184 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

neglected chances of escape to brood over. I had

put off running away, until now I was to be placed
where the opportunities for escaping were much fewer
than in a large city like Baltimore.

On my way from Baltimore to St. Michael’s, down
the Chesapeake bay, our sloop—the Amanda—was
passed by the steamers plying between that city and
Philadelphia, and I watched the course of those steam-
ers, and, while going to St. Michael’s, I formed a plan
to escape from slavery; of which plan, and matters

connected therewith the kind reader shall learn more
hereafter. °

CHAPTER XIV.

EXPERIENCE IN ST. MICHAEL’S.

THE VILLAGE—ITS INHABITANTS—THEIR OCCUPATION AND LOW PROPENSI
TIES—OCAPTAIN THOMAS AULD—HIS CHARACTER—HIS BECOND WIFE,
ROWENA—WELL MATCHED—SUFFERINGS FROM HUNGER—OBLIGED TO
TAKE FOOD—MODE OF ARGUMENT IN VINDICATION THEREOF—NO MORAL
CODE OF FREE SOCIETY CAN APPLY TO SLAVE SOCIETY—SOUTHERN CAMP
MEETING—WHAT MASTER THOMAS DID THERE—HOPES—SUSPICIONS ABOUT
HIS CONVERSION—THE RESULT—VFAITH AND WORKS ENTIRELY AT VARI-
ANCE—HIS RISE AND PROGRESS IN THE CHURCH—FPOOR COUSIN ““HENNY '—
HIS TREATMENT OF HER—THE METHODIST PREACHERS—THEIR UTTER DIS-
REGARD OF US—ONE EXCELLENT EXCEPTION-—REV. GEORGE COOKMAN—
SABBATH SOHOOL—IIOW BROKEN UP AND BY WHOM—A FUNERAL PALL
CAST ov:ﬁ:ﬁ_ MY PROSPECI. —COVEY THE NEGRO-BREAKER.

St. Micmari’s, the village in which was now my
new home, compared favorably with villages in slave
states, generally. There were a few comfortable
dwellings 1n 1t, but the place, as a whole, wore a dull,
slovenly, enterprise-forsaken aspect. The mass of the
buildings were of wood ; they had never enjoyed the
artificial adornment of paint, and time and storms had
worn off the bright color of the wood, leaving them al-
most as black as buildings charred by a conflagration.

St. Michael’s had, in former years, (previous to 1833,
for that was the year I went to reside there,) enjoyed
some reputation as a ship building community, but
that business had almost entirely given place to oys-
ter fishing, for the Baltimore and Philadelphia maxr-
kets—a course of life highly unfavorable to morals,
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