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SPENCER & SHERWOOD,

(runun‘il‘nb OF THE LAWS OF THE UNION,)

. Semi-Weekly at Four DoL-
e i(liy,in advance, Three

The Weekly, on Tuesday morning, at. Two

Dollars and Filty Cents :—if paid in advance,
Two dollars will discharge

{he debt.
or the half year, made during the
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A , will be deemed payments in ad-

No sahscription will be received for less than six |,
weontinucd until all arrcarages are set- |

tled, without the approbation of the publisher.

Advertis ments not cxeceding a square, insertod
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ACTI

g
ny_which will be added as a K roatispiece to the
work, u full sized STEEL ENGRAVING,
cnuluiningi
GUISHED |
SES. Every person who desires to
‘an mvaluble collection of| the best: Dramatic
~ Aathors should forward his name forthwith, as
the edition will be.limited t the number which
is absolutely, su! :
ftedgé.# himgelf to make this work equal in
nierest . uud}

topreparing
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rial size,

each sihsequent insertion—larger advertisements in
| prulmrliun. | '- . -'
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ihﬁuhl be pus,; pa,-'d_ |

ALDTANDEGRS

%  MODERN

NEW SERIES, .
 Fmbelished with Splendid Engravings.
The publi+h§r has been induced, from the ex

tensive patronage bestowed on his work, ma

terially _ v
and to improve and enlarge 1ts puges—it is all
ready, known to
Plays whicl; hhuu _ t
country, and the prospect
I8 amp{u ullll|nalis?uclury. In future the MOD-
ERN ACTING DRAMA will be publ'®-
ed in monthly numbers of |48 pages eath—12
of w hich will constitute a volume, or one year s
subscription-—emitacing in all FIVE HUN-
I)Rl"}ly | :

Every PLAY or FARCE is to be accom-
panied by a'beautiful and appropriate Engra-

to change its Ly pographical appearanc

be the mogt popular edition ol
ever been attempted in this
of ite'furiher success

AND SEVENTY-SIX PAGES.

vine—making n the course of the year near-
"IFI‘Y-,'FW-O_EMBELIEH; CNTS—

llpa-lrkenems of SIX DISTIN-
ACTORS AND ACTRES-

' preserve
subscribed tor {3 The publiser

superiority of exvecution to the
rospectus, or he will refund the price of sub-

_ Fcript;‘un, free of all chargess.

'pear ahout the first of March—this

occasioned h’.
ng

T'he first lptlmir:vr of the new series will ap-
delav 9

the time necessarily
ha Engravings. Fhe
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0 Any Person collecting four subscribers

the GENTLEM AN’S VADE MECUM,
or the MODERN
and remitting the amount of one year’s sub-
scription’ (#3) for each—shall be presented w ith
the NOVELIST'S MAGAZINE, in two
volumes, a work of. considerable :
and which is now selling| for 33—i11 contains

ACTING DRAMA

popularity,

the prndurllpunn of eight diTerent authors, weil
known to |
esting writers of the day.

ie public as among the most inter-

03 A large and beautiful white sheet, impe-

IE‘II..I..EI) ON BOTH SIDES
WITH HUMOROUS AND COSTLY
ENGRAVINGS, will be published every
quarter as a supplement to the SALMAGUN -
DA, It will be furnished grntuilnualy to all

new subscribers to the | GENTLEMAN’S|.

VADE MECUM, or the MODERN ACT-
ING DRAMA, and, to all the old subscri-
bers of these works  who forward their gub-
scriptions, for the presenl year, in advance,

brhout further solicitations.
Keb, 13 I B

 NOTICE.
PI*HE subscriber having Leen re-appointed
~ Standurd keeper. will attend at Easton,
from the Ist to 22d of September; at Wye
Mill on the 23d; at Trapp, the 24th; at.St.
Michaels, the 251h; and at Jocke rman’s'mill
the 28th, (0 inspect weights and measures. -~
i have HTWH}'! on hamnd i l‘ﬂlll]l_ll:h‘ assoriment
of Tin Ware, and will execute all orders on
reasonable terms for cash or country produge.
Persons indebted nre requesied to call and
pay their old accounts. |
. "ARTHUR J (OVEDAY,
aug 29

e —t—

T 2 B .
. Notice.

