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The inmates of the Melrose farmhouse,

which econsisted of brother and sister,

\

N2 No. 4. Noon* |

were seated at an early breakfast.
Jack Melrose, a frank faced, hazel
ayed fellow of 24, was already attired for

: | the business trip which occasioned the

anusual early meal. He seemed ill at
anse, und lingered over his egge and foast
in an unusual manner.

“What is the matter, Jack?” asked
Lillias, noticing his preococupied air,

“Nothing,” he replied, starting and
ushing.

“You look as guilty as if you were con-
templating murder or matrimony.”

Jack laughed nervously.

“Perhaps I am,” he said.

“Murder will out!"™ laughed Lillias.
“You are going to marry. Who isshe?”

The young man blushed like & school-
boy, as he answered :

“Viva Giray promisod last night that
she would take me for better or worse. "

“Oh, Jack!™ cried Lillias.

That was all; but there was such a
ring of pain in the tone that her brother
looked hastily up from his plate and
asked :

“Tilling, you don't object to my mar-
rying, do yout”

“No, dear—but oh, 1 do wish you had
chosen somo one else! Viva Gray is not
4 woman to make any man bhappy.”

“Lillias!”

“1 can not help speaking the truth,
She is vain and sellish, and if you marry
her you will repent it; she will make
your life miserable.”

Jack's face flushed augrily.

“I think that I am the best judge of
my own affairs. Strange that you never

' found fault with her before,”

“Because her character did not then
soncern me,” she replied. *“No, Jack, I

- would gladly welcome her as your wife

1
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" burst into tears.

if she were & woman whom I could
trust,”

“ Lillins, remember that you are speak-
ing of my promised wife!” exclaimed
Jack, pushing his chair back from the
table. “Console yourself with the thought
that if you don't like her you need not
live with her.”

“But you will,” retorted Lillias hotly.
“And 1 would rather see you dead than
wedded to that selfish doll.”

“1 will endure this no longer!” And
Jack left the room, banging the door
hehind him; the mnext moment Lillias
heard him galloping away.,

She droppod her head on the table and
For the first time in
their lives the ULrother and sister had
parted in anger,

Since the death of their parents, which
had occured five years before, the brother
and gister had been all in all to each
sther. With the help of & faithful do-
mestic Lillins had kept house; while
Juck, with the aid of Uncle Peter, Aunt
Martha's husband, managed the farm.

About six months before our story
spens their mother's only brother died
vl left them his entire fortune, some
30,000,  Since then a clovd had dawned
on the horizon; Viva Cray, a spoiled,
selfish benuty, made decided overtures
to Juck, much to Lillins's dismay; for
ahe knew it was their uncle's money
that ecalled forth the bewitching emile
and alluring maoner which had made

a captive of her brother.

Lillias's momentary flash of anger was

" 300n washed away with tears,and then

she would have given much could she

' nave recalled her hasty words.

“I will say no more,” she thought.

et only makes Jack angry, and he will

Save Your Money

(ind it all ous for himself scvoun enough,
poor follow "

Rut she carried a heavy heart all day.

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon the
storm, which had been threatening for
hours, Lurst with the wildest fury.
The trees swayed and snapped in tho
wind, while the rain fell in torrents.

“This is the hardest rain I have seen
tor many s day,” said Uncle Peter as he
canme into the kitchen, where the twa
women wera huddled together, awed by

' the fury of the storm.

“Is the creek rising ?” asked Lillias, as

' be shook the water from his dripping
- garments.

“Not much yet,” replied the old man,
“But it will if it keeps on raining this
way. ls Me. Jack a-coming home to-

' night?™

Ll.i

“leintended to," replied Lillias. “Bul
1 hope he will stop over until morning. "

“So do 1; that old bridge over the
creek is not the safest in dry weather,

" let alone an evening like this.”
1 STEERAGE PASSENGERS from the !

The most convenient line for parties wish- |

ing to send for relatives and friends left be- |

hind in the old country.
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| shuke off a feeling of anxiety.

by her window before retiring, and list-

Half an hour later the rush and roas
of water told the listeners that the creeh
was rapidly rising out of its banks.

