LIFE AS A SLAVE.

CHAPTER L

THE AUTHOR’S CHILDHOOD.

PLACE OF BIR1i—CHARACTER OF THE DISTRICT—TUCKAHOE—ORIGIN OF THE
NAME—CHOPTANE RIVER—TIME OF BIRTH—GENEALOGICAL TREES—MODE
OF COUNTING TIME—NAMES OF GRANDPARENTS—THEIR POSITION—GRAND-
MO HER ESPECIALLY ESTEEMED— ‘“ BORN TO GOOD LUCK '’ —SWEET POTA-
TOES—SUPERSTITION—THE LOG CABIN—ITS CHARMS—SEPARATING CHIL=
DREN—AUTHOR'S AUNTS—THEIR NAMES—FIRST KNOWLEDGE OF BEING A
SLAVE— ‘ OLD MASTER ' —GRIEFS AND JOYS OF CHILDHOOD—COMPARA-=
TIVE HAPPINESS OF THE SLAVE-BOY AND THE SON OF A SLAVEHOLDER.

In Talbot county, Iastern Shore, Maryland, near
Kaston, the county town of that county, there is a
small district of country, thinly populated, and re-
markable for nothing that I know of more than for
the worn-out, sandy, desert-like appearance of its soil,
the general dilapidation of its farms and fences,
the indigent and spiritless character of its inhabitants,
and the prevalence of ague and fever.

The name of this singularly unpromising and truly
famine stricken district is Tuckahoe, a name well
known to all Marylanders, black and white. It was
given to this section of country probably, at the first,
merely in derision ; or it may possibly have been
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