i, retrechment to the same 'amount w

mants made in December last, are not greatly
f2it by the community, and from the beginning
of the current year the expensesol the Depart-
‘ment are less than its revenues. Another re-
ill still leave
much more exteasive mail facilities to the coun-
trv, than it enjoyed when 1 caine into the De-
partment, and in a very little time' relieve it
trom debt, and placea surplus in the hands of
the Department. | ' | -,
The majority of the committee further state,
that “In appaars from  the lirst report of the
sresent Poztinastef General, made on the 24th
November, 1320, that on the 1st day of July of
that year, the whole amount due and outstand-
ine in the hands of Postmacters and others, was
01,100 21,” The report does not state it to
have been the fact. There never was a time
since the Departiment was but one fourth part as
extensive as it isat present, that on the first day
of any quarter the whole amount ol cutstanding
dobts was less than  double that amcunt. My
first report stated that, after deducting irom the
amount due from Postmasters: i others, on
the first of July, 1829, the expenses for frans-
porting the mail, and the incidental expenses of
the Departient for the quaricr ending that day,
( which amounted to upw.r
lirs,) there remained a ﬁa}iiu:‘q- Tue from them
of 01,400 21. The actual vinount of balan-
co2 due from Postmasiers on the 1st July, 1829,
was not less than ®400.000; and the amount
Aue to contractors and others, for the services
of tha quarter ending 'hat iy .was upwards of
2200 000—and my s‘alement showed the bal-
ance which remained, afier delucting the one
from the other. The law prohibits the pay-
ment of contractors till their sorvices are per-
forned. On the first day ofJuly, 1829, the
whole amount for transportation from April 1
todthat day, was due, amounting to more than
2300,000, hesiles former balances and other
expenses.  If “the whole amount due and out-
standine in the hands of postinasters and oth-
ers on that day, was but £94,400 21,7 as the
m+'ority alleace, the Departiment must have
‘been in a much worse condition when [ came in-
to it *han I ever protended, or than what they,
in another part of their report,aver. But their
object here is, to show the practicability of col-
Jectine at awiven day, the outstanding balances,
in order to discredit my statements,and not to
ahow the low condition in which my predecessor
left the Department.  But this is in character
with their other allemitions. |
'They next.ctiemnt, upon the invéstization
aud report of the Bradleys, to prove errers in
my statement of the apount of anaual trans-
portation. They state that they cannot vouch
for the accuracy of the report of the Bradlevs,
but they seem to presume on ils correcinass,
andbear tostimony, unon: its anthority, azains-
the statements which I have furnished, thougsh
accompanied with such data as will enable any
porson (o detect an error, if an error in them
aXis!s. A part of the statement of tlig Brgd-
ley's narporiing to have discovered errcrs in
the length of the mail roads, was too claringly
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e is entitled, T leave for the pubie and for lus
constituents to decide. ~

the contrac
Reeside and Slaymaker,
also applicable to thenn.
case two prapositions: t
ceptal; afterwards, for the |
tion'of the
quited,
griven.

to be sitmil
them, t!jey reprobate
ery conceivable variety
these routes,
service perl
sation allowed
tracts; and this the co
the means of knowing; and
self earncstly recomiended th
sive of these improvemenis,

mail in stages between C

opposite
la of 800,000 dol- | was a st
City, an(
long by the Kanhaw
tucky, on the Qhio riv
citizens of Ohio desiret
should participate in the adv
route, which it wa
by extending Gen.
olis by steamboat up the
mouth, about fift
the mostdirect In
ville, Staunton
tant places in
ment in Ohio,
Gen. House was preparin
purpose, and would probabl
ness to commence the opera
i
a mile.—
The request to give to
‘Virginia an
he reasonable. .
siderable, compared with the magnitude of the
ohject.
to extend his
between that place and Gallipolis in st
This extension. superseded a contract of Johu
Black, to car
tween (rallipol
year.
coniract with. Mr. Black, that if a stage or
steamboat should be established on his route,
the Postioaster (General should have the right
to annu!l L3 contract.
however, succead, during the continnance of
that contract,(which ended -vith the year 1S31)
in his experiment for running steamboats on
the KK anhawa, the mail was continued on horse-
Lack—NMr. Black continued to carry it—and
no more was paid for its transportation than the

'T'he same remarks are made in relation to
' ts of James Recside, and of Messrs.
'The same facts are
They made in each
o smaller was first ac-
‘@ better accommoda-
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public, the "rFeater sery ice Wils re
higher compensation
‘I'hese. and othier cases which they state
ar,  though they have nol specilied
as ‘“‘involving ahimost ev-
. of abuse.” On all
there 1§ now a greater amouni of
yrmed in proportion to the compen-
than unier any former con-
nmittee knew, or had
as Mr. Ewing him-
e oSt expen-
the public will
g decision.
adversion, is that

and of course the

adere what credit is due to hi
Their nest subject of anim

of a contract with Gen. Geo. House, of Ohio.

ten. House was a contractor for carrying the
hilticothe and Gallip-
lis, on the north west side of the Ohio river,
the mouth of the Kanhiwa. There
are roule running from Washington
1 from Richmond Va. by Staunton, a-
a, to Catlet'vburgh in Ken-
er.  Highly respectable
] that the state of Ohio
antages of this
s represented could be done
House's route from Gallip
Kanhawa to Coals-
v miles. This would perfect
1e from Richmond, Charlottes
- Lewisburgh, and other impor-
Virginia, to the scat of. govern-
It was also represented that
a steamboat for that
y have it _in readi-