I'he shades of night gathered rapidly;
the rain still fell in blinding sheets,

Lillias shuddered as she listened to the
angry boom of the creek; but she hoped
that Jack would not attempt to return ir
thie rain.,

When Uncle Peter came in from at
tending to the stock, he said :

“l hope Mr. Juck will atep over some
place, for the creek is just a-booming;
and it is getting as dark as a duogeon
outside, ™

Lillias echoed the wish; she could not
She sat

aiedd to the patter of the rain and the
roar of the raging ereek until she could
bear it no longer, Then she threw her-
sell on her bed without undressing, and
soon fell into an uneasy slumber.

She awoke with a start, and with &
wildly throbbing heart sprang from her
bed. How long she had been asleep she
did not know ; but the rain had ceased
to beat on the roof, the storm was over,
Searcely conscious of what she did, she
canght up & shawl, threw it over her
hewd, and ran down stairs and out in the
darkness,

1"he heavy clonds were drifting away,

' and guided by the fains light of the starg

| hvves  inserted

AN INDIIPPIN
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Lii“iill
the bridyge,

The water, now falling slowly, had
been higher than she had ever known it

| to be, and its sullen roar filled her heart

with dread.

Spiashing through mud and water,
stumbling over driftwood left in the road,
she soon reached her destination,

Merciful Heaven! The bridge was
gone! Nothing but the abutments were
left standing.

Lillias fairly flew toward a spot where
there was always a pile of rubbish left
after a freshet. Here a huge heap of
driftwond met her gaze. She paused,
and with a fast heating heart called:

“Jack! Jack!”

Hark! Was that the echo of her own
tones, or did a faint voice really answer
her?

She called again, This time she heard
quite plainly a fuint answer. Half fran.
tic, she clambered over the logs and rub-
bish until she reached the outer edge of
the heap. Here, entungled in the top of
a large tree, and pinioned down by a log,
she found her brother,

“Oh, Jack! Juck!™ sobbed Lillias, as
she Legan to tear away the logs from
around him,

“Thank God, you are here!” he cried,
groaning with pain. “But you can not
extricate me yourself, for this log is
holding me fast, and I think one of my
lvgs is broken,

“1 will procure help, ” said Lillias, and
without another word she sprang to her
feet and hurried awav.

Reaching the house, she aronsed Uncle
Peter and Aunt Maurtha, and by their
united efforts they soon succeeded in
resciing poor Jack, One of his legs was
fractured, and he was very badly bruised.

After helping him into bed, Uncle Pe-
ter went for the doctor, leaving Lillins
and Aunt Martha to do what they could
for the suffering man,

A few hours later the dortor arrived |

and set the fraciured limh,  Dat the
long exposure and suffering had been 190

FROSTBURG,

ran along the creek road toward | l'l 'L\IS

much for even Jack's har ty consittuion, |

and ore night fell sgain he was o rag-
ing fever.

When Viea Gray heard of her lover’s
misfortune she ealled, nccompanied by

— o ol — -
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ABOUT CLAMN.

Ty DRINK AND  ERTATHE IN A

PECULIAR MANNER,

- —

e Cloms Can Usge s Fool ne Spnde,
witonk, n Sharp W dge or a Polnted
drnving ol iher Remerkablo
Wentinses of This Usefnl Mollnek.
wPhe el in point of merit s ems nl-

wivs to have been overshadowed by the

_—y v, " snid n jchthyologist to o Star

writ ¥, *Yet the more humble mollusk
hich finds a domicile in sand or mud,

is a very uselul as well as admirable
arenture. You know the ‘squairt’ elam,
which is so justly popular in Noew Fng-
land, where it ja wometimes called tho
sand gaper’ or ‘old maid,” 16 s m ani-
mal unattractive enough in apprarance

when newly dug up, but pat it into n

a pun of shallow sea water, andd you will

presently observe something about it

that will surprise you,

“ Aa soon as the clam, thus restored to
ite natural element, has regained confie
denee, it stretches out its tube or ‘nee’l!
to u length of several inches, perhaps
nearly a foot. ‘Then it is seen that this
important organ has two openings at the
end, fringed with appendages like little
feelers. Two tules pass through tho
neck to the body of the clam, and, if you
wateh, you will see a current of water