The annual Meeting of the Female Bible
Society of Talbot Ceunty, will take place on

Monda the 11th inst,, in the Church at Kas-
ton at k1 ¢’clock. The members are respect-

~ Jully nvited to attend und the Managers will

be gratified by the presence of any who may

feel an interest in their olyect.
April 9 ke
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Tan Bark.

| T HE,Sllub-i:riheﬂ winin to .mrchnseloue hﬁn..

dred and fiftly cordsof TAN BA K, den
tgd either at their Tan Yard or at Kasto-

live

Poitt wharf. SRS

- They ulso have on hand and constantly keep
A general assortment of | |

BOOTS, SHOES,

~and LEATHER, whiclithey will sell on the

mosi lavorable terais for cash, orin exchan
f{"‘ Burk, Hides, Sheep 8ikins, or country prﬁ-e
uce ‘emjr.”y‘ i el | "
ks ' H.E. BATEMAN, & Co.
k.,.,wul}_ to employ 4 Joyrmf{“mm- Shoe
'l‘? ers, and 2 Apprentices m I2 to
'l!ur; of age; of | mordl character.
he: Cambr

: idge Aurpra wi ease -
4 limes and"Charge lbi.: bﬂc: il copy
March 16 "¢ ©  (G) 4

| 'The following magaificent poem will bear gopeti-
tiﬂu'—,"fﬂr.
EVvERY TresPAXY K SATURDAY MORNING. | ioh.

consumed |

it s in the _ﬂmx!tllf:IL vein of poetic iaspira-

THE SONG OF THE FORGE.

Clang, clang—the massive aovils ring;

Clang, clang—a hundred*hammers swing;

Like the thunder rattle of a tropio sky, =~

The mighty blows still multiply, .
Clang, clang.

"Sny, brothers of the dusky hrow, * K3
W hat are your strong arms forging*how ?
Claﬁg. clang-=we forge the coulter now,
The'coulter of the kindly plough:

Sweet Mary Mother, bless our toil,
May its broad furrow still unbind
'To genial rains, to sun and wind

The most benignant soil. ™
Claug, clang, our coulter’s course shall be
On many a sweet and shiltered lea,

By many a.lttrﬂﬂlut'a silver lde,
Amidst the song of morning birds,

. Amidst the low 0f saunteriog herds, L
Amidst soft breezes which do strajr-
Thrnugﬁ woodbine i;edges and swoet May,

Along the green hill’s side
When regal Autumn’s bounteous hapd
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- With wide spread glory clothes the land,

- When to the valleys from the brow

Of each resplendent slope is roused

A ruddy sea of livin-g gold, & e

We bluai. we bless, it PLOUGH. Y,

« Clang, clang—again, my mates, what glows

Beneath the hammer’s potent blows? .

Clang, clang—~we forge the giant chain

Which bears the gallant vesscl’s strain

Midst stormy winds and adverse tides: ]
Secured by this the guﬁd ship braves - 1
The rﬂcﬂy roadstead, and the waves " |
Which thunder on her nidcs. ,

Anxious no more, the'merehant seece ]
The mist drive dark bggpre the breeze, ‘

The storm cloud on the hill
Calmly hé rests, though far away,

In boistcrous climes his vesscls lay;
Reliant on our skill. “
Say, on what strands these links shall slcep,

Fathomns bencath the solemn deep:
By Afric’s pestilential shore,
By many an iu..:bi'rg,dﬂ;m:u;id hoar,
By many a palmy Western Isle, : I
Basking in Spring’s perpetual smile,
By stormy Labrador
‘Say, shall they feel the vesscls reel,
Wheu to the battery’s dreadful peal
The¢ erashing broadside makes reply,
Or ¢lse, as at the glorious Nile,
Hold grappling ships, and strive the while.
For dcath or viciory !

4
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The furnace’s red breath?.
Clang, .clang—a burning shower clean -
And brilliant of bright sparks is poured
Around and up in the dusky air. '
As our hammers forge the SWORD.
The sword! a hame of dread, yet when
Upon the freeman’s thigh ‘tis bound,
While for the altar andhis hearth, ,
While for the land that gave him birth,
The war 'ﬂﬂ'mfl. the trumpets seund,
How sacred it isthen ! )
Whenever for truth and right,
It flashes ia the van of fight;
Whether in some wild mountain pass,
A that where fell Lebnidas,
Or.on some sterile plain' and stern, .
A Marston or a Bannockbarn;
Or amidst crags or bursting rills.
The Switzer’s Alps, gray Tyrol's hills:
Or, as when sunk the, Armada’s pride,
It gleams above the stofmy tide;
~ S8till, snll, where’er the battle-word
Is Liberty, where men do stand
: For justice and their pative laud, .
Then Heaven blcss the SWORD:

- —— e e

‘ For the Whig.
CAUSE AND EFFECT.

| We have all our vices, and the best’
Y Ishe, who with the fewest is opprest !

with ,Ebnm it *will forever remain; and to scant
evade the L e:nand caustic vem m that it may | were
engender, he hopes noone #0 blameful as 10| clops
assumeany part or portion ofit. C.llit fict B | Byt the vanguished! in an old cupboard |
' if'you please, or any thing else, 5o a ror-|gsalg
al may be perwmitied to glimmer from ils|was

an-old lady of 60, discovered conversing.
and ungomforiably loud,is heard saying:

ware.of Zerohabel; for Mrs. Ollapod, with
Awvliomn he boards, told Mrs. Lump her neigh=|he
bor, poor dear oid blind critter, who told Miss{ids

| Bluestocking, and a®ful to relate she did not
(rouble hersell to tell it for the space of hall an
hour, ‘and when shedid tell it, it was to Mrs.
Slocum, who even finished darning a hole in | tis
her husbands coat as big as* a fip,* before her | off
ladysbhip could deign to tell it me, that Zere-|,
‘babel loved his Jicker better than his business, |
and so he did ! s

robabel so, shricked Miss Patience, he’s bet- |
ter than she, poor nasty thing She had bets'
ter live whithout his board, snd take care of
her worthless son, before she talks of other
pcr:ple.', 80 she had. ;.

{of which time.the frintic Patience, yes Pai- ¢
repeating emphatically the accusing—licker— ;3'] ,

cut all sorts of pranks and filled her witnesses
with holy horror; of course she was drunk, not
with lick heF reader.but only its quondam pass
sion. [uto the street the savage Patience !
flew; sull licker;' lick’r was on het “'“S«‘l’;":; St the ** Proceedings and Debates of the V.
Lick.whocried more voices than one. The de- vk Convention of
vil,the devil! and away she went, sun3 ceremoes |9
nic, to Mrs. Slocum’s domicil. Away flew the }ug
younger to give the news to Mrs. Bluestock- |'sigs of the Delegates of the New York Con- i
{ing, and the old lady hobbled after to bear |}
the drealdful tidings to Mrs. Ollajod. Al S
was n_n}*__slery and cﬂn'l'ul.'m. Now lor ‘Ibrd

< Hurrah-soling; alidp-=onge nte, What glows, =

3 .“ ' - ¥ =
g 3 B
1 . . "

s_ ' |
W ‘*n

1
= e i i - T T —

e ———— e —— e I — S - -

‘““THE PRICE OF LIBERTY IS P RBTUAL ﬁmuucn."
: & 1 £ »

R et el e T E

SEMI-WEBKLY:

. —— T —————. 5 < e, - S o e e W S ——m——— = -

Upon what the plot of the following scene e

1! R

¥ 323
l.

e gfy soli-~fattened itniluri exjiense,

-y r . o - a7 .
ay be is on ywn fo , 181 @'8 inel :  han ¥ teading 4he right of suffrage to some who did
may bé founded is only known to thewquthor, isl¢'s nglher fate at laxtand eo she has.” Mere ot at !Ermnt E:;Jj' it;but be has whollp omitted

! turn'her out! throw wateron her!
®.:he new epithets applied to her case She
tanter, and stuck to truth thereafter.

e

nlig T in a huge tin pan ef custard pudding,
wling the defunct Miss Patience. How
he fall. A pudding pan her monument
t she sat grinning through her grief
tience, Patience, thy name is frail!
et was a show when they eased her up—
E#d and bedaubed from head to foot!
ded her home an. object of pity and &
Hfor eternal scandal. .
ouncil to enquire into the matter was
hortly after, composed ol the more or-
fod less slanderous dames of the town.
B was assembled all parties interested
Sorrd plaistered, salved and poulticed, and
o bandaged. Poor Mrs. Heeltap was ac-
&¥ sightless, and Dliss Patience was bald
» side of her head by means of a new
MR of scalping introduced by the tiger-paws
# redoubtable Mrs. Slocum,

:;';. Mller a long examination of all concerned
‘aBmn verdict wus returned to this effect:
it is better 1o hold one’s tongue than say
Sabuch, and the Dame presiding declared
W aseveration of the verdict that it is better to

othing than say harn-d |
pader your humible writer stands reproved.

S.

