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'S'ADVOCATE, |the forts and the mn'lequ&nl expenditure of | DEF ENCE is 1o be-gstablished or N
money in their construction, was governed by  Mr. B. believed it to be both per '
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s b nct—oich dhe firal act for Toi< ing the Soal of President Washingion in car- | The legielative remiyseer thb Biate’ ot No
AhE™y and harbors of the Uniladg inlo effect the uct of Congress, exerpli- | York, as coming tropma State | oy Jdmﬂ;,:
#: 4t is not ouly general in its provisions, | fied in theorder to all the engineers “*fo exe- | aldwinistration, us coutuining an |
- o b g : _ ! ¢ . ’ ing argument

‘! it vested President Washington with | despatch.” This, said Mr. B. wus in the year |came from other States, and as being strictly
? onary powers over the whole subject | 1794, when the Federal Government wasal- | pertinent to the present; debate, Mr.'B. would™
the foundation of the federal Government, of! ¥ gecution of thisact was the next point toi most without revenues, when it wus encumber- (read. - | -'
r. B. would call the attention of the jed with debts of which it could withdifficully |  New York Iegislature, March, 20, 1807

3 :

det Itis already seen that it conferred | discharge the annual interest, and when the| < Resolved. A : .
The business of forlifying our coasts dates %-._ ¥ and discretionary powers on President | means of the Treasury were 8o low that the | (lat e:ry tu;nsi;emim m::; :‘“"fm"‘:{-

500,000 | from the very commencement of this ' federal| ¥¥ | y
2,769,000 | Government, and r 'sulis from the constitution-

YEShingion over the whole subjeet, and par-|engineers were directed to apply tothe State | guire
WOWigely over the time when Ihi works lln!:ultl authorilics for voluntary t:imll{.‘ilht{timm o cke Lg‘lled ';); ::::lﬁgfg:i!lﬂat::::::eﬁm :);'adop-
2469000 | al obligation of the Government to provide | b&®Smmenced. With that great man, the |out the lcnnlly appropriations of Congress! an | tection of the bort of. New Yerk pro-
460,000 | for the “common defence,” and from the sur- | PresEst time . .
6,407,000 | render of their custom-house revenues, by the | GoNEy bat ha

susually the proper time for |appeal which was nowhere met with such| «'I'hat the
DI to be du{w; and fl::h was his| generosity of fecling as at Charleston, 8. C. | inlumnl:t:l' III:E :fuulturril:l:;:;i::m:;d::
*1.007.136 States, to the General (Government, for sev-j CoRg in the great trust now confided to him. ’ :
nfusl eral hportant pational objects, of which one| FRE8Et pulling into his hands the wer of
13,008,687

where the contributions were characterized by |tlys mos irub'e ob
 u ' the wonted liberality of that State: 8000 dﬂj}l u']‘h“: ;:,ﬂ;:r?é:(ﬁgg:m‘h' United Stales
tled, without lhl: lpiﬂﬂiﬂ -Eii;.th:p:};ﬁ::r:r ety of the most important, the most prominent, | i ing his country, passed on the 20th day | work of labor; between £'_I00, and £800, in | the revenueé arising from imposts, this State
A vy USTT, i fwenty-five cents for 3,869,026 | and most essentially national, was_that of pro- | NSRS, on the 28th day of that same month the| money; 4000 feet of ranging timber, given|anticipated, snd has now a right (o0 expect
three times \ ar, 952 869 | viding for the common defence. For the ac-| Brsistructions issued from the War Office to gratuitdusly; and all the mechanical work done | (hat 'a conpetent partion of that revenue
1,424 420 | complishment of these objects, the constitu-|the'@Egineers to repair fo the respeclive sta gratis by the mechanics of the city. | would be appropriated for its defence, and that.
133*2,367J tion invested the President with the right, or | l¢ 18 commenceoparations; and by the 11th| l?lr- . would remark, in closing his brief| {},e Congress ol the United States ‘;., bound
oy g oho 1 756,858 | rather im upon him the duty, of recom-| OF AgHil the last of these instructions had issu- notice of the reports of the engineers of 1794, | by their constitutional duties, us guardians .of
Alabama, 9 1,630,000 | mending to Congress the adoption of the mea- ed, -  other wards, the first instructions issu- | that they selected, in alinost every instance, | (e common defence and general wellare, to
Florida, "Fer., 12 5,014,000 | sures wf.ich he deemed necessary; to Congress | © hin eight davs after the passage of the I‘ﬂ}ﬂﬂ_ not cramped by the smallness ol appro- ' '
ga=This table d<es not include 14 smaller itself'it confided the sacred tusk of acling on| 3;& #d (he whole wilhin twenty-two days; priatiofis, the same points for defending the
! in

-

.‘
1)

| | _ ¥, portinont. 10 the | fif

lhui wmti‘a; of -t!n:l mnllliy, its accessible -nid t::cuion, and profitable in its effect to puuse wnd