LY

ril, 1831.° |

le pronosed to perform the s rvice for 230
'This was a moderate comjeasation.
Ohio the benefit of the
1 Kentucky stage line, seemed to
The expense appeared incon+

Gen. House was, therefore, directe
line to Coalsmouth, and: to Tun
eamboats.

ry the mail on horsebick be-
is and Coalsinouth, at $394 a

[t was an orizinal stipulation in the

Gen. House did not,

year than {0 perunt unn
subject the Departin
of 1,600 more than that sum
'pl‘up:’wlﬂ
tract was according
at =4,000 a
the 224 of Febr _
Jst April of that year. Dr. John 43 Terhlgg
was then a clerk in the (seneral Post Oty
He bad determined to resign
remove to Chicago..

tionn by the first of | &

inconsistent for aven the malority of the coin-

=39 | stipulated in the contract with Mr. Black.

Lo \#iiﬁb‘f‘lfﬂw} HTH1 hl'."
it to an annual expease
'ul by awcming the
of Messrs. Tewin and Arndt  A“con
!ir made with Col. Sayery
year. 'I'he contract was madle on
“ebruary, 1883, to comm s1ce on the

his situation, antl.

Col. Savery-:

<

On the last"day of February,

. " rad ‘ ‘ g
assizmed this contract to Dr. T'emple, who re
signed hig situation as clerk abo

ut the same

to the trans-

time. L knew ofny good objection r
{ highly

fer. - Dr. Temple was a gentleman o
respectable character, and entirely worthy of
(he trust. He had determined to resign his
clerkship in the Department, and did actually
resign, and remove to Chicago, before the coni-
mencement of the contract.
mit a person while a clerk in the Departmont
to hold a contract for truns,mrling the mail,
thourh the law does not prohibit it, anl T am
informed that it has been done in former years,
before I came into the Department; but I have

[ should not per-|

which their Conlract gl not contemplate.nor
requive. Thigrcon etgution was verbal, but |
told R i to reduce thvir staternent to writing,
and I would take it 1o consideration.  Upon
this, thoy presented me the fullowing written
statement : ' s
- %31 \WASHINGTON, July 12, -1832.
“¢Qy¢n: W hen we entered into contract with
you to run two daily mails between Philadel-
phia’ and Pittshurg, one with unexampled
rapfdity, an{l the other in threc and a lalfdays,
%_hadynu idea whatever of carrying the news-
papes mail in ouy most rapid line, nor do we
suppose it was ever contemplated by the de-
partment. ~ It was our intention, and we §0 ex-
pressed it in. all our conversations with you
and with the Superintendent of Mail Con-
tracts, to carry the principal letter mail only

of ;e law of March 34,
«“ And be it further en-
acted, That all waters on which steamboals
rogularly pass from port o port, shall be con-
sidered and established as post roads, subject to
the provisions_contained in the several acts re-
culatihg the Post Office establishment.””. No

™ . w #
er been on the Ohio, 18 0

person w ho hasev
gnurant asnot to know ‘that the waters of the

hio, especially between these two points, are
rezularly traversed by, steamboats. Mr.
Ewing knows it, and acknowledges 1t; yet bhe
denies that it is a mail reute by law. !
I'heymlso state, that the route betw een Mo-
bhileand New Orleans was not advertised, and
compiain that the law was violated by mak-
ing this contract without advertisement: and
he law was violated by gelling & sleam-
Though the char

sajf;,bul the 31 section
1823, is in these words:

in the most rapid lme, not believing it prac-
ticable to carry the heavy load of newspapers
gent to the west, with sufficient rapidity to
reach Pictshurg in the shortest time specified.
[ndeed, if we could have supposed that it would
ever bocome necessary to carry the newspapers
with that rapidity, we should not have under-
taken it for L‘.'Hﬁ than fifleen thousand dollars a

discovered no reassn why a person should be
refused this right afler leaving the Department,
for no other cause than his having once been
employed in“it a3 a clerk. The majority of the
committee havo so distorted thesze transactions,
as to present scarcely a beam of truth. "They

year beyond what we now receive. But ex-
perience soon taurht us that great comnlaints
were made agaiust the Departaient and car-
selves, when the nawspapers were not carried
as soon as the letters; and that these complainls
ware not coufined to  Pittshurg, but extendad

state that “John ‘1. Temp'e made cud a bid m
the name of Asahel Savery.” The bid is not
in the hund writing of Dr. Temple, nor does
his name appear in_the whole transaction till
after the contract was made with Col. Savery.

They state that “Dr. Temple, by means o:
his situation in the Department, obtained a con-
tract civing lim 34300 for carrying the mail
250 miles on horseback wezkly, for which
gervice, it is belicved,

%1500 would be a very |

Al over the west.  Tosatisly the public and
srstain the eretdit of both the Department, an|
ourselves; as its servants, we t'l‘lihL.‘: the exper:-
mant of trying to carry the newspapers with
our most rapid line.  We have partly succeed-
o l; but w.th very great losst* ['or three days
in‘the week, we.are compelled to exclude all

|

that t _
boat line upon 1t. glf of v 10-
a steamboat line
who first

lating the law by gelling up

upon it is against my predeccssor, .