? 4 Scene the 1st. < ¥
A young lady of 16—an old maid of 30, and Yh

The old Indy with a shrill, squeeling voice,

La! Jehosophat my dear, you should be-

Hlas Mrs. Ollnbod dared fo léanqlaliu A

Thus it went for fen minutes; afler the lapse

From the Richmond Enquirer.
FREE NEGRO VOTE.
Whigs appear to be laying particular
“on Mr. Van Buren’s.op nions and vole
onifr suffrage.” Such.is said to be the
“‘i‘;* Wiliam, Orange, and in this
F~ it ®—and if we may judge from a sort ot
ailoritutive article which has appeared gn
i ‘Saturday’s Whig, they mean to attach
grgat mportance (o the objection. I'he lKx-
Jn guestien consisls ol certain extracs

ience frantic, sprang from her seat, and wath
he extravagance of a manjac, upset the chairs,} %
icker—lick-her! “And awly she went to|#l
ick her 8.ill repeating, but net until she had{@Bgxee neg
in Kin

1321,—and which are
atiested, Ly (he tollowing - certificate:—
W e,the undersigned, have compared the
Beroing extracts with the published proceed

wion, and find them truly and accurately

'RP81. R. JOHNSON,
RUBT. CAMPBLLL,
SOHN M. BOTTS,

DANL. F. SLAUGHTER,
JOs. MAYO,
| R. KIDDER MEADE,

sequel, or more prcperly, the effect. e PEGMAN, | WYND. ROBE TSON,
PAGE. LLuN WILsO -,

Scene the nd,

s, smagh, smash, went the win_-

vll ANL. A, WILSO~.”

S B

ODES, ..
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¢all the publictdttention to ity as well as (o im-
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ond +. - ’ o 1
went the chairs. Scream afier sCream, reyer-
berated through the hou-e, Theneighbors ral-
liedl. Mrs. Heeltap renqned for great phys-
ical strength, stripped her ruben’s dexters,
giving notes of preparation, in an effort to ral-
ly at the back entrance the lookers on! Up
they came. Crack went the door, and Mrs.
Heeltap fell back on the reserve statioked a
yard or two from it, she having meta warm
reception from withn, Blood ocozed from her
probocis—rage glared from her ogles. Iler
mouth was more. calfishish than ever. She
ralliedagain, however, nothing daunted. 'The
rocontre ‘becamie general. The strife was
deadly. Murs. Stubbs was at her back, con-
tending ior the shonors of the day—bravely,
and like @ heroine.—The crowd applauded.
[luzza for Mrs. Hecltap. Now Mrs. Stubbs
leads on the contest. Crash afler. crash salut-
ed the by-standers ears. fire and smol e is-
suetl from the door. Another shout arose
from the mwltitude.  Murder, murder, was
the cry.” The lungs of Nlrs, Slocum sent.
forth a squeel that would have dene honor to
«dying pig. Out rushed the combatants.—

Mrs. Heeltap worsted, now withdrew fromn

statement. Uniorlunately, we think, there

are soie important omissions into which these
|genllemen have ' “"en,—and a colour 1s given

o the whole, of w ich the facts ire not suscep-
ible. We woffer the Jjollowing #8)nopsis,
which appears to us wiore correspondent with
the character of the case:

The first constitution of New York was
made in April, 1777. 'Thes qualifications
which it required from the iilecturs are de-
lailed in the wllowing clause:

“VIil, That every male inhabitant of full age,
who shall have personally resided within one
of the counties ol this State, forsix months in-
med.ately preceeding the day of electipn, shall
at such election, be entitled to vote for rep-
resentatives of the said countly in Assembly
if during the time aforesaid he shall hav been a

oftwently pounds, within the said county, or
have rented a tenement therein, ol the yearly
vislue of forty shillings, and been rated and ac-
thally puid taxes to this ‘State: Provided al-
ways, ‘T'hat every person who is now a lree-
man ofithe city of Albany, or who was made
a freeman of the cily of New York, on or be-
fore the fourteenth day of October, in the year
of our Lord one .thousand seven hundred and
seventy-five, und shall be actually and usual-
ly resident in the said cities respectivety, shall
he entitled
asserubly within his said place gf residence.”