. vulnerable peints~and not upon any rule| for a moment; to look back u the past, be-
R L‘n“ ki ;IH I_?!:) o founded upon pnp:lluticm or tervitory. -Mr. | fore wo l.me;ded with the present, o':lh; fa

Every TuEsDAY & bAT‘URDA‘E’ ORNING-1 B. then read two detailed tables, the totals of | ture, and to take a rapid historical view, from | di
TeErRMS .rSomi-Weckly at Four Dot~ | which are as follows:

LARS per annum ;—if paid in advance, Three| o . .o No st o8
dollars will discharge the debt, and : s,
The Weekly, on Tuesday morning, al Two -
Dollars antl Filty Cents ;—if paid in advance, 1
T'wo dollars will discharge the debt. : 6
All payments for the half year, made during the 8 s
first thr.e mooths, will be deemed payments in ad- : ;

ents for the year, made during the
:rl::tn:: I:u;ﬂ::fr‘.ﬂnm d&ﬂmt}d’plg;ﬂt!llhl in advance 10
No subscription will be received for less t han six z -
10

3

3

9

“months, nor iséontinucd until all arrcarages are sct- |
10

,'i.l-

Torat Cost. | that branch of the national defence now under | WilSE L
consideration.

Maine, &1,365,890

New Hampshire,

Massachusctts,

Rhode Island,

Cennecticut,

New York,

Pennsylvania and
Delaware,

| Mary and,

Virgini,

North Carolina,

South Carolina,

(Greorgia,

'
'

" B

should be post paid.

_ _
Speech of Mr. Benton,

O MISSOURL

each subsequent insertion—larger advertisements in
satis(ly this proper und l_'ulonlblo expectn-
forts. the cost of which is not estimated. all the measures, either of its nwn suggestion | nuginecrs were employed, all French rts and harbors which have heen subsequent-
’ } and of|

Prup{.lr_liﬂn.r
tion.
Mr. B. wished to repeat, and to be dis- | Or of the President’s’ recommendation; 9: the whole coast from Maine to Geor- | ly indicated by other enginecers, and that, at

a3~ All communications lo insure attention
) ::{){nofbrd, '}‘Imi nlt} upplﬁaim b. made {0
’ ' | e FPresulent of th ited S : balf
tinctly' understood, as exhibiting these tables doing what was right and proper to be dene, 8 parcelled among them, and the whole | most of the harbors, they recommended float- ; e United States in behalf of

this State, to fi: ' ' '
: Such were the duties of the $ State, to fix upon a plan of durable and

IN SENATE.
Tuesday, February 23, 1836.
NATIONAL DEF‘EN’CE-_—FORTIF‘I-
| CATIONS.

+«On motion of Mr. BENTON, ‘as chair-
man of the Committee on Military A fairs,
the Senate proceeded to the coansideration ol
the bill making appropriations for the col-
lection of materials, the purchase of sites,
and the commencement of the construction ol
tho new fortifications. The Bill bavinyg been
‘yead, Mr. B. roso and commenced his speech

with saying, that when the bill was reported

T

| than n another.

for the inforination and satisfaction of the
Senate, not for the purpose of showing that
more or less was expendcd in opue quartier
[t was a subject on which
equality of expenditures woukll be abhsurd;
besides it was a subject. on which tables col ld
not speak explicitly; oflen the fort counted 1n
one State belonged just as much, for all the
purposes of protection and expenditure, loa-
nother State in which it was not counted.—
'This was the case with all forts situated upon
bays or rivers which divide States, and was
strongly exemplified in Connecticut and New
York, in * Pennsyvivania and Delaware, and
in Maryland and Virginia -

Alter the

yxeculive, and
of the legislative departments under the new
Government, and in execution of them—{
now limit myself to the point under consider-

ation—in execution uf them, we sea the Father | mong
of his Country immediately coming forward, ' Structs

| {in® @¥Eoast was under operalien.al once, and
withiga few weeks afler the passing of the
act. Whe Engineers employed were Roche-
ontalie, Vincent, L'Enfant, Rivaedi, Ver-
s, Martinon, and Perrault; and the in-
s to them, as well astheir reports to

and pressing upun Congress the great duty of the&8vernment, will still reward the’ research

national dofence, in a series of recommenda-
tions, repeated from year to year, until his pa-
ternal ﬂl!lvim roduced its Géﬂtt.