ma:le a contract for carrying the mail upon it
in steamboats, it is but justice to him, for e,
on his belalf, to deny the charge. 'They accuse

gridify ing (0 such 10 1 ¢ injormed that the “cvil
co mplained of has been, in a great measurecq
removed by the arrangements since adopted,
under the present administration of the De-
artment. The contracts now in force in tLose
tates were let in the fall of 1832, and put n
operation in January, 1833. = A careful exami-
nation has been made of the amount of pay, .
‘and proporticn of pay, for the routes and parts
of routes, in each State respectfully, and it 19
found that there is at this time paid for maty

tra riation,
In' New Hampshire, &37,584

Vermont,

Difference, 84,603

The majority of the Commiltee speak of
what “the law contemplates,”” and of a limit
hevond which (he expenditure is not permit.
ted to pass without the consent of Congress;”
but they do not cite, nor refer to the law, be-
cauge nosuch law exists. They accuse the
Postmaster Greneral of not complying with the
39th section of the o<t office law, though their

him uniustly. There is a special law estab-
lishing this rout@, and under this law he acted
when he made the contract with Rhodes, as
also did whea [ renawed the con'ract afler his
Ifailure. As to the other points, the route was

| of a newspaper,

own printed documents gshow that it has becn

iiterally complied w ith every year for the last

five years. 'They cnmrlum because the Editor
friendly to the administration,

has what ‘is called the newspaper privilege, -

recularly advertised by me . preparatory to
‘making the contract,and taken at 25,000 dol-
lars a year, for three trips a week; and when
(ransforred to Mr. Porter, it was so altéred
as to run daily at 40,000 dollars a year—inore
than 18,000 a year less than pro rala. |
‘i'hey complain of the extra services perform-
e and of the extra allowances made - to ¥Wm.
Smith, ol Virginiay © When making this com-.
plaint, they knew that the exlira scrvices wers

oassengers, to the loss of not less than one
hundred doliars a day.
We are willing to perforin our contract to,

large compensation.” So far from the fuct. s
the insinuation’ of this contrzct having been
iven to Col. 8., fur the benef't of Dr. 'Temple,
that Tdid not know, nor suspect, at the time
of makingii with C'o’. Savery, that Dr. Temple
had ever thouzht of it. It was made with Col.
Savery inthe full’expectation that he woull
retain .it, on t'» sole principle that it was the
lowest offer, andd. under the circuimn;taces, the
best contract on the part o tha Dep ~tmont that
could then be made l{:r carrying the lay ot Con-
rress into effect. A3 to the amount paud; itwas
ower than others who wanted the contract, and

who were acquainted-sith the country throush |
‘which it* passe:]), would undertake the sesvice

for; and it does notappear to hava heen consid-
ered by Col. Savery, an o! ject of suflicient in-
terest for him to retain it A
The majorityof the commiites conplitht of
the correction of an evident error i a profodal
of James Reaside, whih was acceptted, for CiFtt~ |
rying the mail between flagerstown antl Me-
Cnurm‘.l:shl.ngh', twenty six aniles.  Tie pio-
posal, as aceepted, was
coaches on that line, thred’ times a week eéacu
way,for ihz tfansportation of thé'mail at a com-
ensation of forty dollarsa year. v, Reeside,
Eeﬁrrﬂ he commenced the service, stated that 1t

Lus will not be less than 315,000 a year; and for

t
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to run four horsa st Itwould!

the full extent of its meanin:r; but we must re-
linquish carrying the newspaper mails by our
most rapid line, unless we can, in part, be re-
munerated for it. . If, however, the Postmaster
(seneral is willing tosilence the public clamor,
which is so great when we carry theny in our
slow line, we will carry all the newspaper mails,
togethier with the letter mail, in our most ropid
line to Pittshursh and Wheeling in the shortest
time spacifiel in our contract, and so arrange
the continuation of the Baltitnore mail at Cham-
bersburg with our swift line, ‘as to carry the
newspaper as well as letter mail, from Balti-
more to Pittsburgh in two days, for the addi-
tional allowance of 810,000 per year from the
st of April Jast. The increased expense to

our own.credit and the credit of the Depart-
mient, we will make oae-third of the sacrifice
an'd parform the service or 510,000 a year.
We wonld gladly do it for a less s il we
could afford it; but we cannot; and at that rate
ifice will he as much as we can' bear.
he mmuch more gratifying to us, if the
public woull be satisfied withont it; but they
will not; anid our own feelings will not suffer us
to performi a service in which we cannot give

|

called for by more than a thousand petitioners,
sustained by the Representatives in Congress
of the sections of country through which the
line runs, and that thie extra pay is less in pro-
portion to the service than that ol the original
contract. :

James F. Robinson is the contractor for car-
ring the mail-daly in four horse post coaches
between Cincinnatti, Olio, and Georgetown,
Ky. ThL's line forms a part of the regular
connexion between thie seats of (roverninent
in - Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee. It also
connects the two great mail lines through Ohio
and Kentucky, and is an important part of the

.

meaning the privilege of carrying ne€wspupers
out of the mail thcuzh itisa privilege expressiy
provided for by law, and they knew thatit was
also enjoyed and extensively prachse:l by sever-
a1 editors. on their own sile of the question.
They refer to a confidential report of the Post.
master General to the Senate, in a manner
calculated to make the impression that T wish
to conceal the nature of the expenditures,
wheri that report was made confidential m obe-
dience to a resolution of the Senate. |
They notice a difference between the sume
of the several contrcts stated in the Dlune Boolk
and the sun given in my annual report to the
Prasident, amounting {o 40,396 dollarsa year.
They allece, that one statement gives the an-
nua! stipulated prices for contracts in Stptemb r