' flowing into one tube and out of the

other. This current is produced by the
motion or small hair like ‘cilia’ lining
the interior of the animal, The clam

has viscera, a heart, & stomach, into |
" which the mouth opens almost directly

—but 1 did not intend to give you un
anatomical lecture,

“These ‘squirt’ or long clams are
found plentifully as far north as the
Arctic Ocean where the seals, walrus
and Polar bears and foxes feed upon
them greedily. Their habitat extends as
fur south ns Cape Hatteras, below which
thoy are scarce, They thrive also along
the northern coast of Europe and on the
shores of Japan, Alaska and Northeast
orn Asia. The young clam, as soon A8

" he is old enough to establish a dwelling

her mother, to express her regrets |

“Poor Jack, T am so sony for him, "
she said sweetly, *“And only think, day
alter tO-MOrrow we were to join Auat
Mury's party for a trip to Niv cora Fall,
Too bid, that he must miss the expodis
tion, poor fellow!™

“You intend to go, then?™ asked Lil-
lins,

for himself, protrudes his foot, which is
at the opposite end from the neck, and
proceeds to dig with it. This foot is
really a very remarkable instrument, in-

asmuech as the animal can alter its shape |

at will, so that it becomes a spade, &

ing tool.
- for six

“Yes: mamma says that we ean doJack |
no good by staying at home, and she |

Cons not want to disappoint Aunt Mary,

You must write every doy amd et me

know how he is gettiag along,

I hote to |

lessve him, but mamma insists upon it. " |
Lillins was glad when the mother and

daughter took their leave, for Viva's scl.
fishness filled her with disgust.

hook, a sharp wedge or a pointed grav-

With it the clam digs down
or eight inches into the sand,
lenving extended behind him his sipho.-
like neck.

“It is by means of this siphon that the
clnm maintains communication with the
surface. Having veither the means nor

the inclination for roaming, it depends

for food upon microscopic articles which
are sucked in with the current of water
through the tube, the water bringing
sxygen to the gills. Its burden unloaded,

the water flows out through the discharg-

“Poor Jack!™ she thought as she |
arranged the pillows under his restless |

head.
hersell while you are ill, what will your

“If she can go away and enjoy |

life be when you have been married a

few years?"”

It was a severe blow to Jack when ho
learned that Viva had gone, although he
hid his disappointment and tried to make

himsell believe all was as it should be, |
Lillias knew he was unhappy and re- |
frained from saying anything that would
add to his discomfort, while she did all |

in her power to please him.

counts of their trip; but Lillias noticed
that Jack did mot appear very much
intorested in them.

Weeks rolled away, and still Viva |

made no mention of returning home,
After Juck had fully recovered she wrote
him that they were going to Newport,
and asked him to join them there.

Jack read the letter and then brought
it to Lillias,

“ Read that,” he said briefly.

“ Are you going?” asked Lillias, when
the had done ro.

“No, " replied Jack, with a curious ex:
pression on his face.

Viva's letters came less frequent, but
Jack never mentioned her name until a
month later. Then he brought another
letter to his sister. In it Viva accused

him of indifference, and begged to be re- |

lensed from her engagement.
Lillias read the heartless efTusion, and

then crossed the room to where Jack way
sitting.

“Jack, I want to tell you how sorry 1 |

am for the hasty words 1 spoke on the

morning that you told me you were en- |

gaged to her,” she said.

“Never mind that, little sister,” re-
plied Jack. “You were wiser than L

But it is all over now, and we will let the |

matter drop forever,”

Jack Melrose was not A man to went
his heart on his sleeve, and none but Lil.
lias dreamed how foudly he had loved
the sellish beauty.