The first of these recommendations was in
the annual message of 1790, and this is an ex-
tract from it: | J

“ Among the most interesting. ohjects whicly, for
| will engage your attention, that of providing ext

for the common defence, will .merit particular
recard. To be prepared for war is one

and Gfriosity of any citigen who will take the
troubisto hunt them out and to read them.
' L'heypanay still be read with vrofit by the mil-
itar f an; and the friend of state rights may
dwell gpon them with pride and exultation for
the refpect and deference which they evince
e authorities. Mr. B. would read an
itk lrom Lhe instrutions, and another from
sume i the reports, as a specimen of the whole,
' and Wae certain that the Senate would hear

ing batteries and galleys to be combined with'
the fortification delence; a species of floating
défence which the late engineers adapt in the
idea and supersede in the form by recommend-
ing the adoption of the great improvement of
the age, steam power, |
At the meeting of Congress in November,
1794, President Washington causeéd to be com-
| municated to that body the. steps which he had
'tuken, and the progress which had been made,
in carrying intoeffect the act the 20th of March
preceding, with an urgent recomwmendation to|
increase the fortifications and make them com- |
mensurate with the exigencies of the country,
The Military Conimittee of the House of Re- |
presentatives responded to this appeal, and as
early as the 4th day ef December ensuing,

Feﬁnanenl defence for the port of New York,
ully adequate to the importance ol .the object,
and that he be also respectfully requested 1o
appropriate, out of the moneys placed at hie”
disposal, as large a sum as can be usefully ex«
pended for that purpose, uniil Congress shall
have:it in their power to make futher provision-
in the pr  mises, - =

‘“ Resolved, That the Legislature of this
State fully approve of the conduct of our Sen~" .
ators and Representatives in Congress, in ad-
vocating and eanforcin i the claims of tine
Stale in this respect, and that they be request-
ed to support and enforce such further mea-
sures as may be nocmn:-ly for the permanent
defence ot this State, and to obtain, either. by

from the commiitee some weeks ago, the eneral view of the whole.number
F'rench question wore a lowering aspect, and | of forts, M rrB presented w gereral view of the
a majorily of the Senate seemed ready to vote particalar bill before-the Senate. It wasa bill to
the large appropriations which the crisis re- | yrovide for the collection of materials,the pur-
quired. ‘Swce then, the fear of danger from | chasé ofsites,& the commencement of construc-
that quarter had vanished, and he must now | tion ofnew forts. The number proposed was 19;
appeal to the enlightened forecast of the Sen- | their ultimate cost was estimated at $£5,170,-
* ate for the same vote which a patriotic impul- | 448; and the amount to begin ‘within the pres-
sion would then have given. 1 took occasion, | ent bill was $1,783,800. Besides these 19
saidd Mr. B., then to say, that my own support  forts, the bill proposed $660,000 for steam
of the bill, and of the whole line of pnlicy | batteries to be stationed in- aid of the forts, in
which it indicated, had no dependance upon | the different ports and harbors of the United
“the French question; that [ was in favor of States.  This was the general view of the bill; . | .
providing for the general defence, without re-#the particular view of ‘it in showing the dis- bagis ol. systematic and solid arrangement; ex-
gard to exirinsic circumslances; and that, 80 (rhution of the forts, their separale uhiimate posed “_llmﬂ as pnsmkle to the hazard of for-

far a8 my own course was concerned, [ should cost, and present appropriation: for “each one, tuitons circumstances.”’ e
go on to clothe the country with the mantle | he would also show; and for that purpose, read | . In the message of 1793, President “Wash-
ington again averts to this primary duty of and

“defence. and to put her in a condition to | the following table: . 3 - *
of defence, : b | 5 Congress, and presscs the necessity of “com- | and k

~meet the contingency of war, although [inight _ . i
be ] e : g plete defence,” ina renewed recommendation | shire. &

~ hold in my han:l the bontl of Fate for peace. : : : SR ¢ - . : 82 4 | s | sl \ . )
G L : il | itell States has sent couched in the mnst impressive terms, and, N are Ihereﬁ_u:e m.':imedm lelx (0 repair 10 | ed for reasons assigned by the Secretary in his tifications demanded their early consideration.
The President of the United Sta ¢ enforced with earnest appeals {o the lofty con- fis to be fortified in' the sail States re- -

o : hiect: one while the ‘ the report. | , - This was the farewell to gun-boats and the re-
r‘;‘:r;:;}hﬂ?‘:::ﬁ:: “?v;l:::ul;;‘::;:mi“g £ T sidorations cennected with the duty of Con-|#pectily, and in case the Governors should | - ““That contraets have been entered into for | vivial of the great gyntm‘b: of defence, planned
" recommending us to provide for the public de- gress, the interest of the Union, and the honor be neaany of the said porle, you are to wail | {heordnance necessary, and measures taken for and established by Washington. Thg Con-
g fence; the other, since the happy termination $304,000 ! dignity, and independence of the country. !"P"" flem and exhibit t instructions. But | progressing in the forlilications as #oon us the [ gress of 1809, concurred with Mr. Madison,
JE that_qustion, aanuscing {1 Sempiions 150,000 | The - followifig is the passage in his mes- | il fheM§overnors should be at any consider- | season will permit. . : and at that very session the largest appropria~
conclugion, but. stiil adbering to.the recnm-!,ﬁjamcl{u!el!s . 300,000 sage: ' o -. Ll tigiance (rom your route,.;you are respect-| “That from the necessity. of enlarging the | tion was made for fortifications which han'ever
mendation i the first one, and reiafurcing his | LonneLtut 100/000| T cannot recommend 1o uttviw, nolify ihem.of your sppointient: | olan of defenge. in. ome..jostan dioh Wk dhid v Joftiflcationnt ¥ Aok hnt yvs
| atiments with the voice of Washingian ~ 200,00 wr |
i reconBHA: “%1 us Suppo ,“%ﬂ“

