108 . LIFE AS A SLAVE.

eve, or tempt the taste. Here, appetite, not food, 1
the great desideratum. Tish, flesh and fowl; are here
in profusion. Chickens, of all breeds; ducks, of all
kinds, wild and tame, the common, and the huge Mus-
covite ; Guinea fowls, turkeys, geese, and pea fowls,
are in their several pens, fat and fatting for the des-
tined vortex. The graceful swan, the mongrels, the
black-necked wild goose ; partridges, quails, pheasants
and pigeons ; choice water fowl, with all their strange
varieties, are caught in this huge family net. Beef,
veal, mutton and venison, of the most select kinds and
quality, roll bounteously to this grand consumer. The
teeming riches of the Chesapeake bay, its rock, perch,
drums, crocus, trout, oysters, crabs, and terrapin, are
drawn hither to adorn the glittering table of the great
house.” The dairy, too, probably the finest on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland—supplied by cattle of the
best English stock, imported for the purpose, pours
its rich donations of fragrant cheese, golden butter,
and delicious eream, to heighten the attraction of the
corgeous, unending round of feasting. Nor are the
fruits of the earth forgotten or neglected. The fertile
garden, many acres in size, constituting a separate
establishment, distinet from the common farm—with
its scientific gardener, imported from Scotland, (a Mr.
McDermott,) with four men under his direction, was
not behind, either in the abundance orin the delicacy
of its contributions to the same full board. "The ten-
der asparagus, the succulent celery, and the delicate
cauliflower ; ege plants, beets, lettuce, parsnips, peas,
and I'rench beans, early and late ; radishes, cantelopes,
melons of all kinds; the fruits and flowers of all
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olimes and of all descriptions, from the hardy apple
of the north, to the lemon and orange of the south,
culminated at this point. Baltimore gathered figs,
raisins, almonds and juicy grapes from Spain. Wines
and brandies from France; teas of various flavor,
from China; and rich, aromatic coffee from Java, all
conspired to swell the tide of high life, where pride
and indolence rolled and lounged in magnificence and
satiety.

Behind the tall-backed and elaborately wrought
chairs, stand the servants, men and maidens—fifteen
s number—discriminately selected, not only with a
view to their industry and faithfulness, but with spe-
cial regard to their personal appearance, their grace-
ful agility and captivating address. Some of these
are armed with fans, and are fanning reviving breezes
toward the over-heated brows of the alabaster ladies ;
others watch with eager eye, and with fawn-like step
anticipate and supply, wants before they are sutli-
ciently formed to be announced by word or sign.

These servants constituted a sort of black aristoc-
raéy on Col. Lloyd’s plantation. “They resembled the
fold hands in nothing, except in color, and in this
they held the advantage of a velvet-like glossiness,
rich and beautiful. The hair, too, showed the same
advantage. The delicate colored maid rustled in the
scarcely worn silk of her young mistress, while the
servant men were equally well attired from the over-
flowing wardrobe ot their young masters ; 80 that, 1n
dress, as well as in form and feature, in manner and
speech, in tastes and habits, the distance betx}'een
these favored few,and the sotrow and hunger-smitten
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