A month later they saw in the papers |

the notice of her marriage with a wealthy

young Sontherner, and thea they knew |

why Viva had wanted her frecdom.

A vear or two afterward, when Jack
hrought home a  gr yeved bride
Lrighten his 10y, Lillias thought:

“Aftor all, that aecident wes a blecaina |
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A Scotehiman who wanioed Bo seld GO
the follonwiag mdvertio.
ey it in the loeal paper: “Exieassoe
s of live stoek, eom rising  ne | oSy
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o we wish to tost the merit of an
et of n fae of condaet, we must ever
otk e lves, To what enily
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Voot i leaonre happinea g other prople
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ing tubes, carrying with it all excyemen-
titious mutter, This current is continu-
ons. 8o that it is never long between
Avinks with this bivalve, which fact may,
perhaps, nccount for the ovigin of the
phrase *happy as a clam.’

“Hogs
know how to dig for clame very well.
I'hey go out upon the flats at low water
and root wherever the pressure of their
weight causes a squirt to appear. This
is & very cheap and profitable method of
kecping swine. In winter the clams bury
themselves deeply, but icicles are often
found in their shells,

" rine wealth of the United States, have

|

1

been recently transplunted to the Pacifio
soast, being carried across the continent
with the oyster seed which is annually
transported in large quantities from the
Eastern States. They have thriven
greatly, succeeding where the oysters

have failed, and have stocked San Fran- | Cosme. & visitor in 1600; *She-cauge, "

sisco Bay with a new food supply.

“The Pilgrim fathers and other early
solonists in this country found the In-
lian ‘treading’ and diving for ‘round’
slams, otherwise known in the aboriginal
tongue as quahaugs. They adopted the
tormer method, and to this day their de-
wendants in New England can be seen
all along the coast wading in the water
and feeling with their toes for the mol
lusks, which lie buried usually in mud

that is thickly overgrown with seaweed. |

The animal always lies with the edge of
ts shell out of the mud, in order to
breathe, and the feeling of it to the foot
is unmistakable. Diving and ‘treading’

. tor quahaugs among the Indiaus used to |
be performed by the squaws and older |

shildren, such labor being beneath the
dignity of the men. At presont oyster
tongs, rakes and dredges are employed
tor the purpose. The aborigines manu.
factured money out of the shells, us
well as arrow points, scrapers, Spoons,
paint-holders and other utensils, In
their time

¢ * ¢ thedainty Indian maize
Was eat with clam shells out of wooden trays.

“The Indians in the old days were
great eaters of clams, as is proved by the
enormous deposits of the shells which re-
main alung the shores of bays and estua-
ries, They dried clams, as well as oys-

| ters, in the sun on pieces of burk, thus
to |

preserving them for purposes of tradle,
I'he const tribes, conquered by the pow-
erful 8ix Nations, paid a large tribute of
clams, which were regarded as great
luxury in the interior—not only the in-
terior of the Indian, I mean, but of the
country. In the summer and fall the
8 ivivg 8 enn e to the seashore for the pur-
pouse of celebrating their great featival of
the green corn, on which occasion clams,
suceulent ears of corn and seaweeds
were roasted togethor. It is from this
custom that the modern clambake is des
rived, "—Washington Star.

e - - —

A strong solution of alwn, to which
has been added a little glycerine and
vinegar, is a cure for mosquito biles.

L ——
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Music type was invented in 1503,

on Long Island and elsewhere |

These mollusks, |
Every day orso Viva sent him little which, as human food and for bait, con-

perfumed notes coutaining glowing ac- | stitute an important element of the ma-

DIENT NEWSPATER.
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LIFE ON A SCHOOLSINP.

Practical Eduneation of l.ade Whn lLinve

to Geo te Sea.