There are but few incidents in life that may
not be turned to sume account. 'The whole is
frequently benefited by the bad and good ac-
tions of a par!, and the siinplest circumstances
somelimes lead tg the mightiest resulls. Pool,
the author of one of the most laughable coine-
dies now stageable, founded his plot upon (he
prying curiosity of an, old lady who knew
the sound of Ler neighbors’ doors, and could
tell every ones business he‘ter than her own.
The author of Paul Pry has in the production
immortalized her ladyship in his own happy
style, and at her Annle sct many a seul a
laughing. * How many unknownigly furnish
themes for the satirist, the novelist, the poet,
the dramuliser, and the desultory wr ter, is n

calculable; but one thing is Certain, that many | ered on the crushed cage of a poor poll parrolt
who would not live an hour, a:day, a year! Mrs. Slocum,with the full force of a corpulent

yond their existence, are destined (0 figure

or gin any position that the writer’s caprecious

brain may decide. 2
It is a difficult tnll; to. write luﬂiciegllj__
well toenlist attention or apuse the mind, un-

anoymously for ages to come as the mock
hero of newspapers or Mveli—lragic‘mumicu,‘

the contest. Mrs. Stubbs came dashing forth
like Hector from the flames of Troy, envel-
oped with a cloud—nol of glory —but of blood
and ashes. She was evidently used up Now
came forth the conquering Mrs. Slecum.—
Reader fancy o termigant filled with rage and
fury—pamt her in the extremest position—
eaten up with passion—and then you bave the
| m_(;lure faintly presented to your mind. After
much persuasion she became a little docile.
Several thereby, entered to review the field
of hattle. Shade of Pharsalia, what a scen
~was thete. There was bloodshed and bav-
oc.  Crockery ware, tables apd chairs; in fact
every thing was topsy-turvy. Search was
made for the killedl and wounded. When 1
appears the first marks ot vielence were discov-

“Fhus it appears, that under the former Con-

right of suffrage as the white man. It was

“EVERY MAAL INHABITANT,” w
distinction of color, or difference ol qualifica-
tion.

'The Convention to revise and amend this
Constitution assembled on the 28th of Augusi,
1821. Mr, Van Buren wasa member. The
Committec on the Right n]f Suffrage consisted
ol seven members, viz: Messrs. Sanford, Vun
Rensselaer, P. R. Livingston, Fairlie, Young,
Cramer, and Ross—(Mr. Van Buren not one
of them.) |

On the 12th of Septemher, they reporte:d the
following ainendment to the Constitution, viz:
“Kvery white male citizen of the age of 21
years, who shall have resided in this State six
months next preceeding any election,” Sc.
extending censiderably the right of suffrage
for. the whites and doing away entirely the
restriction of the freehold right—‘shall be en-
titled to a vote at such election in the fown or
ward in which he shall reside, for Govornor,
Lieut. Governor, Senator, Members of the
Assembly.” &c. . 3

On the 491h Sept., this proposijion came un-
der debate. Mr, Ross said ‘it will robably
he asked, are blacks to he excluded? 1 an-
swer, because they are seldom ifever, required
toshare in the common burthens or defence

frame voluntarily had fallen in the fracas plump
backwards on the cage, and in self defense de-
stroyed her ‘‘phelly poll.” This announce-
ment was received by the congregaled dames
with a buzz of approbation. : “Thank the

Lord,” cried one, and only one, "uho did not | " 1o State. ‘There are also additional reasons;
obtain it fairly; she got it by """ More|they are peculiar people, incapable, in: my

less the author first possess himsell of maferi
al: but in this instance the axiom must suffer,
as the readers humble servant has such a mass '
from which to select he apprehends much dif-}
ficulty amidst such a labyraath of themes and
incidents. Let this apology therefore ward
off censure or scandal, or the grnl’ll* reader
will forthwith become an actor ‘in wha! he’s
reading andto bis astonishment, no doubt find
himsell guilty of tlie worst and most detesta-
ble of human Jvicct—i-ulf coaceit !

scandal! Lignch her! hang her! beat her! be- im!l;m'.fﬁl{ exercising ";:l &g.’ iﬁ"f'd with
: | ort iscretion, prudence, or ndspen-
came the gencral cry. She saved herself by m:ﬁ:A fier other rel:mns, h;“dﬂedl “and.

fleeing from their wrath, and learned a lesson sir, | fear'that an extension to the blacks would

in the bargain. She will hold - bier tongue in [serve to invite that kind of population to this
future ! - State, an occurrence which 1 should most sin-

. {cerel » | .
The next discovery was & cat and thirteen |. G;_ AR Emh“ submitted

kittens literally crushed to death. This fact|exiending the r
was announced by throwing them from the fon #ﬂll“':]“‘!' .
window among the spectators below._ “Ah! fo Jasert * 109488,

said an old woman of fifty, "tl:o_ tarnal devil Mrcl;m_rrfm.?: aindndimesl:

a substi'ute.
tions. Col. Young moved

‘(nlwqayl a Fanatic!) op-

|hn§ stolen many & pound of meal from me to [the -liher._cxlnmc.—qllt said, it had *“been [dation of socwety.