1833, and that it d ffers. from another statc-

| ment of tlhe annual stipulated amount of con-

tracts in November, 1833, to the amount of 40 ,-
196 dollars. This difference arises from the
hange made in the contracts in the United
States, between September and the 30th No-
vember, 1833, tozether with many other aiter-

shortest and most direct mail stage route be-
tween Cincinnati and St. Louis, (hrough In-
diana and Illinois. An increased expledition
and running inthe night instead .of the day,
would eifect the gain of an ontire day in these
important connexions. On thisaccount, he was
directed to make the chanee. A stipulationin
all mail contracts provides, that when the
Postmaster General directs a change of sche-
dule, or increase of expedition, he shall defray
the reasonable expenses which such change
shall require. - Mr. Robinson presenfed his
claim for this expense, and it wasnot admitted.
It was then referred, by inutual consent, to ex-
perienced and honorable men, both named by
| ine, for arbitration. Their award was allowed.

satisfuction to the, publie. Very respectfullly,

I'he maiority of the committee condemn the

ations and allowance which had been made
prior to- September, but which had not been
entercd on the contracts when the stulement
was made oat for the Blue Book.

And the reason why an “answer to the call of
the Senate for a statement of the sums paid for
the transportation and extra allowances in the.
| Blue Book’” has not been made, is that soon
after ' that resolution was assed, it, together *
with - other calls of a similar character, wus
superseded by the subsequent resolution of the
Senate empowering - the Committee on Post
Offices and Post roads, 1o make inquiry and
investication themselves, with power 10 send
for persons and papers. The commitiec o:nit-
ted, in their investigations at the. Department, *
{o calt the attention of myself or any other of--
ficar of the Departinent to the omissions in the

m-asure, Animpartial public will reverse their

QL. JAMIES REESIDE, 31
| decision.

SAML R SLAYMAKER.”

wasa mistake of tha clerk whin h2 hul emn-

plain transaction they have endeavored to 9 ‘ RIS A
ployed to copy his bid; that it was his iatention

mittes to introducein their report; and they'| This

!-Bh_m Book,—no (aubt because they had Lecome

© sabject, of the

have omitted it, thonizh confinmmed, as tiiey say,
but the oathaf Dr. Bradley. |

The ! ite Postmaster General stated .in his
lust report, November, 1828, that the annual

transportation of the mail was,
In staves, 6,139.591 miles.

On herseback, 7,170,445 ‘'miles

- B el

Making the total amount to be 13,610,050
I had taken this as a basis on which to de-
tarmine the amount of increase which 1 had
wiven Ly it, I have never examined his calcula-
tions, but, presume they are correct: I had
caused route books to be made,; containing the
names of the several pest otlices on each route,
and their distances from cach other, shewing
the len<th, andthe frequency of the fransporia-
‘tion of the mail on each routs. Wlhere the
roads had not'been surveyed, the distances
- were taken from the statements of Postinasters
on each route. IFrom these booikd a stalenent
was made of the length of eacl route; tho - ire-
quency of the transportation ol the mail upon
it, and the number of miles 't was transported
ina vear. ‘Thesuin of these shewed the whole
annual transportation of the mail, which was,
In 1832, 93.732,330 miles,
and in 1833, A 1,133 miles.

[n 1828, it was by the lat.

Postmaster General’s re-

ort, but

Making an increase fron: ¢ 13,244,446 mniles. :

1825, to 1833, of

'The majority of the cominittes sfate {hat
they had ot time to examine this document,
though they appear not to 'ave wante time to
examine the statement of the Brallevs; and
the inenority found time to examine this...

To discredit thi; si» :nent, the . Bradleys
0ok the advertisements for proposals to carry
‘he matl, the distances there stated, amd mea-
sured (he distances ; on the map when not noted
in the advertisement, took the frequency of
trips called for by the advertisements, and so |
calculated the amoutt of annual transportation.
‘The Bradleys knew, when moaking this state-
ment, though cert ficd by cath, that contracts
were often made for carrying the mail more
frequently ona roate thaa catlad for by adver-
tisernent, and often for extending them a grea-

I
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- 13,610,039 miles |
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distort
they confess that no evil was done, nor any o-
ther effect produce] than that of transforring
the route fremn Mr. Black to Gen. House, whio,
théy say, *‘is well known as an active and in-
fluential political

r u'e from Chillicothe to Grallipo
edtr A. L. Ross, at 81,100 a year. |
then represented that Gen. House had a stean-

ohject might be accomplished, or its

II

| the benelit of an increased ex

| upon s face

ter distance. The Commitiee also had evi-
lence ol the same facts, and that it was done In
a g=eat maty instances by existing contlracts:
yet they alfect to give fuli credit to the calcula-
tions of the Bradleys, upon these false data,