About fiveout of every ten boys long "o
become sailors, and it is well for the w orld
at lurge that such an ambition is not al-
wavs strangled in its bhirth by parenls
and guardiane; for while ships continue
to be built mariners can not be disprensed
with. The iden of fitting out a schiool-
ship for the practical education of sea-
oving lads who are allowed the hent of
their inclinations « as an excellent one,
snd hns proved in every way suceessful,
“he internal arrangeme ts of Saint
Jdary's, a sloop of war of one thonsand
ons given by Government for the pur
wse specitied, are so comfortable that
‘green” boys are ot discournged with a
anilor's life at the outset, Tho guartera
for all hands are far nupnrinr to thwo of
the regular navy, savs Onece a Week, a9y
more space is available for the cre v,
I'he boys eat their meals on the gun-deck,
trom low, long tables fronted by lower
wenches: above them are hooks from
which they swing their hammocks,
which are made of canvas. They keey,
all their belonzings in a bag, and na
they do not wear stiff hats nor var
nished boots, being jammed into & bay
does the'r clothes no harm. Asevery
sailor must know how to sew, instructiou

Lin that useful art is given twice each

. week by the tailor.

Candidates for ad-
mission must not be under the age of fif-
teen years nor over twenty, of sound
constitution and have no physical de-

fects. They must niso have a fondness

tor the sea and the life of a sailor, and

' come well recommended as to character,
- et cetera.

The nocessary outfit that each lad is

- vequired to furnish himself consists ol
' two pairs of boots, warm underclothing
' and socks, one pair rubber hoots, one

dark blue monkey-jacket, one black silk

' peckerchief, three handkerchiefs, ons

strong jackknife, three towels, brushes,
combs, needles, thread, wax, tape and
buttons, The ship provides two suits of
clothes—one of blue, for dress, and one
white duck suit—caps, hammock and

' blanket. Each boy must deposit thirty
" dollars to defray the expense of the two

suits for all the time he is on the ship.

" T'his sum is refunded if he decides not

|
l

|

{0 stay at the commencement of the
sacond year.,

But the event of the year is the annual
crunise, which generally commences in
May. The time at sea is devoted to navi-

| gation and working the ship, the work

being done by the boys, directed and

' holped by half a dozen regular sailors.

A certain amount of education is neces
sary before they can be taught naviga:
tion. But the rapidity with which a boy
will pick up nautical expressions, names
of all the ropes, spais, ete., is marvellous
oven if he has never been upon the deck
of a ship before; furling sail, splicing,
making all manner of knots, hitches,
hends, eyes and gaskets. Then to swim
is one of the first and best of practical

| things taught; how to sml a boat, how

to steer by compass, take bearings, box
‘he compase, heave the lead, and to bend,
url & d reef a sail. A course on the
training ship would fit any apt boy, after
two or three cruises, for the position of
mate in some good ship or of petty ofli.
cer upon some mall steamer, as the new
postal subsidy law requires that each
ship carrying the mails shall have at
oflicer of the Government on board.

The Meaning of the Werd Chicago,

Mr. Kirkland, in his book just pub-
lished, “The Story of Chicago,” com
ments on the much-vexed question of
Chicago's name, which he derives fron

' the Indian term for a wild and harly

leek or onion that once grew luxuriantiy
between Chicago avenue and Twenty:
second street. “Chickagou” is the orig:
inal; “Che-cau-gou” in Hennepin's story

' of LaSalle’s expedition; “Chicagua®™ by

a French historian; “Chikagu” by St,

' meaning “playful waters;” “Choc-ca

go,"” meaning “destitute;” “Shegahg,’
meaning “skunk,” and “Gitchi-ka-go,’
meaning in the Illinois dialect a “thing
great or strong,” are some of its sources
of derivation. Mr. Kirkland tukes com:
Cort of the word for the reason that all
these variations have probubly a single
radical meaning. They “denote some-
thing ‘strong,’ whether like a ginnt o
like a leek is not important,” Chicago’
triends will attach their own interpreta
tion to the word, And what enemier
may do is not material.—Chicago News,
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HISTONRIO EBASTER NELLS,

muelr NRinging Frightens n Freuol
Aviny Away From the Town.

