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ture and to consecience, in arresting the benevolence
that would have enlightened my young mind. In
ceasing to instruct me, she must begin to justify her-

gelf fo herself; and, once consenting to take sides in

such a debate, she was riveted to her position. One
needs very little knowledge of moral philosophy, to
gee where my mistress now landed. She finally be-
came even more violent in her oppesition to my learn-
ing to read, than was her husband himself. * She was
not satisfied with simply doing as well as her husband
had commanded her, but seemed resolved to better
his instruction. Nothing appeared to make my poor
mistress—after her turning toward the downward
path—more angry, than seeing me, seated in some nook
or corner, quietly reading a book or a newspaper. 1
have had her rush at me, with the ntmost fury, and
snatch from my hand such newspaper or book, with
something of the wrath and consternation which a
traitor might be supposed to feel on being discovered
in a plot by some dangerous spy.

Mrs. Auld was an apt woman, and the advice of
her husband, and her own experience, soon demon-
strated, to her entire satisfaction, that education and
slavery are incompatible with each other. When this
conviction was thoroughly established, I was most
narrowly watched in all my movements. If Iremained
in a separate room from the family for any consider-
able length of time, I was sure to be suspected of hav-
ing a book, and was at once called upon to give an
account of myself. All this, however, was entirely
too late. The first, and never to be retraced, step had

been taken. In teaching me the alphabet, in the

d?.ya of her simplicity
given me the “¢nep,”

and kindnegs, m

using my young white playmates
In the street, as teachers. ’
stagtly, a copy of Wehster
et; and, when seut of epr

with whom I met
,I used. to carry, almost con-
8 spelling book in my pock-

ands, or when play ti
allowed me, I would step, with my yﬁugg f?iirzl?
)

f,jldte, a,nd take a lesson in spelling. T generally paid
caii:;te??@ Jee to the boys, with bread, which I also
€@ In my pocket. For a sinole hisen:
my hungry little comrad Pkt
€8 would give me g 1
more valuable to me th rhacisiin
| an bread. Not every on
' | e
E?;Zvei, dfmzll{nded this consideration, for therg weré
WU0 took pleasure in teachs
e e aching me, whenever [
¢ taught by them. T
: by g . 1 am strongly
empted to give the names of two or three of thﬁsf}

iléget}aoys, as aslight testimonial of the gratitude and
. W{; 1?:11 I }Jear them, but prudence forbids ; not that
uld imjure me, but it might, possibly, embarrass

zliellil,l'fi{' :it' 18 almost' an unpardonable offense to do
freye'do ;ili,n ;rfctly or indirectly, to promote g slave’s
s e,a.r; .:.i m}.fLVe state. It is enough to say, of my
e | ed little play fellows, that they lived on

LIpot street, very near Durgin & B

A.lthough slavery was a delicate g
Cautiously talked about

Maryland, I frequently ta

ailey’s shipyard.
ubject, and very
4among grown up people in
lked about it—and that very
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