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100 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

to extremes, it often avails itself of the most opposite
methods. Extremes meet in mind as in matter.
When the slaves on board of the ¢ Pearl” were over-
taken, arrested, and carried to prison—their hopes for
freedom blasted —as they marched in chains they
sang, and found (as Emily Edmunson tells us) a mel-
ancholy relief in singing. The singing of a man cast
away on a desolate island, might be as appropriately
considered an evidence of his contentment and hap-
piness, as the singing of a slave. Sorrow and deso-
lation have their songs, as well as joy and peace.
Slaves sing more to make themselves happy, than to
express their happiness.

It 1s the boast of slaveholders, that their slaves en-
joy more of the physical comforts of life than the
peasantry of any country in the world. My expe-
rience contradicts this. The men and the women
slaves on Col. Lloyd’s farm, received, as their monthly
allowance of food, eight pounds of pickled pork, or
their equivalent in fish. The pork was often tainted,
and the fish was of the poorest quality—herrings,
which would bring very little if offered for sale in
any northern market. With their pork or fish, they
had one bushel of Indian meal-—unbolted—of which
quite fifteen per cent. was fit only to feed pigs. With
this, one pint of salt was given; and this was the en-
tire monthly allowance of a full grown slave, work-
ing constantly in the open field, from morning until
night, every day in the month except Sunday, and
living on a fraction more than a quarter of a pound of
meat per day, and less than a peck of corn-meal per
week. There is no kind of work that a man can do
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which requires a better supply of food to prevent
physical exhaustion, than the field-work of a slave.
So much for the slave’s allowance of food ; now for
his raiment. The yearly allowance of clothing for
the slaves on this plantation, consisted of two tow-
linen shirts—such linen as the coarsest crash towels
are made of ; one pair of trowsers of the same mate-
rial, for summer, and a pair of trowsers and a jacket
of woolen, most slazily put together, for winter; one
pair of yarn stockings, and one pair of shoes of the
coarsest description. The slave’s entire apparel could
not have cost more than eight dollars per year. The
allowance of food and clothing for the little children,
was committed to their mothers, or to the older slave-
women having the care of them. Children who were
unable to work in the field, had neither shoes, stock-
ings, jackets nor trowsers given them. Their clothing
consisted of two coarse tow-linen shirts—already de-
scribed—per year; and when these failed them, as
they often did, they went naked until the next allow-
ance day. I'locks of little children from five to ten
years old, might be seen on Col. Lloyd’s plantation,
as destitute of clothing as any little heathen on the
west coast of Africa; and this, not merely during the
summer monthg, but during the frosty weather of
March. The little girls were no better off' than the
boys ; all were nearly in a state of nudity.

As to beds to sleep on, they were known to none of
the field hands; nothing but a coarse blanket—not
so good as those used in the north to cover horses—

was given them, and this only to the men and women.
The children stuck themselves in holes and corners,
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