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CRUEL LITTLE BUTCHER BIRD.

It Loves to Kill Small Animals and T
pale Thim on Thorns,

The butcher bird is considered 1
some of the ornithologists as the os
sagacious bird in Ameriew.  Tho
Oldbam, of Lord<barg, savs the o
ous Progress, tells us that Le Leliov,
it as cruel as it is sagacions.

“I bave paid lots of attention t
puir of common butcher birds at 1
place for six months,” said Le, “an |
have lvarned many uew things abon
the babits of the peculiur butcher Liv
A pair of them have followed e whi
a-pluughiu; for three or four da.s o
time, watching for me to overtur.:
nest of field mice. When I ov rturn o
neost thﬂ will pounce down upon |
little mice and claw aud peck them
death. I'lien the mouse carcu ses
carried away to some neighlor
orauge or lemon tree and spic
upon the thorns,

“The birds (e dom eat the mice, Ll
Ll“ thﬂlll fl'Ulll shioer love of the o
citewent, Wuen they can spike a liv
mousy, or even a rat, on a thovu the
flutter about anl chatter with them-
selves as if they had great fun in seo
ing the roleuts twist and squirm in th
throes of death. But I am most sur
prised to see how strong buteher bird:
aro and what they can lift aud 1
away with. I Lave often seen tonl
that hﬂ\"ﬂ l‘ﬂuﬂilllp Jed npon thorns of
& century plant on my pl e .nnt left to
die. The other morning 1 saw .
butcheor bird with a spake lullx a foo!
long. He had it by the buck of ti
neck, and flew with 1t up into an oran e
tree. He tuere nuiled the reptile
& thorn and sat and watcbel it, 11
let the snuke almost wrigule off, who
he flew at it and fixed it ou more iirn
Because these birds are destrncti
gophers and rats they are con<ider
the friends of the orunge

1
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The Monkeys Caught On,

“1 once went up thoe Amazon
Orinoco Rivers on an animaual ¢ ]
expedition for the late 1. L. Barnum,
said Dick Cowper, an old shown
“I got quite a collection of =nul
]Jlt'dﬂ lnd mUHlH"\ S, i hit on
plan for the capture of* tho Juif
it worked like a ¢churm. A mo
o greater imitator than a Chivw
He will do anything Lo sces dou
that is what gets so wau y of his kiud
into the eage. T rigged up un ol
battery, and attached it to an appar:!
that wouid allow a score of the Sin
to get hoid of it, I theu took @
of natives, and went into the o
where there were fluulm of monk
We pllt the upparatas down, attuche
the wire and removed the batter
l‘truHItIEI‘-LIJ]lJ dis Lance, LLhUe uat
then tuok hulll of Lhe Hppaiaius
ced and yelied, then retired
mounkeys made a Jdasn for it, |
dozen cauglit hold of il, and 1T oy
on the current, .“H_} Legan to )
and squirm, but the otuers tl
their performance a part of tio
gramme, and ful'l'l}' lell over cach
to get Lhold of the machiue I Co
have stuck the whole trovop il |
could have got Lold of th: ¢
We then muade a decout on them
;zﬂ.BkB, and soon bad a score of th
corialled.  But it would ouls
once. We tried it & mouth alterwa
at & point tifty wiles distuut, bul
& moukey came off his perch in 1
trees, '.lht!y viewed tue proceedn
with evident curiosity, but witho
any appareut desire to uuitute vu
dunce wround the machine,”
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The “Green Hand,”

An Eastern captain of a cousiin
vossel tells a remarkable story of
“green band,” an Irishman, whow
omployed nt & pinch. *“When we v
under way,” said the captain, “I Lo
mind to tl'y him on the lookout. aft
we struck cleur water, as he couldnl
tell a halliard from a sheet line. 1.1
about dark I stayed on deck, the 1t
ut the wheel. Pretty soon he co
aft and says:

*“‘There's
boat, sorr,’

“‘What 1s it 7' 1 says,

“ L don’t know, sorr,” say
*'“ull go back and tind oul
roport,” I says then;and buck he o

“A fow miuutes and back he cou
aft,

“d don't kuow what it is
says, ‘but it's comig this wayv,
cun find out for sure in a lit'le whil

“*You go for'ard, and doa't co
back till you know what it is," sui
getting mad.

