﬂthﬁ of the

Views of the majoritly
The ““incidentil expenses,” comprehendine

the secret service fund of the department,present
an interesting subject for consideration.

No
law appropriates money for those expenses.

('ongress exe:cises no cen'‘roul over them.
‘T'he Postmaster General, at his mere discre-
tion, selccts the objects of his patronage, which

he dispeases from the revenue dermvel from
postages, and is guided by that discretion alone
in fixing the amount of that patronage. Iic may
employ oehe printer and one travelling agent
r one hundred of each at his pleasure; and he
may pay cach of tiicin as much as he pleases.
H, by the improper excrcise of this and his
ther ‘unresirained power the departmeat be-
comes bankrupt, then, by the construction
wliich he bestows on the Coastitution he (not
Congress alone) may borrow any amount of
money,on the credit of the nation,to supply the
deficiency. Subjoined is a statenient of these
incidental expens:s from the year 1790,prepar-
ed Ly a clerk, at the reguest of the coinmittee
acompanied by a view ¢f the “contingent ex-
penses.” and of the sums apyropriated by law
for the salaries of the oflicers of the departiment
which must not be confounded with the ““inci-
dental expenses.” By this (he Sanate will per-
ceive that, from a suin Jess thau two thous:nd
ollars, these expenses under former adminis-
trations, gradu.lly increased for many years,:
there being an avery o€ annual addition of about
-
one thousand dojlars. In 1829, they had swel-
led to the sum of 556,171, exceeding the sum
expended; in ahy former year; and in the year
commencing July 1,1832 embracing the period
of the last prosidantial election, they amounted
to about =8 .5000, being a sudden increase of

lures ofany former vear.

' On the' list of printers in the Blue Book,
True & Greeqe propristors and printers of
the Boston Statesman, are thus stuted to be em-
Noyed; | |
‘rue & Greene, for printing blanks, 6,692 72
For advertising proposals, 206 50

Total compensation reported in the Blue
Book, 6,809 25
But the exhibit now made by the account of
the department, hereto a :pﬂm?u;:, shows that
they have been employed during the whole
Lime, (asthe present PPostmaster (ieneral has
in fact for years before employed them) in fur-
nishing paper, printed blanks and twine, to the
amount of , 29,909 75
See the amount of the following items:
1822. Jan. 25.  Truc & Green’s compen-

sation for furnishing blanks, paper and twine,
—officcs - N. York and elge-

whiere, from 1st Oct. to 31st Dec. 1331, in-

clusive 3,944 10
May 9. True & Greene’s conpen-

sation for furnishing paper and twine,

etc. from Ist of January to the 31st of

March, 1832, inclusive 2,144 35

Aug: 27. True and Greene, do for
blanks, paper and twine, f{rom 30th
Jane, 1832 | 2,821 1

Dec 15. True and Greene do. for
blanks, paper and twine, from 1st July,
to the 30th Sepl. 1832 2,453 05
1833. March 23. True & Greene, do.
for blanks, paper and twine, from Ist
Oct. 1832, to 31st Dec. 1832 2,164 35
April 23. True and Greene, do. for
blanks, paper and twine, from 1st Octo-
ber, 1832, to 15tn April, 1833 3,727 23
July 24. True and Greene, for pa-
er, blanks and twine, from 1st Octo-
r, 1332, to 30th Sept. 1833
Oct. 16. 'T'rue & Greene, for blanks,
paper and twine, from 1st April to 1st
ct, 1833 - .. 9,025 05

near 520,000 over u.e;_u:rwlmuding expendi-

3,022 12 3,

Real compensation

named in the resolution, exceeding by £23 -

in the Blue Book.
‘And from an
following facts .appear.

And that the real sum paid. for wrap-
ping paper and twine, was

29,907 75

So that the printers of ““the Boston. States-
man,” thus employed by the department, re-
eive compensation for the articles which they
were employed to furnish, within the period

)08 50, the sums published by the department

accurafe examination the
First, that the real
sym paid for ‘“the printed blanks,” (including
the press work, type setting, and the paper, on
which the blanks were actually printed,) was

§16,464 25
13,444 40

So that t e sym paid for the printed
blanks alone exceeds the sums pub-
lished in the Blue Book by

gthe sum of £21,634 90. He a

il Blue Book for ouly

=14,371 57.

justifiecd by reference toany

-

allowed for

-

the amount then
ments marked X.

which Com. Warrington presided, Lieut.