annual approprialion or bty general provision,
a sum coinpetent to that important ohiject.”
Under this appeal from IJew York, contin-
ned Mr. B. bucked by ethers from other
States, and stimulated by the increasing ag-
gression, contempt of the proclamation of in-
hibition, and multiplied vioratinm of jurisdic-
|tion within our waters, by British ships of
““Mr. Fitzsimimons, from the commitfee to{ war, the administration of Mr. Jefferson
whom was referred that part of the message o found it necessary to do something, and the
the President which respec ts.the fortifving the | experment of gup -boats was resorted to.  The
ports and harbors of the United States, made | gun-boats ' were tried. They had their day,
the following report: - and a brief day it was, for the end of Mr.
“That by the report of the Secretary at War, | Jefferson’s administration saw the end of their
it appears, that in purstance of theact of the {lﬂry. Mr. Madison came into office in
last session, the fertification of the  different | March, 1809—convoked Congress for May of
ports and harbors are in considerable forward- | the same year,informed them that the gun- _
neas, excepting only the port ol Boston, and | were pul in a situation {o require no I‘lrtlﬁg
Wilmington in the State of Delawaye, suspend- | expenses, and that large appropriation for for-

made a report by Mr. Fitzsimmons, their
chairman, fully sustaining and carrying out the
“l y il L o i [ A . |
President’s. policy. Mr. B would read i,
and would propose itas a model now to be fol-
lowed, both for the hrevity of its style and the

efliciency ol its recominendations.

THE REPORT.

“them With pleasure as showing the State of the |
(interemurse between the Federal and the State
_l(?n thments In that early age of the Repub-
iC. '}
| Mvr. B. then read from the instructions to
unhﬂinllinn, charged with fortiying the
cuast ffom Portland, in Maine, to N:'.w' Lon- |
don, i Connecticut. |
‘““In pursuance of the directions of the Presi-
dent of the United States, you are hereby ap-
pointedan engineer for the purpnse of fortify-
ing th ports and Larbors hereinafter mention-
| ed, to Wit: New London, in the -State of Con-
nectictl; Newport, in the: State of Rhode Is-
land; Boston, Marblehead, Salem, Gloutester,
m land, in the State of Massachusetts;

of the most effectual means of preserving
peace.” ' ‘

~ The next was in the message of 1791, and
was in these words: Lo

|* “In connexion withthis, (arming the mili-
tin,) the establishient of competent maga-
zines and arsenals, and the fortification of such
places as are peculiarly imporiant and vul-
nerable, naturally present themselves for con-
sideration. The safety of the United States,
under divine protection, ought to rest on the

smouth in the State of New Hamp-

L]

| Present
| appropri- |
ation.

g | Noof [ Ultimate
forts. . cost.

Maine,
'N. Hamp.,

‘ [ S
L 1

inform them that you have rurnimllo the ;:orl

» |4

"'J

nr. olice me ; ! Y PR : ho | M M A
T g ) @ Federal Governmaont (o this day. It was
81,419,000, hcing a quarter of a million more
than was appropriated in the first year of the
war, and within $300,000 of the sum contain-
ed in thie bill; the amount of which seems to
astonish some gentlemen so much. The  Se-
crelary at War, Dr, Eustis, made & report
upon fortifications, in which may be found
nearly every port and harbor now p to
be fortified, from Passamaquoddy bay to the
mouth ol the Mississippi; and Iﬂn appropria-
tions continugd (o be large and annual, no less
than $3,405,000, in the %‘:-ul four years of Mr.
Madison’s administration, which were years of
peace, butl menaced with war. The next four
years, which covered the war, saw a further
sum ol $2,200,000 appropriated to this ohject.
At the return of peace every body took warn-
ing from the past, and all the depariments of
Government enlered cordially upon the busi-
ness of repairing past errors by previding fur
the future, and covering the coast with perma-

said. nent and durable works. Mr. Crawford, who
“ Resolved. That the Pfesident of the Unit- | was in Paris, sent us an engineer f om the

l‘ed Stales be authorized to give prelerence; in | school of the great Napoleon; Congress took
point_of time, to the completion of such.of | him into service; a board was formed to plan
said fortifications as he may think adviseahle,” | and direct the works, and appropriations ot 8

: ek price of labor and  malerials since
the first estimate was wade, a sum not less
than $225,600 will be nccessary to complete
the plan of defence contemplated, admilting
the fortifications to be constructed of timaber
and earth; and il executed with stone, te a
much larger sum. -~

“'he committee, taking info view the cir-
cums’‘ances connected with - this subject, and
having received the necessary information
| from the Secretary of War, submit the follow -
ing resolution:

“* Resolved, That the necessary works for
fartilying the ports'and harbors of the United
States, ouglit to be continued, and constructed
of the most durable materials, so as best to an-
swer the purposes of defence- and permanency.

““ Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $500,-
000 (over and above th¢ sums alr&édy appro-
priated) be appropriated for the purpose afore-
said; and that a sum net exceeling §100,000
perannum, be provided for the service afore-

g 50,000 | of the world, without again pressing upon you 10 the
1,010,208 | 850,000 the necessity of placing omselves ina condi-| nforesaidy in order to make the necessary sur-
12,000 | 12,000 | tion of complete defence, and of exncting froin | veys and investigations relative fo your mis-
300,000 50,000 | thern the fulfilment of their duties towards us. ' sion, which you will submit to their considera-
100,000 50,000 | The United States ought not te indulze a per- ] tion, and tuke their orders thereon.
77,800 77,800 | suasion_that, contrary to the order of human ““As soon as you shall reccive their appro-
— | evenls, they will forever, keep at a distunce bation of yow plans, you are to construct the
those painful appealsto arms with which tle works, and to execute them with all possible

history of every other nation abounds. 'l‘l'}erei vigor and dﬂ!Pﬂ'd}'" | g g
is a rank due to the United States, among na-| Having read this extract. from the instruc

tions which will be withheld, if not entirely | tions, Mr. B. would next read an extract from
lll!l, b! the repulnhun. of weakness. the first I‘BIKH‘I. of the same engineer, and show

If we
desire to avoide insult, we must.he able to re- the manner in which he execuledthem. Ho
el it; if we desire to securec peace, It mus

t' writes from Boston, and says: :
known that we are at all times ready l'uri “On the 25th of May, h'_! Honor tl_w Lieu-
i  tenant Governcr, elected since that time Go-
T his, said Mr. B.

is the recommendation ' vernor of the Stile of Massachusetts, declared
of President Washington, adopted by Presi- to the engineer that he did not find himself

dent Jackson inhis-interesting messaga of empowered to approve of the execution of the

Monday, the 224 instant; that message which law of the United States respecting the fortifi-
yresents the three great liberal Powers, Great cation of the seapurt towns n the State, ‘_‘*llh"

ritain, France, and our A merica, under the' 0ul the advice ol the Legislature, meeting a
harmonious aspects which they should forev-| few duys l_""“'l“l’- His kxcellency, '!‘ﬂ“"
er wear! and in which the sacred duty of pro- | éver, gave orders, to the officers of the Kxe

T : : sutive of the Stute, to the State garrison of the
viding for the national defence is agnin pregsed Culive o ; 1 :
upon us under circumstances, ata fime, and’ Castle [sland, and to the gentlemen the Select-

-
"L
s

3
o
1
1
1

. NW Y‘-Mk.:r‘ ) ' | ¥ o Qr 8
Fhis” rechmmendation e nd, | 8
coincide with the enlightened sense and patri- N i -
otic feeling of the Senate. We must all feel G reIng ]
‘the nﬂue;'.ﬂtily of providing for the nnt‘iﬂnal de- Fr‘“'iﬁ'“:
' fence now, in this most favorable conjuncture, | L i 4ad
when the possession of ample means and the PAIREnNS |
eniovment of full leisure, gives us full oppor- I | TR RS e Ry
tu'lni{y of doing so with the greatest economy ! o8 8,170,448 | 1,783,800
. and the greatest effect. . The disappearance ofl  Mr. B. said it might be obhjected by some |
danger wiill not affect our wise and systematlic | hoge position might not enahle them to view
policy- Weare not-an ussembly of (rivolous | (ke whole ground, that the hill was unequal
Atlienians, to inquire for the news before we| i, jig operations and that 15 out of 19 of the
vote, and then to give our votes, not according | forig which he proposed would be north of the
to the exigences of the public service, but ac | polomac, This disproportion might strike the
cording to the reported state of Philip’s| pinds of kome persons,and therefore, he would
he;;llh. his Dill inued Me. B lnct:ﬂunt for it at-nnua,nn{:] show that it arose,
n taking up this hill, continu r. B.,! first from tlie nature of the respective coasts
which -prn%ma!al appropriations for the com=| gf the northern apd southern ulactionu of the
mencement of a large number of new works,! Uyion. North ef the mouth ‘of the a-
I thinkit proper in itself,and pertinent 10/ he3Le bay, the crast waus indented by deep |
the occasion, to wiake ;some general expo- | mya, and opened by the wide estuaries of

sition of the state of our fortifications; to show | large rivers. One ol these buys alone, the Ches-

the number proposed to complete the “'h“lﬂ} apeake ‘gave a double line of coast ol a thou-
system, with the cost of the whole, and the gand miles in cirenit, requiring defence.  Fur-

number of men it will Te‘JlEi!"ﬂ to garrison ' (Ler north, and especially. in New England
them in peace and in war. This exposition I

will endeavor to make with ‘brevity, if not
with perspicuity.

