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XX Viil INTRODUCTION.

then told Brother Story to look up the authorities—and th.ey never
differed from him. Thus, also, in his Lecture-on, the {&nt.l-Slave}'y
Movement,” delivered before the Rochester Ladies f&ntl-S'lnvery S0-
ciety, Mr. Douglass presents a mass of thf}ught, whlch., wﬂ;holut ﬂfny-
showy display of Jogic on his part, requires an 'exerc'me 0 ; 13 1 ;3:
soning faculties of the reader to keep pacc W1t.h”h}m. 1:; 3
« Claims of the Negro Ethnologically Considered,” is full of new

and fresh thoughts on the dawning science of race-history. - |
If, as has been stated, his intellection is slow, when unexcited, 1t
is most prompt and rapid when he 1s thoroughl.y aroused. M‘enlc:ry,
logic, wit, sarcasm, invective, pathos ﬂ.I;l(]. bold imagery of rmf 8 uf-
tural beauty, well up as from a copious fountain, yc!; €80 111;:13 1
proper place, and contributing to form a Thole, gvﬂ:nil in 11:5&} : 3 e
complete in the minutest proportions. 1t1s most (Pﬁlculb to he gi
him in a corner, for his positions are taken 80 dehbemtel_yz that 1
:o pare to find a point in them undefended aforetl_l(fught. I rofessor
Reason tells me the following: “On a recent visit of a publ-lc na-
ture, to Philadelphia, and in a meeting composec:l moatly.of h}s col-
ored brethren, Mr. Douglass proposed a comparison of views in the
matters of the relations and duties of ‘our people;’ he holding that
prejﬁdice was the result of condition, and could be conquered l?y
the efforts of the degraded hemselves. A gentleman present, dm(i
tinguished for Jogical acumen and subtlety, and who had dezotie
no small portion of the last twenty-five years tﬁo th{? study n‘n ‘e'u-
cidation of this very question, held the 0p11f1s1tﬂ view, F]mt preju-
dice is innate and unconquerable. He ternnnatefl a series of 1:\*(311
dove-tailed, Socratic questions to Mr. Douglass, with the followm‘g:
¢If the legislature at Harrisburgh should awakt?n, tﬂ.-morrow moll n;
ing, and find each man’s skin turned black and ]11.3 hair woolly, w 12
could they do to remove prejudice? AT Immcdllately.piilss lu'ﬁ;s en-
titling black men to all civil, political anddaﬁcml privileges,” was
‘ onlv—and the questioning ceased. .
th?[‘;::jt;?a: er{}niﬂ‘r'l.::ﬂgle uu(}lnt,nl phenomenon in Ml‘: Douglass, 18 his
stylein w riting and speaking, In March, 1855, he dehvel.'ed an address
in the assembly chamber before the members 0[: the legislature of the
atate of New York., An eye witness * dcacrlhe.s the erowded and
most intelligent audience, and their rapt attention to the speaker,

# Mr. Wm. H, Topp, of Albany.
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INTRODUCTION. XX1X

as the grandest scene he ever witnessed in the capitol. Among
those whose eyes were riveted on the speaker full two hours and a
half, were Thurlow Weed and Lieutenant Governor Raymond; the
latter, at the conclusion of the address, exclaimed to a friend, “I
would give twenty thousand dollars, if I could deliver that address
in that manner.” Mr. Raymond is a first class graduate of Dart-
mouth, a rising politician, ranking foremost in the legislature ; of
course, his ideal of oratory must be of the most polished and finished
description.

The style of Mr. Douglass in writing, is to me an intellectual puz-
zle. The strength, affluence and terseness may easily be accotinted
for, because the style of a manis the man; but how are we to ac-
count for that rare polish in his style of writing, which, most eriti-
cally examined, seems the result of careful early culture among the
best classics of our language; it equals if it do not surpass the style
of Hugh Miller, which was the wonder of the British literary pub-
lic, until he unraveled the mystery in the'most interesting of auto-
biographies. But Frederick Douglass was still calking the seams
of Baltimore clippers, and had only written a ‘“pass,” at the age
when Miller’s style was already formed.

I asked William Whipper, of Pennsylvania, the gentleman allu-
ded to above, whether he thought Mr. Douglass’s power inherited
from the Negroid, or from what is called the Caucasian side of his
make-up? After some reflection, he frankly answered, “I must
admit, although sorry tc do so, that the Caucasian predominates.”
At that time, I zimost agreed with him; but, facts narrated in the
first part of this work, throw a different light on this interesting
question.

We are left in the dark as to who was the paternal ancestor of
our author; a fact which generally holds good of the Romuluses
and Remuses who are to inaugurate the new birth of our republie.
In the absence of testimony from the Caucasian side, we must see
what evidence is given on the other side of the house.

“ My grandmother, thongh advanced in years, * * * was
vet a woman of power and spirit. She was marvelously straight
in figure, elastic and muscular.” (p. 46.)

After describing her skill in constructing nets, her perseverance
in using them, and her wide-spread fame in the agricultural way,
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