~The majority of the comm:itee animalvert

4

unon the contracts of Messrs, Stockton & Neil,
abserving that in tha report of the Postinaster
Janeral, furnished to Congress during the ses-
a'on of 18312, he quotad these contracts at a
1w rate; but that in his report of 34 March,
1334, he statad them to be at a much higher
rute. The facts befure the Comnittee, tur-
nished by the records of the Department, were

tha nroposals of Messrs. Stockton & Neil con-
raining two propu i ionsdis’ inctfrom each thor;
one was to perform a certain‘amount of service
{or a certain sum. The other was, to perforin
a much larger amount of service for a much
wreater sum.— ['he proposal was accepted for
the smaller sum, but with an express conditon,
that if the Postmaster General should, at any
rime, require of them the service Svmp:nml in
their second proposition, they should perierin it
fyr the sum stipulated in their proposals.  The
{irst report of this contract, with others, was
“made {rom the book of recorded proposals, and
contained the sum accepted. . Fhis was in con-
fyemity with the custom, which had prevailed
with my prelecessor. After the acceptance,
a1l afler substituting the greater amount of
saryvice, there was a wery presising application
ade tome, signed by Mr. Thomas Ewing,
Qoanator from Ohio, and many others, members
ot Congress, still 10 increase the service to taat
sxient which required the greatest amount of
s lditional cmnpouutitm. Agreonbly to the
ornest recommendation of Mr. Ewing and o-
ihars, it was done.  And now the complying
with what Mr. Ewing then so earaesily press-
- as proper and right, he reprobatesas i:apro-
wor and wrong.  Whether be was 'sineere in
143 advocating it, orin conic oming it, I know
.of; or whether the relation 12 which ke now
«anids to the state of Ohio—which gtate was
Laoply interested in the impr?ve:q&nt,'hu 8C
Changed as to have changed his opinion on the
meil acgommedations to which

|

into an act of official iniquity, though

partisan. "

At the renewal of the Ohio confracts, the
lis was accept-
[t was

hoat in a state of forwardness for the Kanhawa,
and was determined to make another cx[mi'i—
ment to unite these two lines, and the citizens
were desirous that it should be done. 'That this
ractica-
bility tested, Mr: Ross voluntarily relinquish-
ed the route to Gen. House. A contract was
made with Gen. Heouse to carry the mail three
times a week in four horse post coaches be-

tween Chillicothe and Gallipolis,to run through
in one day iustead of one day -and six hours;

aleo to carry the mail three times a week be-
tween Gallipolis and Coalsmouth, (which had
Leen  carried but twice a weck under Mr.
Black’s contract,) to test the experient of
runnine steamboats on the Kanhawa, and, it
found practicahle, to extend them fo Kanhawa
C. i1. sixty miles—and for the whole service
to receive %2,000 a year. .

This sum is 21,106 more than the sum for
whi-h Mr. Ross proposed to ¢arry the mail be-
tween Chiliicothe and Gallipolis, and the sum,
%394, which had been given under Mr. Black’s
contract for carrying it but twice a week be-
twean Gallipotis and Coalsmoutly.. For this
w 1,106, admitting thit the stcamboat experi-
ment <hould fail, the Department would receive

edition of half a
day between Chillicothe mur Gallipolis; and
threetrips a week, instead of two tripsa week,
between Gallipolis and Coalsmouth. - But if
the steamboats should succeed, as was confi-
dently expected, the gain to the Department

would havg been very considerable.—'['he ma-

[ jority of the Committee stale, that there is’ a

clear loss on these routes, by giving them to
Gen. [louse, of 81,206 a year. Their state-
ment carries the evidence of misreépresentation
[t is tantamount to saying that
three trips inatead of two, and anincreased ex-
pedition of six hours a trip, are worth 100 a
year less than nothing.
~ On acontract made with Col, Asahel Save-
rv, for the transportation of the mail betweon
Chicacro and Green Bay, estimated to be 250
miles, they 1lso animadvert.—The law estah-
lishing thie route was passed, with about 500
others, on the 15th of June, 1832,  The adver-
Lisernents for proposals to transport the mail
on these routes, was prepared before the publi-
cation of the law; nut!l for want of the law as it
finally passed, some errors were liable to hap-
pen in the description of routes. In consequence
of this, the route was advertised to run from
Detroit to Green Bay imstead f Chicago to
Green Bay. Several proposale, however, were
receivedd for transportiag the mail from Chica-
eiﬂ to (Green Bay; the lowest of which were
those of Col. Savery, at 3,000 a year, once in
two weeks, or 83,500 once a week, and of
Messre. Livvin and - Arndt, at 23,000 a year,
once in two weeks, without specilying any sum
or whicli they would perform the route once a
{weelk; but if required to run once a weel; the
service would be double, and they would Lave
the right torequire thedouble amount, 36,000
a'year. . . v

It was intended that it should be performed
weekly, and Col. Savery’s proposal was accep-
tell at 3,500 a year. Ile afterwards stated that
from information received since he had made
his proposition, he had learned that the distance
was fifty miles more than he had anticipated,

having had no advertisement for his guide as in
ordinary casas;that the waters on the route were
such as would require expensive preparations
for passing them, tha country beinyg unsettled,
and for these reasons h2 prayed, for a reconsid-
eration of Lis accepted proposals, and for a fur
ther allowance of ten or 8 1500.
d to be réason and equity - in his request, and
z'buuider' r that the lowest proposal otherwise
made was by persons, one of whom resided at
l(e}draen Bay, and was presumed to have know-
ge
‘was at the rate of $6,000 a year for a weekly
trip, it was deemed more ‘economical for the
Department to allow to Col. Savery 81,500 a

There seem-

of the difficulties and expense of the route,

to have propised to run daily, for fotirteen han
dred dollar. a vear. Thebidasil w sreceived

and accented, carried upon its face the appear
ance of a mistake, or at least of something that |
needed explanation. ‘The proposition to pér-
form the service for ten times that sum would
have heen considered too low ta warrant the-ex-
pectation that the service would: be wall per-

-

On the preseatation of the above, I made tlie
allowan<e. 1t was for service which their origin-
al contract dil not require them to perform;
and a service for which the public voice was
clamorons. But what is the language of the
majority of the copumittee in relation to this.
They say “DBut it has not bean thought neces-
sary, in all cases to preserve even the cover of

form=],unless it came from a person most favor--
ably known to the Department, ‘Theexplina-
tion was given Ly him—theerror {,‘nrl'e,twl—ﬁ
while he performed the service daily, with &
increase of distance, five miles each way, he
was allowed fourteen hun'red dollars; anel
since the service isreduced tothree timesa
week, seven hundred dollars a yeir.