29 008 65

0564 00
The account now exhibited by the depart,
ment shows that Erancis P. Blair, editor of
the (zlobe, received from the 30th of December,
1831, to the 26th of October, 1833, inclusive
pears on tho
But as the
department, on the application of the commyit-
tee, sent us only a part of the vouchers for this
account, and delerred sending the rest until it
18 now too late to .examine them in time for
this report, we cannot say how far the official
statement in the Register is correct or incerrect
The rates at which this printer 1s employed are
enormous, and mn our opinjon, are not to be
| thing which has
securred in the past history of this department.
We harewith submit a specimen of the rates
paid him for advertising; and accompanying
the sume 18 a statement of the rates and suns
printing advertisements in July
1830. Thesum allowed for printing these ad-
vertisemments, is,it wll be seen about tour times
paid them . See the state-

Neval Court Martial.—At a Court Ma rtial
‘ate]y convened on board the U. S. frigate
Java, (Klag Ship of this Naval Station.) at

Samuel W. Downing, late Commanger of the
: : U. 5. Schr. Enterprize, was tried on charges
allowed with the increased disfance. ‘I'hef preferred against him by Wm. P Zantzinger,

Committee on the individual expenses of the Department.

Fiews of the minority.

Our attentien has been particularly drawn to
some ol the incidental accounts of the depart-
ment. Among others, the account of moneys

id for the department by Mr. Gouverncur,
ll"mlpmaster at New York, seemed to requirc

acial attention.” Upon a full investigation of
mis account, every item constituting it was .
found to be accompanied by its appropriaje
voucher, and the items themselves appeared
chiefiy to be such as had beenordinarily, under
former administrations, paid for by the Pos!-
master at New York, and credited to himat the
Department, as in this instance. |

'F he accounts for printing executed for the

departiment by Francis P. Blair, editor of ihe
Globe; by Mr. Penn, of Louisville; Kentucky;
by Messrs. Hill & Barton, of Concord, N. H ;
and by Messrs. T'rue & Greene, of Boston M.
from the 1st of October, 1831, to the 1stof Jan-
uary, 1834, were supposed (o require minute
examination. We compared the accounts with
the vouchers which accompanied them, aund
were satisfied that all the items in the respecl-
ive accounts were correct, and that the articles
and work charzed were furnished and executed
according to the accounts. The only point of
difficulty with us was, the price of printimg, of
which we were not judges, but from all the in-
formation we were able to follect, we believe
the prices which Liave been paid are reasonable,
But to prevent any misapprehension on this
subject, and that others may have the same op-
portunity of judging, we present the following;
statement of the prices paid by the department,
viz:

To S. Penn, Jr., Louisville, Ky.

For printing post bills, per ream, &1 50
S, accounts of mails received .

and sent, - 4 00

= newspaper returns, 4 00

e accounts current, 2 HU

g4 de.” for distributing offices, 3 00

For feint ruling, 2 (N

To True & Greene, Boston, Mass.
Same prices as above. |

To H1i!l & Barton, Concord, N. Il.
Same prices as above.

'The same prices have been allowed to F. P.
Blair,and to Wm. A. Davis, Washingtcn Ci-
ty, for printing; but they executed the ruling
for-%1 50 per rean. .
~ The abive ilems, tozether with the adver-
tisements which the law requires shall be pub-
lished twelve weeks in succession, constitute
the principal part of the printing done for the ..

_departinent. 'The advertising, so far as we cau
learn, has been done at the usual rates. _
'Tlie undersigned without any réference 10 the

manner  in which the Post Office Department
has been administered ‘in fermer years, or a!

the present time, or to the individuals who have
had or now have the management of it, are o!

“opinion that the legislation of Congress would
Le pro;er to the following effect:

1. That the Department be re-organized in
such way as to secure a proper degree of re-
eponsibility nat enly in the head, but in thesul -
ordinate’ branches of the department; and (o
that purpose the auditing of the acccunts and
the final adjudication of lem, and the disburse-
ment of its meneys, should be confided to offi-
cers appointed by the President and Senate.

2. ‘That reperts be made to Congress annu-
ally, of all the expenditures of the department,
stated in detail, includin2 incidental expences;
also of all new contracts, and moditica-~
tions of contracts, aud their respective prices;
also a statement of the amount paid for the
transportation of the mail on each route, in the,
several States and Territories, as near as may

3. That any person employed in the General
Post Office shall be prohibited frombecoming
a mail contractor, (r interesied in a mail con-
tract, or an agent, with ar without componsa-
tion for a mail contractor,

4. 'Phat advertisements for p la to car-
ry the mail, issued previous to the periodical
lett ngs, be made, as near as may be, accord-.
ing to the manner in which, in the judgement
of the Poitmaster General, the mail should be
tran= nor 4 during the period of the contract.

5. That the sea' x1 porposals receivel from
biddess tor iman contracts, shall not be opened
unti! afier the time for receiving bids shall
have expired.

6 That repots be made to Congress annual-
ly of all failures by contractors to deliver mails,

the action of the Postmaster (Fencral in rés
gard thereto, in each casq.

_ e ————
issq. Purser of said Schooner, and was honora-

bly and fully acquitted of all the charges.

Purser Zantzinger was also tried hi:_-lhe
same Court, on charges preferred by Laeut.
Downing, and was suspended, by sentence of
said Court, for the term of one year, mtl;:;:

a y or emolurnents. Bothof which judgm
rm ve been approved by the President, of the

U nited States. — Norfolk Beacon,