’ [

©Mary|an State Archives, msasc25cm1307-0469
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cleaﬂjitaiod why the _were desirous of ex-

toex

llll",l" possess it.”’—* When thisConvention
was first assembled, it wuas generally urder-
stood that provisions would be made to extend
the right of suffrage, and some were apprehen-
sive that it mezht be extended to a degree
which they could not approve, But, sir, it
was not expected that this right was in any
instance to hae restricted, wuch less was it un-
ticiputed, or desired, that a single person was
to be disfranci iverl,
to be excluded trom the rights which the y pos-
sessed in comimon with their countryinen?
What crime have they committed for which
they are to be punished? |
were born free as purselves; natives of the

her poltical institutions, the same rights and
vriﬂl

of allt L
ever as aliens among us?” “l would submit lo

the consideration of the commiftee whether the
proposition of the gentleman (rom Saratoga is
ol States. That instrument provides thLat ‘cit-
izens of each State shall be entitled to allthe
privileges and immanities ol ciiizens in the
s.veral Stut:s’ _
sulfrage a privilege? - And can you deny it toa
cilizen of Pennslvania who comes bhere and
complies with.
he is not five feet high, or' because lLe
of a dark ‘complexion:” ‘“But . where is the

necessily in the.present instance? I'heo whole
anumber of colored people in the Stute, wheth-
er free or in' bonduge, amount 10 less than a
| fourteenth part of the whel: population.—
one, do you still fear theni.”

told by the honorable gentieman from

chester, (Mr. Jay) .
that we are about to deprive these people ol u

I llepe.~— Are there not oihers who are N umea-

ol privileged and rights whic
press upon the public, the correctness of tue

iceeholder, possessing, & freehold of” the value |

to vote for representalives in

stitation. the free Negro had precisely the same |

without any”

the right In_"e\'gry male t'ilizen," .

1

s
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in why they Jdcmy & (@ othere who ac-

Why, sir, are th. 8: men

Why are they, who

ime country, and deriving fiom nature and

es which we have, now. to be deprived
ieae rights, and deomed to: remuin for

onsistent with the constitution of the nit-

»  Now;eir, is not the right of

your ‘l&ws, -merely because
I8

When your nunbers are ) thewrs as forly to

Gen. Root answered Mr. Jay’s arguments.
“We have heen
West-

and shall be again told,

[le said among other things.

franchise, with which they are now vesied.
Sir, it is impossible toremodel your conslitu-
ton without. changing the relauive rights ol
yourcitizens. It is said that thuse people are
now entitled to vote under our constituliun, and
that it is pro to deprive them ol this priv-

sure disiranchised by the report of this com
mittee, w hich requires nothing but a residence,
and Lo have paid taxes 10 quahily a man 10 vole
(v Governor and denatorse® il
M. Clarke was aguinst the word “white
] am unwilhng said he to retamn the word
‘“while,” because its delention is repugnant (o
all the principles and the aotions ¢l hberly, tu
which we have herctolore professed - to aduere
and 1o our Declaration of Indepentence,w quh
13 a concise and just expose of Lhose principles.”.
“I'he veople ol color are capable of giving
their consent, and ever since the lormaaon 0.
your Government,they Lave constituted a por-
‘tiono! the jeuple, trom whence your leg.s.a
tors huve derived “toeir just powers;” and Ly
cetaiming that word, you deprive a large a..d

i
ey,

hey have en=
joyed o comimion with us, ever suice the ex-
isterice of our Government and 1o which the)
are jusily entiled,— r, 10 this declaration we
all protess 10 be willing Lo subscribe, - yet L)
retaining this word you violaie oae of the most
important maxims It ccn aing,”’—'*We are
usurping to curselves, a power which we du
nul pussess, and by so deing, deprive them of &
privilege 10 which they are; and always have
Leen, Justly en itleu—an nvaiua. le right—a
cight in- which we have prded vurselves as

constiiuiing our superworily over every other |

peopie on €arth—a right which they have en-
joyed ever since the formation of ‘eur Govern-
ment—the right of sullrage. ’’
Gen. Yan Rensselaer withdrew his amend-
ment, and the question recured on the origina.
| report ol the committee.
strike out the word **white.” ,
Mr. Kentsupported the motion of Mr. Jay.
“Hle wus disposed, however, (o annex such
rqualiﬁﬂuliuni and conditions as should prevent

hem from coming in bodies from other stales |

o vote at elections. Yve did not come o this
Coavention to disfranchise uny portion of the
community, or 1o take away their rights, Sup-
pose a negro owning a freehold and entitled 10
vule in Vermont, removes 1o this State. Can
we constitutionally exclude him from enjoying
that privilege? .“F'he Constitution of.ahe Unit-
ed States provides that the citizens of cacl

Stte shall be entitled to all ‘the privileges and | $*U3¢,» 0 10€ 1
» | do a thing indirecily,

immunoities of citizens in the "several slates;
and i1t deserved consideration whéther such ex-
clusion would not be opposed to the Constitu-

tion of the United States!”