" On another route, hetiveen Baltimora and |

Chamhur;hury, sevenly-seven miles, forwhich
Mr. Reeside is contractar, to carry a daily
mail, his proposal contained twodistirfct propo-
sit'01s, onoa to perform betweosn certain honrs
and within a given time, for %1,900; the other
to give such increased expe:dition as wonld gain
an entire day Dbetween Baltimore and "Pitts-
burch, for %3,495 a year, The first was ac-
cept-d; but the exp:d.tion was found te be of
such importance that the second was adopled.
I'he majority of the Committee’dfate that *the
expedition ddes not appear to have been of any
considerable value to the public to gain a day
in all intercourse hetween Baltimore and Pitts-
burgh, and consequently all places N, W. of
Pittsburgh and S. of Baltiniore, the mercantile
and trading part of the community can he'tor
jude. These Tremarks, relative to dfstinct
prop-sitions in the same’ proposal, and Jiscre-
tion of adopting the onc or the otlier, us shall
seemn most expzdient ara’équally applicable, as
before remarked, to the other routes of Mr.
Re»sile, and also to those of Johnson, Hutchins,
Hough,Henry, and Childs ,and, therelore, it is
not necessary that I should dweil longer upo
them. But one other cascof Mr. Réasile is
exhibited by them in so deceptivea lizht and
with such gross misstatemets, that I cannot
suffer it to pass unnoticed,

Mesrs. Ragsids and Slaymaker enterad into
contract to transport the mail between Phila-

delphia and Pittsburg, daily, in<four horse post |

coaches, torun two Jlinesa day; ona togo
through ina few hours more than tweodays; the

increased services, as an excuse for, these extra
allowances,  ‘The ten thousand dollars, yearly
allowed to Reesjde and Slaymaker, on the route
from Philadelp®if to Pittsburyr, is wholly with-
out apology.” This assertion, with the facts

before them, is what we shoull not have ex-

pected from a committee of the Senate of the
United Stares.  Bat they proces | farther; and
hehind the suicld of official privilege, by mis-
represgntation anl detraction, they make: a
thrast at what is of infiintely wore value than
Hlife itself, the character of an oicer of the De-
partment and of these two contractors.
They state, “to give the transaction its true
| character, this ten (housand dollars a year was a
g f1: out of the funds of Departinent, to the con-
| tractors; and there are some furt.:or circum-
stances attending it, whichona most careful-
inquiry by your committee, are not satisfacto
rily explaine.l.”  What do they give as the
circumstances attending i? - First, that the con-
tractors had not yet divided the money among
the company of stockholders in the stage lines
Ly which thg mail was transported, “but held
it to meet debts of the company to which they
were liable; and, sccondly, lflilt Mr. Brown
had obtained a loan on interest, from these
J'rﬂnllvt_ucn, for the purpose of purchasing pro-
perty in the city of Washinglon. They ac-
tknowledge that the (estimony. oi both Reeside
and Slaymaker proves, that the loan wason in-
terest, for the evidence of which they had Mr.
Brown's aeceptance—that Lie had repail a part
of it at the end of one year,and that they held him
responsible, an} ke never disavowed his re-
sponsibility for the remainder; but to throw
a shatlde upon the transaction, an’ by inuendo to
chargza honoryble men with perjury Jand Mer.
Brown with corruption, they say that “this

i

in conpexion with another, testified to by Ed-
win Portér, which will be fonnd in another part
of this repor!. In that case, Brown was, short-

other in threc anda half days. The object of | ly before, and shortly after this transaction, the

the two lincs was that the weight of the whole
mail beine too great to admit of its transporta-
tion with the rapidity required by the shortest
time, the principal letter mail for Lancaster,
Harrisburg, Chambersburg, Bedford, Pitts-
burg, and ull places west of Pittshurgh and
the same returning, might be cayried throngh
with the greatest possible rapidity, that niu!
not being over-loaded, nor requirad to stop at
all the way offices to exchange mails; but that
the more tardy line mizht carry the heavy
newspaper mails, and the letter majls for the iu-
termedrate oflices, comnmonly called the way
mail. In this way they began their ﬂ[;ﬂri”i!f{ﬂ

on the 1st January, 1832,the day when théir

contract commmenced, It was but a shert time
before heavy complaints were made by editors
and others, on account of the delay of newspa-
pers.  When information was received hy.,:"-
ter, or by newspapers put up in letlers, ad i3
customary with those wllm have tho privilege
of franking, carlier than by the regular news-

paper mail, the contractors were accuseidl of

detaining the mail on the road, and the Depart-
ment was cengured for suffering them to do so.