Kirst as to the numher of forts.

remaining to beé proposed hereafler, 61; ma-
“King in the whole-107.

Next as to the cost. For all built, or build-
ing, under the . present system, we have ex-
remled $12,379,672, tor all expected to be

uilt, leavipg out a few: which data has not yet
been collected to estimate the cost, and for fur-
nishing those now under construction, the sum
of twenty-eight millions of dollars is estima-
| ted to be nécessary; making in ‘the whole a-
bout forty millions of dollars. But to have a
view ol the whole cost of fortifications since
the adoption of the federal constitution, we
must nlliho sum of 87,607,000 for expendi-
tures on tlis subject before-the end of the late

. war; bat which sum, for reasons hereafler to

tian, 14, Ernimsad in the present bill, 19; and

' ba shown, becomes dlmost a dead loss, few of

the forts then built being of any service now.

Thirdly, us to the garrisons. The lowest
nember of troops, in time of peace, for all the
forts now finished, all now under construction,
| and all proposed in the present bill, being 46
- in number, is 1,820 men. The lowest num-
ber for all the remainder, leaving out a few,
the plans of which are not yet formed; is 1,
638, making a totality of 3,358 men; but thie
is to be understood of the lowest number ne-
cessary 1o keep tlie forts in order. To form
proper garrisons.in ordinary, as they are c_all-
ed, and with a view to keep up the discipline,
police, and military spirit of the troops, the

division of. companies should be avoided, and | g

the number of men in garrison should be al-
most double the number above staled; say
7,000 men for the 107 forts. In war the gar-
isons for the whole number of forts would re-
quire 1o be about 62,000 men, of which the
main part would consist of the volunteers and
militia of the adjacient country.

Mr. B. presumed it might be agreeable (o

the Senate to understand the distribution of

all these furts, among the different States and
Territories, and of the money expended, or to
be expended upon them. To give themn this
informution he hal caused two tahles ta be
drawn up, which he would read, premising
that the information which they contained was
intended for the satisfuction of the Senate, and

not to influence wvoles, as the distribation of

Of those.

finished, we have 13; of those under construc-

the coast was cut in by a continued succession
of deep inlets. It was a serrated ecoast—it
was a saw-edged coast—in which the inces-
sant openings presented a continued succes-
sion pf accessible and vulnerable points. Not
s0 (10 Lthe south of the Chesapeake. There the
bays and indentaligns were scarce, the estu
aries of the rivers: comparatively shallow, the
coast itself shoal, the accessible pointsfew in
number, far between, and - the bars in the
mouths of the harbors a total obstruction
tothe entrance of large vessels. IHe believed
that Charlestown, South Carolina, presented
the deepest water to be found on the Southern
atlantic coast, and these vessels of war above
the size of the largest sloops did not enter.
Pensacola presented the deepest water on the
gull coast, and there, until the bar shall be
cul, the entrance isonly practicable to frigates
of the sécond class. Thus from the nature ol
the two ‘coasts, the largest proportion ol the
defences must goto the north.

| tions, to take a view ol the whole fiel

mirht be sufficient reason for the disproportion
in the hiil: but there was another reason for it,
and that was that, of the forts built, or building,
much the largest proportion was (e the south.
Thus of the 13 forts built 5 were in Louissiana,l
in Alabama, 1in Flarida, 1 in South Carolina,
and 1 in North Carolina, |
Mr. B. would repeat, that he entered into
(his comparison, not that any effect on the
votes of the Senate cvould be produced by it
but to satisfy those who did nct occupy -posi-
and Lo
show them that the disproportion m question
‘was nol founded on T.rlinlily, but in reason,
that it resulted from L
ive defence where defence was needed, and
n the nature of the coast
and not upon any rule resulting from territo-
rial extent of weight of population. . With
this general exposition of the bill, Mr. B.
would not lay it down, rescrving details upon
each particular fort for the Inguires which
Senators might put to. him, or for answers to
the motions which might be made to amend,
or to sirike out. Pestponing these details
lor the present, and believing that we had
reached a point inthe state of'our public al-
fuirs, when the great policy of NATIONAL

that this depended v

* [istimates for Forts Mifllin and Delaware,

not complete and not included.
" {Estimate for Fort Mcllenry not complete,

and not included.

the Senate.

so reinforced, that it cannol fuil to make a deep
impression upon the country,as well as upon

“men of every seaport town directed Lo be forti-
fied; 1o assist, every one in his capacity, the
engineer in ‘his reconnoitering and surveys.

