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applied to it, as I have heard, because some one of its

ler ] ' ] tty mean-
earlier inhabitants had been guilty of the pettyr
stealing a hoe—or taking a hoe—that did not

belong to him. Eastern Shore men usually pronounce
the word took, as tuck ; Took-a-hoe, therefore, 18, 1n

-' hatever may
Maryland parlance, Zuckahoe. But, whate
havey been its origin —and about this I will not be

positive—that name has stuck to the disiirict in ques-
tion ; and it is seldom mentioned but with coPtelnPt
and derision, on account of the barrenness of %ts soil,
and the ignorance, indolence, and pove}'t.y of 1its peio-
ple. Decay and ruin are everywhere visible, z'md ({: 12
thin population of the place would: have q}ulf;te 1
long ago, but for the Choptank river, whie r;]m;
through it, from which they take abundance of sha

d herring, and plenty of ague and fever.
o - at, and unthrifty district, or

. It was in this dull, fl | i
: zs neighborhood, surrounded by a white population c{)

ness of

the lowest order, indolent and drunken to a proverb,
and among slaves, who seemed to ask, “ Oh! what's

the wse ?” every time they lifted a hoe, that I——-wtith- '
out any fault of mine—was born, and spent the first

ears of my childhood.
s The reader will pardon so much about the plz}ce of
~ my birth, on the score that it is always a fa?t c.ﬁ S0mMe
e 2 man is born, if, indeed,

gard to the teme o
as I have been respecting the place.

Nor, indeed,
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times designated fut/er, is literﬁlly abolished in slave
law and slave practice. It is only once in a while
that an exception is found to this statement. T never
met with a slave who could tell me how old he was
Few slave-mothers know anything of the months of
the year, nor of the days of the month. They kee
no family records, with marriages, births, and deathf
']':‘hey measure the ages of their children by sprinn:
tnne,‘wmter time, harvest time, planting time an?l
the like; but these soon become nndistinn*uis];able
and forgotten. Like other slaves, 1 cannotctell how
old I am. This destitution was among my earliest
troubles. I learned when I grew up, t?:hat m); mas-
ter—an4 this is the case with masters generally—al-
lowed no questions to be put to him, by which g
slave -might learn his age. Such questions are deem-
e-d evidence of impatience, and even of impudent cu-
riosity. From certain events, however, the dates of
which I have since learned, T suppose 11;}fself to have
been born about the year 1817. |
The first experience of life with me that I now re-
member—and I remember it but hazily—Dbegan in
the family of my grandmother and gmn.dfuthei Bet-
sey and Isaac Baily. They were quite admnc:ed n
hfe_, and had long lived on the spot where they then
resided. They were considered old settlers in the
neighborhood, and, from certain circumstances, I in-
fer that my grand mother, especially, was held i; high
esteem, far higher than is the lot of most colored pgr-

importance to know wher ' . 1
' ~ o it be important to know anything about him. In re-
f my birth, I cannot be as definite

Sons 1n the slave states. She was a good nurse, and
L] » | ! ;
E caPltal hand at making nets for catching shad and
erl‘ln L § _ ’ - |
g; and these nets were in great demand, not

¢ much knowledge concerning my parents.

_~Q can I impar _ g
Genealogical trees do not flourish among slaves.
P e in the north, some-

: -
.
[} +_ 1
o ]

1 = 1

.
| ! -

|

erson of some consequence her
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