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248 LIFE AS A SLAVE.

go grievously offended Mr. Covey, he did not have
me taken in hand by the authorities; indeed, why the
law of Maryland, which assigns hanging to the slave
who resists his master, was not put in force against
me ; at any rate, why I was not taken up, as is usual
in such cases, and publicly whipped, for an example
to other slaves, and as a means of deterring me from
committing the same offense again. I confess, that
the easy manner in which I got off, was, for a long
time, a surprise to me, and I cannot, even now, fully
explain the cause. .
The only explanation I can venture to suggest, 18
the fact, that Covey was, probably, ashamed to have
it known and confessed that he had been mastered by
a boy of sixteen. Mr. Covey enjoyed the unbounded
and very valuable reputation, of being a first rate
overseer and negro breaker. By means of this repu-
tation, he was able to procure his hands for very to‘:ef-
fling compensation, and with very great ease. His
intexest and his pride mutually suggested the wisdom
of passing the matter by, in silence. The story t].Jat
he had undertaken to whip a lad, and had been resist-
ed, was, of itself, sufficient to damage him ; for his
bearing should, in the estimation of slaveholders, be
of that imperial order that should make such an oc-
currence mpossible. 1 judge from these circumstan-
ces, that Covey deemed it best to give me the go-by.
Tt is, perhaps, not altogether creditable to my natm:al
temper, that, after this conflict with Mr. Covey, 1 did,
at times, purposely aim to provoke him to an attack,
by refusing to keep with the other hands in the field,
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but I could never bully him to another battle. I had
made up my mind to do him serious damage, if he
ever again attempted to lay violent hands on me.

‘““ Hereditary bondmen, know ye not
Who would be free, themselves must strike the blow §”
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