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HILOA'S DISCOVERY.,

BY NATHAN I, LKNER.
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woman s hand, and HII:L”}', upon one of
the larger morsels, she deciphered th
word “Estelle.” with a little flonrish under-
neath, which consed her tv deem it the let.

prise,
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F Ler R signatinre,

| the newspaper.
' London divorce

[ and the

' her maid,

widl contents of

devoured the
It gave an account of a
trial of five vears pl‘t'\.i.-
ously, in which Archibald Monteith sued
for divorce against lkstelle Monteith, his
wife, npon charges of LTOSS +'I'ilniuullt_\' and
misconduct, whose details the fair reader
avoided with shuddering disgust, and the
hare characterization of whiclh caused her
cheeks to burn.  She only read enough of
the reports to learn that the injured hus-
band’'s plea bad ultimately been granted,
faithless wife thrust away from
him forever, despised and branded in all
Food womens eves, and was ﬂ'tl!hll'r.llg
what interest onearth Aer Archie could have

greedily

. in hoarding vp this relic of anether man's

miserable marringe experience, when a
light step nupon the ¢ arpet of the adjoiniug
room, whose u.nnmmnh-nfllw door she ul

' left half a ljar, cansed her to start up and

thrust the paper back into the drawer, with
a blush of guilty fright and confusion.

It only proved to be the step of Norah,
however, who had come to tell
her misiress that lunchion had been served,

' and to know if she should seek the master,

“I will come at once: Mr. Delorme will
not be here till dinner time,” said Hilda,
dismissing the servaut with a gesture, and
drawing a great breath of relief.

she then gathered up all the fragments

| of the letter “and put them, with the news-
| paper, 1n her pocket,

with the intention of
secretly piecing them together in their or-
iginal shape and mastering the purport of
the entire epistle, which she felt intuitively
wias 1 some myst TION8 way connec ted
with her husband’s secret; after which she

' left the secretary as she had found it, and
| went to the dining-room.

' reegnlar that she labored for hours

| lock herself in

ut she had neither heart nor appetite |

for the expensive and admirably served
collation that was awaiting her there. After
sipping a cup of tea and nervously playing
with two or three dishes, she hastened to
her boudoir, where, with =a
broad sheet of card-board in her lap and
\ tiny pot of muetlage at hand, #he lost no
time ‘o trying to arrange the morsels of
the ietter in harmony with their context.
ad luckily been written upon but one
e 0of n leaf of letter paper, which cone-
erably facilitated her self-imposed task;
but the fragments were so minute and 1r-
inettec-
and at last the sun went down upon

Ml
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tually,

' an unfinished work.

It was finally with a feeling of weariness
and disgust with the world in general, and
herself in particular, that she put away the
materials upon which she had been en-
gaced, and gave a vawning sigh of dis-
satisfaction; and, a moment later, her maid
knocked at her door, to say that Mr. De-
lorme had returned from the city alone
though it was his usual custom to bring
back a guest or two with him—and was
dressing for dinner,

After the manner of many of the Euglish
npper classes, Mr. and Mrs, Delorme occu-
pred separate apartments,  Without open-
ing the door of her boudoir, Hilda ealled
out to the servant that she would be down
 resently, withoat requiring the usual as-
sistance in dressing; and then, lean'ng
her head pensively on  her hand,
remained for some moments gazing
out of her window, which opened upon a
marnificent marine view, with the bound-
less expanse of blue ocean 1 the distance,
and ¢l arming itervening features of chtt
snd slore, intersoersed with belting wood-

I inds, cultivated fields, and fishing hnus,
over which the red light of the setting sun
i-Tl‘||T |-+-:Lr‘|'fli”_‘k' and lll'tf_fllf.

Suddenly she started, e¢'enchea he
hands, and breathed painfully, while the
[u'llllnht discontent that had brooded 1n Ler
Leautiful eves all day hghtened into a
moody flash, as she perceived the lonely
ficure of a woman moving far away upon
the edge of the sea-beething clff, and now
and then turning her head as though to
watch the 1solated and stately mansion 1n
which she, Hilda l‘-*hrl'luv, the VOUnE mis-
tress, was then sitting.

"It must be ghe--the very same that
Norah saw bim walking with this morning!”
she mattered, bitterly. “Oh! what can it
mean, and why am 1 tortured thus?”

She watched the figure with resentful
looks until it disappeared behind a jutting
rock. Then she arose with a great and
stormy tumult in her soul, and paced the
floor with unsteady steps.  Another sume-
mons from Norah, to the effeet that dinner
walting, caused her to rallv all hes
]l:h-."ul'l,'"- Hf "-:t‘]ll-'-lﬂltlf'll o lII'I' Ilil. nfh*r
which she went down to dinner without
making her evening toilet, which was
something she had not done before since
Her marriage Her husband greeted her
with his enstomary Kindness, but his fit of
moody abstraction seemed to have increased
o much that he did not appear to notice
the incongruity of her morning costume,
or any of the disturbance that she felt sure
was betraving in her looks and man-
, und she hardly Knew “'hﬂthf‘r 10 be

I!lt"-l‘"‘lfl or chagrined at his lack of penetrae
tion.

| heir conversation quickly tlagged, as 1
had repeatedly done of late; once, indeed,
Hilda was on the point of confessing ever
thing that had doae and sufferad, and
to make a }A Slonate UL al to him for res
ltef from the suspicions that were maki
her 80 wmiserable, but a certain nbsence of
syrapathy in his look and bearing deterred
her; and shortly after dinner she made an
excuse of feeling indisposed, and quitted
him for the nmight, without Lis makinz any
opposition to her departure other than n
miid expression of sarprise that she shoald
refire 80O O11.

One more in the solitude of
apartments, she busied herself anew with
the vexatious task of priee ill‘_f LOLe ther the
fragments of the mysterious letter, but
with little better snccess than bafore : and
shoe at last sought her couch, outwearied,
disconsolate, and very w It 11‘1”"*'.

After a night of br ken slumber and dis-
tressing dreams, however, she awoke in the
first gray of dawn, and possessed with a
sudden conviction that she would now have
no dificulty in reconstrueting the letterto her
satisfaction. Her internal promptings did
not deceive her. she had II:I."I“}' set her-
self afresh to the task, after a Bp ot t]}' and
feverish toilet, than the formerly refractory
fragments seemed to grow into shapeful-
ness and intelligibility under her manipu-
lation, as if by magie.

At length their arrangement was com-
plete; tlm entire letter, neatly pieced to-
eether upon the card-board, lay before her
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his second marriavze, and so besteced him
blackmailiney demands, both by letter
and interview, coupled with threats of ex-
posing his past misery to Hilda and bis
vnew friends, as to render his life a burden.
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