Messrs. Reeside and Slaymaker wereamong
the best of contractors, and no persons could be
more sensitive than they, when any complaints

lender of very lar
on irterest.” ,
When this part of the report was penned; as
it is understoad, by Ewing, he had the proot
hefore him, that Mr. Brown never loaned a
cent of his own money to Mr. Porter—that
Mr. Brown received, as agent, from a gontle-
man, a sum of money to place in sale hawds at
interest— that the gentleman shortly after died,
and’ that Mr. Broan is still acting as the agent
for his widow and orphan clnldren—that of the
mnnnx thus received, he muule these loans to
Mr. Porter; but that the money which he bor-
rowed was to purchrse property for his own
henefit, and not as agent for another; and that
he borrowed the mouey for himself, because he
would not, himself, be the borrower of money
put into his hands to lean out as the agent for
another,' With these evidences before them
' where does the charge of iniquity lie? 'l'lle_',"
|also knew that the loan from Messrs. Reside and
Slaymaker had no connexion, whatever with
(heir extra allowance, nor with any official

re sums of money to Porter

afler the allowance was made to them. The fact
is; that Mr. Brown had no more agency in the
allowance of the ten thousand dollars, than Mr.
Ewing himself had. Messrs. Reedside and

|

transaction is the more remarkable when taken.

transaction. It was not made within' halfa vear |

Messrs. Avery, Tompkins, and Saltmarsh,
are the contpdCtors for carrying the mail on
several routés, Jamong which are the routes
constituting the main southern line, between:
| Petershurg, Va2and Fayetteville, N. C.,

upwards of two hundred miles, daily, in four

horse post coaches. It is well known that
| stage proprictors calculate upon passengers for
| a considerable proportion of the remuneration
for their expensés.—About ninety miles of this
road are almest impassable in the winter; and
very frequrntby does it happen, that the badness
of the road, and the expedition. required, are

such, especialiy since the mails are becone ' so
heavy, as often to weigh more than a ton, that
the best ‘of coaches are ’broken, and a failure
of the mail i3 the consequence. 'T'o prevent
these disasters, they were required to carry the
mail in four horse wagons, so as to exclude
all passeniers, and for the accommmadation of
travellers, to.ran a tri-weekly line of coacles,
during three months in the year, for which an

additional allowance was made 02500 dollars.
The mode of conveyance was changed by or-
der of the NDepartment, from what was speci-
fied in their contract; and the change was such
as to require. from them the full amount of ex-
pense for horses and drivers, but to. deprive
them of all revenue for passengers; or, if they
obtained any thing for passengers, it was al
the additional expense of runing an extra line.

Was 1t unreasonable that they should receive,
at lcast, a partof the expense which the change
required® Yetthe majority of the Committee
call it an “extraordnary allowance,” and con-
demn it as unwarrantel.

They condomn a lawful and reasonable al-
lowance to J. B. Bennett, because, they say,
he Lecame, after obtaining it, the cditor ofa
newspaper, friendly to the administration.
Their statement. is destitute of the slightest
shadow of truth.  Mr. J. B. Beunett was ne-
ver known, either asa politician or asan editor.
He never owned a printing sctablishinent, nor
' had any concern in any newspaper. So far as
he or his partner entertainad political - partiali-
ties, they were in favor of the late administra-
tion, and oppesul to the present.  He is how
deceased, and Lis brother, who was lis part-
ner, is his successor; but what his political
opinions are I never knew {ill informed of them
by a recent cominunication. The report of
4 tlie honorable Messrs. Grundy and Robinson,

lias taken a fair and impartial view of the
whole suhject of the investigations of the Comn-
mittec; and when their report shall be read,
remarks, from me are scarcely necessary.

The mé&onty of the committee make a com-
Furisnn between the amoants of  expenditure
or mail transportion in the State of New
Hampshire and in the State of Vermont, as
they appear by the oificial report of February,
1831, showing that there was 15,610 30 more
oxpended in New [fampshire than in Vermont
| whilst there were 31,324 more postage paid,
the same year by Vermont than by NewHamp-
shire. This exhibit is evidently made with
a view of charging undue partiality to New
| Hampshire over Vermont, in the mail av-

rangement for the two States. I miglit dis
| miss the subject with the remark, that whe-
ther it be so or not, is a matter that ‘cannat
affect me, officiallv, or otherwise; for the mail
arrangement for those States, for the year 1831,
or for any ycar prior to the Ist January, 1833,
was not.of my devising. It was the work of
my predecessor.. The contracts in the New
England States that were in operation as late
as the 31st December, 1828 were let in the
fall of 1823, and put in operation in January,

|

L

.

w ade 1Ching ir ¢ ; 1l
Lof]ﬁ.n:,i:::-l; ‘?F:j‘::ﬁ:;L‘ﬁ;‘;ﬂ‘-;‘;::‘fm:l: t.llaml Slaymaker came themselves {to me, while I | 1829, during tlie administration of the Hon,
\ plaints, they .| was confined to my house by indisposition, and | John Mclean. I do not believe that the mail

agrecably to (he wishes of the D
dortook, from the Ist of ;'lpril,er;w; to.carr

all the newspapers for Pittsburg, and  places

bevond that point, in their more rapid fline. }-

After three months’ trial, they came to "Wash-
ington, and’ alleged that the loss which' they
had sustained by carrying the great newspaper
mail, in their more rupishina,waumgrmt Ml
it would prove ruinous to continue if, unjess
they should rececive *homething"ipprmtinmlhz
to a remuneration for the same. 'They u

their right to relinquish their contract, if they:
were requiredt to continue the service, as it w.)' i“ palawill. W dether th

involvinr an eno ' . : ¥ R ;o
pmu[ic;ﬂ]ﬂl a“dli{:;:::ﬁ:}?ﬁ?ﬁmt; :e;:;l:: ;ct to _!u:llg-.:e me, or wlmther_‘llicy intend willfully'| the Commuttee, that Judge lclean’s arrango-
e VT 4o mpose on the credulity of others, 1 will hot ' ment was an exceptiomable one, it may be