We will now turn, said Mr. B. to the Jew- | On the first of June, his luixcellency was

"

sce w hat effect these repea

gress. The last message was
in December, 1773

islative department of the Government, and
ted recommendations
of Presulent Washington produced upon Con -
communicated - purpose,
- on the 28th of February

furnished with a general plan of defence for
the harbor of Boston. On the 4ih of June, a
| committee of the Legislature, appointed for the
called on the engineer to be present
at one of their conferences respecting the forti-

T'hat of itself|

obligation of duly lo|

following, Mr. Filz‘immonl, trom the Milita-

ry Committee of the EHouse of Representa _ e 2 :
; : . : : miltee visited Castle Island, with the engineer,
tives, reported in favor of putting the whole | that being the only port in the State that the

maritime coas:, from Maine to Georgia, In a ; | \ :
: ' | he ' Legisluture could have any thing (0 :'In with as
state of-defence, with a stalement (rom the ortifying. On the 1lth, his Excellency

Secretary at War,General Knox, of the num- | 10 lor! ; Hoas :
ber and {iml of works the different ports and P“rm'“'d}" eagineer to visit éhﬂ lﬂ;l"ll't
harbors would require, and an. estimate of Ihu: towns of Salem, Mar bleheacd, and Cape Ann,
expense of construction, and of the garrisons until the Legislature should come to a determi-

necessary in peace and in war, ‘The number | hation on the questions proposed in the address

- : ded, exceeded an hundred; | ©! the Governor respecting the fortilication ol
?]L::HEIE.\:l:IAM‘IE:n ::::aﬁ.,uﬁq w.:; .;ﬂu in | the barbors of the State, On the 20th, bis

@ze, and to be constructed of perishahle mate- | EExcellency authorized the engineer to_proceed

ials, i ‘ ' : _| to the State of New Hampshire, the Legisla-
]:La-lu:vmhﬁlrﬁl;; ‘:Jzﬁhtmﬁw;:- T::;llwtnﬂm ture of the State of Massachusetts having nol

largest number of cannon to_be mounted for yet. come to

: | cations.  On the 29th of July, the engineer
the defence of any city, wan 83 at New York,| S 0L Nt alncy the Governor o
| recommendations, and an act of Congress 'in Massachusetts, at Boston: the Legislature not

ity wi tl 1. | having decided any thing respecting the lor-
1!g?:ruﬁl_n:;uml:;ﬂwimt;:: ﬁ!:::m;!‘;lhyt ':?:,- tiﬁcu!fmuof the Sitate, Eu Excellency could
'gle.axcloplinn of the ryrls and_ hn?hqu quulr} ::;ﬁ" any lllt‘ :ubg'l:;: ::r .t;m !:r;;::?ﬁl :';f
;gint;:cn:i::;ﬂt]; ;;t.::;;;“r:: llu;:r;1£;. ?t where the Selectmen und town meeting had

ok : ' bor which | irregularly acted in wurchasing land for the
:;“Bfﬁlﬁﬁfﬁzg:}:.;f:{,up.?:,t.-;?,iu:f ; l“l United States without being authorized to do it

' .. f August,
J THE ACT. hy the Loglllnlure On the 16th o ugus

- - | the Secretary of War authorized the engineer
““That the following ports and harbors be : Scondlae to thib-Rase af
fortified under the dilgclion of the Presitent of | 12 2795t fortifications, -Sccording 10 the AW O

lund particularly. On the 8th, the said com-

L Mr, B. would here drop details and econ-
omise his remarks. ‘'He bad arrived at a poinl
at which he:would stop, and take a position.
It was the comiencement of the second term
of Washington’s Presidency, and the success-
ful enlnl_:linhmunl of his great policy recom-
mended in the messagesof 1790, ’91, 93, and
'95, for clothing his country with the armor
of defence,~fortifying all her ports and. har-

tain'among nations, the rank to which she was
entitled. This policy was now completely es-
tablished; and the historical view which he had
attempted to sketch, no longer encumbered
with documentary evidences and minule de-
tails, would proceed with ease and rapidity.
T'he system of fortifying thus established un:
der - Washington’s administration, went on
with an accelerated pace under that of his suc-
cessor, the first Mr. Adams, stimulated as it
was.by impending difficullies with KFrance.
But a frost,a kilfng frost iell upon that policy on
the accession of Mr. Jefferson. . T'he difficulties
with France had vanished, and besides, he was

anv vole on the subject of fortifi- | notf avorable to the puliur in itself; and his first
\

message was sufficiently indicative of bhis
views (o decide the fate of the fortifications. T'o
do ‘]ualicn to him, an extract from that message
will be read. |

