vl PREFACL.

i1 the following letter of M. Douglass, written 1n

answer to my urgent solicitation for such a work:

Rocuesrer, N. Y. July 2, 1850.

Dear Friesp: I have long entertained, ﬂfa'ynu very T:uli
know, & somewhat positive repugnance to :.vrtung n:'] Tilfu;?
anything for the public, which m}ﬂd, wn‘:h a_ny Ll%la: ;
plausibility, make me liable to the 1mpptutm.n.uf' see unF [1)0. ;
sonal notoriety, for its own sake. Entertaining that .ue lnT
very sincerely, and permitting its control, pm‘hup? qulltu‘ ,u:u.
reasonably, I have often refused to .narmtu m:{r pel hUHE‘l 1L'4..1 ;
rience in public anti-slavery mectings, m'-ul in §y111'E111tr1|¢:111]3
circles, when urged to do so by friends, with whose mml Ttl;m
wishes, ordinarily, it were a pleasure to cn.mlﬂ y. In mft-t -
and speeches, I have generally nimed to .dlS.GUBS the {pluallnil:mts

| Slavery in the light of fundamental principles, anc up; ; ) ; c;
notorious and open to all; making, | tl‘LlST:._, no more of the ia ;
of my own former enslavement, than circumstances Ti‘::(i D
absolutely to require. I have never placed my npp}um 1" e
glavery on & basis SO narrow as my own enslavement, .]llt- 1'.1 £
upon the 1 destructible and unchangeable laws of hun?:u; 1: .]uh :
every one of which is perpetually and ﬂilgrnntly wmfa‘ ;m:;
the slave system. I have also felt that 1t was ]he?t] msu;__.m
having histories worth the writing—or supljofzmrtu J; s
commit such work to hands other thﬂ'.l'l their m:. 1. | J f
of one’s self, in such a manner as not to neur th.e 1mpullii-tl|.ctm of
weakness, vanity, and egotism, is a work :vlthm thﬂI[L 111 y u;u
but few; and I have littie reusou io believe that 1 belong

¢ that fortunate few.

' you
These considerations caused me to hesitate, when first

kindly urged me to prepare for publication a full account of
my life as a slave, and my life as a fpeeman,

Nevertheless, [ see, with you, many reasons for regarding
my autobiography as exceptional in its character, and as being,
in some sense, naturally beyond the reach of those reproaches
which honorable and sensitive minds dislike to incur. It is not
to illustrate any heroic achievements of a man, but to vindicate
a just and beneficent principle, in its application to the whole
human family, by letting in the light of truth upon a system,
esteemed by some as a blessing, and by others as a curse and a
crime. I agree with you, that this system is now at the bar of
public opinion—not only of this country, but of the whole
civilized world—for judgment. Its friends have made for it
the usual plea—*not guilty ;” the case must, therefore, pro-
ceed. Any facts, either from slaves, slaveholders, or by-standers,
calenlated to enlighten the public mind, by revealing the true
nature, character, and tendency of the slave system, are in order,
and can scarcely be innocently withheld.

I sece, too, that there are special reasons why I should write
my own biography,in preference to employing another to do
it. Not only is slavery on trial, but uufortunately, the enslaved
people are also on trial. Itis alieged, that they are, naturally,
inferior ; that they are so low in the scale of humanity, and so
utterly stupid, that they are unconscious of their wrongs, and
do not apprehend their rights. Looking, then, at your request,
from this stand-point, and wishing everything of which you
think me capable to go to the benefit of my afflicted people, I
part with my doubts and hesitation, and proceed to furnish you
the desired manuscript; hoping that you may be able to make,
such arrangements for its publication as shall be best adapted
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