“He goes up again, Lut is bhack o uis
in a m:uutu and all smiling,

“*Well 7" says I,

*«If you lrlurwa. sorr, I dou’t kno
for sure what itis,” says he, ‘but what
ever it is, it has a red light and o
green light, and I think it must be »
drug-sthore.’ "
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The Mocking-Bira in Calif 1uia.

Some of my most intimate ac (rall
snces have been the moce King- bipd
the California groves. It scems
innecessary to cage them, they are so
happy among the ever blooming troc
but onages hang in balconies, at Joo
and !lﬂdu“ﬂ all about the :umt : and
under the eaves, and pas<ing down t.o
streets one hears at all honrs gushes of
melody from the wonderful mimicl
in their prisous. It is a cheerful soun
you I like be tter to listen to thewm
tl.lE"? ﬂlt at will whero the red o1
grunates flower, where the will i
rear their massive llll]lilul'H where they
may hide their young a« they choo
the fragraut orange troe- tops.

One spleudid fellow Las his perch o
@ wind mill fan opposite wy do
where all day luu;.'; e pours oat trill
rupturuuu “Ilh glee. Some morniny
he is in such eestasy that Lo bubbles
down his notes in snate hes, wasting no
time in weaving them together. w h! 1~
over I appear on the doorstep. [ know
he watches for my coming, for he up-
parently hordes his mnsical quiver full
of gay darts, keeping silence for intel
vals when I am unseen, lotting thon
_1!‘ 10 4D arrow y hhu".t.t as if he would
transport we when I reappear. He is
the saney tyrant who peeks at my hat,
my hair, my gown, when [ venture toon
near the rose vine on the luttice whore
his newly hatehed habies are.
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Im In .h\\l)'l'HElR HISTORY,

THEY ARE AN INVENTION OF
ANCIENT EGYPTIANS.

FHE

Were

I‘ruull

Miiginally Made of Wood and
Far From Being Burglar-Proof
the Primitive Article to the
hination Which Provid's Protection

L.ocks and bolts have become a ne.
cessity since man bLecame secr tive o

t Pivkli

covetons, TU kﬁl} a would be intru )

on the right side of a door aundl 11

ingers of a thief from the ob ect of
capidity our ancestors impro. s
wooden bar and designod the 1vs
ons loek.  The latter was of conre
later product as involving 1

skill and a knowiedge of u.etul |
ancient Egv]rt:uuu are creditel will
the manutacture of the originai o k.
which was simple in constrace i |
by no means proof against the oo

'ty of the primitive burglar,

Wwere IIHIHT[}' made of “nml, with
castonal example of iron or cop
The warded lock was a further evolotion
el nlll!lu;{ the Middle Ages, 1
0 much of mechaunical work was s o0
aledd with sacredotal instinets and ol
oets the prmluvlu were characterizo |
In elaboration and the luglh st stvie ol
tinish,

T'he religion of mechanies in 1l
mediieval times was conselence in worl
nud faith iu its thoroaghness, to wi
i modern days we can not Lonc-tly
make so valid a elaim. The result in
the art of lock making was the pro
dnetion of specimens, of which it i-
«uid that history and antiquarians tel!
of no finer specimens, art and hLon i
work being happily combinel.  Ihe
tnmbler lock is Mongoliun, aud Lo
heen in use in the Celestial empire

centuries, the ancient Chinese 1vin:
wrtists in mechanical devices, aud Iy
10 means the blockheads so liherally
scandalized on the sand lots and ]!ml
torms of modern times. The combi.
nation pu.luDLk has also avenera o ooe
ord, and is attributed to the wenin
Frenech  loeksmith, the opinton ho
cver, being held by antiguariin.
s mception dates back to a o
period,

