114 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

master and slave; superior and inferior here, but
equals at the bar of God; and,in the common course
of events, they must both soon meet in another, world,
‘1 a world where all distinctions, except those based on
obedience and disobedience, are blotted out forever.
« Uncover your head!” said the imperious master;
he was obeyed. ¢Take off your jacket, you old ras-
cal!” and off came Barney’s jacket. ¢ Down on your
knees ! ” down knelt the old man, his shoulders bare,
his bald head glistening in the sun, and his aged knees
on the cold, damp ground. In this humble and deba-
sing attitude, the master—that master to whom he had
given the best years and the best strength of his life—
came forward, and laid on thirty lashes, with his horse
whip. The old man bore 1t patiently, to the last, an-
swering each blow with a slight shrug ot the shoulders,
and a groan. I cannot think that Col. Lloyd succeed-
ed in marring the flesh of Old Barney very seriously,
for the whip was a light, riding whip; but the spectacle
of an aged man—a husband and a father—humbly
kneeling before a worm of the dust, surprised and
shocked me at the time j; and since I have grown old
enough to think on the wickedness of slavery, few facts

have been of more value to me than this, to which 1
' was a witness. It reveals slavery in its true color,
and in its maturity of repulsive hatefulness. 1 owe 1t
to truth, however, to say, that this was the first and
the last time I ever saw Old Barney, or any other
slave, compelled to kneel to receive a whipping.

I saw, at the stable, another incident, which I will
relate, as it is illustrative of a phase of slavery to which
I have alréady referred in another connection. De-
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sides two other coachmen, Col. Lloyd owned one
named William, who, strangely enough, was often
called by his surname, Wilks, by white and colored
people on the home plantation. Wilks was a very
fine looking man. He was about as white as anybody
on the plantation; and in manliness of form, and
comeliness of features, he bore a very striking resem-
blance to Mr. Murray Lloyd. It was whispered, and
pretty generally admitted as a fact, that William
Wilks was a son of Col. Lloyd, by a highly favored
slave-woman, who was still on the plantation. There
were many reasons for believing this whisper, not
only in William’s appearance, but in the undeniable
freedom which he enjoyed over all others, and his ap-
parent consciousness of being something more than a
slave to his master.® It was notorious, too, that Wil-
liam had a deadly enemy in Murray Lloyd, whom he
so much resembled, and that the latter greatly wor-
ried his father with importunities to sell William.
Indeed, he gave his father no rest until he did sell
him, to Austin Woldfolk, the great slave-trader at
that time. Before selling him, however, Mr. L. tried
what giving William a whipping would do, toward
making things smooth; but this was a failure. It
was 2 compromise, and defeated itself; for, immedi-
ately after the infliction, the heart-sickened colonel
atoned to William for the abuse, by giving him a gold
watch and chain. Another fact, somewhat curious,
is, that though sold to the remorseless Woldfolk, ta-
ken in irons to Baltimore and cast into prison, with &
view to being driven to the south, 4¥Villiam, by some
means—always a mystery to me—outbid all his pur-
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