““'I’he fortifications of our harbors, more or
less advanced present considerations of great
difficulty. hile some of them are on a scale,

their position, to the feflicacy of their protec-
tion, and the importance of the points within

in their erection, s0 much in their mnin!un-
ance, and require such a force to garrison

'the Unifed States, and at such time or times
| as he shall judge necessary to wil: Portland,
| in the district of Maine: Portsmouth, in the
State of New Hampshire; Gloucester, Salem,
Marblehead, and ton, in the State of Mas-
sachusetts; Newport, in the State of Rhode ls-
' land;‘New London, in the State’' of Connecti-
“cut; New York; Philadelphia; W’llminﬁtnn, in
the State of Delawars; Baltimore, in the'Stale
of Maryland; (Annapolis by supplementary
“act;) Norfolk and Alexandria, in the State_of
Virginia, Cape Fear river, and Ocracocke In-
'let, in the Slllﬂﬂ?‘Nhﬂh Carolina; Charles-
ton and Georgetown, in the Siate cf §m‘1|h
 Carolina; und Savannah and St. Mary’s, in the

 State of Georgia.”

Cape Ann. T'he inhabitants of Salem, in a

legal town meeling,

shoulit be thought necessary for the defence of
their harbor: immediately thereupon the works
were - a. ¢ .
Mr. B. had read these extracis fer the pur-
pose of showing e t and deference
which wag.shown by the Federal Government,
in that.sarly age of the repubiic, (o the State
authorities, when even a duty of constitutional
obligation would not be ' exercised within a
State without first endeavoring to obfaia the
apprebation . of its authorities, beth for the
thing 10 be done, and the manner of doing it.
He had read them aléo fer the purpose ol show -

now (o be done. A -statement of those com-

unsnimously voted a la;:u- menced or p;njociled of tll_ne e!p?l'll”l already | the im;t:_t'boing done 1 -
|'si the United States of the ground which | incurred, and estimates of their future cest, as | for want of means in the time ot Washington
sion (o - & and Adams, and for want of time, and under

far as can be
that y

fureseen, shall be laid hefore you,
may-be enabled to judge whether any

‘| alteration is necessary in the laws respecting | M

this subject.”

Under this message, resumed Mr. B., the
fortificatlions languished snd declined. A
propriations  became less and less; the
works decayed; garricons were  reducei, and
new ones were not begun; but difficulties with
England arose; some outragzes wera commit-
ted within our wn;uu,und the. States
ing seaporitowng begun Lo remonsirate, and to
defnan dil'uut:&'r their porls and lm{::n.
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sufficiently proportioned to the advantazes of |

or 900,000 dollars were annually made to car-
{ry them on, The messages of President
| Monroe, and the reports of the Secrelary at

Warat that period, in favor of the system, are
| too well known to be repeated here The re-
sult of this spirit was the formation of the
board alluded to; Bernard, Totten of the army,
and Eliott, the navy; and their laborious ex-
aminations and various reports, especially of

dred and seven forls, besides field works and
floating batteries, were resolved upon for the
defence of the maritime and gulf frontier.
The system of Washington, thus revived at
the end of the war, has been pursued ever
since, with some relaxeation. in 1820, 21, ’22,
when the T'reasury, from a surplus of sixteen
millions, run out in about four years, had to
overdraw in the Bank of the Uniled Siates;
and the Government, ‘o avoil the disgrace of
a public loan for current expenses, had to re-
duce the annual appropriation for the .increase
of the navy from one million of dullars to half
'amillion, disbanded four thousand mea out of
its little army, diminished the fortification ap-
propriations one half, and . enforced a rigid
economy and minute curtailment at all ponts.
With the return of a rous Treasury,
the usual appropriations tor fortifications were
resumed, and the sum of two millions and se-
| ven hundred and forty thousand dollars under
the second Mr. Adams’s admmistriion, and
of about five millions under President Jack-
son’s, have been applied to that o ject, with

plied since the war, amounting (o twelve and

posssessd both,

a halfl millions of dollars is; saved, the works
being constructed of durable and permanent

the United States, at' Salem, Marblehead, and | them, as to make it questionable what is hest | materials, whilo the soven and a half millions

previously laid out may. be considered as ‘ost,
perishable malerials,

the h‘mn of dangor, in - the lime uf Mr,
Hm,‘Mr. B. said, there was room for pree

eious and valuable relrospaction. Seven wndis

balf millions of dollars applied to tortifications,
had bean lost, partly by pernicious econcmy
in using pom‘nblo material, but more by im-
pravident neglect of tine und means when we
and consequent waste and hur-
ry when danger wus g- There wase
time, anterior to the late war, when the Une-

ted Stagms postossed both the'yneane, and the

ﬂu

| fication ef the harbor, and that of Castle: Is-| bers,—and putting her in a condition to main-| 1821, revised in 1826, by which the one hun-

| the great consolation that all that has been ap-
it, others are so extensive, will cost so much |

o