Col. Young said, ““I'he minds of the blacks
are not competent to vote. ‘They are 100
i much degraded to estimate Lthe value, or exer-
e.se with lidelity and discretion that important
right. It would be unsafe in their haid: Ther
vote would ke at the call of the richest purcha-
ser. If tins chuss of people should herealter ar-

rive dsuch a degree ol intelligenee and virtue, 79 10

as (0 inspire conlidence, then it will be proper
(o confer th s privilege upon them. At pres-
ent emuncipate and protect: them; but with-
hold thet privilege which they will inevitably
abuse. Jsook to your jail and penitentiaries.
By whom arethey filled By the very race
‘wl’;nm it is now proposed to clothe with the
power of deciding upen your political rights '

Mr. Van Vechten—‘‘The amendment re-
ported by the select commiltee contemplated
to deprive electors of color of a right which
they have enjoyed since the adeption of the
Constitution. ilu asked why this should be
done? ' Those electors ure freemen, and have
been recognized as citizens of the State neaurly
halfa century; have under the sanction of our
constitution and laws duly acquired the legal
qualifications of electors. Have thﬁy done
any thing to forfeit their right of suffragel—
Are they not taxable, and do nol many ol
them pay their proportion of taxes in common
with white eitizens® This.cannot he denied.
How then can we in framing a permanent form

of government, justly deny them the rights of
free citizens, on account of their present ex-

emption by law from militia duly, and their

ractical exemption froin serving as ?umn-?
Bn our prejudices against their colour destroy

m——m e

their rightsas citizon®® e should therefore vote

for striking out the word **white’” in the amends
ment belore"the commitiee, in order to pre-
serve inviclate the present constitutional rights
of all the elestors.™ :

and went to | right®” Sir, weare standing upon the foun-
The olomonts of gevera- remit of cwmpremive,

5

of SR

menl aré scattered around us.*
huried, and from (he shoots that spring from
their grave, we are to W
shall overshadow and protect our liberties.
Our proceedin |
that power that elected us; and it will be for
the people lo decide whether the blacks are el~
evated u '
Sir, we allofl us, entered into the governmept
lu‘t:jacl to the implied condition that our con-
stitution was liable to revision and alterations
and that the blacks, in this parficulur, have
vested rights exempl from the
abrilgen.ent or alteration,
have not, | bave yel to learn.™ y

king
unmediately after Mr, Jay's speech, it was
carpmed l?

in the affi
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All rights are
t0 weave a Lower that
g* will pass in review before

a greund which we cannot reach,

er of
which the wh tes

Mr. Jay—("T'ha. Whig gives a copious do

from bis fanatical speech)==lle goes for the
blacks on every ground. -

Mr. Van Buren made no speech—and on ta-
the vole to strike out the word “white’’

63 to 50—Mr.
rmalive.
The discussion of the other part of the . Ree

an buren voling

pori.next came up—and a great deal of debaie
took place on the various qualificativns of serv-
ing in‘the militia or working on the highway;
a proposition of Judge Spencer to distingu sk
between the quahification 0 vote for Senutors,
and the other House, &c. &c. Finally, after
a. great deul of vontention, and djversity of
vicws, Mr KEdwards proposed, on the g]lh
September, to send the whole subjuct back to .
a Select Committee of 13, with ail the amend-
ments which had been made in commiitee of
the whole, and that the committee also report
their opinion upon the expediency of exclutmg
eople of colour from the right of suffrage.
Mr. Edwards remarked, that ihe ol ject of this
Convention, was (o form such a constitution ae
could weet the approbation of the whole com- -
munity—a constitution that would be deeply
rooted in the affections of the people. All were
in favor of granting o every man who was
qualified to vote the elective privileges, but
there were certain limits, beyond which ‘we
ought not to go |
enmbody the sentiments of'all the members, snd
harmonize their different views.”