Be that as it may, it is evid

o locks as in ever vihlllg ¢lse

chianies, we are but i HNProyvers

Ore :It cossors,  Ingennity i
sell to changing condition
omore a necessity than ever, |
more valuables to prntm-i_ and |
cdncated rogues to frustraice, o
e getting eminently ric b in b
ticles, while in the skill of (/.o |

twith as much as in the valor o
police we place the faith that 1o
headache n onr llig’].ltl'illl-, nnd Ko
our bonds and ledgers safe. W\ o
cvolutionized in lock manufacture f)
Hu- Lgyptian article to the 1o

‘ombination mystery of which. :
burglarious intentions are
there 18 uo key but a deposit ol
powder or a ]Iun..ll of dyunamitoe
H 15, however, to the four t L

< named that we owe ull sul
VO uIlnuH and are not pervbap .

ol provements, so far aliead

voskul as we sometimes as-<un

dhiply . matter of llt'nll”tt
mechanteal lllp;t'llllllv as 1
calendar, we could as reason

pect to be on the census roll oo
grandfather, as to be where wo
anntactures without our ante

in the matter of luukﬂ we  car

ahout praciical protection thun i

ing therr brass aud irou wmonmni

A cunonized man or act, and i
“ehse we ure i keepiug with the ao
that is more avuxious about it« deprosats
thun its biographies, It is, Iu-m Voer
none the less a fact that in the m;- .
1ous wechanism of the modera lock we
ure bat simply amplifyivg the discov
eries of our predecessors,
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Wise Provision.

A philosophical observer has male 4
-li-u'm'ury. and commuuicates it to the
wor.d through the columus of a con-
temporary.”  Like many such thines
1 looks so simple when once stutel tlat
0.0 can not belp wondering why it was
never found out before,

“Did you ever unotice when a 1an
smites his thumb with & hammer wuile
putting down a carpet under his wife's
supervision, how quickly Le thrusts
the bruised and throbbing mewmlier
into his mouth ? People thiuk it is
becanse the application is soothing
In.t the movement is purely involun.
tary, like winking, The man can uot
iwlp it.

“I'he fact is that nature knows what

- it man is apt to say under such cireum-

stances, and so has provided Lim witl
n automatic stopper. Whenever h
hits his thumb bard enough to Lurt

and it doesn't take a very luud blow to
almost kill & man when he is :Ium-
omething he doesn't like to do— v 4
sort of interlocking system his !i;-n-.l
flies into his mouth, and for the
cal mowent speech is cut off,’
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Two Remnarkable Epitaphs,

Lwo of the most remarkable epit)
i the United States are those of 1)
Barrow, formerly of Sacremento.
and that of Hank Monk, Horaeo 1
ley's stage driver. 'I'he forumer voud-
follows, “Here is laid Daniel Barro
who was born in Sorrow, and oy
little from nature except his na
s love to lllﬂﬂliilll] and ]' Lt
redskins 3 who was nevertheloss o
tleman and a dea |l shot, who thro
long life never killed a man exco
wit-defence or by accident, and
'-'.In‘u hﬂ ut lll.ht went aodear benout

allets of Lis ecowardly enermios in
‘.h 1ris s saloon, did so in the s

crtain hope of a glorions and o
iH:: worrow,”  Hank Monk's o
reads thus: “Sacred to the 1
of Hank Monk, the whitest, L
hearted, and best-known stage
the West, who wus kind to ul!
thonght ill of none, He livo]

range era, and was a hero, a
wooelsof Y o Jharenow rin
‘e Grolde Stl‘ﬂ o

|

Origin of Spoons,

I'wo natural objects seems to 1))
lurni<hsd the wo lel for the «)
primitive man—the river or o1
and the leaf of ]‘llu.l.ltﬂ. In Sonthiern
China shell spoons are still used 14
are clo ﬁly rﬁprmllll.!t!tl im the ol
porcelain spoon of that conatry,
metal spoons are found in fadia ou
which are reproduneed even the veius of
the leaves from which tlu:-y were copie l,
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The average ﬂﬁpﬂl of sand in
Airvican desert is thought to be hir y
o nrh' foet.
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