The story is related of a little town
eqlled Feldkiveh, on the frontier of Ans.
trin. on the I, an safilaeit of the Raine,
In the year 1799, when the unrmies of
Wapnleon were sweeping over the conti.

' nent. Massena, one of his venerals, sude

denly appeared on the heights above tho
town at the head of 18,000 men,

It was Baster day, and the morning
gnn, ns it rose, glittered on the weapons
of the Freneh .t the top of the range of
hills to the west of Feldkirk, The town
coneil hastily assembled to consnlt whad
w % to be done. Defense was impossible,
Shonld @ deputation he sent to Massenn
with the keys of the town and a petition
that he treat the place with merey?  *

'hen the old dean of the church stood
up. *It is Easter day,” he said, “Wo
have been reckoning on our strength,
and that fails. Let us ring the bells aud
have service as usual, and leaveo the mate
ter in higher hands. ™ 1llis words pree
vailed,  Then all at once, from thyee of
tour chureh tow ers in Feldkivk, the bells
began to clang joyful peals and the
streets fllled with worshippers hastening
to the chureh,

The Frenoh heard with surprise and
alarm the sndden clangor of joy bells,
and coneclu ling that the Austrian army
had arrived in the night to relieve the
place, Massena suddenly broke up his
camp, and before the bells had censed-
vinging not & Frenchman was to be seeu,
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Tlllt sich:l: WIND.

A Great and Curlows Tinde That Hae
sprang Up of Late Yimenm,

“Leave orders for oxygen und oy the
toor” is the odd legend that gre i< 1ia
wya in the second floor hall of an upper
Broadway building. ‘The door in qu-
tion leads to the living apartmenis, to
use a complimentary plural, of the deale
in oxygen. His office is the front bk
roorn on the same floor, suflicient'y
cramped quarters for one whose sto kn
trnde is of 80 expansive & nature. e i
one of a great many persons whose bu<i.
ness it is to purvey wind, sweetened and
otherwise, to the inhabitants of this
town.

The sale of invisible and almost intan.
gible and imponderable merchandise is
one of the most curious of the many
strange business developments of this
great community. You may buy boltlad
.asses as you buy bottled beer, and have
them delivered at your house as news-
papers, or soda, or fresh vegelables arve
delivered. Oxygen, hydrogen, nitroge
and earbolic acid are sold daily ns hoots
and shoes are sold., One factory selly
30,000 feet of oxygen per month, and
keeps on hand nearly that quantity in
stornge tanks, That volume of the gne
weighs more than a ton and a quarier.
Several other concerns sell nearly as
much more, and a large quanlity of hy-
drogen is sold to go with it for use in
producing the lime light at theaters,
lectures and clinics. DBesides chin, oxy-
zen and hydrogen are sold in mixtures
of various proportions, and a great vol-
ame of nitrous oxide or laughing gas is
sold to dentists, surgeons and hospitals,

Not only are gasses sold in large quan-

lities to lo-al consumers, but they aro |

sent by express all over the couutry,
Laughing gas, in particular, has an enor-
mous sale in various parts of the United
States, and is also shipped to the most
remote parts of civilized South America.
The express companies handle this pecul-
iar freight without special charge, and
the makers say that accidents never oc-
cur,—New Xork Sun,
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Turning the Tables.

An Ilinois sherif was noted for hie
netivity in looking up unlicensed ped-
Mlers. Taking his walk abroad one day,
he came across an old fellow whom he
at once concluded was an illegal trader,
and inquired if he had got anything to
eell.

“ Have 1 got anything to sell, squire?”
wns the respouse. “Guess I have got
blacking that will make them old cow:
aide boots of yourn shine so that you can
dhave in them. Got razors, too, an are
ticle you want, I should say, by the
lovk of your beard. Got Balm of Col;
umby, too, only a dollar & bottle, goul
for the hair, and assisting poor human
nature. ”

'he sheriff bought a bottle of Balm «t
Tolumbia, and then desired to see the
Vunkee's liconse for peddling.

Tie document was produced, exam:
ined, pronounced genuiue, and handed
pack to the old man,

“1 don't know now that I care for this
stufl,” said the disappointed offivin’,
“What will you give for it.”