Brown, or knowing his opinon upon the subject.
The injustice of their remarks on the con-
tracts of Mr. Parter, is too apparent to need
much comment, There is,but one specifica-
tien contained, in them, and that is, that the
Ohio river,botween these points, (Guayandotte
and Louisville,) is not a mail route estah-
lishat by law,” they therefore condemmn the
establishment of a steamboat line hetween themn
were themselves
nt of the law under which they presume

[}
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"i -
riment, uay | presented their case, and [ made the allowance [ accommedations to these two States were made
Y1{as a‘matterof right, without cansulting Mr. | under the influence of any impraper preférences

in favor of New Hampshire,

It is apparent, that New Hampshire, from
her position on the sza-board, in the neighbor-
hood of the great emporium of New England,
and of other large commercial and manufactur-
ing ftowns, must require more frequent in-
terchay of the mail' thant Vermeont, whilst
the latter, from hor remotencss of situation
from the main points of correspondence, must
necessarily pay the higher rates of postage,
provided by law.  But ifany shall beleve with

# ol

' gware, from what they had ascerlained them-
| selves, that the items couldt be satisfactorily
civen, and any supposed diserepancy distinctly
elerlaincd. | ;
'hey stated that the expenses of fravelling
ent, were paid by the
postmaster in New York, ““and then the char-
cres covered and concealed uuder the name ol
incidental expenses of the post office at the cit
of New Yorll\ » This allegation is entirely .
foreion from the truth; for there is not in the
Dﬂﬁfrlment such an account as ““fhe incidntial
cxpenses of the post office at'the cily of New
York,” nor of any other post office. The ac-
| count of“‘incidental expenses’ is common to the
whole Department,and not proper toany one
post office; and the charges of which they  speak
are all entered in that account,and a copy of that
account reported to the Senate, referred fo the
Committee, and printed with their report. "I'hey
had the means of comparing it with theentries
rn the books and with the orginal accountc-
and youchers. They found nothing wrong, and
therefore resorted to direct misstatement, with-
out even a coloring of truth for its mantle. Tle
same they have done in their statoment of ex-
tra-allowance to contractors. Iu the case of
one individual, Mr. Reeside, they have stated
his extra allowances to be upwards of $37.009
a year more than what they really are,

This is a fair specimen of the crédit due to
their allegations, -in . relation to allowances as
well s other matters. So in their remarks
upon the accountsof Messrs. ‘True & - (reen;
they alleze that the statement in the Blue Book
is incorrect; and to sustain them in the position,
they show that their printing accounts amount-
od {o precisely .what is stated in the Blue Book,
but that the paper also was purchased by the
Department, and shoulld therefore he counted
as a part of Lhe expense ol printing. It is the uni-
form custom of the Department; to furnish pa-
per for the printing of the bLlanks, and to allow
the printers a certain sum per ream for printing
thenr. . This was the case with True & Grreen,
aul with others employed for that purpose.
‘I'hey purchased the paper by direction of the
Department and chargzed the Department with
it in their account. T'he printing was a distinct *
charge, and the amount is noted in the Blue
Book as the sum paid for printing. "I'heir other
remarks concerning printing, are quite as for-
eign from candor and correctness.

Their intermeddling with private and mdi-
vidual concerns, and their attempts, by false
coloring, insinuations, and inuendoes, to injure
private character; are unworthy the respect
which their official station is calculated to give
them. T'heir effort to blast the reputation of Mr.
R:eside, has boon successfully repelled by him
and made to receoil upon the principal actor in
this disgraceful attack. ' Their inquisitorial
proceedings in relation fo my own private buysi-
ness—their personal insinuations—their attack
upon my private character—are the more pro-
per subjects of individual responsibility: and |
must consider them entirely beneatli any official
regard or public refutation.

T\l official actsbelong to my country; and
.whelﬂcr their tendency has been the promotion
of the public good, 1 cheerfully submit to the
decision of my fellow citizens. 1 make no pre-
tension 1o mfallability, but my errors, wimt-—

gver thoy may have been, have not resulted
from desion.  Our national domain is extended
from the frozon regions of the north to the
plains of perpetual foliage in the south; from the
Atlantic ocean on the east, to the Rocky moun-
{ains on the west. Clashing interests and sec-
tional prejudices can be countracted only by
safe and speedy intercourse. Every improve-
ment which tends to shorten the timo of episto-
lary carreapondence, and to expedite and facili-
tate the traveller -in his transitions {from one
part of the country to another, is like bringing
the distant parts nearer together; and while it
strenzthens the bonds of frieadship increases in-
telligence, and affords convenience to the men
of Lusiess, itdoes more to cernent our Union
than any other consideration of interest or safe -
tv. 'This end I have kept constantly in view.
W hether I have boen in any degree successful,
the public will judge. The vindictive course
pur sued by my enemies,—made so by the ran-
.cor of party violence alone,—the unjust, un-
lawful, and unprincipled manner in which they
have ‘conducted their mvestigations,~has in-

L
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