190 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

when meat and bread have been moulding under the
lpck, while the key was in the pocket of our mistress.
This had been so when she knew we were nearly half
starved ; and yet, that mistress, with saintly air, would
kneel with her husband, and pray each morning that
a merciful God would bless them in basket and in
store, and save them, at last, in his kingdom. DBut 1
proceed with the argument.

It was necessary that the right to steal from ot/kers
should be established ; and this could only rest upon
a wider range of generalization than that which sup-
posed the right to steal from my master.

It was sometime before I arrived at this clear right.
The reader will get some idea of my train of reason-
ing, by a brief statement of the case. ¢“I1 am,”
thought I, “not only the slave of Master Thomas, but
I am the slave of society at large. Society at large
has bound itself, in form and in fact, to assist Mas-
ter Thomas in robbing me of my rightful liberty,
and of the just reward of my labor; therefore,
whatever rights I have against Master Thomas, I
have, equally, against those confederated with him
in robbing me of liberty. As society has marked me
out as privileged plunder, on the principle of self-
preservation I am justified in plandering in turn.
Since each slave belongs to all ; all must, theretore, be-
long to each.”

I shall here make a profession of faith which may
shock some, offend others, and be dissented from by
all. It is this: Within the bounds of his just earn-
ings, L hold that the slave is fully justified in helping
himself to the gold and silver, and the best apparel of
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his master, or that of any other slavelwlvﬁr and that

such taking 18 not stealing vn any just sense qf that wox @ -
The morality of free society can have no applica:

tion to slave society. Slaveholders have made it al-
most impossible for the slave to commit any crime,
known either to the laws of God or to the laws of man.
If he steals, he takes his own j if he kills his master,
he imitates only the heroes of the revolution. Slave-
holders I hold to be individually and collectively re-
sponsible for all the evils which grow out of the hor-
rid relation, and I believe they will be so held at the
judgment, in the sight of a just God. Make a man a
slave, and you rob him of moral responsibility. Free-
dom of choice is the essence of all accountability.
But my kind readers are, probably, less concerned
about my opinions, than about that which more nearly
touches my personal experience ; albeit, my opinions
have, in some sort, been formed by that experience.

Bad as slaveholders are, I have seldom met with
one so entirely destitute of every element of charac-
ter capable of inspiring respect, as was my present
master, Capt. Thomas Auld.

When I lived with him, I thought him incapahle
of a noble action. The leading trait in his character
was intense selfishness. 1 tlnuh he was fully aware
of this fact himself, and often tried to conceal
it. Capt. Auld was not a born slaveholder—not a

birthright member of the slaveholding ohfrméhy

He was only a slaveholder by marriage-right,; and,

%f all slaveholders, these latter are, by far, the most |

exacting. There was in him all the love of domina-
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~ tion, the pride of mastery, and the swagger of aut%or—- l
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