“Wu'al,” answered the peddler, "I
lou't want it, squire; but seeing it's you,
I'll give you thirty-seven cents for it. "

I'he sheriff passed the bottle and prck-
ated the money, when the puldler said:

“1 say, 1 guoes 1 have something to ask
you now. lave you got a peddler’s lic
sense about you?”

“No,"” said the sheriff, “I haveun't any
use for one myself.”

“Waal, I guess we will see about tha'
pretty soon,” replied the Yaukee. = If 3
anderstand the law, sheriff, it's a clear
sase that you've been trading and ped-
1ling Balin of Columby on the highway,
and I shall inform on you. "

Thus he turned the tables; and the
sheri@ was duly fined for peddling with:
sut & license.

e

Well Scattoved Ponslons.

It is not generally known that the oper.
ation of the Civil War pension laws car-
ries mouney periodically to men of all na-
tionalities, wheo live in all quarters of the
«lobe. They are men who were disabled
in the service of the United States, and
have not since the war taken the oath of
allegiance to any other government.

To begin near the fountain-head, there
's paid out of the national treasury one-
nundred and twenty-five thou-and dols
lars anuually to residents of Canada,
many of whom have not seen the United
States since they were mustered out at
Washington at the close of the war,

Ireland has two hundred and fifty pen.
sioners on the rolls, who draw on an aver-
age of twelve dollars a month ; and a sin-
gle county in Eugland—Lancashire—
has fifty pensioners, In Australia there
are enough peosioners to draw nearly
two thousand five hundred dollaraa yenr,
I'he Dark Continent has a round doz.n
pensioners, living principally in Cape
Town, South lirica; while Liberia is
represented by one lone widow, whose
husband was freed by the emancipation
proclamation, and who died of the inju-
ries he received in fighting the battles of
“Massa Linkum,”

Guiseppe Osboli, away in Southern
Italy, draws the modest little sum of six
dollars a month for the fighting he did
some twenty odd years ugo, and now
doubtless sits in the sun and eats maca
roni, while he details the deods of walor
gor which the United States government
atill pays him so munificently.

Away down in the Mediterrancan Sea,
in the little island of Malta, lives a Greek,
by the name of Amubite Feneck, whe
gets twelve dollars a mouth to remind
him of the time wheu he smelt powder
in the far-away land of America; and
his case is matched in Russia Finland
almost on the shores of the Arctic Ocean,
where lives o.e Alexander Wilson, who
verved twenty years in the United States
pavy, and who now draws a pension of
seventeen dollars a month, which in that
laud is an income worth having.

|

$1.50 per annum—IN ADVANCE.
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THE THREE AGES.

My dears, when | was yonng like you=
O, days that long ago took wing!—

1 had yeur wit, your aweetness, Lo,

And loved like you, the spring.

Fondly do | remember still

How dear 10 me were flelds and flowers)
How dear the heartsin lighter hours
Made captive in the gay quadrille;

A merty child like you, my dears,

Aud such was | at fifteen years.

Later, my heart, less wild and gay,

To one devout eapousal moved;

Aul wedded joys, how aweet are they,
To love and te be loved|

But sometimes, pensive and apart,

1 prayed in secret sighs to heaven
That some dear angel might be given
Te stir in me a mother's heart;

\Wife and fond mother, too, my dears,
And such was 1 at thirty years.

O luter! Onward still and on
Time fiies, like an advancing wave,
And Summer, Autuma, both are gone,
With all the joys they gave!

.Yet, while we droop with age and pain,
The heart that to our babes we give
In their sweet innocence may live,
And with their babes be young again;
And such am [ at length, my dears,
With my full span of eighty years.

—(ieorge Cotterell, in the Argosy.
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CHINESE »SACRIFICES.

Spirits of Rain, Thunder, Wind, and
Clonds Propltiated.