A select committee might

| This mstion
srevailed, and a Committeo appointed, (Mr.
"an Buren not one of them.) -

On the 4th of October, the Committee re-

ported an amendment, virtually the same as
the cluuse n the present Constitution, doin

away
Constitution between the Iree negro and the

the equality which prevailed in the ol

white—requiring no (reehold qualification from

| the white, but denying the right of suffrage,

to the free negro, unless he was seized and
possessed, in his own right of a freehold estate
of the value of %250, clear of all incumbran-
ces. When the report came up for consicera-

tion, Mr. Briggs moved to ageend in the same .

pluce, by inserting the word white. He said
that it bad been. substantially decided by the
Conventiog, that property was not the.stand-
ard of qualification for a vote, Of course it
ought not to be so, with respect to the blacks,

anv niore llmn_;io e whites He was ther:-
fore opposed to the proviso, and wistied (o inse: ¢
this provision in its stead. .

favor of the. pmﬂin reported ,y the :nq:i;. =

He had already expressed his sentiments on
this subjectand he should not trouble the com-
mittee with a repetition of them. It wastrue,
that the blacks were in some respects a degr »
ded portion of the community; but he was u =
willing to see them disiranchised, and the ducr
eternally barred against them.—'The provi o
svould not cut them off from all hope, ﬂm’ might
in some degree, alleviate the wrongs we had

| done them. _Iwnulil have a tendency to make

them industrious and frugal, with the prospect

Mr. Jay moved o] tion.

; | 'This held out _inducements
Mr. Livingston—“What are these vested | would receive bis s

of parlici mling in the right of suffrage.”.
“Mr. Van Buren was in favor of the plan

proposed by the select committee, and oppos-

ed to the amendment.”

“Gen. Tal'lmadge was opposed to the mo-
He was prepared to vote for the proyvi-
so which the committee had reported, hecause
he considered it as a compromise of conftict-
ing opiniens. He also thought it held out ine
ducements to that unfortunate class of our
population to hecome industrious and valuable
members of the community.” |

Mr. Briggs” motion failed—and then the 1st

{ clause of the report embracing ‘“‘every male

citizen,” was carried, 114 to 2.

The proviso ('lﬂ?ﬂl,l'l-lht blacks, requiring &t
them $250 freehold,) cime wp.—Mr. Bacen
“saul that he objected to this mode of ‘exclue
ding the black population from voling, be-
use,.in the first place, il was an attempt t®
which we appeared ei~
ther Lo be ashamed of doing, or for some reae
son choose not to de directly, a course which
he thought very unworthy of us. The free-
hold qualification is, as it appliesto nearly a'l
the blacks, a practical exclusion, and if (his is
right, it ought to be done direcily.”

M. Eastwood “‘said he was not mn favor of
letting in black vagabonds to vote, but felt
more liberal than the select committee; he
therefore moved to strike out §250 and insert
#100. Los«t, and then the Proviso a:reed to
31, (Mr. Yan Bureg, voling in the aflir-

mative ) ;

‘I'his restriction on the fres nero was
still ol jected to—NMr. Platt moved to expunge
it Hesaid, “l am not disposed, sir, to tura
konjizhi=errant in favor of the men of color.—
But the obligations of justice are eternal and
indispensal:l¢; and this provisoinvolves a prin-
ciple, which, upon reflection, | cannot conced»
or compromise as & matler of expediency
‘ Let ds attain this object of exclusion, by fix-
ing sucha uniform standard of qualification,
a: would not oply exclude the great bady of
free men of color, but also a large pertion of
iznorant and depraved white men, who are as
unfit to exercise the pewer of voling as the
men of color.” “We know that, with rare
eiceptions, they lave not the' means of pure
chasing a frechold: and it would he unwerthy
ol this grave Convention to do, indirectly, »n
act of injustive, which we are unwilling open-
ly touvow, The real ohjeet 18, ln e ':“::.'o
t'e oppressed and degraded sons of Alrica,”

&c. AR |
“Mr. Van

—

Buren said he had voted agoinst

a totdl anil unquahitied exclusion, for he would *

not draw a revenue from them, and yet de
(o them the right of suffrage. Bat this yire

Y

so mét his ap;robation, ©They were exemyt d
from taxation until thev had qualitied. the -
selves to yole. |
ex: lude any. portion of the community

‘T'he right was nit denred, '::
w
will exercise the right of suffrage in ats purity:
A te :“"'7: "‘
u, the previe s e

d

“Mr. Young con

“Chancollor Keot was opposed to the mo-
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