Ilere is an extract from a recent Chi
nese court circular:

“The Newu Fu has asked that we ap-
point certain officers to perform the cns.
tomavy sacrificial rites at this season.
We accordingly direct the Dukes of Hai,
En Po, and the Marquis of Ying to per-
form the sacrifices to the spirits of rain,
thun ler, wind, and clouds; the grand
secretary Fu will proceed to the temple
of the horse spirit, while Pak’o-tan Fu
will proceed to that of the god of fire
The rites in honor of the tutelary spirits
of theinner and outer city will be exe-
cuted by Chung Kuang and Hai Hsu
Li Hung-chang has reported to us that
the season of the Autumn freshets hu~
passed over without any mishap occur-
ring on the Yellow River, in the Tung-
ming District. This we consider to be
another token of the secret aid of the di-
vine powers. for which we are deepl)
grateful, and we hereby order Tibetan i -
cense be transmitted to Li Hung-chang.
l'his incense he will hand to La Chin.
wen, intendent of the Pa Shun-kuang
circuit, who will reverently proceed tu
the shrines of the Pa-wang at Lilien.
chuang, Kaotsu, and Kuang-chuang, and
there burn the same on our behalf.®
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A New Mexican Port.

The Mexican Government has made a
contract for the construction of a port
and harbor at Coatzacoalcos at a cost of
$4,500,000, Among the great publio
works recently undertaken by Mexico
there is none of more importance than
this, and when it is completed the south.
ern part of the republic will have a sea-
port thut must be advantageous to its
commercial intevests, Coatzacoalcos is a
pretty town at the mouth of the river of
that name, rising in the Sierra Madre,
and flowing northward across the isthmus
of Tehuantepec, and is frequented by
vessels engaged in the mahogany trade,

It is in a direct line from the harbor of
Ventoza on the Pacific const of the Isth-
mus, and has invited the action of the
Mexican government through its relation
to interoceanic communication. The
river upon which it is situated has an ex-
tensive basin and numerous tributaries,
in which float a variety of trading craft,
The region which is watered by the main
stream and its affluents is rich in natural
resources, and the government, in orvder
to promote its development, has offered
inducements to immigrants to settle
there, and has invited foreign capitalists
and corporations to make investments,

The contract it has just entered into
will have a powerful influence in stimu-
Iating the construction of other projected
public works in the States of Vera Cruz
and Oajaca, As far back as 1320 Cortez
gave orders for sounding over the bar at
the mouth of the Coatzacoalcos River,
and ever since that time explorers have
been interested in the region. Good serve
jce was done by the commission which
was sent there by the United States Gov.
ernment in 1830, while more recent ex-
plorations have largely increased the
knowledge that had previously besn pro-
cured about the isthmus,

Hlow Women Bathe In Parvis.

The Scine is a narrow, greenish, suake.
like river, and it does not look inviting
from a distance. But on entering the
swimming baths formed of boat-like
sides, containing the dressing-rooms, it
looks clear and cool. Black bathing suits
trimmed with red braid can be hired fox
a franc upward, and hundreds of ladies,
with their children, daily afford them-
selves amusement at these places. There
is no effort at fashion, gentlemen not ad-
mitted, and the top being covered by can-
vas to shield them from the eyes of peo-
ple on embankment or boulevars,
Swimmers among the attendants are fre-
quent, and they dive and float, swim and
sink at will, and teach the children and
ladies to do the same,

Some of the French women are expert
swimmers, and they go around in their
black, baggy suits chasing -shout tho
platforms, eating sandwiches or drink.
.ng penny syrups or clarets and end the
serformance by diving into the water
and swimming a race, Trapezes, swings,
sto., are suspended above the water and
gymnastic exercises are indulged in by
the younger and more ambitious.

On leaving the baths they dry their
hair sufficiently, put a crimped perruke
over their straight locks, a dash of pow-
der and a bit of lip salve—a stick of
which every French womau carries in
her pocket—to slightly color and elimi.
nate any dryness, and with a deft ad just
ment of the inevituble blnck veil, my
lady is well coiffed, and if her dress he
suitable, can take & drive before going
home, .




